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By Bunny Mahar 
 

Cokesbury will observe its 48th 
anniversary on Saturday, August 25, and 
Sunday, August 26.  There will be a picnic on 
Saturday from 5:00 until 7:00 p.m, with games 
and fun for everyone.  The United Methodist 
Men will provide hot dogs, hamburgers and all 
the trimmings and the Founders’ Day Committee 
will provide the rest of the food for the picnic.  
Food will be catered so there is no need to bring 
a dish.   Just come and enjoy! 
 

On Sunday, there will be only one 
worship service at 10:00, with the message 
delivered by retired pastor, Reverend Robert 
Brookover, III.  Reverend Brookover is a former 
member of Cokesbury, and it was from 
Cokesbury that he went into the ministry.  So we 
tend to look proudly on his accomplishments and 
look forward to welcoming him back.  Special 
music will be provided by the Bull Run 
Troubadours quartet.   

 
Founders’ Day

Following the service, there will be a 
potluck luncheon where we hope to become 
reacquainted with some old friends who will 
return for this special occasion.  If possible, 
please bring a main dish and a side, salad, or 
dessert to ensure there is enough food to share 
with visitors. 
 

A special Founders’ Day offering will be 
taken.  The offering is designated for new 
American and Christian flags for the altar and 
new chairs for the narthex.  We are requesting 
that your donation be in increments of 48 to 
celebrate our 48 years, such as 48 dollars, 48 
dimes, 48 quarters, etc.   
 

We hope to have a large attendance at 
both of these special observances.  Remember 
that on Saturday, you do not have to bring any 
food, but on Sunday please bring a generous 
item for the potluck luncheon.  This is a great 
cause for celebration! 

 
 Worship Services 

8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 
Nursery available both services 

The 11am worship service features a 
children’s worship for 4-9 year olds. 
On months with 5 Sundays, Service 
begins at 10 AM on the 5th Sunday 

 

Sunday School 9:45 AM 
(For children, youth, and adults) 

 

Cokesbury UMC Web Site: 
http://www.CokesburyUMC.us

DID YOU KNOW … 
 
The name "Cokesbury" is derived from 
combining the last names of the first two 
Methodist bishops, Thomas Coke and 
Francis Asbury.  They were elected at the 
Organizational Conference of the 
Methodist Church in Baltimore in 1784.  
This historic conference is now known as 
the "Christmas Conference." 

http://www.cokesburyumc.us/
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 “Teach me the way I should go, for to you I lift 
up my soul.”  Psalm 143.8b 
  
  “Soaring to New Heights with God” was 
the theme of Vacation Bible School, 2007, and 
32 children participated during the week of July 
9-13.  Evening adult class also met, with 16 
participants.  Decorations of hot air balloons 
could be seen throughout the church, and 
“Professor Skylar”, the owl, was flying high in 
his hot air balloon, while his puppet buddies, 
“Wilbur” the horse and “Orville” the dog did 
their best to be good “Sky Scout” mentors for the 
VBS children.  With shouts of “Lift off!,” the 
children at Vacation Bible School expressed 
their enthusiasm each morning as they prepared 
for a new day of discovering God’s love!   
 Their excitement and energy carried on 

through Music, Snacks, Bible 
Storytelling, Discovery Lab, 
and Crafts, and each day was 
filled with adventure!  Two 
mission projects were lifted 

up during the week:  
food donations for 

ACTS, and money for the St. 
Andrew’s Potato Project.  The 

children, as well as adults from the adult VBS 
class, did a good job of filling up the food 
basket, and bringing their coins for the “Mr. 
Potato Head” jar!  The potato donations totaled 
$146.53, and each nickel buys one pound of 
potatoes.  Both mission projects will provide 
food for those in need. 
 There were many people, both behind-
the-scenes and interacting with the students, who 
gave of their time and talents and helped make 
Vacation Bible School week such a success.  
Retired schoolteacher Alice McMaster was there 
each morning, bright and early, to greet the 
students and oversee the registration and 
nametags.  Parent volunteer Yvonne Sherman 
stepped up to be a class guide mid-week when 
the need arose.  Busy hands in the kitchen made 
sure that snacks were ready for the table, and on 
Friday the busy chefs of United Methodist Men 

made sure that grilled hamburgers and hot dogs 
were ready for the picnic that students and 
families enjoyed on the last day.   

