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By Peggy Dorton 

Before  dawn,  Sunday  August  17,  the 
2008  Mission  Team  gathered  in  the  church 
parking lot to begin a 500 mile drive to Red Bird 
Mission  in  Beverly,  Kentucky.    Represented  in 
the group were United Methodist Men, United 
Methodist Women, Helping Hands, Family Care, 
and Cokesbury  Youth.    Those on  the  trip were 
Margaret  Palormares,  Cheryl  Petitt,  Hannah 
Simensen,  Rebekah  Gribik,  Andrew  Kucharuk, 
Kyle  Kornieck,  Jack  Kornieck,  Robert  Deyerle, 
Betty Armentrout, Robin and  Joe BeMiller, and 
Peggy and Don Dorton. 
  The  mission  trip  was  meaningful  on 
many  levels‐‐‐‐the physical  labor  accomplished, 
the fellowship among the team, the worship and 
fellowship with other groups, and the individual 
growth achieved. 

  In  addition  to working  at  various  sites, 
the  team  also  visited  the  school,  the  medical 
and  dental  clinics,  and  the  community  thrift 
store  for  informative  presentations  about  the 
contributions that each make to the community.  
We also visited the DeWall Senior Center which 
is supported by Bed Bird. We participated  in an 
ice  cream  social  held  by  the  volunteer  fire 
department at the Mission.   We also enjoyed a 
dulcimer  concert  and  browsed  the  craft  store 
where  there  are  many  hand  crafted  items 
reflecting  the  rich  mountain  heritage  of  the 
community. 
  The  counties  surrounding  Red  Bird 
Mission  are  among  the  most  economically 
depressed  in  the  United  Stated.    The Mission 
provides  year  round medical  and  dental  care, 
food,  and  clothing  assistance  for  many  who 
have no other source of help.   
  The Mission  Team  sincerely  thanks  our 
Cokesbury  family  for making  the  trip  possible 
through  monetary  support,  items  donated  to 
the  rummage  sales  and  most  important  your 
prayers and encouragement. Thanks  to  Johnnie 
Williams for making clothes bags for us. 
  Thanks  also  to  Joe  BeMiller,  Jack 
Kornieck,  and  Robert  Deyerle  for  their  great 
driving! 
  For  a  spiritually  enriched  experience 
please consider attending  this mission  trip next 
year 
   
For more information on the Red Bird Mission 
go to their website at:   www. rbmission.org 

Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

Nursery available both services 
The 11am worship service features a 
children’s worship for 4‐9 year olds. 
On months with 5 Sundays, Service 
begins at 10 AM on the 5th Sunday 

 

Sunday School 9:45 AM 

(For children, youth, and adults) 

Red Bird Mission Trip 2008
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Providence: Divine Intervention 
But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid. Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do 
harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today." 

Genesis 50:19-20 

Our scriptures indicate that God is very active in the lives of human beings. However, our 
understanding of God's involvement can vary greatly. There are times within the Bible that God's role is 
very clear; there are other times when it is only implied. There are even times when people are 
convinced that God is nowhere to be found.  

In our scripture reading from Genesis, Joseph shows us a well-balanced perspective of God's 
working in his life. Joseph did not discount his brothers' responsibility; he acknowledged that they acted 
out of malice. (They had, after all, sold him into slavery and then told his father that he had been killed 
by a wild animal.) But Joseph also understood that God used their act to a divine end. An end that had a 
purpose far greater than the narrow, malevolent intent of his brothers.  

Joseph's understanding of God's action in his life is very much in keeping with scriptural 
understanding of God's providence. Most biblical accounts of providence are to a larger end than simply 
the happiness of a particular individual. This is not to minimize the importance of the individual, or to 
minimize the compassion and concern that God has for a person, but God's providence has a greater 
objective than a particular individual or even nation.  

By providence we mean that God has specific purposes in our world - and some would say, in 
our individual human lives - and that God works in the events of our world to bring those purposes to 
pass.  Providence portrays God as one who provides what is needed.  

There are times when we see the providence of God as a miraculous quality that provides for us 
in astounding and dramatic ways, but more often we see providence as divine intervention that is 
recognized only in hindsight, and perhaps not even recognized at all if one does not have a certain faith 
perspective on life.  

