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50 Years Ago.... 
 

The Colonnade has been providing information, updates and status reports to the congregation for fifty 

years! If you will notice in the masthead, this is the first edition of the 50th volume of The Colonnade.  

The first official copy, Volume 1, of the newsletter was published in September 1962.  The original copy 

was done on a mimeograph machine in a 4-column format. The present copy is much easier to prepare 

and to read.  

Some interesting items gleaned from the first two issues: 

 A Men's Board of Ushers was formed under the direction of the Membership and Evangelism 

Commission with Mr. John Tonneson as chairman. 

 Direction signs on Route 1, Featherstone Road, and on our building were becoming a 

tremendous asset.   

 The building crusade was a big success.  Estimates of support reached $16,320.  Cash in hand 

totaled $1,480, totaling $17,800 indicating that Cokesbury members and friends were solidly 

behind this project. 

 Mr. Olin Bockes was elected chairman of the building committee.  The committee authorized the 

architect to proceed with preliminary drawings. 

 The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was scheduled for the first Sunday in each month.   

 The choir began weekly rehearsals on Thursday nights at 7:30 at the parsonage and was seeking 

singers. 

 A Nursery Mothers Group was formed with 32 present at the first meeting.  The group planned 

to meet bi-monthly to discuss matters concerning the nursery program and seek to acquire much 

needed equipment. 

 Attendance at worship service required additional hymnals.  Hymnals were purchased in 

memory of loved ones for $2.10 each.               

 Average weekly contribution needed to meet minimum expenses (based on present 41 active 

families), $3.51.   

 Individual weekly contribution breakdown (envelopes): 

 1-75 cents, 1    76 cents-$1.00, 3     $1.01-$1.56, 1   $1.57-$2.50, 9   

$2.51-$4.00, 9   $4.01-6.25, 5     $8.51-$10.00, 1  $10.00-$15.00, 0 

  

Though the numbers are all smaller, the needs appear to be much the same.  You could replace all those 

needs with the present day ones and it would be pretty accurate. 

 

"Two Requirements for a Christian - GIVING and FOR-GIVING" 
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From the Administrative Council  
By Walter Blair 
 

Happy New Year. 

Ahhhh, on December 16th we enjoyed the first snowfall of the coming winter. I suppose 'enjoy' is a 

subjective term and depends completely on your personal perspective. If you were lucky enough to be at 

home tucked away near a crackling fire, 'enjoy' meant you were able to relax and appreciate the show; if you 

were at work, you may have 'enjoyed' the crisp freshness of the view through the office window, knowing 

full well you would need to get out later, clear the car, and fight the traffic - you know, those crazy drivers; 

still further, you had to know that the snow was not going to remove itself from the sidewalk and driveway 

and eventually you would have to bundle up, dig out the shovel, and just do it. But that's all getting lost in the 

details - one of the nice things about the first snow is that it can change your outlook, and perspective. It 

gives a completely new look and feel to everything around you; as it is falling, everything transitions to 
something new and fresh. 

Watching Cokesbury UMC develop these last several years reminds me of a first snow - we are continually 

finding new and fresh ways to grow in spirit and ministry, seemingly regardless of our personal 

circumstances. We find new ways to reach out to those in need and provide fresh opportunities for everyone 

to participate in our programs - and we are constantly reminded that worship and ministry do not just occur 

at Sunday Worship - Cokesbury's missions and ministries thrive throughout the week through the faithful 

dedication and service of numerous leaders and volunteers. One of our leadership goals is to continually 

renew our base of volunteers so that we can spread our growing responsibilities across a deeper pool of 

helpers. Many begin helping in one or two ministries or causes, see new opportunities, try a few other 
ministries, find their niches, and become regular volunteers. New faces help keep our ministry teams fresh. 

And that is how it works for most of our missions and ministries, and that is how we find ourselves 

continuing to grow in our service and more fully project our Christ-centered light out into the community. 

Sure, there will always be snow that needs shoveling, and mundane tasks to be carried out, but spread out 

over our breadth of volunteers, they can sometimes seem as simply another task for the cause. We can be 
proud of our tradition of maintaining new and fresh ministries. 

But, Cokesbury UMC falls decidedly short in at least one important and vital area; one that is essential for 
the future. Sometimes, on reflection, it seems what we are doing is built on sandy soil.  

