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The Family Care Committee will be hosting the 8th Annual Kids 
Fest on Saturday, June 14, 2008.  The Family Care Committee is 
currently seeking volunteers to help make this another fun-filled 
event.   There will be craft tables, face painting, games and many 
other activities for the kids to participate in.  If you are interested in 
helping out with Kids Fest, a sign up sheet is located in the 
Narthex or contact Cheryl Petitt at (703) 590-2495 or by email at:  
clpetitt@comcast.net. 
                                                                                                                          _____________________________________________________________ 

Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

Nursery available both services 
The 11am worship service features a 
children’s worship for 4-9 year olds. 
On months with 5 Sundays, Service 
begins at 10 AM on the 5th Sunday 

 

Sunday School 9:45 AM 
(For children, youth, and adults) 

 

Cokesbury UMC Web Site: 
http://www.CokesburyUMC.us

http://www.cokesburyumc.us/
mailto:clpetitt@comcast.net
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The Good Steward 
14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15 to one 
he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 The 
one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In 
the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one 
talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of 
those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 
more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in 
a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And the one with the 
two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 
talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where 
you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You 
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 
28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents.’   Matthew 25:14-27 

 
 In this parable from the gospel according to Matthew, Jesus tells us that we all have a role to play in 
furthering the kingdom of God here on earth.  In the parable of the talents, Jesus suggests that we are all 
stewards who have been given something from God.  Since a talent was a sum of money equivalent to more 
than 15 years of wages for a laborer, Jesus implies that we have received something that has great worth; that 
we have been richly blessed by God. 
 With that blessing comes a responsibility to be a good steward of what God has given to us.  The 
good steward is the one who uses that gift or talent most efficiently.  Yes, maybe even takes some risk with 
the gift, to use it in a bold way that allows God to make even more use of it. 
 In fact, in the parable, the steward who takes the talent given to him by the master and hides it, only 
to return it unused, is rebuked by the master.   
 In this parable from the gospel according to Matthew, Jesus tells us that we all have a role to play in 
furthering the kingdom of God here on earth.  In the parable of the talents, Jesus suggests that we are all 
stewards who have been given something from God.  Since a talent was a sum of money equivalent to more 
than 15 years of wages for a laborer, Jesus implies that we have received something that has great worth; that 
we have been richly blessed by God. 
 With that blessing comes a responsibility to be a good steward of what God has given to us.  The 
good steward is the one who uses that gift or talent most efficiently.  Yes, maybe even takes some risk with 
the gift, to use it in a bold way that allows God to make even more use of it. 
 In fact, in the parable, the steward who takes the talent given to him by the master and hides it, only 
to return it unused, is rebuked by the master.   
In God’s grace, Russ 

Welcome New Members! 
 On Sunday, April 27th, we joyously received 14 new members into the church, which included six 
baptisms. 
 Please welcome:  Helen Azzano, Beulah Green, Michael Haman, Gwendolyn Crispell, Jonathon 
Daniels, the Bickersteth family (Christopher, Nemata, Pearl, Ayinde, and Nalo), and the Garrett family 
(John, Lauri, Joshua, and Danielle). 
 May they grow in their faith and love, and may we all be encouraged in living a life in service of 
Christ Jesus as we use our gifts and talents in the ministries of the church. 
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Youth Corner 
By Linda Ennis 

 
 As I write this, it’s hard to believe that April is almost over.  We have 
been playing a tribal game where the youth took on the identity of a youth or 
child of two tribes in Africa.  Each tribe had a set of cards describing the 
children including whether the child was hungry, had asthma, Aids, missing 
limbs, or sick with malaria.  The youth realized through this game that things are 
tough for people who have no money or food, and have to walk long distances 
just to get water or a loaf of bread.    
 In May, we’ll get back to our regular programming.  Please note that we 
typically do not meet on Mother’s Day, but since this is the last date that Sudley 
UMC will host the Milkshake & Messiah, we will offer all youth who aren’t 
busy with Mom stuff to join us at 4:00pm on May 11. 
 Another treat for the youth in May is a trip to Kings Dominion.  This trip 
is for the youth who come regularly to the youth group activities and help make 
it work.  Without them, there would BE no youth group.  Participation will be 
limited and the youth who are eligible to go and will be contacted. 
 I would also like to thank Mary Jane and Harry Fizer for providing a 
meal for the youth on April 20th.  It was delicious.  And thanks also goes to 
Marci Villanueva for stepping in and helping to provide chaperone support when 
the Adult Leaders have not been able to attend events. 
 