Simply stated, providence means that God cares.  Providence proclaims that God is not aloof or 
distant, but involved and present with us. The apostle Paul said it so beautifully in his letter to the 
Romans, "We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose." (Romans 8:28). For generations, people have been sustained by this verse. It 
portrays providence at work behind the scenes (even in difficult times), bringing together the disparate 
pieces of life into a pattern of purpose.  

Providence can be our reason for hope and joy, even through all the twists and turns of life. 
Providence tells us that the future is in God's hands, and that as we trust in God, we can be open 
channels for God's work in our lives, in the lives of others, and perhaps even in the world.  

In Christ's never-ending love!  

Pastor Russ 
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 Happy Birthday! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4  Patsy and Carl Armentrout 
10  Brenda and Kenny Johnson 
14  Anna and Scott Miller 
  Denise and Robert Ritenour 
21  Cynthia and Richard Derr 
23  Delores and John Schiele 

1 William Clark  
2 Robert Piepenbrink  
3 Kenneth Kerton  
 Dorotha DeWitt  
4 Jeremy Jewell  
 Thomas Taylor  
6 Joe Burnette  
 Mark Salyers, Jr 
 Sean Rodriguez  
7 Alec Finney  
 Justin Cotter  
 Jeremy Urban 
 Vicky Lutman  
8 Michael Obeng  
9 Helen Azzano  
10 Mary Crist  
11 Judie Cator  
 Shelby Crawford  
 Puanani Aquino  
12 Bill Goodman  
 Lauren Deyerle  
13 Brian Nelson  
14 Joseph Greene  
 Doug Sapp  
15 Bobby Kinson  
16 Danielle Haggart  
 Beulah Green  
17 John Schiele  
 Ted Kelley, Jr  
18 Winifred Jones  
19 Don Dorton  
20 Kelsey Powell  
21 Paula Simensen  
22 Harry Fizer  
 Kyle Mahan  
23 Michelle Vasseur  
 Lisa Bohnet  
 Felicia Amponsah  
26 Kevin Anderson  
27 Jennifer Furr  
 Barbara Commerce  
 Corey Ritenour  
28 Jamie Westerman  
30 Rebekah Gribik  
31 Vera Edmonds  

Copyright 1999 from Christianity Today, Inc.  Used with permission

Golf Cart Fund 
 
The Administrative Council has given approval for the 
purchase of a golf cart for use in transporting members from 
the sanctuary to the fellowship hall for social events, etc. 
providing that funds can be raised to make the purchase. 
Approximately $3700 is needed to make this purchase. If you 
would like to contribute to this fund please make your check 
payable to Cokesbury UMC and designate “Golf Cart Fund”.  



Loving others… as Christ first loved us! 

The Colonnade                                                        4 

 

“Soup-er” Luncheon 
You will want to mark your calendar for 

November 2nd to attend the Helping Hands  Soup 
& Salad luncheon.  This is a popular event that 
consists of various homemade soups, a big salad, 
crackers, dessert, and beverages. 

There will be clam chowder (Bob 
Mahar’s special), chicken noodle, bean, 
vegetable beef, French onion, chili, potato soup, 
and others.  They are all homemade, as are the 
desserts.  The cost of this sumptuous meal is a 
mere $4.00 and is served in the fellowship hall 
immediately following the second worship 
service on that date.  We have a very 
distinguished clientele (our congregation) who 
return yearly to sample these homemade 
wonders.  Don’t miss it! 

 
Operation Christmas Child 

If you wondered why we were collecting 
shoe boxes all summer, we will use them to 
bring joy to children around the world.  We can 
do that by filling a simple shoe box with small 
toys and other gifts that will be delivered to 
children in countries torn apart by war and 
natural disasters.  This may be the only 
Christmas those children will ever know.   

Helping Hands sponsors this program for 
Cokesbury each year.  Wrapped shoe boxes will 
be provided for you to fill.  Each box will 
include a brochure that will give instructions for 
packing a shoe box gift, including suggested 
gifts and a list of items that may not be included.   
Labels will be included to indicate age and sex of 
child to receive the gift.  It is also requested that 
postage be included in the box for shipping.  If 
you are not able to do that, filling the box is a 
great gift.   

The first year we shared this project, we 
supplied 40 boxes to the collection point.  Last 
year, with the generous contributions by the 
congregation, we were able to send 105 gift-
filled boxes to needy children.  You will soon 
see the wrapped boxes in the narthex.  It is a 
great joy for us to fill these boxes as it is for the  

 
children to receive them.  We hope you will pick 
one up and return it to us by mid-November.   

