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Two score and ten years ago, a church 
congregation was birthed and it grew to become 
Cokesbury UMC.  As we celebrate our 50th 
anniversary as a church this year, it is a true 
testimony of faith to see how far God has brought 

us! 

Reverend Herbert A. Moyer was appointed as 
our first pastor in 1959 at the Virginia Annual 
Conference.   An old farmhouse on Featherstone 
Road in Woodbridge turned out to be the first 
meeting place for the church…in 1963 the 
congregation needed more room and moved to 
Featherstone Elementary School;  two years later 
the church moved across the street to the site where 
we are currently located, and where the facility 

expanded.  

 Now, in August of 2009, our Cokesbury 
family is celebrating 50 years of faith.  What a 
wonderful milestone that is, and what a blessing 
that we still have with us many who have memories 
of those early years, and who have seen how God 

has worked through Cokesbury UMC. 

It’s now time for Trivia Question #1:  What 

were the names of the two Methodist bishops 

whose names were used to create the name 

“Cokesbury?” 

Marian Gherke, a charter member of our 
church, along with her husband Oless, is active 
today in the Prayer Shawl ministry that shares 
God’s love through handmade shawls that are 
created and given to others.  “St. Paul was our 
‘mother church’,” she said, recalling the early days 
of Cokesbury.  “They provided books, music, 
Sunday School material to us in the beginning, 
before we had anything.  They shared whatever 

they could with us.  Some of us were attending St. 

Paul, and from there we began Cokesbury church.”  

 Marian said that the early farmhouse location 
for the church was plentiful with produce.  Iris and 
spirea bloomed in abundance, and asparagus grew 
along the old fenceline.  And the “farmhouse” itself 
had been abandoned, and had become a home for a 

flock of chickens! 

The men of the church, future members of the 
church, worked hard cleaning out the building and 
making it ready for its spiritual flock.  Louis Spicer 
remembers working on the building on 
Featherstone Road with Edgar S. Woodman, 
Joseph Gordon Stott, James, R. Courtney, and 
Reverend Herbert A. Moyer.  Some scrubbed and 
painted.  Chairs were brought in, curtains were 
made, and a church home was created.  The wood 
stove in the center of the room was known to be a 
hazard at times!  God’s word was alive, and from 
one of the church bulletins of 1959 comes the 
pastor’s message:  “May God help us to build our 

church strong in the new year.” 

Dave Woodman’s parents were founding 
members of Cokesbury, and he was a young boy at 
the time.  Today he keeps busy on many Saturday 
mornings helping to direct traffic at our weekly 
Flea Markets.  He was helping at the church even 
when he was a teenager.  “Dad and I helped clear 
trees in the lot where the church is now,” he said.  
“I was about 15, and was in school, so I helped 
mostly on weekends.  It was a big job, we had lots 
of workers getting the job done.”   When asked 
who most inspired him in his faith, Dave didn’t 
hesitate:  “My Dad!”  Others who inspired him 
include Joe Burnette and Joe (Gordon) Stott.  
“They were very committed to Cokesbury.”  Their 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Report from Camp Highroad 
(Editor’s note:   Nana Yaa received a scholarship from our 
Missions and Outreach Commission to attend summer camp.  
From June 21 to 26th she attended camp, and made this report 

to the congregation.  Nana Yaa is 8 years old.) 

At Camp Highroad, I learnt a series of God’s 
word, through every place of worship.  When we 
sang praises and worshiped God, I felt really close 
to God, and also when we did our devotion at 

campfire, I felt God’s presence with us. 

I had fun doing all the activities like:  
swimming, archery, arts and crafts, canoeing, and 
fishing.  We also did some other things like we 
petted the horses and we had a water carnival and 
also a creation day.  It is like Pioneer Day.  But in 

all I had felt God’s love with me. 

Thank you all for your support, Cokesbury 

Church and members. 

Nana Yaa Obeng 

example as Christian role models inspire Dave to 

this day. 

