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Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

Nursery available both services 
The 11am worship service features a 
children’s worship for 4-9 year olds. 
On months with 5 Sundays, Service 
begins at 10 AM on the 5th Sunday 

 

Sunday School 9:45 AM 
(For children, youth, and adults) 

 

Cokesbury UMC Web Site: 
http://www.CokesburyUMC.us

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
By Bunny Mahar 
 

 As in the past several years, we have the unique opportunity to share Christ with a 
needy child by using a simple shoe box!  Your shoe box will reach a child in a troubled 
country with the Gospel message.  People across the country are filling shoe boxes with 
small toys, school supplies, hygiene items, and other gifts for Operation Christmas Child.  In 
2005, more than 7 million children experienced the joy of Christmas made possible through 
this program. 
 A needy child overseas can receive your shoe box, hand delivered, along with 
Christian literature in his or her own language.  What an opportunity to reach these children 
with a clear presentation of the Gospel! 
 Empty shoe boxes have been gift-wrapped and are available in the narthex for your 
convenience.  Each box contains a brochure listing complete details of Operation Christmas 
Child, including suggestions on gift items.  It is a simple way to make Christmas joyful for 
millions of children.  Don't miss this exciting opportunity to share God's love with a child in 
need.  Monetary donations are also welcome.  Please indicate on your check (made out to 
Cokesbury UMC) that it is for Helping Hands Christmas Child. 
 Deadline for return of filled boxes is November 12.  At that time they will be delivered 
to another local church for further travel to North Caroline where packaging is finalized 
before shipment to countries all over the world.  Cokesbury provided 102 shoe box gifts in 
2005. 

http://www.cokesburyumc.us/
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The Apostle Paul in his letter to Timothy 
identifies the importance of the public reading of 
scripture, of exhorting, and of teaching.  He 
highlights that teaching is critical for the 
ministry of the pastor/teacher and for the well-
being of the hearers.  In other words, a strong 
Christian education ministry is key to a vital and 
vibrant church. 

With that in mind, it is with great pleasure 
that I assess my ministry at Cokesbury over this 
past year.  It has been very rewarding, especially 
with respect to teaching. 

For 2006 we set a goal to nurture people in 
their faith through offering Bible studies and 
other seasonal studies and set a quantitative goal 
of 65 adult, youth and children participating in 
Christian education. 

Our performance toward that goal was 
extraordinary.  In the past year, 74 adults and 37 
children and youth participated in one or more 
of the Christian educational opportunities 
offered to them by Cokesbury. 

I hope and pray that those who have 
participated in the courses have been challenged 
to deepen their faith and to grow spiritually by 
developing critical thinking techniques for going 

deeper into the meaning of the biblical message 
and applying it in their own lives.  In helping 
them to do this, I believe that Cokesbury is 
setting an incredibly strong foundation for us, 
individually and as a congregation, to think 
theologically.  And, this scriptural perspective 
for under-standing who God is, who we are, and 
how we are to be in relationship with God will 
have a profound impact on all our ministries at 
Cokesbury. 

PASTOR’S WRITTEN REPORT 

Charge/Church Name:  Cokesbury United Methodist Church             District:  Alexandria 

“Pastors shall be asked by the District Superintendent in the Charge Conference to report on their 
programs of continuing education (form provided), formation and spiritual growth for the past year and 
plans for the year to come.” This report should include anything that the pastor would like to reflect on 
concerning his/her ministry in the church/charge during the past year. 

Until I arrive, give attention to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to teaching.  Do 
not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on 
of hands by the council of elders.  Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so 
that all may see your progress.  Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue 
in these things, for in doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers.1 Timothy 4:13-16 

What sets the church apart from any other 
organization that serves the community and 
improves the lives of its constituents is its 
theological perspective.  If we lose our 
perspective on God, and particularly on Jesus 
Christ as our Lord and Savior, then we have lost 
the key that makes us the Church. 

So, our incredibly strong teaching ministry 
will carry us into the future, as we not only grow 
spiritually, but we also challenge ourselves to 
walk as faithful disciples in Christ. 

I wish to express my deep appreciation and 
sincere gratitude to every Sunday School, 
Vacation Bible School, and Disciple Bible Study 
teacher for all that they give in loving ministry.  
May God bless them richly and guide us all. 

