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By John Derickson, Chairman Stewardship Committee 
 This will be old news for a majority of 
you, but new news for those of you who missed 
the service on January 29.  As many of you 
know, in an effort to pay “ourselves” back and 
to get our General Operation and Ministry 
budget out of debt, we have embarked on a new 
campaign.  It will be impossible for me to keep 
this short, as I have a lot to discuss with you, but 
please hang in there and I’ll try not to put you to 
sleep.  Come on now!  I only said I’d try!  ☺ 
 Before I explain how we found ourselves 
in debt to ourselves, I would like you to know 
that our pastor, our treasurer and the chairman of 
the finance committee have all commented, on 
many occasions, that they are in awe of the 
“giving nature” of the members of this church.  
Members of this congregation give freely of both 
their money and their time and I can assure you 
that it does not go unnoticed.  We know that the 
Spirit of the Lord is alive and well here at 

Cokesbury UMC and we give thanks for His 
continued presence and guidance in our lives. 

Cokesbury Kicks Off “Get out of Debt” Campaign 

 So, with that said, let me now explain 
where we have run in to a little problem with our 
finances.  The members of this church are asked 
at the beginning of each year to make a pledge 
concerning the donations they feel that they will 
be able to honor throughout the year toward the 
operation and ministry of the church.  And guess 
what?!  We have, in most years, met those 
pledges!  Yes, some folks hit hard times and fall 
a little short on what they pledged, which is very 
understandable, but on the other hand, some 
folks receive blessings in their lives and are 
compelled through the Spirit to donate a little 
more than they initially pledged.  It eventually 
averages out.  Well, you say, if we’re honoring 
our pledges, why can’t the finance committee 
come up with a budget and stick with it? 

Continued on Page 3 - Out of Debt 

Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

Nursery available both services 
The 11am worship service features a 
children’s worship for 4-9 year olds. 
On months with 5 Sundays, Service 
begins at 10 AM on the 5th Sunday 

 
 

Sunday School 9:45 AM 
(For children, youth, and adults) 

 
 

Cokesbury UMC Web Site: 
http://www.CokesburyUMC.us

http://www.cokesburyumc.us/
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Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
put a new and right spirit within me.  Do 
not cast me away from your presence, 
and do not take your holy spirit from me.  
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and sustain in me a willing spirit. Psalm 
51:10-12 

 
On March 1st the Christian liturgical 
season of Lent begins with Ash 
Wednesday.  Lent is the season in the life 
of the church in which Christians are to 
prepare their hearts for the joyous 
proclamation of the Easter 
resurrection. 

Many people recognize Lent as that 
time when we are to “give up 
something for Lent.”  The 
“something” to be given up was 
usually something that gave some 
amount of physical satisfaction or 
pleasure.  The concept being that 
one must deny the “flesh’ in order 
for the “spirit” to grow.   That 
dualistic perspective of flesh versus 
spirit has changed over the years.  
Christianity now has a more unified 
perspective seeing the whole person 
as a combination of body and spirit. 

Therefore, it takes far more to 
prepare to receive a resurrected 
Savior, than abstaining from 
“chocolate” (or some other bodily 
craving) for six weeks.  Instead, 
being in tune or sensitive to the 
presence of God has more to do 
with having a spiritual focus for 
your life, than with denying a 
physical need.  So, preparation 

comes through exercising the spiritual 
disciplines of study, prayer, fasting, 
mediation, and service. 

Preparing Your Heart for Easter 

It is in devoting oneself to these spiritual 
disciplines that a person, not only 
enhances his or her experience of Easter, 
but he or she also grows spiritually and 
lives a much richer Christian life. 

Forever in God’s grace,  

    Russ   

 

Prepare for Easter by participating in the  
Lenten Bible Study taught by Pastor Russ. 

The course will provide an opportunity for you to ask 
your questions, share your perspective, and join your 
classmates in the spiritual discipline of study.  Attending 
this five-session course will help you grow spiritually, 
and at the same time, heighten your expectation and 
understanding of the Easter message of God’s redeeming 
love. 

Lenten Study – 2006 
in the Fellowship Hall 

 Sunday, 
9:45 a.m.

Tuesday, 
10 a.m.

Thursday, 
7 p.m.