Bill and Anita Yount came to Cokesbury in 
1964, part of the rapidly growing community of 
Woodbridge.  They recall that “Hasbrouck came 
over the day that the movers were unpacking, and 
we had boxes all over the living room!”  “He had a 
lot to do with us joining, and being part of the 
church,” said Anita.  She worked in the Day School 
that Cokesbury provided for kindergarten-age 
children in the years before public kindergarten.  
The Day School had a community outreach, as the 
majority of the children were not members of the 
church.  This type of outreach continues today, as 
we currently see through Vacation Bible School 

and Kids Fest. 

Cokesbury Lay Leader Mary Jane Fizer started 
playing the organ for the church as a substitute 
right after joining, in 1961.  She continues in this 
music ministry, playing piano and organ over the 

years. 

The Fizers saw an example of how God works 
through the Cokesbury family, during a difficult 
time they had when their daughter was 3 years old 
and hospitalized at Children’s Hospital;  “She was 
there for two weeks receiving intravenous 
treatment; and during this time my Dad in West 
Virginia passed away,” said Mary Jane.  “We were 
so concerned—to leave Karen alone in the hospital 
and go to the funeral, or to stay with her and miss 
it.  Lucy Dawson insisted that we go and assured us 

that Karen would have visitors every day.  

 When we returned, we could hardly see Karen 
…she was surrounded with stuffed animals!  Every 
day at least two, sometimes three, Cokesbury 
women visited her and brought gifts!  What a 

wonderful ministry—one we will never forget!” 

“God calls us,” says Judie Cator, and she 
answered that call to come to Cokesbury in 1981.  
“I’d drive to the post office,” she said, “and look 
across the street and I always liked seeing that little 
church on the hill.”  Cokesbury, the little church on 
the hill, reminded her of a familiar song from 
childhood, “Come to the Church in the Wildwood.”  
Seeing the church touched her and finally she said, 
“I need to go there.”  She loved it, and felt 

(Continued from page 1) welcomed to a church home for she and her 

daughter.   

 “I think we can have a helpful influence on the 
community in lots of ways,” she said.  “The 
Cokesbury men go out and help others in need.  
There are just so many nice people at Cokesbury, 

there always have been.”   

When she looks back over the years that she’s 
been at Cokesbury, Judie says,  “I think we answer 
God’s call…taking care of things in our church, 
and all around.  God is for all of us.  We’re meeting 
needs, helping with assistance, with prayers.  There 

are so many positive influences in the church.” 

Who has been a spiritual inspiration to you at 
Cokesbury?  During your time here, how have you 
seen God at work in your life?  What are the 
ministries of Cokesbury that are meaningful to you, 

or have made a difference to the community? 

Celebrating our 50th anniversary as Cokesbury 
United Methodist Church is a time that we can all 

count our blessings! 

Trivia Answer:   Cokesbury was named for 

Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury, the first 

bishops elected to head the Methodist Episcopal 

Church in America. 
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Missionary Voting 
The votes are in and on August 2nd, the 

Mission/Outreach Commission will announce the 
winner.  This missionary will receive a donation 
from Cokesbury in order to further his or her 
ministry.  This is an important step as we as a 
congregation reach out to offer support in the 
mission field.  Our donation is our way of working 
together with this missionary to make Christ’s love 
known to those being served.  Praise God for those 
men and women who serve in the Lord’s name!  
Check our September Colonnade to see more about 

this missionary and their mission field. 

Red Bird Mission Fundraising 

The participants of the summer mission trip to 
Red Bird Mission have been busy raising funds to 
offset the cost of this trip as well as continue to 
raise funds for future mission projects.  We are 
asking your help in reaching this goal and are 
providing some ways in which you can be 

involved… 

1. Pray for the people of the Appalachian 
Mountains and for those who will be traveling 

to minister to them and help meet their needs. 

2. Donate your time and/or talents to raising funds 

through volunteering to help at a Flea Market. 

3. Donate household items for sale at the Red Bird 
Mission table at the flea market.  While all 
items donated are appreciated, the larger 
household items sell the best and generate more 

income. 