Vacation Bible School Soars to New Heights!

  Director Melissa Clark and a team of 
about two dozen volunteers led the children’s 
VBS program, and teacher Monica Arredondo 
taught the adult class.  Tanya Vance led the 
children’s music, with wonderful songs that were 
reminders of God’s love.  Pastor Russ was Bible 
Storyteller, helping the children act out the 
week’s Bible stories, and Rick Clark was in the 
Discovery Lab doing experiments for the 
children that demonstrated each day’s 
theme.  
 An informal 
survey in the adult class, 
showed that out of 13 
adults, there were 9 who 
attended Vacation Bible 
School as a child.  There 
were also 9 who have taught 
Sunday School or VBS.  
There were 7 for whom this was 
their first VBS adult class.  Four had a parent 
who taught VBS or Sunday School.  Do you 
have memories of Vacation Bible School?  How 
did that experience have a part in your faith 
journey?  Mary Wright, who was one of the 
Craft Ladies this year, recalls that the last time 
she was in VBS, she was 17 years old…she 
observed that it is good to be back in VBS!   
Grace Bockes remembers how her childhood 
was blessed by the ladies of the church who 
helped her so much when she was growing up.  
Norma Burnette recalls how her mom would 
walk her to church, and how it always felt right 
with God to be in church.  Other remembrances 
were:  “Just seeing all the kids and activity going 
on in the church reminds me of the wonderful 
times I had at Vacation Bible School when I was 
a kid.”  “I liked meeting kids from other 
churches.”  
  Fun and faith combine at Vacation Bible 
School, and the children had time for both.  Key 
words each day were:  
Follow…Trust…Listen…Repent…Serve.  
“3…2…1…Lift off!  
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Youth Pick ‘N’ Plunge 
August 9, 2007 

 Every year the Cokesbury Youth participate in the Alexandria District’s Mission Day for youth called 
“Youth Pick ‘N’ Plunge.  We will leave Cokesbury at 8:30am and travel to St. Matthew’s UMC and meet with 
other churches in our district.   Then we will travel to the gleaning site in Beltsville MD.  We never know what 
the product may be that we will glean.  One year it was corn, the next year it was tomatoes, this year, well, we’ll 
find out when we get there. 
 After we get all hot and sweaty and have had our bag lunch on site, we head back to Northern Virginia 
and hit the pool for a couple of hours.  Then we have worship and a pizza party.  We’ll be back at Cokesbury 
about 6:30pm. 
 This event is for teenagers going into the 6th grade through the 12th grade.  Please see the list of items 
for you to bring: 

o Water bottle (refills are available at worksite) 
o Bag lunch/drink 
o Bathing suit, 
o Towel 
o Sunscreen 
o Clean clothes to change into for the ride home 
o $5.00 for pizza/pool 
o Hat and Work gloves are highly recommended 

 
Bring (for others): 

o A package of diapers for Grace Ministries 
o Loose change for UMCOR’s “Nothing But Nets” campaign. 

 
Also, you’ll need to fill out forms…. 

o Permission and Waiver of Liability 
o Food for Others Gleaning Form 
o Covenant for Cokesbury UMC Youth Events 
o Medical Form (if we don’t have one on file already for you) 

 
We’ll work hard and play hard and this event is always well organized.  So take a break from your 

summer activities to help others, play, and worship.  If you would like to go and need information or forms, 
please contact Linda Ennis at 703-680-7534, or contact the church office at 703-494-5400. 

 

BIBLE PHISHING 
INDECISIVENESS 

Submitted by Michael Obeng Sr. 
 
 The Bible contains over seven thousand 
(7,000) promises, and God entreats us to take 
advantage of every one of them. Why are many 
believers not experiencing God’s abundance in their 
lives? 
 The Bible in James 4:2 says, “You do not 
have because you do not ask”. 
 To some, the pattern of indecisiveness is a 
continuing habit. God is waiting patiently for us to 
make up our minds as to what we want. 
 