Session 1 March 5 March 7 March 9 
Session 2 March 12 March 14 March 16 
Session 3 March 19 March 21 March 23 
Session 4 March 26 March 28 March 30 
Session 5 April 2 April 4 April 6 

 
Please mark your calendars today, and attend as many 
sessions as you can.  Study materials will be provided at 
the start of each class.  No advance preparation is 
required. 
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Out of Debt - Continued from Page 1 

Here’s the problem.  We have had emergencies 
in the past that have not been budgeted for, such 
as the transmission in the van in need of repair, 
or the furnace and air conditioning units in the 
church going south.  Those are “big ticket” items 
that can not be planned for in advance.  We’re 
talking several thousand dollars.  The call goes 
out to the congregation that we have an 
emergency on our hands, and the congregation 
promptly responds.  However, in many cases, the 
money that would have been donated to the 
general operation and ministry of the church is 
now redirected toward that emergency.  When a 
member requests on the “donation envelope” that 
money be used for a specific purpose, the finance 
committee is required to use that money for that 
specific purpose, and nothing else.  We always 
raise the money for the emergency, but in doing 
so we fall short on the general operation and 
ministry budget.  That means that we fall short of 
funds needed to pay the electric bill, the water 
bill, the grass cutting bill and salaries for our 
staff, just to name a few.  Over the years, and I 
mean decades, we have slowly borrowed from 
our fixed ledger items, those items where the 
money is dedicated and can not be used for other 
purposes (kitchen fund, etc.) to the tune of 
approximately $28,600*.  We must pay back 
these borrowed funds. 
 This is where the “Get out of Debt” 
campaign comes in.  There are two goals.  First, 
we are requesting that you donate your pledges 
to the “Church Operation and Ministry” fund, as 
printed on the new donation envelopes that are 
now available.  That money is used strictly for 
paying the everyday bills as they come, the 
salaries of our staff and other items that were 
included in the budget associated with the 
ministry of this church.  Second, as stated earlier, 
we are approximately $28,600 in debt to 
ourselves and we need to rid ourselves of this 
burden.  We are asking that when a special 
request goes out for an emergency or other need 
within the community, that you donate 
additionally to what you would normally give to 
the Operation and Ministry fund.  We ask that 
you pray about it and then give to the special 

cause as the Lord guides you.  We are also 
asking that you help pay ourselves back the 
$28,600 that we have borrowed from the various 
ministries within the church, so that we do not 
have to continue “robbing Peter to pay Paul” 
each month.  If the Lord guides you, and you feel 
so inclined, we ask that you give an extra couple 
of dollars each week, up and above what you’d 
normally give.  In my case, I have decided to 
give up the pizza I normally order every other 
week or so, and to donate that money to the “Get 
out of Debt” fund … up and above what I 
normally give for my pledge. 
 I did a fast calculation before the January 
29 service and figured that if we averaged only a 
little over 5 extra dollars a week from 100 
members of our congregation for a year, that we 
would be very close to paying ourselves back.  I 
want to tell you that since the program was 
announced to the congregation on January 29, 
the response has been phenomenal!  We have 
already paid ourselves back over $1000!  There 
are many within the congregation who have 
given up at least one bagel and one cup of coffee 
at Starbucks during the week and given that 
money to the Lord, in our effort to correct this 
budget problem.  God is SO good to us!  But 
there is one thing I want to stress concerning this 
campaign.  We (the Finance Committee and the 
Stewardship Committee, along with Pastor Russ) 
realize that many of our Christian brothers and 
sisters are on fixed incomes.  We realize that 
many have children in college and that the price 
of just living from day to day has gone up.  We 
want you to know that we are not asking you to 
give, when in fact, you are giving your best and 
the way the Lord has guided you.  We are asking 
that only those who have prayed to our Lord, 
through Jesus Christ, and can give with “joy in 
there hearts” to help during this campaign, give 
what they feel they can spare.  Many folks who 
can not afford an extra five dollars a week give 
in so many other ways, and we recognize that.  
During our weekly Monday night prayer group, 
we often give thanks to our Lord and Savior for 
the giving spirit of our entire Church Body, and 
that includes the giving of time or a smile and a  
Continued on Page 4 - Out of Debt 
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Out of Debt 
Continued from Page 3 
hug, not just money.   
 You are all invited to attend the Finance 
Committee meetings, held monthly, and the 
Stewardship Committee meetings, held every 
other month (next one is this month).  I 
encourage you to attend these meetings and give 
us your opinions and suggestions, as they are 
needed and appreciated! 
 As we embark on this campaign, I ask the 
Lord to bless each and every one of you.  We all 
make up this Body we call Cokesbury United 
Methodist Church and I am truly blessed to be a 
part of it. 
 
