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We Need Bear People! 
 The Family Care Committee looking for 
volunteers to donate their 
sewing talents to help 
dress up Teddy Bears.  
These Teddy Bears will 
be placed throughout our 
sanctuary as part of our 
Teddy Bear Ministry.  We will need to have 
volunteers to make this program successful.   
 As we all attend our Sunday Services, we 
hope these special teddy bears will encourage 
those individuals attending to give them a hug 
and consider taking one with them as they leave.  
We all have family and friends, or know 
someone that may have taken ill, or may be 
having special circumstances going on in their 
lives.  A gift of a Teddy Bear and a friendly visit 
to check in on them can provide much needed 
emotional and spiritual support.   
 If you are interested in helping with this 
project, please contact Cheryl Petitt (703) 590-
2495 or Diane Haggart (703) 491-3645.

Operation Christmas Child 
 By Bunny Mahar 
 We want to express our thanks and a 
"very well done" to all those who contributed 
this year to the Operation Christmas Child.  You 
provided Christmas joy in a box, wrapped with 
hope and love, to 102 children.  This is an 
important work that provides Christmas to 
children all over the world, who would be left 
out otherwise.  We are thankful that we had such 
excellent response in spite of all the donations 
you gave to Tsunami and Katrina victims and 
church-related needs.  Again, we thank you for 
you caring hearts. 

 
"Soup-er" Luncheon 

  
Don't forget Helping Hands' soup and salad 
luncheon on February 5th.  As always, there will 
be a bounty of homemade soups, salad, and 
cakes.      Soups   will  include  clam  chowder, 
(Continued on Page 3 “Soup-er”) 

Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

Nursery available both services 
The 11am worship service features a 
children’s worship for 4-9 year olds. 
On months with 5 Sundays, Service 
begins at 10 AM on the 5th Sunday 

 
 

Sunday School 9:45 AM 
(For children, youth, and adults) 

 
 

Cokesbury UMC Web Site: 
http://www.CokesburyUMC.us

http://www.cokesburyumc.us/
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All are Welcome to Attend! 

Pastor Russ will be teaching classes on church member-
ship.  You are welcome to attend any combination of 
classes that fits your needs.  Call 703-494-5400 to 
RSVP. 

Feb 5, at 9:45 a.m.:  For those who are unsure 
whether joining the church is right for them… 

This is a discussion session about what joining the 
church means.  This will be a good time to have any 
of your questions or concerns addressed by the 
pastor.  (The class will meet in the conference 
room.) 

Feb 12 & 19, at 9:45 a.m.:  For those who want to 
learn more about the United Methodist beliefs… 

A two-session class on our Wesleyan heritage, the 
church’s position on baptism & communion, our 
stand on social principles, and how the UMC is 
governed.  (Will meet in the conference room.) 

Feb 26, at 8:30 and 11 a.m.:  For those who are ready 
to join… 

New members will be received into the 
congregation during both worship services. 

Of this gospel I have become a servant 
according to the gift of God’s grace that 
was given me by the working of his 
power.  Although I am the very least of 
all the saints, this grace was given to me 
to bring to the Gentiles the news of the 
boundless riches of Christ, and to make 
everyone see what is the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages in God who 
created all things; so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich 
variety might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places.   This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose that he has carried out in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have 
access to God in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him. Ephesians 3:7-12 
 

Immediately after his crucifixion, the followers 
of Christ gathered together for support and 
consolation.  Following his resurrection they 
continued gathering together to celebrate and to 
wait for direction from God.  At Pentecost, the 
Holy Spirit empowered the followers of Christ to 
go out into the world and proclaim the good 
news of Jesus Christ.  Over the ages, people have 
understood that the church has a special role to 
fulfill in God’s plan for salvation for humankind 
and for the reconciliation of all of creation to 
God. 

It is, therefore, not surprising to me that the 
church continues to be a place where we can 
gather together to be consoled in times of grief, 
to rejoice together in times of joy, to receive 
guidance for our lives, and to be empowered for 
serving others in Christ’s name.  The church – 
the body of Christ – has been and continues to be 
more than just a place for people to gather for 
worship and to receive spiritual guidance, it is 
where we become the corporate body of Christ.  
It is where we belong and become more than 
ourselves.  It is where our gifts and talents are 
combined with others to fully embody and fulfill 
the purpose to which we have been created and 
called. 