For more information, contact Robin BeMiller 

at (703) 494-0088 or (703) 303-9017. 

Red Bird Work Projects 
The Red Bird Mission Team will leave the 

church on August 16th and return on August 22nd.  
While in Beverly, Kentucky, we will work on these 

projects: 

Project #1 is Jill who lives with her daughter in 
a trailer.  They need to have their front door 
replaced and the living room window replaced.  

Missions and Outreach at Cokesbury 

The front porch is falling apart and needs to be 
replaced.  The Living Room needs new linoleum.  

They also need Kool Seal applied to their roof.   

Project #2 is Lila who is an elderly woman 
who lives by herself and has some health issues.  
She needs the linoleum replaced in the Kitchen, 
Dining Room, and Bathroom.  She also needs a 
new Sink, Counter Top, and Cabinets in the 
Kitchen.  The roof over her front porch is sagging 
on the right hand side and needs repair and she 

needs new gutters. 

Project #3 is Margaret who lives by herself in a 
small home.  She needs storm doors on the front of 
her house.  She also needs hand rails built along her 

cement steps. 

As you can see, these projects will be 
stretching the talents of those who are serving on 
the team.  We ask for your prayers while we 
undertake these projects.  Specifically we ask for 
prayers for Cokesbury’s Mission Team, the other 
Mission Teams with us at Red Bird, and the 
families we are going to serve. 

Medical Equipment 

Helping Hands sponsors a medical 
equipment inventory to provide 
items for persons who have been 
injured or had surgery.  The 

supplies are available to all members of the 

congregation, their families, and others in need. 

The inventory contains walkers (with and 
without wheels), wheel chairs, bathtub seats, potty 
chairs, an elevated toilet seat, crutches, canes, a 4-
point cane, leg rests for wheel chairs, and an 

asthma machine. 

If you have medical equipment that you would 
want to contribute, please call the church office at 
703-494-5400.  If you have items that you wish to 
keep, but would not mind temporarily loaning to 
someone, we will be happy to list them in our 

inventory. 

If you have a need for any item in our 

inventory, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
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Corrections to the Cookbook 
 By Mary Jane Fizer 

We have found a few errors in our new fiftieth 
anniversary cookbook.  If you are aware of an 
error, please let me know by August 20.  A list of 
corrections will be available by Founders' Day.  
Please submit the correction in the format of this 

example - 

Name of recipe - Conga Squares 
Page Number - 137 
Correction - 2 1/2 c. baking powder should be 2 1/2 

tsp. baking powder 

You may give the corrections to me, place 
them in box 8, email them to me - 
mfizer5038@aol.com, or mail them to me - Mary 
Jane Fizer, 1284 Dawson Court, Woodbridge, VA  

22191.  Thanks for your cooperation. 

Fire Relief Update 
 By Emily Ruebsamen 

The outpouring of concern and help for Anna 
Callender after the fire at her apartment building 
was amazing.  Anna is settling in at her new 
apartment at River Run.  The setting is beautiful 
and the apartment is inviting with everything so 
fresh and new.  Anna was thrilled with all the 

“shower gifts” from Helping Hands. 

The monetary contributions have helped to get 
Anna a dining set that she really liked and a new 
telephone to replace the one she lost in the fire.  
Her basic cable was transferred to the apartment 

and the new phone installed. 

At this point, Anna is ready “to take flight” on 
her own (.  She has met new and old friends at 
River Run and is becoming adjusted to her change 
in life.  Most of her needs have been met and she is 
enjoying picking up some “finishing touches,” 

making the apartment truly her own. 

A couple of items that have been offered are 
waiting for arrangements for delivery and those as 

well as everything else are greatly appreciated. 

Anna has been riding the Omnilink buses, 
which can be scheduled “on demand” to take her to 
the church and return her home on weekdays and 

Thank You 
Anna Callender recently had a fire that 

destroyed her personal possessions and took the 
life of her beloved dog, “Peaches.”  The congrega-
tion has pulled together and provided many much 
needed items for her life.  She has also received 
help from the Red Cross and some personal friends 
and family.  She is secure in a new apartment, and 
we thank God for her safety and new home.  We 
have received the following note in appreciation: 
 

With gratitude and appreciation 
for the thoughtfulness you’ve shown. 
 

