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A Dramatic Portrayal of Faith 

 
By Gayle Urban 

A wonderful blend of gifts and talents came together at Cokesbury for the presentation of the chancel 

drama, “Is it I?”  For weeks a great deal of preparations, practicing, and prayers went into the event.  Robes and 

tunics were sewn, set decorations were visualized and created, lines were rehearsed, music was selected, 

schedules were rearranged, and hearts were prepared. For 13 men, it was a time of putting themselves into the 

roles of Jesus and the 12 disciples as they gathered in the upper room for their last supper with Jesus. 

The drama was presented on Maundy Thursday, as part of the Holy Week experience, and about 120 

people attended. Participating as disciples: Tony Miller, Walter Blair, Kyle Kornieck (not pictured), Joe Greene, 

Rick Clark, Robert Deyerle, Dennis Fulton, John Kelly, Chad Westog, Allen Jewell, Dave Woodman, Jack 

Kornieck; Jesse Neckers portrayed Jesus.  The setting for the drama was that found in the scriptures: 

Mark 14:12-19.   

In a powerful way, each disciple in turn spoke his part…remembering his times with the Master, and now 

being confronted with those very words from Jesus that one of them would betray him…how could that be?  Is 

it I, Lord?  Is it I?  Through the words of the disciples and their individuality, it was made real that these 

disciples struggled at times with their faith.  From the youngest to the oldest, each had a unique perspective at 

the common table where they had joined Jesus for that last supper. 

Holy Communion was shared following the chancel drama. The chancel drama was a meaningful event in 

the life of the church as part of the Holy Week journey.   
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      The Great Fifty Days of Easter – What the Future Holds 

 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 

you.  And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”   Matthew 28:18-20 

 

The church has experienced a wonderful Lenten season and Easter.  The Holy Week events starting with 

Palm Sunday and including the Holy Thursday worship service with the chancel drama “Is It I?” led up to an 

amazing Easter morning with more people experiencing worship than at any other time in the last 10 years.   

But, Easter has not come to an end.  Easter is a season that extends for fifty days through the Day of Pentecost 

(which means "50" in Greek). 

Since early days Christians have observed with great devotion the time of our Lord’s passion and 

resurrection.  It became the custom of the Church to prepare for this by a season of penitence and fasting.  At 

first this season known as Lent was observed by those who were preparing for Baptism at Easter and by those 

who were to be restored to the Church’s fellowship from which they had been separated through sin.  In the 

course of time, the Church came to recognize that, by a careful keeping of these days, all Christians might take 

to heart the call to repentance and the assurance of forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, and, thereby, grow in 

faith and in devotion to our Lord. 

Historically, then, the Church used these 50 days of Easter to do two things:   

(1) Teach the newly baptized or confirmed the meanings of the sacraments and symbols of our faith and 

(2) Help them and the whole worshiping community enter into a time of discerning, claiming and 

beginning or continuing the ministries for which the Spirit has called and gifted them. 

On Pentecost, which culminated the 50 days, the Church commissioned all who were ready to begin their 

ministries and blessed all who recommitted to ongoing ministries in the name of Christ and the power of the 

Holy Spirit.  

As I reflect on the many things we do as a church, I am reminded again and again of the wonderful 

ministries that Cokesbury has supported over the years to further the kingdom of God. At the same time, I know 

that there is more that can and should be done.  I find it exciting to envision how God may be calling us, 

individually and as the church, to do even more in the name of our risen Lord and Savior.  

My hope is that we will use this season of Easter, with its inspiring message of hope for the future and the 

fullness of new life, to discern what ministries we will perform.  We made use of the Lenten season to let go of 

things that held us back from experiencing the fullness of God’s grace.  Now is the time to envision what we are 

to take up on behalf of God. 

What ministries will we start and/or reconfirm?  The possibilities are as vast as the God that we serve.  

How can we accomplish such things?  We can accomplish such things with the power of the Holy Spirit that 

descended upon the Church on that original Pentecost 50 days after the Resurrection of Christ. 

Grace and peace,  

Pastor Russ 
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Money Matters 

By Mary L. Seltzer, Treasurer   

 

We are now in the Easter Season and 

celebrating that Christ is Risen!  An empty grave is 

there to prove our Savior lives.  Our struggles now 

cannot be compared to the glory that awaits us.  

And because he lives, we can face tomorrow. 

