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 The Colonnade 
 
 
 

  

JOIN THE FUN! 
VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 
 

JULY 7-11 
9:30-11:30 

 

ADULTS - JULY 6-10 
7:00 P.M. 

 

Helpers & teachers are still needed. 
Call Melissa Clark, 571-247-4657 

Endowment Fund - Creating a Sunrise at Sunset
By the Cokesbury UMC Endowment Committee 
 
 An endowment fund is a special fund that provides a "payout" every year to support the 
purposes of the endowment and they are created by the thoughtful planning of our donors who 
include us in their estates. These bequests appear on the horizon as beautiful expressions of a new day 
for us. The assets of the endowment are kept intact and only the interest is available for use. 
 
 An endowment, like an artesian well, never runs dry. Each year it provides a financial gift to 
us to help replenish and nurture the life of the church. 
 
 Endowment funds may be created during a person's life, or at death through a bequest in a will 
or living trust. Some donors may wish to combine the two, creating one now and then adding to it 
with a bequest. 
 
 Endowments are indeed the sunlight to us. They provide the warm and comforting knowledge 
that financial resources will be available for generations to come. This lights the way for planners 
who, peering into the future, see that they can count on this particular source of financial support. 
 
 For more information about our endowment program, and to learn how you may contribute to 
help ensure our future, please pick up or request one of our brochures, visit our web site at 
http://www.CokesburyUMC.us, or see any member of the Cokesbury UMC Endowment Committee.  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

Nursery available both services 
The 11am worship service features a 
children’s worship for 4-9 year olds. 
On months with 5 Sundays, Service 
begins at 10 AM on the 5th Sunday 

 

Sunday School 9:45 AM 
(For children, youth, and adults) 

 

Cokesbury UMC Web Site: 
http://www.CokesburyUMC.us

http://www.cokesburyumc.us/
http://www.cokesburumc.us/
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Faith and Fellowship 
Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:16 

At this year’s Virginia Annual Conference our former bishop, the Reverend Joe E. Pennel, Jr., was our Bible 
study leader.  He discussed how we can be receptive to God’s grace, how we can grow with God’s grace, and 
how we can share in God’s grace.  I will briefly attempt to summarize some of his teachings. 

Worship:  Worship can be both “corporate” and “private.”  During “corporate worship,” we are 
gathered together with one another and are part of a worship experience that includes other brothers and 
sisters in Christ.   A “private worship” experience might be a solitary time with your morning devotions, or 
other times when you give praise to God. 

In both corporate and private worship, our focus is to be on God.  God is the recipient of our worship, 
and we are to give ourselves to God in that moment.  Through the worship experience, we are reminded of 
God’s sovereignty in our lives as we take time to honor and glorify, as well as thank and praise, our God. 

Searching the Scriptures:  Searching the scriptures is a means of grace that can both INFORM and 
TRANSFORM the reader.  Bible passages are filled with God’s teachings and precepts that we are meant to 
retain.  Deuteronomy 6:8-9 says that we should “Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem 
on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”   

We learn, through our Bible studies and scripture readings, what God is saying to God’s people.  
Along with information, we can be transformed, as we put God’s word into action.  Two questions that can 
help to make a scripture study relevant:  

 1.  What is the text asking me to do?  

 2.  What kind of person is the text asking me to be?  

 As we apply these questions to our scripture reading, we seek both information and transformation in 
our faith journey. 

Spiritual Reading:  Taking care of our inward life is a means of grace.  As we nurture our thoughts 
and minds with a spiritual focus, we care for our inward life and that can lead to our outward witness.  You 
may recall the key verse from this year’s Lenten study, “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus.”  (Philippians 2:5). 

Sacramental Living:  As baptized people, we as individuals and as a congregation, are called to honor 
the mark of Jesus Christ on our lives.  When we see ourselves as baptized people, we know that no matter 
our age, profession, or social standing we are first and foremost a beloved child of God and we are meant to 
show that love to others in whatever way we can. 

Deeds of Mercy and Kindness:  Meeting Christ through our deeds of mercy and kindness is 
something that often happens when we least expect it.  These are experiences of grace that happen when we 
open ourselves to reaching out with mercy and kindness to those in need. 

Christian Fellowship:  Christian fellowship becomes a means of grace, as we gather in community 
and provide a place of sanctuary for all of God’s people. 

 Live as one who has received God’s grace, love as one who shares God’s grace. 