 
Signed:  ___________________________________                                            Date:  October 7, 2006 
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STATE OF THE CHURCH REPORT 

Charge/Church Name:  Cokesbury United Methodist Church                     District:  Alexandria 
 
 Pastor Russ was re-appointed to Cokesbury UMC by the 2006 Virginia Annual Conference, held in 
June. The congregation welcomed his renewed appointment. 
 The average weekly worship attendance dropped to 139 from last year’s 143 attendees.  This may be 
attributed to the relocation of some members to other parts of the Conference.  In spite of this, new members 
received into the congregation were 19 – just short of our quantitative goal of 20 that was set for the year 2006.  
Members are constantly reminded to help attract new members into the church by their actions, letters, e-mails 
and personal one-on-one invitations.  
 The generosity of our members, despite the weekly attendance drop, has allowed the church to pay fully 
all our apportionments to the District and the Conference; and to fulfill all other benevolence and connectional 
payments. 
 As part of our goal to nurture people in their faith, Cokesbury offered numerous short term Bible studies 
and seasonal studies.  These studies were very well received as we had 74 adults and 37 children and youth 
participate; far exceeding our goal of 65.  In addition to the studies (such as Vacation Bible School, church 
school and extended session, Disciple Bible Study, Advent and Lenten studies, and special seminars), Cokesbury 
has continued to nurture the spiritual growth of the people through weekly prayer group meetings, Easter prayer 
vigil, and outside spiritual growth and faith building programs such as the Walk to Emmaus. 
 As part of our vision to be Christ to others in our community and world, Cokesbury reached out in 
diverse ministries to our local community and beyond.  Cokesbury continues to operate the Flea Market, collect 
food for ACTS, provide meals for the Hilda Barg Homeless Prevention Center, and take special offerings for 
Rising Hope United Methodist Mission Church.  Additionally, this year Cokesbury began participating in the 
Lord’s Table at St. Paul UMC, a ministry to feed and spiritually nourish the homeless and low-income.  Our 
youth group has participated in the District Mission Plunge to glean fresh vegetables for regional food banks, 
and we provide Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets and gifts for families identified by a local elementary 
school.  Cokesbury also hosts Red Cross blood drives and Lifeline Screening.  Finally, two members of the 
congregation received UM Volunteer in Mission team leader training, and are qualified members of the Virginia 
Conference Early Response Team for disaster relief.  
 The Youth Group continues to attract new youth to the program.  The meetings are lively and spiritually 
uplifting, thanks to energy of the youth and fine leadership provided by our adult counselors. 
 United Methodist Men and Women provide important programs for the laity. 
 Helping Hands is another driving force of the church providing various social activities for the older 
adults.  Under this group, we participate in Operation Christmas Child. 
 Various committees have served their parts very well in bringing another year to an end.  We appreciate 
all the efforts that members of this congregation have put into all the various branches of service - by your 
presence, gifts and prayers. 
 The physical appearance of the Church, within and without has been improved.  We have an improved 
kitchen, library, bathrooms, nursery and parking lot, with handicap accessibility to all these areas.  There are still 
some more improvements to be done in accordance with the Church’s priority list. 
 Members within the community of our service and even beyond were constantly encouraged to join with 
us in the sharing of our faith that is Christ-centered.  The Church’s website also adds a tremendous touch to our 
outreach program. 
 The “Get Out of Debt” program initiated in 2006 is paying off some long-time, outstanding borrowing 
from some of the church’s designated giving accounts. 
 We strongly believe that this past year reflects the spiritual well-being of the congregation; and pray that 
we as a congregation we encourage others to grow in their faith, and inspire non-believers to be won for Christ. 
 We look forward to improving our achievements and strengthening our spiritual lives for the next year 
2007.  May God bless. 
 