* On January 29, I stated we were $27,000 in 
debt.  It has since been brought to my attention 
that the actual figure was $28,637.71.  Sorry for 
the error I made during the Sunday talk. 

 

BIBLE STUDY 
By John Derickson 
 We are starting to organize a Bible study 
class, covering the Old Testament.  This will be 
an 8 week program and we hope to get things up 
and running during the months of May and June.  
Please contact John Derickson at 703-730-1242 
or email johnderickson@comcast.net or contact 
Pastor Russ through the church office, if you are 
interested, so that we may get a head count and 
order student handbooks and related materials.  
This is not carved in stone, but chances are that 
there will be an evening class on Thursdays and 
a daytime class on some other day during the 
week. 
 Much of the scripture in the New 
Testament refers to the Old Testament writings, 
so come and join with us as we discuss the 
foundation of the Book we have grown to love, 
The Bible. 

 

Check It Out! 
By Ann Miller Mooney, Librarian 
 One of the best kept secrets at Cokesbury 
is its library!  No one seems to know of its 

existence, because the books seem to stay on the 
shelves … and stay … and stay. 
 But books aren’t happy unless they’re 
being checked out and read.  Why not give one 
of them a treat?  Find something that sounds 
interesting, write your name and date on the card 
in the back and put the card in the small rack on 
top of the bookcases labeled “Check Out Cards.”  
Simple?  You bet! 
 Also, write a date a month later on the 
“Date Due” slip in the book.  If you’re checking 
out a book on February 20, write “3/20/06” on 
that slip and return the book by its due date.  
There’s a rack for returned books.  Just put your 
book there when you return it, so we can match 
up card and book and reshelf it. 
 Don’t know where the library is located?  
It’s now in classroom 7 in the rear of the 
Educational Wing.  You can’t miss it.  Be sure to 
stop in to visit our lonely books. 

 
UMW IN THE NEWS 

By Gayle Urban, Secretary, UMW 
Cokesbury United Methodist Women are 

active in our local unit, in district events, and in 
conference events as we participate in many 
ways.  All women of the church are eligible to be 
a member of  UMW.   Our meetings are held the 
second Monday of each month, at 7:30 p.m. in 
Room 4.  Officers for 2006 are Donna Sapp, 
president; Pam Herin, vice president; Peggy 
Dorton, treasurer; and Gayle Urban, secretary.  
Anita Yount coordinates the UMW Reading 
Program (books are available at each meeting), 
and Peggy Keen is the Sunshine Lady for 
sending cards. 

There are several UMW events coming 
up that you can attend.  All women are welcome! 
 March 4:  Mini-School of Christian 
Mission, at Grace UMC;  cost is $15, includes 
lunch. 
 March 13:  On this evening, 7:30 p.m., 
Cokesbury UMW will meet in the social hall, 
with guest speaker Sue Boltz (district UMW 
president) giving a program about UMW and 
children’s  issues.  Local UMW  units are invited  
Continued on Page 10 - UMW

mailto:johnderickson@comcast.net


Loving others… as Christ first loved us! 

 

Giving to Special Offerings 
By Pastor Russ Urban 
 

Giving is an important part of our spiritual growth throughout our journey of faith.  As God’s people, we 
have been called to serve others and to be a sign of God’s care and compassion to all the world both locally 
and globally.   

Each Sunday at Cokesbury, we receive an offering during our worship service.  The funds from this 
weekly offering are budgeted to pay for Cokesbury’s operating expenses and our local ministries. 

At various times throughout the year in additions to our weekly offering, we receive special offerings to 
support global and regional ministries.  These special offerings allow us as individuals and as a local 
church to join with other United Methodists world-wide.  These special offerings are designated by either 
our Virginia Annual Conference or by our world-wide General Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. 

All of these ministries are worthwhile and important ministries, and Cokesbury supports them by taking 
those offering on designated Sundays. 

In order to help you identify which special ministries you want to support, a list of the upcoming special 
offering is provided.  No one should feel compelled to give to every ministry; rather selectively give to the 
ones that you feel are important or that touch your heart in a special way.  Some people may want to give 
to every ministry, some may give to multiple ones, and some may give to only a select one or two.  In 
either case, give only an amount that you feel compelled to give based upon how God is leading you. 