Joining together with other followers of Christ in 
the church setting can become an immeasurable 
blessing for us, and for others.  In belonging to a 
church we will be supported and encouraged in 
our times of weakness or sadness, we will be fed 
and guided as we grow spiritually, and we will 
be empowered for living. 

Church Membership – A Ministry of Belonging 

In February, Cokesbury will be receiving 
members into our congregation.  What a blessing 
it will be to receive them and have their gifts and 
talents joined with ours.   

If you have never taken the step to become a 
“member” of the church, now is the time for you 
to consider doing so.  If you are a member, this 
will be a good time for you to be open to how 
your gifts and talents can be used to further the 
work of God’s kingdom.  

We belong to the body of Christ; may we serve 
with the love of Christ. 

Forever in God’s grace,  Russ   
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"Soup-er"
(Continued from Page 1) 
 
potato soup, pasta fagioli, vegetable, onion, and 
chicken noodle soups, along with chili and 
several other soups.   It is a satisfying, delicious, 
tummy-filling lunch for only $3.00 per person.  
Serving begins right after the second worship 
service and lasts until the soup is all gone.  Join 
us there.  You certainly won't be sorry! 
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After Service Hospitality 
By Cheryl Petitt 
 Volunteers are needed to provide food 
items for refreshments served after Sunday 
Services.  Simple snacks such as cake, cookies, 
muffins, or donuts, along with juice and 
coffee/tea help make Church Members and 
Visitors feel welcome at Cokesbury.   
 Coffee and tea 
are provided by the 
church, but need to be 
prepared by the 
host/hostess for the 
day.   There are coffee carafes, sugar, creamer, 
tea, cups, napkins, plastic ware and serving 
platters available in the kitchen.  While serving 
you will need to monitor the refreshments and 
clean up afterwards. 
 The sign-up book is located in the 
Narthex.  If you would like to make donations 

for refreshments but are unable to serve, please 
contact the Family Care Committee and one of 
our members will be more than happy to serve 
for you.  If you would like to provide for the 
8:30 Service you can contact Cheryl Petitt at 
(703) 590-2495 and for the 11:00 Service you 
can contact Diane Haggart at (703) 491-3645. 
 

Helpful Guidelines: 
 
8:30 Service - Refreshments are served 
downstairs in the Narthex.  1 gallon of juice will 
be needed. 
 
11:00 Service - Refreshments are served in the 
Fellowship Hall.   2 gallons of juice will be 
needed. 
 
Use 1 pre-measured package of coffee for each 
coffee pot (regular and decaf) 

 
A Note of Thanks 

 The Shifflett family - Merdith, Logan, 
Marisa and Austin - would like me to thank you, 
on their behalf, for all the prayers lifted to the 
Lord concerning the loss of their beloved 
husband and father, Paul.  Paul left us on January 
1, 2006 after a fatal automobile accident. 
 
 If you would like to send them a card, 
their address is: 

The Shifflett Family 
10575 Shore Acres Road 
Nanjemoy, MD  20662 

 
 A fund has also been set up for the 
children.  Should you desire to contribute, the 
address is: 

Shifflett Children’s Fund 
c/o Southern MD Mercantile Bank 

P.O. Box 2950 
Laplata, MD  20646 

 
Thank you for loving God’s Children and may 
God bless you all, 
 

      Vera Edmonds and Family 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 
 
 8 
 10  
 14 
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Potluck and Praise 
By Brother Joe BeMiller 
 Reports have flooded The Colonnade 
newsroom concerning the overwhelming 
success of the Potluck and Praise, held on 
January 21st. 
 The next Potluck and Praise will be held 
on February 11 in the fellowship hall from 6 
pm to 8 pm.   
 Well, don’t just sit there!  Go mark 

that calendar … and let’s make it happen. 

Debbie and Joe Grzeczka 
Juliette and Wilfred Jones, Jr. 
Virginia and Reuben Neyhouse 

17 Mary and Emmett Wright 
20 Nancy and Toney George 
23 Pam and Stephen Tyrrell 1 Wayne Wirick 

2 Karla Aquinio 
4 Chris Green 
 Jennifer Cotter 
9 Al Embrey 
 Edward Horne 
10 Olin Bockes 
 Juliette Jones 
12 Bob Mahar 
 Anna Miller 
 Kyle Keen 
13 Kari Helmer 
14 Goldie Stacy 
15 Brenda Johnson 
 Barbara Firth 
16 Cameron Tyrrell 
18 Walter Blair 
20 David Durham 
 Monica Arredondo 
21 Jenna Lucas 
22 Colin Tyrrell 
23 Michael Mills 
 David Goodman 
24 Ethel Lescure 
 Jerry Edmonds, Sr. 
25 Tim Wirick 
26 Rutherford Berry 
27 Donna Bailey 