It is our children and youth. They are not receiving the full benefit of what we have to give them. We must 

provide more care and nurturing for our young than we do in our other thriving ministries. As in our other 

ministries, we have many dedicated and faithful leaders willing and able to provide the leadership for the 

children and youth. They should receive our thanks and praise - and I offer it wholeheartedly. But they need 

your help, everyone's help, in embracing this ministry area. If you have children, be sure you have them at 

Sunday School or Youth Group by 9:45 on Sunday mornings; if you have children, be sure you have them at 

choir rehearsal on Wednesday evenings; if you have children, and even if you do not, be sure you offer your 

help in Sunday School, with the Youth Group, with the children's choir, or with Extended Sunday School 

during 11:00 Sunday Worship. It is up to you to care and nurture the children and youth of Cokesbury in 

their faith journey. We all share in this responsibility, and it must be a ministry priority going forward so we 
can continue our vibrant traditions and ensure that Cokesbury's foundation is built on rock.  

And it begins with you. 
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Money Matters 
By Mary L. Seltzer, Treasurer 

 

Our church, Cokesbury UMC, was blessed and was 

a blessing to others in 2010.  As this is being written 
in mid December, it’s almost certain that our income 
will meet our 2010 budget and our expenditures will 

be slightly under budget.  This is a good place to be. 

Our finances are probably healthier now than they 

have been in the past five years, maybe even ten. 

As Treasurer, I do not see who donates or the indi-

vidual amounts.  I only keep track of income. Our 

income seems to be a compilation of many giving 

consistently and regularly, as able. This makes for 

healthier finances. 

One of the things that our finances are used for is 

salaries.  Our church is kept clean; our choir is 

directed; our church office is managed and we are 

blessed to have a full-time pastor.  Pastor Russ does 

not seem to ever give a mediocre sermon.  All of his 

sermons are so encouraging, heartening and mean-

ingful.  Sometimes I find myself writing a concept 

that he just presented in the margins of my bulletin, 

so I can remember it.  He also encapsulates the 

message into a little “nugget,” which he presents to 

the children in children’s church.  We, adults, do 

not want to miss that. And, I always listen carefully 

to his benedictions.  That’s where Pastor Russ in 

different ways each week, says “Out there is where 

you live God’s way.  Go forth!” 

Go forth is what we do.  In 2010, we’ve helped 

members of our own congregation deal with grief, 

and provided meals and financial aid.  We helped 

organizations on our PWC Route 1 corridor to help 

the poor and mar-ginalized: SAVAS, Hilda Barg, 

ACTS, St Paul Lord’s Table and Clothing Closet. 

We provided medical supplies, paper supplies, 

kitchen supplies, food, meals, clothing, labor and 

financial aid. We sent a third of our 2010 Easter 

offering to Rising Hope for them to help the Fairfax 

Route 1 corridor poor.  And, along with other 

donations, we sent a third of the Easter offering to 

the Haiti earthquake emergency. We sent a donation 

to the Virginia Annual conference to help in Brazil 

and Mozambique and for job training programs for 

low-income immigrants in Arlington, Virginia. 

 

Helping Hands (our senior group) sent 87 filled 

shoeboxes to children overseas for Christmas gifts.  

Also, we, as a church, paid all of our 2010 appor-
tionments; meaning that we are a connectional church 
and are much, much larger than if we were just 

working alone.  United Methodist World Services, 

of which we are a part, helps throughout the world 

in a very big way through these apportionments. 

Many worked long hard hours at our own Flea 

Market this past summer.  The committees that 

worked earned over $9,000, which they mostly gave 

away to help others. 

Not only did Cokesbury UMC give help in the 

present (many more than what’s listed above), there 

were donations made in 2010 to our endowment 

funds to help in the future.  The Men’s Endowment 

Scholarship Fund increased by over $1,000 and the 

General Endowment Fund, through small donations, 

reached $2,500.  This means the $2,500 will be kept 

and its interest will be used for any church need any 

time in the future.  

Recently, the Bishop of our Virginia Conference 

asked us to “fast and pray for God to work within us 

for the future of the church.”  At the beginning of 
2010, Pastor Russ presented a seminar on Intercessory 
Prayer.  Throughout the year, letters written by 

members of our congregation spoke about prayer in 

connection with stewardship. About two weeks ago, 

during discussions at our adult Advent Study lesson 

on peace, I heard another “P” word just about as 

often as the word “Peace.”  It was “Prayer.” 

Cokesbury UMC is ending a very blessed year 

financially and spiritually.  To continue this on into 

2011, we must continue to pray and ask “God to 

work within us for the future of the church” and for 

the future of our local church, Cokesbury UMC. 
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Flea Market Update 
By Joe Greene 

Just as most professional sports no longer have an off-

season as they are in constant preparation for their 

upcoming season, it appears Cokesbury's Flea Market 
Committee has adopted the same strategy. 