 
 
 “Bluntly” put by James in the New 
Testament:   “But when you ask Him, be sure that 
you really expect Him to tell you, for a doubtful mind 
will be as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is driven 
and tossed by the wind; and every decision you then 
make will be uncertain, as you turn first this way and 
then that. If you don’t ask with faith, don’t expect the 
Lord to give you any solid answer”(James 1:6-8, 
TLB) 
 Once you decide and commit it to the Lord, 
you have a goal. Then God can begin to unfold each 
step of His plan for you. With God-honoring goals 
and dreams before us, life becomes a forward-
looking and purposeful experience rather than a 
series of unrelated and undirected circumstances. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 Norma and Joe Burnette 
3 Mary Jane and Harry Fizer 
4 Leanne and Michael Gribik 
6 Becky and Jeff Ash 
9 Alyssa and Chris Drye 
 Rita and George Johnson 
13 Karen and John Lucas 
15 Barbara and Ed Horne 
19 Doris and Steve Price 
21 Marian and Oless Gherke 
27 Debra and William Clark 
 Peggy and Kyle Keen 
29 Peggy and Don Dorton 

1 Steve Herin  
 George Johnson 
 Kevin Kornieck 
2 Deborah Stead 
3 Juanita Brown  
 Peggy Embrey 
6 Jonathan Harris 
8 Jimmy Harris 
9 Brenda Hall  
 Bryan Hatch 
 Robert Powell, Jr. 
 Carl Zeigler, Sr. 
 Cheryl Yoho 
10 Jarod Owen 
15 Karen Lucas 
18 Robert Stead 
 Hafsatu Sesay 
20 Hazel Alvarado 
 Lisa Miller 
 Mabel Obeng 
21 Krista Herin 
23 Esther Addy 
 Kimberly Wirkner 
24 Emmett Wright 
 Darlene Seyler 
25 Rose Palmer 
26 Anna Calender  
 Jim Hall 
27 William Burkett 
 Barbara Woods 
29 Melanie Blair 
 Erin Deyerle 

Copyright 1999 from Christianity Today, Inc.  Used with permission 

The Christmas Conference was an historic founding 
conference of the newly independent Methodists within 
the U.S. held just after the American Revolution.  Prior 
to the conference, American Methodism consisted of 
itinerant preachers commissioned by John Wesley, 

founder of the Methodist Societies in England. 
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Money Matters 
By Don Dorton, Finance Committee 

The table below shows Cokesbury’s financial picture as of June 30, 2007.  
2007 Funded Annual Budget = $211,400 

Month-to-Date Year-to-Date Income Year-to-Date Expenses 

Month 

Required 
to meet the 

Budget 

Budgeted 
Income 

Received 

Required to 
meet the 
Budget 

Budgeted 
Income 

Received 

Percentage 
of the Budget 

Funded 

Budgeted 
Expenses 

Income 
to 

Expenses 
January $16,185 $12,434 $16,185 $12,434 76.8% $16,549 75.1% 

February $16,185 $12,408 $32,370 $24,842 76.7% $34,732 71.5% 
March $16,185 $21,743 $48,555 $46,585 95.9% $46,180 99.1% 
April $20,230 $16,047 $68,785 $62,632 91.1% $68,069 92.0% 
May $16,185 $15,897 $84,970 $78,529 92.4% $85,730 91.6% 
June $16,185 $15,782 $101,155 $94,311 93.2% $109,830 85.9% 
July $20,230  $121,885     

August $16,185  $138,070     
September $20,730  $158,800     

October $16,185  $174,985     
November $16,185  $191,170     
December $20,230  $211,400     

 
** As of June 30, we have paid back $20,086 toward our $28,638 debt, leaving $8,552 ** 

 
• Month to Date: Required to meet the Budget – Amount the church needs to meet its projected funding. These figures are based on 

the projected monthly revenues based on offering history and projected fundraisers.  
• Month to Date: Budgeted Income Received - Amount the church has received toward the budget for the month indicated. 
• Year to Date: Required to meet the Budget - Cumulative budget needs to date. 
• Year to Date: Budgeted Income Received – Cumulative amount the church has received toward the budget. 
• Year to Date: Percentage of the Budget Funded - Comparison of budgeted offerings received vs budget needs. 
• Year to Date: Budgeted Expenses - Year-to-Date amount the church has spent against the budget.  ‘N/A’ indicates that 

expenditures have not been updated since the last end-of-month period. 
• Year to Date: Budgeted Income vs Budgeted Expenses – Percent of income received to expenses received. 