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

 
 
The Greater Chesapeake and Potomac 

Blood Region of the Red Cross distributes blood 
products each day to over 80 hospitals and 10 
trauma centers.  By donating blood, you are 
ensuring that blood is available for each person 
whose life depends on its availability. 

Cokesbury will host the bloodmobile on 
November 7 at 3:00 p.m.  Beulah Green is our 
representative who will assist with the planning 
and appointments for this vital program.  We 
hope that many of you will answer this call.  
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The Colonnade Staff 
Editor:  John Derickson 

Send Articles to:  Church Mailbox #3 

OR e‐mail them 

to:   johnderickson@comcast.net  

Church email:   office@cokesburyumc.us 

Calendar:  Bunny Mahar 

Postal Coordinator:  Melissa Clark 

Church Office:  703‐494‐5400 

Articles for The Colonnade are due by the 
15th of each month for the next month’s 

edition. 

Endowment Fund – Leave a Legacy 
By  Cokesbury UMC Endowment Committee 
 

We have no idea what will happen day-
to-day or what may come to pass. The best laid 
plans are simply a guide of things as we hope 
them to be. But in the end, none of us know what 
a day will bring. 

An endowment fund is a special fund that 
provides a "payout" every year to support the 
purposes of the endowment and they are created 
by the thoughtful planning of our donors who 
include us in their estates. These bequests appear 
on the horizon as beautiful expressions of a new 
day for us.. The assets of the endowment are kept 
intact and only the interest is available for use. 

An endowment, like an artesian well, 
never runs dry. Each year it provides a financial 
gift to us to help replenish and nurture the life of 
the church.  Endowment funds may be created 
during a person's life, or at death through a 
bequest in a will or living trust. Some donors 
may wish to combine the two, creating one now 
and then adding to it with a bequest. 

Endowments are indeed the sunlight to 
us. They provide the warm and comforting 
knowledge that financial resources will be 

available for generations to come. This lights the 
way for planners who, peering into the future, 
see that they can count on this particular source 
of financial support. 

For more information about our 
endowment program, and to learn how you may 
contribute to help ensure our future, please pick 
up or request one of our brochures, visit our web 
site at http://www.CokesburUMC.us, or see any 
member of the Cokesbury UMC Endowment 
Committee.  

Money Matters 
By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer 

The 2008 Annual Budget is $223,988 

The table below shows Cokesbury’s financial picture as of August 31, 2008*.  
 

 
Month 

Year‐to‐Date 

 
Income 
Received 

Prorated 
Budget 

Income 
Received 

Income 
Over/Under 

Budget 

Expenses 
Paid 

Expenses 
Over/Under 

Budget 
June $20,511 $111,994 $104,209 -$7,785 $109,608 -$2,386 
July $16,954 $130,660 $121,163 -$9,497 $126,994 -$3,666 
August $17,181 $149,325 $138,344 -$10,981 $143,402 -$5,923 
September  $167,991     
October  $186,657     
November  $205,322     
December  $223,988     

*As of August 31th we have a 2008 shortfall of ‐$5,058 (Income minus Expenses) 
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ACTS CELEBRATES 40 YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

Action in the Community Through Service (ACTS) is 
preparing to celebrate 40 years of service to Prince 
William County.  There are many activities planned 
to celebrate the good works of this group.  ACTS has 
grown to meet the needs of the poor and vulnerable 
and has been a safety net for many people.  Many 
hours, many people, much love and much money 
have built ACTS. 
The celebration begins with a family event on 
October 11th at Locust Shade Park with an old-
fashioned Volksmarch.  Wear your walking shoes, 
get some exercise and enjoy the fresh air with others 
who march together to show that ACTS is all about 
“People Helping People.”   There will be a Silent 
Auction and Murder Mystery on November 1st at 6 
p.m.  More details will be provided later.  The year 
will culminate on February 14, 2009 with a 40th Year 
Gala at the Marine Corps Museum.   
Please continue to support ACTS through your 
donations of food and hygiene supplies in the ACTS 
basket in the narthex.  Cokesbury’s ACTS 
Chairperson Roshier Bailey collects those goods and 
delivers them to the ACTS food pantry every week.  
With cold weather coming on, it is ever more 
important to keep the pantry shelves filled.  Your 
donations go a long way to helping the needy here in 
our own community. 

