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New Editor Sought 
 
 Would you be interested in keeping your 
brothers and sisters at Cokesbury United 
Methodist Church up to date on the day to day 
“happenings” taking place in our church 
community?  Well, if so, have I got a deal for 
you! 
 The current editor, after having worked 
on The Colonnade for over 8 years, will be 
moving south early next year.  Ok, so Culpeper 
isn’t that far south, but it’s far enough that he 
won’t be able to do justice to The Colonnade.  
So, a replacement will be needed. 
 The Nominations Committee will be 
seeking a replacement for the current editor this 
fall; however, if you are interested in this highly 
rewarding position, you may talk to Pastor Russ 
or John Derickson concerning your interest in 
the position. 
 In an interview with John, he stated that 
he’d be happy to work with a new candidate for 
a month or two (or 3), so that the transition could 
go smoothly.  Of course, a computer is needed 
and experience with word processing is highly 
desirable.  John is currently using Microsoft 
Word 2003, but any quality program could be 

used.  John went on to say that he wanted to 
make the move to Microsoft Publisher, but never 
found the time to become proficient.  How about 
you?  Do you have the minimum skills needed to 
use a computer program for publishing this 
document and a desire to keep the church 
community informed? 

Endowment Fund – Just What Is It, Anyway? 
By the Cokesbury UMC Endowment Committee 
 
 Since 2006 our church has had an endowment fund. An endowment fund is a sum of money 
that is donated by people and is invested by the Endowment Committee. The initial sum of money, 
the principal, is not used; rather, any interest that the principal earns is put toward the ministry of our 
church, or the designated concern for which the endowment was established. 
 For more information about our endowment program, and to learn how you may contribute to 
help ensure our future, please pick up or request one our brochures, visit our web site at 
http://www.CokesburyUMC.us, or see any member of the Cokesbury UMC Endowment Committee. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 This just may be the ministry you’ve 
been waiting for! 

Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

Nursery available both services 
The 11am worship service features a 
children’s worship for 4-9 year olds. 
On months with 5 Sundays, Service 
begins at 10 AM on the 5th Sunday 

 

Sunday School 9:45 AM 
(For children, youth, and adults) 

 

Cokesbury UMC Web Site: 
http://www.CokesburyUMC.us

http://www.cokesburyumc.us/
http://www.cokesburumc.us/
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The Joy of Learning 
You shall put these words of mine in your heart and soul, and you shall bind them as a sign on your 
hand, and fix them as an emblem on your forehead.  Teach them to your children, talking about them 
when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.  Write them on 
the doorposts of your house and on your gates, so that your days and the days of your children may 
be multiplied in the land that the Lord swore to your ancestors to give them, as long as the heavens 
are above the earth.    
 Deuteronomy 11:18-21 

Scripture gives an important place in one’s life to teaching the ways of the Lord to one’s children.  
There are multiple verses that tell us to teach our children so that it may go well with them, and it is not hard 
to recognize the truth in this.  Most of us only have to look back upon our own lives to recognize how much 
better it would have been if we did not have to reap the consequences of our poor decision-making.  But the 
Bible implies that there is more than just an avoidance of bad consequences when we do the will of God.  
There are blessings that can flow our way as we faithfully walk in the way of Jesus Christ. 

So, learning what the Bible has to teach us can be, and should be, a life-long learning experience.  It is 
good for you and it is good for your children.  We are never too old, nor too wise, that we cannot be blessed 
by participating in Bible study, whether as teacher or student. 

I encourage you over the course of the year to seek out opportunities for you and your family to 
participate in some aspect of Christian education.  Take advantage of Cokesbury’s Sunday school program, 
Disciple Bible Study, Vacation Bible School, and the various special and seasonal studies that are offered.  
And in doing so, you may discover a blessing from God. 

In God’s grace, Russ 

Vacation Bible School 
 Vacation Bible School will be having a Beach Party, surfin’ through the scriptures at a place called 
“Scripture Scene.”  The lives of key Bible people show young surfers what it means to be obedient to God, 
be kind, be forgiving, be bold in their faith, and believe that Jesus is God’s son who came to show how to 
live and love others. 
 Help make happy memories for your children.  If you ask most adults who attended Bible school as 
children, they will respond with remembrances of Bible stories, friends, marvelous craft projects, loving 
teachers, and even memorable snacks.  Make a wonderful memory for your children and/or grandchildren 
by signing them up for VBS.  
 Classes for all ages will be available.  Children’s classes will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., 
July 7 through 11.  Adults will meet from July 6 through 10, at 7:00 p.m.  On Friday, July 11 at the end of 
the class, there will be a picnic for all VBS students, teachers, and helpers. 
 There is a great need for teachers, song leaders, craft instructors, and others.  For a really fun and 
rewarding activity this summer, sign up to help and/or attend Vacation Bible School.  For more 
information, please call Melissa Clark, Chair of Christian Education, at 571-247-4657. 
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Busy Sunday Planned !! 
By Emmett Wright 
 