Thanks.  I don’t know what to say – for all the nice things 
I received, everything was so useful.  I am very pleased 
with everything and God will bless all the thoughtful 
people and I hope nothing else will happen. 
 
Thanks again and God bless. 
Anna Callender 

Saturdays.  No buses run on Sunday and that is a 
glitch.  Maybe members who live in her new area 

will talk with her about rides to church on Sundays. 

Thank you again for all of your Christian love 
and support. 

Overshadowed by Jesus' love 

A minister was conducting the funeral of a 
rather unsavory character who had never been near 
a place of worship in his life.  Though he had not 
known the man, the preacher poured on the praise 
for the dearly departed.  After 10 minutes of 
hearing the dead man described in terms of 
endearment as a husband, father, boss and 
neighbor, the widow's expression grew more and 
more puzzled.  She nudged her son and ordered, 
"Go up there and make sure it's your father in that 

casket." 

If we were to hear Jesus standing before God 
the Father describing our lives, we might look 
puzzled, too.  That's because when the blood of 
Christ is poured over my life and your life, it 
becomes unrecognizable.  God will not see us as 
sinners; God will only see the love of Jesus 

overshadowing us.  



Loving others… as Christ first loved us! 

The Colonnade  5 

United Methodist Men News 
By Joe Greene 

The United Methodist Men held a special July 
meeting in that we fellowshipped with the United 
Methodist Women with an ice cream social.  The 
UMW are fully committed and especially dedicated 
in their efforts of spreading God's Word so it was 
our pleasure and good fortune to share an evening 

with these wonderful ladies. 

And, since the underlying purpose of the 
UMW and the UMM is to spread God's Word to as 
many as possible, it is fitting that their works 
provide the motivation for us, Cokesbury's 
congregation, to abide by these words of an 

unknown author: 

I shall not pass this way but once; any good, therefore 
that I can do or any kindness that I can show to any 
human being let me do it now.  Let me not defer or 
neglect it for I shall not pass this way again. 

Troop Care Packages 
On July 14th Cokesbury sent 22 care packages 

to our troops in Afghanistan and Iraq.  The 

following is a thank note that came to us via email: 

The care packages arrived tonight.  I honestly just 
finished handing out candy and the stress balls.  Thank 
you so much for the kind gesture. The morale has been a 
little low for some of the troops around here, so your 
thoughtful gift really uplifted my 

spirits. 

I've attached a few pics so I'm not 
a complete stranger.  Again, I 
greatly appreciate you all taking 
the time out to send a care 
package. Blessings to all of you, 
and may your days continue to be 

prosperous and full of joy. 

SSgt 

Jones  

Helping Hands Update 
By Bunny Mahar 

The Helping Hands is the over-50 crowd.  We 
meet on the first Sunday of each month following 
the 11 a.m. worship service (except for August) for 

a potluck lunch and a short meeting. 

On August 1, we go to the Summer Music 
Theatre at Shenandoah University in Winchester to 
see the play “Beauty and the Beast” and then dinner 
at Perkins.  This is always a good time and requires 

two vans to transport us all. 

Though there is no meeting in August, we will 
get together for an ice cream social on Saturday, 
August 15 at 7 p.m.  There is always plenty of 

delicious treats. 

In addition to socializing with one another, we 
are an important part of the church’s outreach 
ministry.  We contribute to numerous charities, 
such as All God’s Children Camp, Salvation Army, 
and Northern Virginia College Ministries.  Our 
biggest project is Operation Christmas Child, 
sending Christmas to children all over the world–
one shoe box at a time.  For that reason, we are 
always asking the congregation to save their shoe 

boxes for us. 