HERE’S WHAT THE SCHEDULE LOOKS LIKE FOR MAY: 
 

May 4 – Youth Program, (Topic to be decided) 
 

May 11 - M&M 
 

May 18 - Youth Program, (Topic to be decided) 
 

May 25 - No youth program because of Memorial Weekend 
 

May 31 - Saturday at Kings Dominion 
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Tithing and the Economic 
Stimulus Rebate 

There is great expectation surrounding the 
soon to arrive tax rebates.  News stories talk of 
when they might arrive and what people might 
do with it when it does arrive.  There are 
advertisements encouraging you to spend your 
rebate dollars locally to help stimulate the 
economy, and others that simply want you to 
spend it with them. 

In all this expectation and excitement, let 
us not forget to give a share to the church.  
Giving of our resources to further the ministries 
of the church is a basic principle of scripture, and 
a tithe or 10% was the common amount.  Jesus 
never said that we had to give a certain portion 
of our resources, but whatever amount we give to 
the work of God should be done with a glad 
heart and a generous spirit.   

When we made our estimates of giving for 
2008, none of us knew that we would be getting 
a tax rebate in 2008.  The rebate really is an 
unexpected income, and as such may be the 
perfect time for you to tithe.  Even if you have 
never practiced this spiritual discipline in the 
past, this may be the time to try it. 

If every person who participates in the life 
of the church tithed 10 percent of their rebate 
check by giving either $60 (for an individual) or 
$120 (for a couple) to Cokesbury, the church 
would most likely be on a firm financial 
foundation for the rest of the year. 

 Please prayerfully consider giving a tithe 
to the church.  Then, what ever the amount you 
give, do so with a glad and thankful heart. 

 

Meals for Hilda Barg Homeless 
Prevention Center 

 Cokesbury is scheduled to serve meals at 
the Hilda Barg Homeless Prevention Center from 
Sunday, May 25, through Wednesday, May 28.  
We are responsible for providing the evening 
meal and also breakfast foods and preparing 

lunches for the next day.  There will be a sign-up 
sheet in the narthex with menus, asking for food 
donations. 
 Servers are also required.  It is a 
rewarding time serving meals to those less 
needy.  If you can help, please sign up for a 
specific day and arrive at the shelter at 6:00 p.m.  
It is an easy way to reach out; there are simple 
guidelines to follow.   
 Cokesbury is responsible for providing 
meals to the shelter twice each year.  It is an 
important ministry of the church and can only 
happen with the help of many. 

 
United Methodist Women Update 

 
By Gayle Urban 
Secretary, United Methodist Women 
 

Retreat:  Springtime has arrived!  May is the month 
of the annual “UMW Spiritual Life Retreat” in 
Blackstone, VA and several of the Cokesbury UMW 
are planning to attend.  There will be women from all 
over the conference, which means good fellowship as 
we connect with our sisters in Christ.  
 Cost for the retreat (Saturday, May 17-
Sunday, May 18) is $69.05, and includes overnight 
accommodations and meals (Saturday, lunch and 
dinner; Sunday, breakfast and lunch).  We plan to 
carpool, with the church van, and depart from the 
Featherstone School lot at 6 a.m. on May 17.  All 
women from the church are welcome to attend.  
Contact Mary Wright or Donna Sapp if you plan to 
go, or if you have any questions.  Mary has 
registration forms.  Retreat theme is “Listening to 
God” and the leader is Susan Rauch.  Music leader is 
Louise Landis Miller. 
 
Cokesbury UMW meet on the second Monday of 
each month; the afternoon “Ruth Circle” meets at 1 
p.m. in Room 4; the evening circle meets at 7:30 in 
Room 4.  The executive committee is: President 
Mary Wright, Vice President Donna Sapp, Treasurer 
Peggy Dorton, Secretary Gayle Urban.  
 
Reminder:  The UMW is collecting donations for 2 
mission projects:  Red Bird Mission, and the 
Healing Eagle Clinic.  You can get a list of some 
items needed, from Mary or Gayle.  Items can be 
brought to a monthly meeting, or given to one of the 
women. 
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By Joe Greene 
 
A HEAVENLY CHOIR ATTENDED AND 
PERFORMED AT COKESBURY'S UNITED 
METHODIST MEN'S MEETING - well, not 
really, but since our musical accompanist was 
absent, we sang our opening and closing hymn 
acapella style and if I must say so, we sounded 
well, heavenly. 
 