_______________________________________________ 

Can you believe it! The Colonnade Staff 
Editors:  Linda Ennis and John Derickson 

Church Mailbox #3 

Send Articles to:  lindaennis@verison.net

Send Complaints to:  johnderickson@comcast.net  

Church email:   office@cokesburyumc.us 

Calendar:  Bunny Mahar 

Postal Coordinator:  Melissa Clark 

Church Office:  703-494-5400 

 
Articles for The Colonnade are due by the 

15th of each month for the next month’s 
edition. 

 

Cokesbury UMC started out with a 
28,638 dollar debt and we, as a 
congregation, have managed to whittle 
that down to 8,552 dollars as of the end of 
June. 

Father God is so good to us and He 
has blessed us with so many giving 
Christian brothers and sisters.  Praise the 
Lord!! 

Just a little more to go and we’ll be 
debt FREE. 

mailto:lindaennis@verison.net
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By Emmett Wright 
 
The Evangelism Expo was held Tuesday 

and Wednesday during Annual Conference week 
with the theme “Let’s Get Growing!” All for 
Jesus. Several churches from around the Virginia 
conference filled one exhibit hall of the Roanoke 
Civic Center with displays on what they are 
doing to make Disciples of Jesus. Each exhibit 
was staffed by members of the various 
congregations including Lay Leaders and Pastors 
who shared their ideas through short mealtime 
presentations and one on one conversations and 
hand out resource materials on Evangelism. 
 There were many exhibits displayed with 
ideas for small church growth and large church 
growth. Some of the groups mainly used Hi-
Tech resources on the internet to invite people to 
church and others through mail ministry, but 
many felt the door to door methods (door 
hangers, ringing door bells) for marketing your 
church were more personal. We spoke briefly 
with most of the exhibitors among them was 
Reverend Larry Davies author of the book, Live 
the Light. While the focus of his exhibit was 
youth oriented, his book (We have an 
autographed copy and his middle name is 
Emmett) can be used as a five week study course 
or for Sunday school. 
 His book is similar in style to the book, The 
Purpose Driven Life .  
 We were reacquainted with Reverend 
Franklin Gillis of Four Seasons Ministry in 
Richmond whose work book “ Unbinding the 
Gospel” can also be used for a four part study. 
His book is based in part on Martha Grace 
Reese’ “Unbinding the Gospel: Real Life 
Evangelism” 
available at the Cokesbury Book Store. We also 
met Reverend Sherry Daniels pastor of Norfolk 
UMC which is a small church on its way to 
being a large church.  
Rev. Daniels talked about how reluctant some of 
the older members in the congregation had been 
to try new technology and now they perform 
demonstrations and teach this technology using 
the internet for Disciple Bible study. 

 In the general conference exhibit hall we 
talked with lay people from numerous churches 
and groups with pamphlets and other handouts 
on their ministries. One Minister told us how his 
church raised $98,000 selling peanuts last year 
and gave the money to various ministries such as 
the Henry Fork Service Center and the Roanoke 
Service Center.  These Service Centers provide 
before and after school care for children in some 
of Virginia’s most impoverished areas. The 
Service Centers also provide meals, help with 
home work and snacks to the children. And, 
often during the summer time this meal is the 
only meal many of the children eat. Some of the 
funds were used to support the Heifer Project as 
well. The Heifer Project purchases farm animals 
(pregnant if possible) to be shipped to countries 
around the world. The logic behind shipping 
pregnant animals is that the receiving families 
will give the young to another family to help 
them sustain a better way of life. There was an 
unusual display at this booth a Lucite tube about 
three feet tall almost full of quarters and ( the 
minister asked us each if we had a quarter) he 
then explained that when the tube was full it 
would contain $125.00 enough to purchase one 
sheep. He also had a very large cow bell that he 
would ring when the tube was full. A few 
minutes later during our lunch we heard the bell 
ringing signifying the goal was achieved. 