 

Charge Conference 
Cokesbury’s  Annual Charge Conference will 

be held on Sunday, November 2nd, at 4:30 p.m.  The 
Charge Conference this year will be done in a new 
way.  All Charge Conferences will be conducted in 
groups.  Cokesbury will be the host for several 
churches in this new format.   

All paperwork will be turned in as usual, but 
the pastor, staff member or designated lay person will 
have 5-7 minutes to share an idea, program, practice, 
mission, admin policy or outreach that has proved 
particularly successful in the congregation’s life.  
Reports are, nevertheless, required by committee 
chairpersons, and especially by trustees, lay leaders, 
and finance chairman.  Please submit your written 
reports to the church office by mid-October in order 
to prepare all necessary paperwork. 

Votes on matters of pastor’s compensation, 
lay leadership nominations, and budget will be taken.  
The conference will be chaired by Reverend Alan 
Reifsnyder, District Superintendent.   

There will be a brief devotional period and 
refreshments will be provided by Cokesbury.  This 
new concept will permit sharing of best ideas and 
celebrating our ministry connection. All members of 
the congregation are welcome to attend.  This is a 
very important process in the life of Cokesbury and 
the church in general.   

 
News from United 
Methodist Women 

By Gayle Urban, Secretary 
  

There were 9 Cokesbury women in 
attendance at the District Spiritual Life Event in 
September. Now we are looking ahead to October, 
and upcoming events. 
  
  A.  "UMW District Day" on October 4, at 
Trinity UMC in Alexandria (9-9:30 is fellowship and 
food); this is when recognitions are given to the units, 
district officer elections, program speaker, business, 
etc.  UMW Prayer Calendars should be available to 
buy at the event.   
  

 B. "UMW Conference Meeting" in 
Blackstone, VA on the weekend of October 25-26.  
Cost for meals and lodging (Saturday morning-
Sunday afternoon) is $67.50; there will be business, 
small group workshops, music, worship, fellowship, 
and more.  All women are welcome.  Contact 
president Mary Wright (703-730-0448) or Donna 
Sapp (703-494-0397) if you're planning to attend.  
This will be an opportunity to meet and hear from our 
Bishop Charlene Kammerer, who is the guest speaker 
for the event.   
  

C.  December 6, 9 a.m.-11 a.m.--at 
Cokesbury UMC, will be the UMW Sub-District 
Advent Breakfast; we plan for about 65 women, from 
the sub-district area, to attend this event in our 
fellowship hall.  It is always a festive time, and all 
women are welcome!  Various churches provide 
food/centerpieces/nametags/etc.  As hosts, we 
provide the paper products, and beverages.  Guest 
speaker: Gloria Esterline, teacher and clergy spouse 
  
Cokesbury UMW's daytime circle meets at 1 p.m., on 
the 2nd Monday of each month and the evening 
circle meets at 7:30 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each 
month. 

God is good...all the time! 
All the time...God is good! 
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  Methodist Men in the News 

By Joe Greene 
 
After a very busy month of August, the United Methodist Men (UMM) kind of staggered in for this month’s 

meeting and our usual upbeat sessions sort of slowly meandered along.  However, our spirits were quickly lifted 
with a great opening hymn and fortunately, during the "old/new" business part of the meeting; we did pick up the 
pace and discussed the following issues: 
  

• Due to the increased delivery costs of pumpkins, it appears our patch will disappear this year. 
• UMM are discussing the possibility of doing a Christmas tree sale.  Plans on how/when have yet to be 

discussed but please talk with an UMM and let us know if an interest exists. 
• Several outings are on tap this month to support the Rising Hope Ministries.  These include the UMM 

providing a meal for the Lord's Table on Sept the 18th and we hope to provide food goods at a Sept 20th 
rally sponsored by the Alexandria UMC. 

• October 10th at 5:00 PM, Garage cleaning and other related duties. 
• Joe BeMiller will be donating a 32" TV screen with computer/hard drive to be mounted in the Narthex and 

will serve as a message board.  UMM will provide funds for the installation. 
  

The UMM are already looking forward to our fall meetings and with all the activities Cokesbury has during the 
holidays, we plan to be quite involved.  So, once again, we ask for more Cokesbury men to take time out of your 
busy schedule and be part of the ministry serving Cokesbury and the surrounding community.  Remember, and I 
quote:  "Your talent is God's gift to you, what you do with it is your gift back to God." 