 In God’s grace, Russ 
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Happy Birthday!
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 Melanie and Walter Blair 
 Sharon and Michael DeRose 
8 Peggy and Al Embrey 
 Valli and Mike Cowan 
18 Anna and Richard Kroll 
20 Genevieve and Eugene Shingler 
21 Pam and James Herin 
27 Theresa and Francis Martin 
31 Susan and Donald Glass 
 Kimberly and Kenneth Kerton 

1 Paige Fortenberry  
 Rebecca Kinson  
 Terry O’Brien  
 Eric George  
 William Amponsah, Jr.  
2 Mike Eland  
 Roshier Bailey  
 Donnie Glass  
 Jenny Sapp  
5 Melissa Derr  
 Linda Irby  
 Mike Cowan  
 Joshua Garrett  
6 Amanda Kinson  
7 Cynthia Derr  
 Joe BeMiller  
 Carl Zeigler, Jr.  
9 Madelyn Metzger  
11 Bill Stacy  
12 Jeffrey Ash  
13 Patsy Armentrout  
 Kathleen Mills  
 Kimberly Kerton  
16 Sean Stead  
 Dawn Scheper  
17 Olisa Jeffries  
 Brian DeRosa  
 Brent Simensen  
20 Nancy George  
 Tanya Lynn Elliott  
22 Kyle Kornieck  
24 Paula Hatch  
25 Leta Deyerle  
26 Donald Glass  
28 Rebecca Obeng  
30 Mary Jewell  

Copyright 1999 from Christianity Today, Inc.  Used with permission 

“The LORD will keep you from all 
harm— he will watch over your life; the 
LORD will watch over your coming 
and going both now and forevermore.” 

Psalm 121:7-8 NIV

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=31&search=Psalm%20121:7-8
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ALL GIRL MOUNTAIN 
BOARDING CAMP 

 
 Calling all 
rising 7th-10th grade 
girls!  Highroad has 
created the ultimate 
camp experience for 

the girl who wants a “little more adventure” and 
who would enjoy the thrill of learning to 
mountain board!  You will sleep on cots in 
platform tests and each morning will learn to ride 
the mountain board and practice ways to improve 
your skills and attempt more challenging runs.  
Afternoons will be spent enjoying other camp 
activities such as archery, canoeing, horseback 
riding, swimming, and a climbing wall.  
Evenings may include night riding, sleeping out, 
an evening swim, and participating in the 
Thursday evening worship at the pond.  
Experience is not required.  Rich Dawson, camp 
director, has taught hundreds to ride the 
Mongoose 132 All-Terrain Board!  Join the fun!  
Camp will run July 6-11.  Cost is $370. 
 To register and view pictures, see the 
website at www.camphighroad.org. 
 Brochures and application blanks for all 
Camp Highroad summer camps are available in 
the rack upstairs.  There are sessions available 
for rising 3rd and 4th graders through high school. 
It is a wonderful opportunity for children.  
Norma Burnette is Cokesbury coordinator. 
 

NEW SHOES? 
 
 Now that summer is here and school is 
out, most of us will get a new pair of shoes.  No, 
we aren’t interested in your shoes.  We want 
your shoe boxes!  We want to fill them with toys 
to send to children all over the world. 
 In case you aren’t aware of it, each year 
Helping Hands sponsors Operation Christmas 
Child which is a program that delivers gift-
wrapped, gift-filled shoe boxes to children in 
war, famine, and natural disaster areas of the 
world.  We have been doing this for a number of 
years and have found it to be fun and rewarding.  
Each week in the fall, a group of people here at 
Cokesbury get together and gift wrap the shoe 
boxes that we collect.  In October, we will put 

them out for the congregation to take home and 
fill with gifts for their international trip which 
begins mid-November. 
 We will be waiting for your “back-to-
school” shoe boxes too.  Boxes must have 
separate lids for ease of wrapping.  Plastic shoe 
boxes are also accepted as they can later be used 
for storage for the children or their families.  We 
know we can count on you.  There aren’t any 
bare feet in our congregation. 
 

HAVE YOU NOTICED? 
 
 There has been a lot of pounding and 
scratching of heads here in the church yard.  
Some of the men of the church, including Rick 
Clark as head engineer, Michael Haman, Robert 
Deyerle, Jack Jewell, Tom Taylor, Jesse 
Simmons, Kyle Keen, and Olin Bockes, have 
installed playground equipment for 3-10 year old 
children in a fenced-in play area accessible 
through the kitchen door.  It was a real puzzle to 
put together, but with all that brain and muscle 
power, it was completed in no time. 
 When you kneel for communion on the 
first Sunday in July, please notice the kneeling 
cushions at the altar.  These have been in the 
works for a number of years and were financed 
with moneys donated as a memorial for Freeman 
Young, a long-time member of Cokesbury.  It is 
a fitting way to remember someone who meant 
so much to this congregation. 
 You may not see the results yet, but in 
the very near future, you will notice lights in the 
parking lot.  Thanks to generous contributions by 
the congregation, the Dominion Virginia Electric 
will install poles and lights in the parking lot.  
Numerous attempts have been made over the 
years to light the area and were never long-
lasting or very effective.  There will be three 
light poles in the parking area and another light 
to be installed by the UMM at the entrance to the 
parking lot. 
 We continue to improve the looks and 
utility of our church as we build our 
congregation in numbers and spirituality.  We 
can continue to work on our journey of faith with 
Pastor Russ as he returns from Annual 
Conference for another year.  We are blessed in 
so many ways. 
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Methodist Men News 
By Joe Green 
 