 Probably the most challenging aspect of our flea 

market is the ability to provide ample parking for the 

ever-growing number of vendor customers.  Since our 

lower parking lot cannot be enlarged on three of its 

four sides, Dave Woodman, flea market co-chairman, 

has long had the vision to provide additional parking 

using a two-step approach. 

Step one would be the removal of the enormous and 

unsightly pile of trash (leaves, tree branches & 

miscellaneous junk) that has accumulated along the 

tree lined side of our parking lot just below the garage.  

Once completed, step two would be the removal of 

small trees, shrubs and the clearing out of the large 

amount of undergrowth.  Following these efforts, 

Dave visualizes enough of an area would be cleared 

and prepared as to safely direct customer vehicles in 

and out of this addition to our existing customer 
parking lot. 

Now there is no doubt that this is an effort that 

promises to be laborious and time-consuming, if we 

are to successfully increase our flea market customer 

base, it all begins with our ability to provide sufficient 
customer parking. 

So for some time now, members of the flea market 

committee, along with volunteers from the United 

Methodist Men, have been working on this project and 

step one is more than halfway completed. One 

negative to this effort is the arrival of winter weather 

which will probably slow us down, but we are hopeful 

that the Lord will provide us with a fair amount of 

bright and sunny Saturdays.  Regardless, we will 

continue this project as much as possible and maybe 

for the 2011 flea market season, we might only realize 

a few additional parking spaces but there is no doubt 

that under Dave's leadership, there will be a successful 
completion to this project. 

We can always use more help so if you are willing to 

get involved in such a worthwhile project, please 
contact Dave Woodman, 703-494-6552. 

  

 
 
 

I sincerely appreciate the very generous gift that was 

given to me from the congregation. I am thankful that 

I can provide music for the worship services and enjoy 

doing so for all of you. 

   Mary Jane Fizer 

 

New Year Idea! 
By Melanie Blair  

I have read a couple of stories in the Upper Room 

about helping those who are asking for money on 

the side of the road, or wherever. Here is an idea 

passed on from the Upper Room so that we are not 

caught off guard.   

Keep a bag in your car filled with pertinent items 

such as water bottles, hygiene items, gift cards to 

Wendy's, McDonald's, etc.   Who knows, as the 

Bible tells us, we may be caring (entertaining) for 

an angel. 

 

 
February 6, 12:15 

$5 per person, Fellowship Hall 

Come out and enjoy your favorite 

 homemade soup!  Some choices: 

 

    * Clam Chowder       * Vegetable Beef Soup 

    * French Onion       *Chicken Noodle 

    * Bean Soup       * Potato Soup 

    * Split Pea Soup       * Chili 

 

Sponsored by Helping Hands 
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  2 Mark Young 

   John Baiden-Amissah 

   Nathaniel Lamptey 

  3 Ama Obeng  

  4 Jacqueline Elliott   

   Pearl Bickersteth 

  5 Terence Quay 

   Mike Cowan 

  6 Doreen Johnson 

   Naomi Shaw 

  9 Melanie Irby 

  10 Hannah Simensen 

  11 Rita Johnson  

  12 Eileen Moore 

   KathrynNelson 

  14 Joseph Elliott 

  15 Laura Ash 

  17 Wendy Lamptey 

   John Watjen 

  18 Roberta Deahl 

   Hunter Wertz 

   LaShanda Patrick 

   Sara Edmonds 

  19 Glenda Lawson 

   Richard Derr 

  22 Diane Haggart 

   Beatrice Quartey 

   Alexandria Westog 

  24 Peggy Dorton 

  25 Virginia Rodriguez 

  26 Heather Johnson 

  27 Michael Gribik 

   Keenan Carter 

  28 Greg Harper 

   Doreen Addison 

  29 Brent Fortenberry 

   Eric BeMiller 

  30 Kimora Fabien 

 

 

 

                

       2 Linda & Mike Alvey 

      12 Naomi & James Shaw 

      13 Bunny & Glenn Wirick 

      14 Linda & Carl Ennis 

      19 Winnie & Chuck Hogan 

    Su & Bob Kucharuk 

      21 Donna & Roshier Bailey 

        30 Mary & Jack Jewell 

 

 

By Barb Firth  

 

Don't discard your used Christmas cards.  Give 

them to Barb Firth or Bunny Wertz.  They will be 

shipped to St.Jude's for the children's craft program.  