    
Mary Jane Fizer, Co-Lay Leader Michael Obeng, Co-Lay Leader 
October 7, 2006 October 7, 2006 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 Ethel and Donald Lescure 
16 Sarah and Charles Burke 
17 Elizabeth and Michael Obeng 
25 Emily and David Ruebsamen 
30 Dorothy and Herbert Cooper 

1 Suzie Hawes 
 Gail Kornieck 
2 Logan Harris 
3 Jennifer Clark 
 Elizabeth Obeng 
 Mary Taylor 
6 Tina O’Brien 
 Deidre Dorsey 
7 Paul Gatt 
 Megan Cotter 
9 Laura Johnson 
 Robin BeMiller 
12 Diana Berry 
15 Mary Jane Fizer 
 Matthew Herrell 
 David Ruebsamen 
 Emily Ruebsamen 
16 Brandon Eland 
 Drew Eland 
18 Anita Yount 
 Linda Crawford 
19 Scott Miller 
20 Joseph Hasselvander 
23 Olga Fraser 
24 Rite Lutman 
25 Justin Lucas 
26 Genevieve Shingler 
27 Cassandra Salyers 
28 Damian Kelley 
29 Tony George 
30 Glenn Wirick 

Copyright 1999 from Christianity Today, Inc.  Used with permission 
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Money Matters 
By Walter Blair, Finance Committee 

* The table below shows Cokesbury’s financial picture as of October 15, 2006.  
2006 Annual Budget = $212,107 

Month-to-Date Year-to-Date Income Year-to-Date Expenses 

Month 

Required 
to meet the 

Budget 

Budgeted 
Income 

Received 

Required to 
meet the 
Budget 

Budgeted 
Income 

Received 

Percentage 
of the Budget 

Funded 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

Income 
to 

Expenses 
January $14,130 $16,510 $14,130 $16,510 128.5% $13,416 123.1% 

February $14,130 $14,167 $28,260 $30,677 108.6% $27,214 112.7% 
March $19,381 $16,148 $47,641 $46,825 98.3% $40,425 115.8% 
April $19,531 $18,231 $67,172 $65,056 96.9% $65,056 100.0% 
May $21,519 $16,514 $88,691 $81,570 92.0% $81,570 100.0% 
June $17,230 $16,893 $105,921 $98,464 93.0% $93,328 105.5% 
July $17,230 $18,616 $123,151 $117,080 95.1% $119,176 98.2% 

August $17,230 $15,993 $140,381 $133,073 94.8% $132,704 100.3% 
September $22,381 $16,535 $162,762 $149,608 91.9% $149,604 100.0% 

October* $20,881 $12,548 $175,291 $162,156 92.5% $165,865 97.8% 
November $14,230       

December* $14,234       

*** As of October 8, we have paid back $13,446 toward our $28,638 debt, leaving $15,192 *** 
• Month to Date: Required to meet the Budget – Amount the church needs to meet its projected funding. These figures are based on 

the projected monthly revenues based on offering history and projected fundraisers.  
• Month to Date: Budgeted Income Received - Amount the church has received toward the budget for the month indicated. 
• Year to Date: Required to meet the Budget - Cumulative budget needs to date. 
• Year to Date: Budgeted Income Received – Cumulative amount the church has received toward the budget. 
• Year to Date: Percentage of the Budget Funded - Comparison of budgeted offerings received vs budget needs. 
• Year to Date: Budgeted Expenses - Year-to-Date amount the church has spent against the budget.  ‘N/A’ indicates that 

expenditures have not been updated since the last end-of-month period. 
• Year to Date: Budgeted Income vs Budgeted Expenses – Percent of income received to expenses received. 

The Colonnade Staff 
Editors:  Linda Ennis and John Derickson 

Church Mailbox #3 

Send Articles to:  lindaennis@verison.net

Send Complaints to:  johnderickson@comcast.net  

Church email:   office@cokesburyumc.us 

Calendar:  Bunny Mahar 

Postal Coordinator:  Melissa Clark 

Church Office:  703-494-5400 

 
Articles for The Colonnade are due by the 

15th of each month for the next month’s 
edition. 

 

 

 
Get Out Of Debt 

As of October 8th 
we have paid back to ourselves 

$13,446 
toward our debt of 

$28,638! 
 

That is 
46.95% 

Of the total! 
 

Thank you, brothers and sisters of 
Cokesbury, for all you do! 

mailto:lindaennis@verison.net
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MISSION/OUTREACH NEWS 
By Robin BeMiller 
 

Once again, Cokesbury answered the call to be the hands and feet of Christ as we served dinner to the 
homeless and low income of our community at “The Lord’s Table”.  Each meal provides another 
opportunity to put Christ’s teachings into action as we live out our faith.  Not only did we serve a meal 
to those in need, we also provided a caring ear.  We talked with Randy who lives in a tent in Dale City.  
Randy is searching for a job and has lived in a tent with his wife for the past 3 years.  It is turning 
colder and “The Lord’s Table” provided them with blankets to help keep them warmer during the 
winter months.  We also welcomed Faith Hope, the 6-day old daughter of Alberta and Lance.   There 
are as many stories sitting around the tables as there are people.  If you have the opportunity, please 
join us at “The Lord’s Table” to offer encouragement and love to those who society has forgotten. 
 