“Let’s Get  Growing”  All for Jesus Evangelism Expo 

 At the Methodist Men’s exhibit materials 
were displayed concerning the award received by 
the General Commission on UMM for sending 
the devotional book “Strength for Service – to 
God and Country” to troops deployed in Iraq. 
More information is available at:  

www.strengthforservice.org. 
 

      Reverend Michael Slaughter who preached at 
a special Evangelism and dynamic service 
Tuesday evening charged all Christians to act 
justly. Rev. Slaughter from Ginghamsburg, 
Ohio, talked about how his church has grown in 
an economically depressed area. The key is to 
become a missional church, he said. He spoke  
 
Continued on Page 7 

http://www.strengthforservice.org/
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Continued from Page 6, “Let’s Get Growing”… 
 
about how Ginghamsburg began its growth after 
reaching out to Ethiopia in 1981 raising $18,000 
for hunger relief, and in this area of Blue collar 
workers where ( Delphi has closed 5 to 7 plants 
that made automobile 
parts) recently have raised more than $300,000 
to create a sustainable agriculture project in 
Darfur. He stated, “The light of the church goes 
forth when you demonstrate the righteousness of 
God in the community where you live”. Rev. 
Slaughter concluded that it is not about numbers, 
“Give me 10 people who want to act justly, and 
see what God can do”.  
 The service on Evangelism emphasized 
that there is no real formula for church growth, 
but having a passion for Christ and walking 
humbly with God are essential. 
Rev. Slaughter also stated at Christmas time 
whatever you spend for gifts for yourself and 
family, give an equal amount to the church for 
the needy “It’s not your Birthday”. 
 We brought back five tote bags of 
resource materials to share. I hope that you will 
find some of it useful. 

Among the materials we gathered were 
five hundred door hangers that can be 
customized for our use. Thanks to our Cokesbury 
family for giving us the opportunity to attend the 
Evangelism Expo. It was well worth our time 
and attention and will long be remembered.  

I am glad Mary went with me, because 
she kept me company, joined in the 
conversations and helped me pick up and carry 
materials. 

 
 

JOHN 3:16 
Submitted by Michael Obeng Sr. 
 

 A little boy was selling newspapers 
on ONE cold day. The little boy was so cold 
that he wasn't trying to sell many papers.  
 He walked up to a police officer 
nearby and said, "Mister, you wouldn't 
happen to know where a poor boy could find 
a warm place to sleep tonight, would you? 
You see, I sleep in a box up around the 

corner there and down the alley and it's 
awful cold in there for tonight. Surely, it 
would be nice to have a warm place to stay.” 
 The policeman looked down at the 
little boy and said, "You go down the street 
to that big white house and knock on the 
door. When opened, and someone comes 
out the door, just say John 3:16, and they 
will let you in." 
 The boy obeyed, walked up to the 
steps and knocked on the door, and a lady 
answered. He looked up and said, "John 
3:16."  The lady said, "Come on in, Son." 
She took him in and she sat him down in a 
split bottom rocker in front of a great big old 
fireplace, and she went off. The boy sat 
there for a while and thought to himself: 
John 3:16 ... I don't understand it, but it sure 
makes a cold boy warm. 
 Later she came back and asked him 
"Are you hungry?"  He said, "Well, just a 
little. I haven't eaten in a couple of days, and 
I guess I could stand a little bit of food." The 
lady took him in the kitchen and sat him 
down to a table full of wonderful food.  He 
ate and ate until he couldn't eat any more. 
Then he thought to himself:  John 3:16 
...Boy, I sure don't understand it but it sure 
makes a hungry boy full. 
 She took him upstairs to a bathroom 
to a huge bathtub filled with warm water, 
and he sat there and soaked for a while. As 
he soaked, he thought to himself:  John 3:16 
... I sure don't understand it, but it sure 
makes a dirty boy clean.  You know, I've not 
had a bath, a real bath, in my whole life.  
The only bath I ever had was when I stood 
in front of that big old fire hydrant as they 
flushed it out. 
 The lady came in and got him. She 
took him to a room, tucked him into a big old 
feather bed, pulled the covers up around his 
neck, kissed him goodnight and turned out 
the lights. As he lay in the darkness and 
looked out the window at the snow coming 
down on that cold night, he thought to 
himself: John 3:16 ...I don't understand it but 
it surely gives a tired boy some rest indeed. 
 