Copyright 1999 from Christianity Today, Inc.  Used with permission 
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Money Matters 
By Walter Blair, Finance Committee 

*The table below shows Cokesbury’s financial picture as of January 22, 2006.  
2006 Annual Budget = $212,107 

Month-to-Date Year-to-Date Year-to-Date Expenses 

Month 

Required 
to meet the 

Budget 

Budgeted 
Income 

Received 

Required to 
meet the 
Budget 

Budgeted 
Income 

Received 

Percentage 
of the Budget 

Funded 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

Income 
to 

Expenses 
January* $14,130 $14,524 $11,304 $14,524 128.5% $9,894 146.8% 
February $14,130       

March $19,381       
April $19,531       
May $21,519       
June $17,230       
July $17,230       

August $17,230       
September $22,381       

October $20,881       
November $14,230       
December $14,234       

 
• Month to Date: Required to meet the Budget – Amount the church needs to meet its projected funding. These figures are based on 

the projected monthly revenues based on offering history and projected fundraisers.  
• Month to Date: Budgeted Income Received - Amount the church has received toward the budget for the month indicated. 
• Year to Date: Required to meet the Budget - Cumulative budget needs to date. 
• Year to Date: Budgeted Income Received – Cumulative amount the church has received toward the budget. 
• Year to Date: Percentage of the Budget Funded - Comparison of budgeted offerings received vs budget needs. 
• Year to Date: Budgeted Expenses - Year-to-Date amount the church has spent against the budget.  ‘N/A’ indicates that 

expenditures have not been updated since the last end-of-month period. 
• Year to Date: Budgeted Income vs Budgeted Expenses – Percent of income to expenses received. 
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The Colonnade Staff 
Editors:  Linda Ennis and John Derickson 

Church Mailbox #3 

Send Articles to:  lcrawfo2@earthlink.net 

Send Complaints to:  johnderickson@comcast.net  

Church email:   office@cokesburyumc.us 

Calendar:  Marsha Eland 

Postal Coordinator:  Cynthia Derr 

Church Office:  703-494-5400 

 
Articles for The Colonnade are due by the 

15th of each month for the next month’s 
edition. 

 

 
The Connection - UMC 101 

United Methodists frequently use the word 
“connection” to mean the network of United 
Methodist congregations, annual conferences, 
General Conference and general agencies.  The term 
originated with John Wesley, who did not refer to 
followers of the Methodist movement as “members.”  
Wanting his followers to remain members of the 
Church of England, he referred to his preachers as 
being “in connection” with him.  When the Methodist 
Episcopal Church was formed in America, the new 
church was often referred to as “the connection”.  
Use of the term today declares that our identity is in 
our wholeness and each interdependent part is vital to 
the whole. 

The Rev J Richard Peck is a retired clergy member of the New York 

Annual Conference and editor of the 2000 Book of Resolutions.
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Methodist Men’s Corner Chat 
By Emmett Wright, United Methodist Men 
 
 The United Methodist Men met for their regular monthly meeting on Monday, January 9th at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 We began our Faith Journey Talks at this meeting with a talk by Doug Phelps. Doug’s talk centered 
around his becoming a Christian having taken place in a gradual progression of steps.  
 
 The Methodist Men renewed their charter for 2006, which includes membership in the General 
Commission on United Methodist Men headquartered in Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
 Upcoming agenda items include a prayer bench to be placed up on the hill for quiet meditation and prayer. 
The United Methodist Men are checking prices for stone benches both in and outside of the Woodbridge area.  
Also in our agenda is the placing of the church signs on Route One. 
 
 The Methodist Men will provide breakfast in the Fellowship Hall preceding the Means of Grace Bible 
Study by Pastor Russ on Saturday morning, January 21st. 
 
 The installation of officers for the United Methodist Men took place on Sunday, January 15th at the 8:30 
Service.  The installations included Jack Jewel, President; John Jewel, Vice President; Emmett Wright, Treasurer 
and Joe BeMiller, Secretary.  
 
 Jack gave us the challenge to improve upon, to enhance and embellish what we all have in our 
neighborhood, in our homes and in our church. 
 
 We closed our meeting with prayer led by Jack Jewel. 

 Cokesbury United Methodist Church 
14806 Blackburn Road 
Woodbridge, VA 22191 
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