 
 
 

MISSIONARY MOMENT 
 

Check out the Mission/Outreach Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall to see a postcard from Robert 
May who serves in Tonga as a teacher and information technology engineer/instructor at Queen Salote 
College.   Your prayer support of the missionaries of the Virginia Conference does make a difference in 
the lives of the missionaries as well as those they are serving.   
 
 
 

 
NEW MISSION FIELD OPENS! 

 
United Methodist Church is sending its first missionaries to Thailand in South East Asia.  A clergy 
couple from Kentucky is carrying the United Methodist Banner into a land where most of the people 
are Buddhist.  The Rev. Michael W. Morrissey, Jr., and the Rev. Sherri Tabaka-Morrissey were 
commissioned on October 10 in Stamford, CT, by the General Board of Global Ministries – the 
international mission agency of the United Methodist Church. 
 
The missionary couple will serve as pastors and teachers at God’s Purpose Church, a congregation in 
the city of Chon Buri, an hour outside of Bangkok, Thailand’s capital.  The independent congregation 
and the United Methodist mission agency have been forging ties over the past three years. 
 
God’s Purpose Church (“Pradumri” in Thai) was started in 1999 as a house church.  It became a 
congregation in 2002 and today has an average Sunday worship attendance of more than 100.  There 
are only about 8,000 Christians in Thailand but Christianity is steadily growing and there are no 
government restrictions against churches. 
 
God’s Purpose Church has active Bible and fellowship groups and hopes to become the base of a 
network of local churches and ministries in Thailand.  The Morrisseys are excited about the cross-
cultural experience they will have in Thailand and about the opportunities to spread the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and to engage in justice ministries. 
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United Methodist Women 
Update 

By Gayle Urban 

At the recent "UMW District Day", 
Cokesbury UMW was in fellowship with 
UMW units from around the Alexandria 
District.  Attending from our unit were Olga 
Bruce Fraser, Donna Sapp, Pam Herin, Mary 
Wright, Gayle Urban, and Anita Yount.  We 
received recognition certificates for "Mission 
Today" (participation and giving in various 
areas), 6-Star Unit (financial giving), and the 
Reading Program.  District women, who had 
attended the 2006 International UMW 
Assembly in California this summer, gave an 
inspiring report; we were all encouraged to 
look to the next assembly, which is in St. 
Louis in 2010.  District officers were elected 
for 2007, and outgoing officers were 
recognized; Gayle Urban received a 
recognition pin for her 8 years on the district 
board.  She is now the UMW Woodbridge 
Sub-District Coordinator.  

November 13:  Cokesbury UMW meets, 7 
p.m.  Program will be the Pledge Service, led 
by Peggy Dorton.  

November 18:  UMW officer training, at 
Morrisville UMC; Bealeton, VA. 9 a.m.-
noon.  

December 2:   UMW Woodbridge Sub-
District's "Advent Breakfast"; at Old Bridge 
UMC. 9 a.m.  Program speaker is Jean 
Reynolds, a clergy spouse and author of 
children's books; her latest book will be for 
sale.  

December 11:  Plans are underway for a 
joint Christmas party, with Cokesbury UMW 
& UMM.   

Congratulations to Olga Bruce Fraser who 
read the most books in our local unit!  We have 
had a busy year.  In this month of Thanksgiving, 
we thank God for all of the many ways that our 
unit has supported and been a part of mission 
work and spiritual growth.  God is good, all the 
time!  All the time, God is good! 

LITERACY VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA 
PRINCE WILLIAM, INC. 

Submitted by Bunny Mahar 
 

 Literacy Volunteers of America – Prince 
William, Inc., is a nonprofit organization that 
provides tutoring and educational services to 
adults in Prince William County, thus helping 
them achieve personal goals through the 
development of basic reading, writing and 
English speaking skills.   
 
 Approximately 91 million adults in 
America lack a sufficient foundation of basic 
literacy skills to function successfully in our 
society.  More than 33% of adults in Prince 
William County could benefit from basic literacy 
services like those provided by Literacy 
Volunteers of America. 
 