 

Special Offering and Fund Raisers 
Date Name Description
2/26/06 Wesley Housing Provides housing for low-income families in No. Virginia. 
2/28/06 Pancake Supper A free-will offering is received.  The money is used to pay for 

missions and outreach ministries by Cokesbury. 
3/5/06 “Get out of Debt” Provides relief from our short-term debt and funds major 

improvements to the church property. 
3/11/06 Spaghetti Dinner The Finance Committee host a dinner to raise funds for church 

operation and ministry. 
3/12/06 Heart Havens Provides for the residential needs of adult individuals with mental 

retardation and developmental disabilities. 
3/26/06 One Great Hour of 

Sharing 
Provides for the administrative cost of the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief, as well as some relief aid. 

4/2/06 “Get out of Debt” Provides relief from our short-term debt and funds major 
improvements to the church property. 

4/16/06 Easter Offering (The ministry to receive this offering has not yet been selected by 
the Administrative Council.) 

4/30/06 Native American 
Ministries 

Provides for outreach to Native Americans of all ages & provides 
scholarships for United Methodist Native American seminarians. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

 
 
 13 
   
 18 

 

The Colonnade                                                        6 

Anyone Interested? 
 
 Robin BeMiller and John Derickson would 
like to organize a few Bible study groups, centered 
on current books for Christians, such as “The 
Purpose Driven Life”.   They would like to have 
groups of 5 or 6 people who are willing and able to 
read the current book, then meet once a week to 
discuss the material and how it relates to our 
Christian life and the Bible.  These groups would 
meet outside the church, in living rooms or dens, 
each member taking a turn in hosting the group.  
Maybe even meet at the back table of your favorite 
restaurant on a quiet evening during the week.  Each 
group would set their own rules for meeting, but    
you get the picture. 
 Anyone interested?  If so, please contact 
either Robin BeMiller or John Derickson and let 
them know. 

Areta and Carl Zeigler 
Katie and Jarod Owen 
Juliette and Wilfred Jones 

5 Betty Greene 
7 Jennie Lamb 
9 Carl Wirkner 
 Rick Clark 
12 Scott BeMiller 
 Mark Salyers 
20 Dexter Armentrout 
 Kelly Cox 
21 Jeremy Yoho 
22 Alyssa Drye 
 Nicole Elliott 
25 Margaret Palomares 
 Norma Burnette 
26 Julie Mahan 
27 Samantha Solomon 
28 Marian Benson 
29 Dan Haggart 
 Jean Beach 
31 Michele Surdam 

Copyright 1999 from Christianity Today, Inc.  Used with permission 

Proverbs 3:5-6 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
And lean not on your own 

understanding; 
In all you ways acknowledge Him, 

And He shall direct your paths. 
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Mission/Outreach News 
By Robin BeMiller 
VALENTINE DAY CARDS 
On February 5th Valentine cards were signed and 
mailed to twenty-three missionaries of the VA 
Conference.  Cokesbury as a congregation 
covenanted to support these missionaries with 
prayer as they work in the mission fields.  Eleven 
missionaries serve overseas and twelve serve 
stateside.  Please continue to lift God’s servants 
and those they serve up in prayer. 
 
THANK YOU!  Rev Luz Carballo Lugo and the 
congregation of San Pablo Iglesia Metodista 
Unida sent a message of “Gracias, because you 
always think about some of our children that 
needed a gift of love this past Christmas.  May 
the Lord continue to keep you well and joyful 
throughout this New Year 2006”.   
 
THANK YOU #2!  The men and women staying 
at PWC’s Hypothermia shelter during our recent 
snow storm appreciated Cokesbury’s response 
during their time of need.  The food items that 
Cokesbury delivered provided meals and 
restocked their empty shelves.   
 
MISSION MINUTE: 
“Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven.  
For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.”  Matthew 6:20b-21, NRSV 
 

I was born in Petit-Goave, Haiti, and I 
grew up in the Methodist Church in Haiti.  From 
an early age, I was taught to believe in God and 
to be thankful for God’s blessings.  I value that 
heritage today as I try to address problems that 
confront Haitian-Americans in my adopted 
country.  I’m concerned about civic education 
and about integrating Haitian-Americans into the 
community.  Women’s issues and after-school 
programs for children and youth also capture my 
attention. 
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 Often we are unaware of situations and 
needs around us.  Perhaps we notice needs but do 
not know how to approach and respond.  We also 
tend to ignore situations that seem hopeless. 
 In most communities the Miami District 
Haitian Ministry project serves, I witness 

sadness, resignation and discouragement.  I also 
see broken windows and doors, work appliances 
and furniture, and damaged or nonexistent 
equipment.  Still, however, three or four strong-
minded servants refuse to give up, even when 
their time and energy may appear wasted—even 
when  the  strategies  designed  to  improve seem 
ineffective.  Mission support is important, but it 
is God who strengthens and renews. 
 Jesus saw and responded to the needs of 
his time, giving people hope.  That’s much of 
what we try to do today:  help people to rekindle 
the flame within, to discover their potential.  Our 
role is to nurture our sisters and brothers as they 
face challenges, struggle to overcome adversity, 
reclaim their heritage and support one another.   
 Indeed, our ministry and the people we 
serve have great needs, and our resources are 
limited.  But we know our presence makes a 
difference.  Because of your support through the 
Advance for Christ and His Church, you play 
a pivotal role in showing people the path to 
healing and hope.  Thank you! 
 