At our last meeting we voted to donate $1,000 
to the elevator fund.  We would like to challenge 
other organizations within the church to meet or 
exceed our contribution.  This is a project that will 
meet the needs of many members of our 

congregation, regardless of age. 

At least twice each year, Helping Hands staffs 
the flea market.  When we do, we also offer the 
community the best baked good around at our bake 

sale.  This raises additional funds for our ministries. 

Last but certainly not least, twice each year we 
have a Soup and Salad Luncheon.  We serve a large 
number of homemade soups with salad, dessert, 
and beverages to everyone who wishes to attend.  

The next one comes up in November. 

Helping Hands is always looking to share their 
experience with new members and guests.  You are 

always welcome to attend any of our events. 
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1 Norma & Joe Burnette 
3 Mary Jane & Harry Fizer 
6 Becky & Jeff Ash 
7 Angela & John Obeng 
9 Alyssa & Chris Drye 
  Rita & George Johnson 
  Karin & John Lucas 
13 Barbara & Ed Horne 
15 Doris & Steve Price 
17 Nema & Christopher Bickersteth 
19 Marian & Oless Gherke 
21 Debra & William Clark 

1 Steve Herin 
  George Johnson 
  Kevin Kornieck 
2 Deborah Stead 
3 Juanita Brown 
  Peggy Embrey 
6 Jonathan Harris 
8 Jimmy Harris 
9 Brenda Hall 
  Bryan Hatch 
  Robert Powell, Jr. 
  Carl Zeigler, Sr. 
  Cheryl Yoho 
10 Jarod Owen 
11 Prince Amponsah 
15 Karen Lucas 
18 Robert Stead 
  Hafsatu Sesay 
20 Hazel Alvarado 
  Lisa Miller 
  Mabel Obeng 
21 Krista Kmety 
22 Kelly Rodriguez 
23 Preston Elliott 
  John Derickson 
  Kimberly Wirkner 
24 Darlene Seyler 
  Emmett Wright 
  Eleanor Young 
25 Rose Palmer 
26 Anna Callender 
  James Fehrenbach 
  Jim Hall 
27 William Burkett 
  Barbara Woods 
28 Rose Palmer 
29 Melanie Blair 
  Erin Deyerle 
30 Dallas Colley 

Concert at Cokesbury 

Tanya Vance 

On Sunday, August 9, our Director 
of Music, Tanya Vance, will be 
giving a concert at Cokesbury to 
announce the release of her new 

CD, “Destiny”.   

Tanya will perform songs from her new CD, as well as her 
previous releases, “Unconditional Love” and “All of My Life.”  The 
new CD, “Destiny,” features only instrumental songs that sound like 
“movie-theme music.”  There are also three “jazz-pop” songs on the 
CD that feature Tanya playing the saxophone.  If you like the music of 

Yanni or Jim Brickman, you will probably like this CD.   

Tanya is currently working on another CD, “That’s Good Enough 
for Me” which includes “jazz-pop” songs featuring her singing and 
playing the saxophone.  She plans to include two songs written by 
Barry Manilow on this CD: “All the Time” and “I Was a Fool to Let 

You Go.”   

Special guest at the concert will be Allen Jewell singing a duet 

with Tanya on the spiritual, “Going Over Home.”   

Tanya invites all to come out to the concert on 
August 9 from 6:30-7:30.  You can also check out 

her CDs online at www.cdbaby.com. 
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Money Matters 
 By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer 

If you missed Worship and the Ministry Fair 
on June 28, you certainly missed a very special 
Sunday!  On that day the worship seemed more 
powerful than ever; our pastor’s sermon was very 
moving and the Ministry Fair after each service 

was great fun and educational, too. 

Each ministry had a table displaying 
information about its programs, along with an 
invite to get involved with that ministry.  Some 
tables were also serving food. There definitely was 

a fair-atmosphere. 

During the worship service, our Pastor asked 
the heads of each table to come forward and to tell 
what ministry they were representing.  It was 
amazing!  That line of people extended from one 
side of the church to the other. Can you imagine 
our church having that many live and active 
ministries?  I even learned about a ministry that I 
didn’t know about.  When the clown was asked 
what ministry she represented, she said, “I’m just 
here to have fun.”  I thought, “Why not have fun 

doing God’s work?!” 