Thank you. 
      

 

Where's Olga?        

 

 

To the family members of Cokesbury United Methodist 

hurch of Olga Bruce Fraser: 

Peace be yours at Christmastime and all through a 

blessed new year. 

Lorraine Junie Fraser 
 

Olga is spending the winter with her daughter in her 

home town of Georgetown Guyana.  She would love 

to hear from you.  Her address is:   
 

Olga Bruce Fraser, c/o Dawn Stewart 

18 Norton St. 

Werkenrust, Georgetown 

Guyana, South America 
 

(Cost of mailing one ounce is $.98. 

First to second ounce is $1.76.) 
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of our members who passed away during 2010.  Their 

loss is felt keenly and we are lifted up by the words in 

the following scripture.  Our sympathy goes to the 

families and friends of: 

Karen Amidon 

Doug Phelps 

David Schingler 

Judie Cator 

Douglas Sapp 

Donald Tyrrell 

Oless Gherke 
 

"Jesus said to his disciples: 'Do not let your hearts be 

troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 

Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were 

not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place 

for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 

am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the 

place where I am going.' Thomas said to him, 'Lord, we 

do not know where you are going. How can we know the 

way?' Jesus said to him, 'I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 

me.'" 

John 14.1-6 

 

 
Parking Lot Repair & Restoration 
 
It has been 15 years since any meaningful 

repairs or real maintenance have been done to 

Cokesbury's parking lot. It is obvious that several 

sections of the parking lot are in need of substantial 

repair.  
 

The trustees recommend a plan to repair the parking lot 

that will cost $30,000.  While that sounds like a large 

expense, let’s look at what we have done in the past 

few years: 

-  We dug ourselves out of $28,000 debt to our-

selves with "Get Out of Debt" program. 

- We renovated the kitchen for about $70,000. 

- We made the church handicap accessible with a 

wheel chair ramp, handrails in the hallway, and 

door openers to the bathrooms.  

 

 

 

 

- We were inspired to provide an elevator by a large 

donation and for $60,000 were able to provide 

Cokesbury with a method for handicapped people  

to enjoy the full use of the building. 
 

We believe we can achieve this repair and  restoration of 

the parking lot without going into debt. We will continue 

to provide special offering envelopes for receiving dona-

tions.  We will modify and use the current Stay Out of 

Debt envelopes by adding another line so that a person 

can either designate "Parking Lot Repair" or "Stay Out 

of Debt." 

A poster depicting 100 parking spaces and our $30,000 

goal will be displayed.  You may buy as many parking 

spaces as you like or share the purchase with another.   
 

We know we are asking a lot, but given the litany of 

facts previously mentioned, it appears we are capable, 

willing and eager to accept this challenge.  We expect to 

complete this job by December 2011.  Mark your 

calendar! 

 

Meet Your New Neighbors 

   (as in pew neighbors!) 
 

The following new members were 

welcomed into our Cokesbury family         

on Sunday, December 12, 2010. 

Anthony Miller, 15020 Lost Canyon Ct., #202, 

Woodbridge, 22191, 703-389-0936.  Tony joins us by 

profession of faith and is a retired military who works as 

a security supervisor. 

Patricia Cole, 16821 Flotilla Way, #401, Woodbridge, 

22191, 703-441-1124  Patricia is transferring from 

Tabernacle UMC in Fredericksburg and works for the 

PWC school system. 

Regina Nesiama, 15516 Exmore Ct., Woodbridge, 

22191, 703-680-1603 by transfer from Christ 

Methodist Cathedral, Nigeria.  She lives with her two 

children, Adewale (Wale) and Tinuade (Tinu) 

Adebambi.  Regina is the daughter of Grace Nesiama 

who joined our church earlier this year. 

Trisha Line, 2549 Eastbourne Dr., Woodbridge 22191, 

571-285-1350.  Trish has recently moved to the 

Woodbridge area though having worked in DC nearly 

four years.  Her membership is being transferred from 

Cromwell UMC in Cromwell, Minnesota. 
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Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at both services. 
The 11 a.m. worship service features a children’s worship 

for elem.  school aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM  
(for children, youth, and adults 

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship 
service that day begins at 10:30 AM and there is no 

Sunday School 

For more information: 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us 

 

            

The Colonnade Staff 
                       Editor: Bunny Mahar 

Postal Coordinator: Bob Mahar 
Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 20th  

of each month for the next month’s edition. 

Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to: office@cokesburyumc.us 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 

 

 
  

 