 The Cokesbury United Methodist Men’s 
meeting began with a bible reading from Michael 
Obeng Sr. and he followed it with a short, 
inspiring spiritual message. 
 Just about everyday in our lives events 
come and go without many of us opening up to 
one another and expressing our feelings.  At the 
UMM meetings it is a true inspiration to listen as 
each man opens his heart and shares many joys 
and concerns.  Just this event alone makes 
attending these meetings worthwhile. 
 Business decisions made at this meeting 
are as follows: 
 

• Pictures of current members were taken 
and will be placed on Cokesbury's 
website. 

• The UMM will contribute $250 to 
complete the payment of the recently 
installed playground equipment. 

• UMM will visit the Ruxton Center for 
singing and just to chat with patients on 
July 19th. 

• The UMM will also contribute $500 to 
the Red Bird Mission Fund. 

 
 United Methodist Men participate in and 
provide support for many church programs 
throughout the year.  To ensure the "UMM 
program regulars" receive much needed support, 
John Jewell (UMM President) challenged each 
of us to improve our presence at the many 
activities in which we participate.  So, whether 
you attend our regular monthly meetings or not, 
please don't hesitate to participate in any 
program that touches your heart.  Extra help is 
always appreciated and welcomed. 

 

 

 The Family Care Committee would like 
to send out a huge thank you to all the people 
that signed up to help with the 8th Annual Kid’s 
Fest Event. 
 We had an excellent turnout this year and 
the children had a wonderful time.   This event 
could not have been a success without the help of 
the many volunteers who donated their time.  We 
also wish to thank everyone that signed up to 
provide cakes for the cake walk and donations of 
food items for the Community Picnic. 
 Special recognition and sincere thank you 
goes out to the UMM and their crew for 
providing the hot dogs and hamburgers for our 
picnic again this year!   We could not have had 
such a successful event without your continued 
support.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                          UMM 
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Money Matters 
By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer 

The table below shows Cokesbury’s financial picture as of May 31, 2008.  
2008 Funded Annual Budget = $238,944 

Month-to-Date Year-to-Date Income Year-to-Date Expenses 

Month 

Required 
to meet the 

Budget 

Income 
Received 

Required to 
meet the 
Budget 

Income 
Received 

Percentage 
of the Budget 

Funded 

Actual 
Expenses 

Income 
to 

Expenses 
January $18,380 $13,219 $18,380 $13,219 72% $16,617 80% 

February $18,380 $15,478 $36,760 $28,697 78% $33,720 85% 
March $18,380 $19,935 $55,140 $48,632 88% $51,012 95% 
April $22,976 $16,712 $78,116 $65,343 84% $69,307 94% 
May $18,380 $18,355 $96,496 $83,698 87% $89,456 94% 
June $18,380  $114,876     
July $22,976  $137,852     

August $18,380  $156,232     
September $22,976  $179,208     

October $18,380  $197,588     
November $18,380  $215,968     
December $22,976  $238,944     

** As of May 31, we have paid back $27,765 toward our $28,638 debt, leaving a balance of $873.** 

The Colonnade Staff 
Editor:  John Derickson 

Send Articles to:  Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them 

to:   johnderickson@comcast.net  

Church email:   office@cokesburyumc.us 

Calendar:  Bunny Mahar 

Postal Coordinator:  Melissa Clark 

Church Office:  703-494-5400 

Articles for The Colonnade are due by the 
15th of each month for the next month’s 

edition. 
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Vacation Bible School 
 Vacation Bible School will be having a Beach Party, surfin’ through the scriptures at a place 
called “Scripture Scene.”  The lives of key Bible people show young surfers what it means to be 
obedient to God, be kind, be forgiving, be bold in their faith, and believe that Jesus is God’s son who 
came to show how to live and love others. 
 Help make happy memories for your children.  If you ask most adults who attended Bible 
school as children, they will respond with remembrances of Bible stories, friends, marvelous craft 
projects, loving teachers, and even memorable snacks.  Make a wonderful memory for your children 
and/or grandchildren by signing them up for VBS.  
 Classes for all ages will be available.  Children’s classes will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m., July 7 through 11.  Adults will meet from July 6 through 10, at 7:00 p.m.  On Friday, July 11 at 
the end of the class, there will be a picnic for all VBS students, teachers, and helpers. 
 There is a great need for teachers, song leaders, craft instructors, and others.  For a really fun 
and rewarding activity this summer, sign up to help and/or attend Vacation Bible School.  For more 
information, please call Melissa Clark, Chair of Christian Education, at 571-247-4657. 


	Tanya Lynn Elliott
	 Methodist Men News