Right now it seems like everything in our 
church is “booming.”  Our abundance of local 
ministries are all very busy and active; attendance 
at our worship services is up; the number of new 
members in our church is up; there were over 200 
persons at our Kids’ Fest; our Mission Team is 
gearing-up for their mission trip; we’re looking 
forward to the 50th anniversary celebration of our 

church and the list goes on and on. 

However, in all this exuberance there is one 
thing that is not “up.”  That’s our income. On June 
30th, the year’s half-way mark, our income was 
$7,500.00 under budget.  In fact our income for this 
year to June 30th is less than it was last year to 
June 30th. This is serious, especially since our 
expenses are up!  Nearly all our utilities have gone 

up significantly, as well as quite a few other things. 

We worked very hard for many years to 
become a debt-free church; we just cannot let our 
financial freedom be short-term success.  We really 
do need to keep our church financially healthy in 
order to effectively minister to those less fortunate 

than ourselves. 

United Methodist Women’s Update 
By Gayle Urban 

 

 

In July we had 13 women from Cokesbury 
UMW take a “mission field trip” up the road to 
Alexandria, where we toured the Rising Hope 
United Methodist Mission Church.  This was an 
enlightening opportunity to hear from Laura Derby 
about the unique ministry that RHUMMC has to 
“the least, the lost, the lonely, and the left out” 
along the Rte. 1 corridor.  For 13 years, Rising 
Hope has been there with spiritual help, food and 
clothing, and more, as they empower and help to 
transform lives.  The Cokesbury women donated 
several bags of food to the food pantry that day.  
Those who attended:  Mary Wright, Donna Sapp, 
Olga Fraser, Gayle Urban, Marian Gherke, Elaine 
Copeland, Naomi Shaw, Cynthia Rohlfs, Mary 
Deahl, Roberta Deahl, Barb Wagner, Barb Firth, 
and Anita Yount. 

Who:  All women of the church 
What:  Are invited to a joint meeting of the Ruth 
Circle and the Evening Circle of Cokesbury 
UMW.  Guest speaker is Pastor Russ Urban. 
When:  On Monday, August 10 at 1 p.m., in the 
fellowship hall. 

We hope to see you there!  If you have 
hygiene items for Red Bird Mission, or the 
Mattaponi Clinic, please bring them, as well; 
(items such as toothbrush, vitamins, children’s 
Band-Aids, TUMS, calcium.) 

Therefore, I am recommending to the Finance 
Committee and to the Administrative Council that 
we somehow put ourselves on an austerity program 
and curtail spending for a time. This is going to be 
very painful, especially now when things are 
“booming” and we need funds to keep it going this 
way.  But we just cannot spend up to budget, if our 

income is not up to budget. 

Any amount that you can give will help our 
church to continue to do God’s work and  to 
provide for our congregation’s needs.  Please be 

generous.  Thank you.  

Remember your Pledge 

This Summer!  



Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at both services. 

The 11 a.m. worship service features  

a children’s worship for elementary school aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM (for children, youth, and adults) 

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship service that 

day begins at 10 AM and there is no Sunday School. 

See the Web Site for more information: 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us  

The Colonnade Staff 

Editor:  Bunny Mahar 

Calendar:  Bunny Mahar 

Postal Coordinator:  Melissa Clark 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 15th of 
each month for the next month’s edition. 

Place articles in:  Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to:  office@cokesburyumc.us  

Church Office:  703-494-5400 

      

Campbell’s Labels/General Mills  “Box Tops for Education” 

As of July 13th, the Mission/Outreach Commission collected 587 points from Campbell’s Labels for 
Education and 420 General Mills “Box Tops for Education” coupons for the Red Bird Mission School in 
Kentucky.  Thanks for the support and keep those Campbell’s Labels and General Mills Labels coming.   
 