- Charline Galbeau Pierre, church and 
community worker, Miami, FL – District Haitian 
Ministry Project 
 
God, open our hearts, our minds and our doors 
to the people around us.  Help us to mirror the 
loving spirit of your Son.  In your name we pray.  
Amen.  
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Money Matters 
By Walter Blair, Finance Committee 

The table below shows Cokesbury’s financial picture as of February 19, 2006.  
2006 Annual Budget = $212,107 

Month-to-Date Year-to-Date Year-to-Date Expenses 

Month 

Required 
to meet the 

Budget 

Budgeted 
Income 

Received 

Required to 
meet the 
Budget 

Budgeted 
Income 

Received 

Percentage 
of the Budget 

Funded 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

Income 
to 

Expenses 
January $14,130 $16,510 $14,130 $16,510 128.5% $13,416 123.1% 

February* $14,130 $10,808 $24,728 $27,312 110.4% $22,647 120.6% 
March $19,381       
April $19,531       
May $21,519       
June $17,230       
July $17,230       

August $17,230       
September $22,381       

October $20,881       
November $14,230       
December $14,234       

 
• Month to Date: Required to meet the Budget – Amount the church needs to meet its projected funding. These figures are based on 

the projected monthly revenues based on offering history and projected fundraisers.  
• Month to Date: Budgeted Income Received - Amount the church has received toward the budget for the month indicated. 
• Year to Date: Required to meet the Budget - Cumulative budget needs to date. 
• Year to Date: Budgeted Income Received – Cumulative amount the church has received toward the budget. 
• Year to Date: Percentage of the Budget Funded - Comparison of budgeted offerings received vs budget needs. 
• Year to Date: Budgeted Expenses - Year-to-Date amount the church has spent against the budget.  ‘N/A’ indicates that 

expenditures have not been updated since the last end-of-month period. 
• Year to Date: Budgeted Income vs Budgeted Expenses – Percent of income to expenses received. 
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The Colonnade Staff 
Editors:  Linda Ennis and John Derickson 

Church Mailbox #3 

Send Articles to:  lcrawfo2@earthlink.net 

Send Complaints to:  johnderickson@comcast.net  

Church email:   office@cokesburyumc.us 

Calendar:  Marsha Eland 

Postal Coordinator:  Cynthia Derr 

Church Office:  703-494-5400 

 
Articles for The Colonnade are due by the 

15th of each month for the next month’s 
edition. 

 

 
 

THE POWER OF WORDS 
 

A careless word may kindle strife; 
A cruel word may wreck a life. 
A bitter word may hate instill; 

A brutal word may smite and kill. 
A gracious word may smooth the way; 

A joyous word may light the day. 
A timely word may lessen stress; 

A loving word may heal and bless. 
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UMW 
Continued from Page 4 
to join us for this special program, so plan to enjoy refreshments, fellowship with UMW sisters, and 20-
25 minute program from Sue, for our March meeting.  
 March 18:  “Creating Greeting Cards”, at Cokesbury UMC, noon-2 p.m.; come to the church to 
make greeting cards for UM missionaries; bring creative supplies if you have them.  
 
Fundraiser:  We are currently holding a fundraiser, and you can pick up a brochure that shows the items.  
These are Christian jewelry, small wooden cross, and other gift items of inspiration, and are supplied by 
Janet Matthews, through “Tidings of Love.”  For information, contact Donna or Pam. 
 
 Reminder:  Offerings for Feb. program, “Prayer & Self-Denial” can  go to Peggy Dorton.  April meeting 
is “Candle Burning” program, give offering in honor or memory of special people in your life. 
Health Kits for Annual Conference:  It’s time to begin donations for the health kits that we send  to 
Annual Conference.  This UMW-coordinated project relies on support from the congregation, and we 
always appreciate your donations!  List of items needed will be listed in the Sunday bulletin.  
 God bless you, one and all.    --Gayle Urban, UMW secretary/703-494-2963 
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