 If you would like to become a volunteer 
literacy tutor and help an adult learn to read, 
write and improve their English language skills, 
the next Tutor Training Workshop will be on 
Saturday, November 4, 9 am-4 pm and Saturday, 
November 18, 9 am-12 pm. The cost of the 
training is $30.  If you wish to register,  please 
call 703-670-5702 so that textbooks and 
directions can be available to you prior to the 
beginning of the workshop. 
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ANNUAL HAM DINNER 

By Walther Blair 
 

 The Finance Committee will host 
Cokesbury’s Annual Ham Dinner on December 
9th from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. This will be another 
wonderful opportunity for you to enjoy an 
evening out for fellowship and good food. The 
menu will include ham, corn, green beans, 
scalloped potatoes, rolls, beverages, and dessert 
pies. 
 The cost for this ALL-U-CAN-EAT 
dinner will be $7.00 for adults and $3.00 for 
children 3-11. Children under three will be 
admitted free. You can find the latest 
information at: 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us/dinner/
 

"SOUP-ER" LUNCHEON 
 By Bunny Mahar 
 

 November 5th is the date for the ever-
popular Soup & Salad luncheon that has become 
a tradition here at Cokesbury. 
 Lunch begins immediately after the 
second worship service.  Some of the soups 
available will be clam chowder, chili, potato, 
broccoli & cheese, vegetable beef, chicken 
noodle, French onion. and bean. Along with the 
soup, there will be a large salad and many 
delicious homemade cakes.  Crackers and 
beverages are also included.  You can fill your 
plate without emptying your wallet. 
 This one-time-good-deal is a mere $3.00 
per person.  Bring your family and friends.   

 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT INVENTORY
By Bunny Mahar 
 

 Helping Hands sponsors a medical 
equipment inventory.  Anyone in the 
congregation may borrow medical equipment 
that is available.  Because of the limited space 
available for storage of this equipment, you are 
asked to let us know that you have equipment 
you are willing to lend or give.  We will keep an 

inventory of the equipment that we know about 
and when there is a need, we will be able to 
locate the necessary items. 
  We hope to keep the inventory updated 
so that it will be available to everyone, regardless 
of age or necessity.  So if you have a cane, potty 
chair, bath seat, walker, wheel chair or any other 
medial supplies for child or adult that you are 
willing to lend, please call Mary Wright at 703-
730-0448 or the church office at 703-494-5400.  
If you have a need and we do not have 
knowledge of the required supplies within our 
congregation, we will attempt to locate the 
necessary items elsewhere.  We will appreciate 
your continued support for this project. 

 
SERMON SERVER 

By Walter Blair 
 

The Cokesbury Sermon Server is now online on 
the church web site. Here you will be able to 
HEAR Pastor Russ’s recent sermons in Windows 
streaming media format. It is as simple as 
clicking on the date you want to hear, sit back, 
and enjoy an inspiring message. Our goal is to 
post the latest sermon within a week or so of its 
presentation so if you are unable to attend a 
service or simply wish to re-hear a particular 
message, be sure to check the Sermon Server 
often! You can access it via the Quick Link box 
in the upper left of the church web site at 
http://www.CokesburyUMC.us/ or directly at 
sermons.cokesburyumc.us . 

http://www.cokesburyumc.us/dinner/
http://www.cokesburyumc.us/
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Cokesbury United Methodist Men 
30th Annual Fruit Sales 

 
Fruit Availability Cost per Box Cost per Half Box 

Pink Grapefruit Nov, Dec, Jan, Feb $23.00 $12.00 
Tangerines Nov, Dec, Feb $20.00 Not Available 
 Oranges     

Navels Nov and Dec $25.00 $13.00 
Tangelos Jan $33.00 $17.00 
Temples Feb $25.00 $13.00 

 
ORDER BY PICK UP 
Nov 8, 2006 Nov 20, 21 
Dec 6, 2006 Dec 18, 19 
Jan 10, 2007 Jan 22, 23 
Feb 7, 2007 Feb 19, 20 

To Order:  Call 703-347-3524 by 6 p.m. on or before November 8th. 
Pick up times are on Monday (Nov 20) and Tuesday (Nov 21) between 6-8 p.m. 

Extra fruit will be available for sale on Wednesdays between 6-8 p.m.