Continued on Page 8 
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Continued from Page 7 … “John 3:16” 
 
 The next morning the lady came back 
up and took him down again to that same 
big table full of food. After meals, she took 
him back to that same big old split bottom 
rocker in front of the fireplace and  
picked up a big old Bible. 
 She sat down in front of him and 
looked into his young face. "Do you 
understand John 3:16? " she asked gently. 
He replied, "No, Ma'am, I don't. The first 
time I ever heard it was last night when the 
police officer told me to use it." 
 She opened the Bible to John 3:16 
and began to explain to him about Jesus. 
Right there, in front of that big old fireplace, 
he gave his heart and life to Jesus.  He sat 
there and thought: John 3:16 -- don't 
understand it, but it sure makes a lost boy 
feel safe. 
 You know, I have to confess I don't 
understand it either, how God was willing to 
send His Son to die for me, and how Jesus 
would agree to do such a thing.  I don't 
understand the agony of the Father and 
every angel in heaven as they watched 
Jesus suffer and die.  I don't understand the 
intense love for ME that kept Jesus on the 
cross till the end.  I don't understand it, but it 
sure does make life worth living. 
 John 3:16 “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life”. 
 

Stay Blessed 
 
 

Aging Parents 
 
 Wesley Theological Seminary will offer a 
course “Helping People Dealing with Aging 
Parents” on 4 Saturdays; Septeember 29, 
October 13, October 27 and November 10 from 9 
am to 4 pm. 
 Dr. Gerald Miller is the instructor.  The 
course is designed to help those in your 
congregations who both have aging parents and 

those caregivers who work with people dealing 
with aging parents. 
 The cost of the course is $338.00 to audit 
($848.00 for masters degree credit).  OR, for 3 or 
more people from the same church, the tuition is 
$100.00 per person.  For this option, send the 
names of the persons taking the course on church 
letterhead, along with a check for their tuition to: 
Susan Willhauck 
4500 Massachusettes Ave., NW 
Washington DC  20016 
 For more information or to download a 
registration form, go to 
www.wesleyseminary.edu and click on 
“Equipping Lay Ministy” 
 
 

Yum Yum, Ice Cream 
By Bunny Mahar 
 
 The United Methodist Men and United 
Methodist Women got together on Monday, July 

16th, and celebrated summer with an 
ice cream social.  The men held a 
short meeting first and the women 

set up all the mouth-watering ice 
cream treats. 
 
 Each member of the 
UMM brought his favorite ice 
cream so there were many 
different flavors to choose 
from.  Conspicuously absent 
was vanilla.  However, 
everybody got to try a 
number of different flavors.  
To top things off, the women 
provided the ice cream 
toppings. There were hot 

fudge (of course!), fresh 
strawberries, butterscotch, caramel, maple 
pecans, peanuts, M&M’s, and others.  It was a 
beautiful evening of fellowship and, in true 
Methodist fashion, good food. 
 
 The next UMM and UMW meetings will 
be held on their regular date on Monday, August 
13, at 7:30 p.m.   
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 At a benefit dinner a few years ago, actor Jimmy Stewart gave a speech in which 
he tried to define leadership. Denis Waitley was there, and he summarized Stewart's 
speech as follows: 
 
 "Real leaders come in all shapes and sizes and from all walks of life. But they 
all have a few things in common: 
 

They are never so big that they can't bend down to help someone else. 
They are never so wise that they don't remember who taught them. 
They are never so gifted that they won't share their skills with others. 
They are never so fearless that they don't play by the rules and live by the law. 
They are never such big winners that they forget what it feels like to lose. 

 
The New Dynamics of Winning:  Gain the Mindset of a Champion for Unlimited 

Success in Business and Life (New York:  William Morrow, 1993), 145-46. 
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