 The annual Birthday Cake Celebration, along 
with the 5th Sunday Pot Luck Luncheon and “Invite a 
Friend” will take place on June 29th. 
 The pot luck and birthday celebrations will 
commence immediately following the 10:00 a.m. 
service.  Please see the sign-up sheet located in the 
Narthex if you would like to help out and join in the 
fun by providing a birthday cake and decorating a 
table for the birthday month you select.  
 While we’re enjoying all this good food and 
delicious cakes, wouldn’t this also be a good time to 
invite a friend, family member, neighbor, co-worker 
or acquaintance to church? 
 If you have any questions, please contact 
Emmett Wright or Cheryl Petitt. 
 

REMEMBER … JUNE the 29th

 

 
 

United Methodist Women 
From Gayle Urban, secretary 
 
 We had a busy month of May!  Praise the 
Lord for all good blessings.  Our UMW activities 
included working at the Flea Market, attending the 
annual Spiritual Life Event in Blackstone, and going 
to Church Women United’s May Fellowship Day.  
 Mother’s Day was a special occasion, as our 
“UMW choir,” dressed in style, provided the anthem 
for the morning church services.  
  It was a joyous time, as the women assisted 
with the service.  “Precious Memories” was sung by 
Wendy Mayton (daughter of Norma and Joe 
Burnette), and a special mother’s poem was read by 
Barbara Commerce.  Peggy Dorton led the children’s 
sermon, and helped the children celebrate Pentecost 
with cupcakes and a reminder of the “tongues of fire” 
that were a part of Pentecost, as the disciples were 
filled with the Holy Spirit.  Cokesbury UMM gave a 
gift of $200 to the church elevator fund, in honor of 
the women of the church. 
 “Stamp Out Loneliness” is the theme of a 
ministry organized by United Methodist deaconess 
Dr. Patricia Marks, which is collecting postage 
stamps and funds for women in prison.  Dr. Marks 
was the guest speaker at Cokesbury, on the evening 
of May 12 and about 25 men and women were in 
attendance.  Dr. Marks has been active in prison 
ministry for 10 years, and makes weekly visits as she 

counsels women who are incarcerated.  She sees the 
challenge it is for inmates to come out of prison, and 
then become productive members of society.  One 
way to help them connect with family, including 
children who many live too far away to visit, is 
through writing letters; yet many have no money for 
postage stamps and those who work only make 23 
cents an hour.  Dr. Marks has seen amazing things 
happen, through a postage stamp…reconciliation 
with family, an application to a community college, 
and more.   
 If you can donate new postage stamps for 
this project, give them to Peggy Dorton or Mary 
Wright.  We appreciate all donations. 
 

 
 

United Methodist Men 
By Joe Greene 
 
 The UMM joined the United Methodist 
Women for the beginning of our meeting to listen 
to their guest speaker, Dr. Marks (PATMOS 
MINISTRIES).  Dr. Mark’s presentation clearly 
came across that she is dedicated to ministering 
to the men and women of our prison systems 
and is fully committed to elevating to the public, 
many of the hardships facing incarcerated men 
and women. 
 Following Dr. Marks's presentation, both 
groups adjourned for separate meetings.  Jack 
Jewell started us off with a bible reading that 
paid tribute to all women of the world. 
 Keeping with this thought, we men 
thoroughly enjoyed fixing and serving breakfast 
for all you mothers and remember ladies, 
whether you are a mother or not, we men would 
be somewhat smaller in this world if not for you. 
 Additional issues discussed but will be 
accomplished before this article is published are 
as follows: 
 

• UMM sang at the 11:00 service on May 
18th 

 
• UMM assisted the Evangelism 

committee at the May 17th flea market 
 
 Pastor Russ closed the meeting with a 
prayer and once again we welcome every man 
to our June meeting and to meet the challenge 
presented to us by our UMM president (John 
Jewell), please ask a friend to join you. 
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Youth Corner
June 2008 

By Linda Ennis 
 
 It’s hard to believe the youth are almost out of school and our youth 
program has come to the end of the year as well.  Looking back, we have certainly 
done a lot, and much of it is now a memory.  Things such as Pick’N’Plunge, 
Virginia Conference Youth Retreat, Oktoberfest, Souper Bowl of Caring, Bowling 
Lock-in, Annual Chili Cook off, Servants for the Spaghetti and Ham Dinners, 
Milkshake and Messiah, 30 Hour of Famine, The Tribal Game, Cokesbury Lock-
in, King’s Dominion, and much more.    
 
 We want to say good-bye to high school senior Michael Obeng, one of our 
youth who has been with us since the 6th grade.  Michael is graduating this year 
and he will be in our prayers as he makes the transition to college.  At the same 
time, we will welcome the 5th graders who will be joining us next year. 
 I also want to thank the Adult Leaders, Robin and Joe BeMiller, Mike 
Gribik, and Monica Arredondo.  Without them there would be no youth group at 
all. 
 