 Bob Mahar then officially opened the 
meeting with a Bible reading and each member 
then expressed his joys and 
concerns.  Continuing with our fellowship we 
turned to the business portion of the meeting and 
decided on the following items and or projects: 
 

• Once a month our men's group will 
officially work the flea market but as 
many of us know, numerous men are 
weekly attendees. 

• We will prepare and serve a Mothers Day 
brunch on May the 11th.  The brunch will 
consist of eggs, bacon, sausage, 
pancakes, fruit, juice and coffee and will 
be served between services. 

• Will visit the Ruxton Center on May the 
10th.   

• We discussed the idea of attending a 
Potomac Nationals baseball game on 
June the 21st.  A group discount is 
available if at least twenty (20) people 
attend.  If any baseball fan is interested, 
please let us know. 

• Methodist Men continue to assist 
Cokesbury's members with projects in 
and around their homes with the intent of 
enhancing ones quality of life.  If 
assistance is required, please don't 
hesitate to ask. 

• Methodist Men are planning to work with 
Project Mend-A-House.  Jack Kornieck is 
the point of contact for these projects and 
his efforts are much appreciated. 

 

 Our next meeting is scheduled for May 
12th and although the weather is starting to heat 
up, we would hope more Methodist Men would 
join us for a "cool" evening of fun and 
fellowship. 

United Methodist Men in the News

 

What Jesus Means to the Believer 
Our Strength (Ps. 27:1). 

Our Wisdom (1 Cor. 1 :30). 

Our Sanctification (1 Cor. 1 :30). 

Our Righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21). 

Our Redemption (1 Cor. 1 :30). 

Our Peace (John 16:33; Eph. 2:14). 

Our Victory (1 Cor. 15:57; Col. 2:15). 

Our Joy (John 15:11). 

Our Hope (Col. 1 :27). 

Our Obedience (Heb. 10:7). 

Our Spiritual Fullness (Col. 2:9-10). 

Our Goodness (Gal. 5:22). 

Our Source of Love (John 17:26; 1 John 4:8). 

Our Kindness (Gal. 5:22). 

Our Source of Forgiveness (Luke 23:34). 

Our Patience (Gal. 5:22). 

Our Rest (Matt. 11 :28; Heb. 4:10). 

Our Self-Control (Gal. 5:23). 

Our Freedom (Col. 2:16-17). 

Our Gentleness (Gal. 5:22). 

Our Spiritual Mind (1 Cor. 2:16). 

Our Faithfulness (Gal. 5:22). 

Our Access to God (John 14:6; Eph. 3:21). 

Our LIFE (Phil. 1 :21 ; Col. 3:4). 
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Giving to Special Offerings 
 Giving is an important part of our spiritual growth in our journey of faith.  As God’s people, we 
have been called to serve others and to be a sign of God’s care and compassion to all the world, both 
locally and globally.   

 Each Sunday, we receive an offering during our worship service.  The funds from this weekly 
offering are budgeted to pay for Cokesbury’s operating expenses and our local ministries. 

 At various times throughout the year in additions to our weekly offering, we receive special 
offerings to support global and regional ministries.  These special offerings allow us as individuals and 
as a local church to join with other United Methodists worldwide.  These special offerings are 
designated by either our Virginia Annual Conference or by our worldwide General Conference of the 
United Methodist Church. 

 All of these ministries are worthwhile and important ministries, and Cokesbury supports them 
by taking those offerings on designated Sundays. 

 In order to help you identify which special ministries you want to support, a list of the 
upcoming special offerings is provided.  No one should feel compelled to give to every ministry; rather 
selectively give to the ones that you feel are important or that touch your heart in a special way.  Some 
people may want to give to every ministry, some may give to multiple ones, and some may give to only 
a select one or two.  In either case, give only as you feel God is leading you. 

Special Offering and Fund Raisers 
Date Name Description
5/4/08 “Get Out of Debt” Provides relief from our short-term debt and funds major improvements to the 

church property. 

5/11/08 The Samaritan Offering Provides housing assistance for people living in Virginia United Methodist 
Homes, such as the Hermitage in Alexandria, VA. 

5/18/08 Peace with Justice 
 

Supports UMC ministries that advocate for peace and justice in the US and 
around the world. 