 Thanks to the youth leaders, Rebekah Gribik, Kyle Kornieck, Alex 
Villanueva, and Eric Obeng.  These youth guided our program this year and it has 
been great to have their input for the youth activities.  Sometimes they would 
change the direction the adults had suggested and for the better.   
 
 We will not have many activities in June, but we did want to end the year 
with a bang, so look for the end of the year party on June 22.  Here is June’s 
schedule. 
 

June 1 – No youth meeting because of King’s Dominion Weekend 
June 8 – Regular Youth Meeting 
June 15 – No youth meeting because of Father’s Day 
June 22 – Party for the Summer Break 
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Happy Birthday! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 Frances and Robert Powell 
9 Anita and William Yount 
19 Wanda and James Lawson 
21 Julie and Bill Mahan 
24 Melissa and Rick Clark 
 Marian and Arthur Benson 
 Deidre Dorsey and John Kelly 

1 Leanna Elliot  
2 Pam Tyrrell  
5 Jack Kornieck  
6 Jessica Johnson  
 Ruby Wiley  
 Louis Spicer  
 Joseph Daniel Stead  
 Jonathan Daniels  
10 Bob Gallagher  
 Bill Yount  
11 Samantha Quaye  
13 Jason Sapp  
 Amanda Spurlin  
14 Katelyn Ritenour  
 Lauren Fisher  
 David Smith  
16 Lydia Blair  
18 Winnifred Hogan  
20 Mark Butman  
 Lance Urban  
21 Katie Owen  
22 Tinabell Baiden-Amissah  
23 Kenneth Johnson  
24 Jessie Commerce  
25 Julia Clark  
 Sharon DeRose  
26 Stephen Tyrrell  
 Lawrencia Addison  
27 Tosh Gross  
 Millie Harris  
 Sarah Burke  

Copyright 1999 from Christianity Today, Inc.  Used with permission 

“It has increased our attendance 300 percent.”

“God is not unjust; he will not forget 
your work and the love you have shown 
him as you have helped his people and 
continue to help them.”-  

Hebrews 6:10 NIV 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=31&search=Hebrews%206:10
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Money Matters 
By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer 

The table below shows Cokesbury’s financial picture as of April 30, 2008.  
2008 Funded Annual Budget = $238,944 

Month-to-Date Year-to-Date Income Year-to-Date Expenses 

Month 

Required 
to meet the 

Budget 

Income 
Received 

Required to 
meet the 
Budget 

Income 
Received 

Percentage 
of the Budget 

Funded 

Actual 
Expenses 

Income 
to 

Expenses 
January $18,380 $13,219 $18,380 $13,219 72% $16,617 80% 

February $18,380 $15,478 $36,760 $28,697 78% $33,720 85% 
March $18,380 $19,935 $55,140 $48,632 88% $51,012 95% 
April $22,976 $16,712 $78,116 $65,343 84% $69,307 94% 
May $18,380  $96,496     
June $18,380  $114,876     
July $22,976  $137,852     

August $18,380  $156,232     
September $22,976  $179,208     

October $18,380  $197,588     
November $18,380  $215,968     
December $22,976  $238,944     

** As of April 30, we have paid back $27,190 toward our $28,638 debt, leaving a balance of $1,448.** 

CAMP HIGHROAD 
SUMMER PROGRAM 

 
By Norma Burnett 
 

 Camp Highroad Summer Camp has 
sessions for rising 3rd and 4th graders through 
high school.  Brochures are in the rack located 
just inside the upper entrance near the church 
office.  Please consider this wonderful 
opportunity for your children. 
 A copy of the 2008 Summer Camp 
Registration may also be found with the 
brochure at church or by going to the following 
internet address: 
 

www.camphighroad.org 
 
 Take a minute from your busy schedule 
and check out the brochure or web site.  This 
could just be the “Christian” camp you’ve been 
hunting for to make a difference in your child’s 
life. 

The Colonnade Staff 
Editor:  John Derickson 

Send Articles to:  Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them 

to:   johnderickson@comcast.net  

Church email:   office@cokesburyumc.us 

Calendar:  Bunny Mahar 

Postal Coordinator:  Melissa Clark 

Church Office:  703-494-5400 

Articles for The Colonnade are due by the 
15th of each month for the next month’s 

edition. 
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The Family Care Committee will be hosting the 8th Annual Kids Fest on Saturday, June 14, 
2008.  The Family Care Committee is currently seeking volunteers to help make this another 
fun-filled event.   There will be craft tables, face painting, games and many other activities for the 
kids to participate in.  If you are interested in helping out with Kids Fest, a sign up sheet is 
located in the Narthex or contact Cheryl Petitt at (703) 590-2495 or by email at:  
clpetitt@comcast.net.  

June 14, 2008 

mailto:clpetitt@comcast.net
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