5/25/08 Annual Conference 
Katrina Recovery 

Help to rebuild the Seashore United Methodist Assembly Center in Biloxi, 
Mississippi. 

6/1/08 “Get Out of Debt” Provides relief from our short-term debt and funds major improvements to the 
church property. 

6/1/08 Annual Conference 
Global Health 

Supports programs offering HIV and AIDS education, prevention, and treatment 
in the US and around the world. 

6/8/08 Annual Conference 
Brazil 

Provides funding for the Brazil Methodist’s church’s ministry with inner-city 
youth caught in the violence of gangs and poverty. 

6/15/08 Annual Conference 
Mozambique 

Provides food and housing for the children of the UMC of Mozambique’s 
Cambine Mission Center orphanage. 

7/6/08 “Get Out of Debt” Provides relief from our short-term debt and funds major improvements to the 
church property. 

8/3/08 “Get Out of Debt” Provides relief from our short-term debt and funds major improvements to the 
church property. 

8/24/08 Founders’ Day Offering Honoring the founding of Cokesbury UMC, this offering is used to enhance the 
worship experience or assist a ministry of the church. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 Kathleen and Michael Mills 
10 Mollie and Bob Gallagher 
14 Goldie and Bill Stacy 
17 Gayle and Russ Urban 
21 Leta and Robert Deyerle 
25 Bernadette and JJ Baiden-Amissah 
 Paula and David Simensen 
30 Grace and Olin Bockes 
31 Diane and Daniel Haggart 

1 Ronnie Hawes   
2 Natalie Clark  
 Barbara Horne  
 Bryan Zeigler  
5 John Garrett  
6 Virgil Ohene-Djan  
7 Jack Jewell  
8 Donna Auman  
 Theresa Martin  
9 Kenny Johnson  
 Jordan Schultz  
 Jory Lawson  
10 Herbert Cooper  
11 Susan Glass  
12 Steve Nelson  
 Alicia Rose  
17 Doris White  
18 Eric Obeng  
 John Kelly  
19 Jessica Hall  
 Christine Smith  
20 Marci Villanueva  
25 Mollie Gallagher  
26 Rene Lehman  
28 Milah Ash  
 Nancy Miller  
29 Laura Furr  
30 Virginia Neyhouse  
 Bunny Mahar  
 Robert Deyerle  
31 Billie Lou Wertz  
 Becky Byrum  

Copyright 1999 from Christianity Today, Inc.  Used with permission 
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Money Matters 
By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer 

The table below shows Cokesbury’s financial picture as of April 30, 2008.  
2008 Funded Annual Budget = $238,944 

Month-to-Date Year-to-Date Income Year-to-Date Expenses 

Month 

Required 
to meet the 

Budget 

Income 
Received 

Required to 
meet the 
Budget 

Income 
Received 

Percentage 
of the Budget 

Funded 

Actual 
Expenses 

Income 
to 

Expenses 
January $18,380 $13,269 $18,380 $13,269 72% $16,667 80% 

February $18,380 $15,478 $36,760 $28,697 78% $33,720 85% 
March $18,380 $19,935 $55,140 $48,632 88% $51,012 95% 
April $22,976 $16,712 $78,116 $65,343 84% $69,343 94% 
May $18,380  $96,496     
June $18,380  $114,876     
July $22,976  $137,852     

August $18,380  $156,232     
September $22,976  $179,208     

October $18,380  $197,588     
November $18,380  $215,968     
December $22,976  $238,944     

** As of April 30, we have paid back $27,190 toward our $28,638 debt, leaving a balance of $1,448.** 

The Colonnade Staff 
Editor:  John Derickson 

Send Articles to:  Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them 

to:   johnderickson@comcast.net  

Church email:   office@cokesburyumc.us 

Calendar:  Bunny Mahar 

Postal Coordinator:  Melissa Clark 

Church Office:  703-494-5400 

Articles for The Colonnade are due by the 
15th of each month for the next month’s 

edition. 

 
 
Thank you, each and every one, for the prayers, 
cards, flowers, phone calls and visits during my 
recuperation from my quadruple bypass surgery.  
You are very special people and I am thankful to 
be a part of such a loving congregation!   
 

                   Kyle Keen 
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It’s Fun!!  It’s Free!! 
***June 14, 2008*** 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Rain or Shine 
Crafts – Clown – Magic Show – Door Prizes 

Face Painting - ATF Robot - Fire Truck Tours 
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