Financially, our church has been struggling 

these first four months of 2011.  Our budget to 

actual for March and April have been in the range 

of -$7,800.  Income to expenditures is around a 

minus ten thousand dollars. 

Thankfully, on account of the good year last 

year, this cash flow nosedive has been supported by 

our contingency funds, not our restricted monies, 

which mostly were donated or earned for the 

purpose of making a difference.  

With the joy of Easter, the weather warming 

and flea market opening, we’re looking forward to 

better times.  Even so, we as a church have been 

able to donate $1,500 to others less fortunate than 

ourselves through our Easter Offering. 

Our parking lot repair fund is at $11,010.85.  

So we’re more than a third of the way to our goal, 

and have 36 of our 100 squares colored in. 

Easter is here; Christ is risen; hope is alive.  

Alleluia!  We move forward   toward a glorious 

remainder of 2011, believing that plunges into cash 

flow chasms are a thing of the past.  Our hope is 

that we’ll end the year with positive numbers that 

make meaningful differences, not only in our own 

lives, but help others as well.  

 

 

Think Green! 
By Barb Firth 

 

In an attempt to be greener in our kitchen, the 

Admin Council has approved the use of coffee 

mugs.  If you would like to bring a mug to use for 

your coffee at church functions, please feel free to 

do so. 
 

 

 
                (for those over 50) 

By Barb Firth 

The Steering Committee of Helping Hands has 

met and come up with a very ambitious schedule for 

the next few months.  Included in this busy agenda 

are activities for fun, service, and ministry. 

May meeting finds the "opening" of the picnic 

season with the theme being Patriotism.  This is not 

a potluck meeting so just come and enjoy the lunch. 

June will be the regular meeting and potluck 

luncheon.  Members will be asked to sign on to help 

with the flea market and to help set up and clean up 

following the monthly get-togethers. 

On July 3rd, there will be another church-wide 

picnic to celebrate the 4th of July.  It was such a 

good time last year that it was felt that we should 

continue this celebration again this year.   

There will be an ice cream social in August but 

plans have not yet been made.   Fun nights are 

planned for May 21, July 16, and September 17.   

Helping Hands will be responsible for the flea 

market on August 6th and September 24th.  Baked 

goods will be requested for a bake sale. 

The annual service project, Operation 

Christmas Child, will be chaired this year by Peggy 

and Don Dorton.  This is a big undertaking but one 

that has many rewards! 

Some suggested activities throughout the year were: 

-  Dandy leaving from Alexandria 

-  Odyssey out of D.C. 

-  Shenandoah Music Theatre (June 25) 

-  Graves Mountain Apple Harvest Festival 

(October) 

The steering committee will meet again on July 

7th at 6:30 p.m.  If you want to help make plans for 

this group of friends, please join us at this meeting. 
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By Joe Greene 

Just as April showers bring May's flowers we 

also know that the sacrifice of Lord made on the cross 

brings us forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.  

So when looking at the wonderful glory of nature, 

please be reminded that what we see is very small 

considering the sights that awaits all of us. 

The March meeting of the United Methodist Men 

was filled with discussions of future activities that we 

hope will be enjoyed by our congregation and 

community. 

 We thank everybody who participated in our 

annual fruit program and we look forward to 

serving you later this year. 

 Each year the UMM participate in the Sunday 

morning Father's Day worship service but this 

year Pastor Russ has requested we conduct the 

entire service.  It will be a challenge but we see 

this as a wonderful opportunity to serve the Lord 

with our Ministry. 

 The planning for our 2nd annual Fourth of July 

picnic has begun and we anticipate only one 

change - the location will be on our church 

grounds instead of Veterans Park.  The event will 

take place on the 3rd of July with the UMM 

providing hamburgers and hot dogs.  Members of 

our congregation and those of our Hispanic 

congregation who attend will be asked to bring a 

side dish large enough to share with others.  

Additional information and/or changes will be 

announced as we proceed closer to the Fourth. 

 At the end of each Methodist Men's meeting, John 

Jewell closes with a challenge that is meant to 

inspire each of us to do more to serve the Lord in 

whatever capacity He calls us.  We all face many 

challenges during our daily lives and some of 

them even seem to be so enormous that there is no 

way we can overcome what lies in front of us.  

But then just like this story from an unknown 

author's quote in "Grandpa Says" book, we seem 

to acquire a lift that allows us to face the challenge 

before us. 

The challenges are huge, but we should  

face them with the same confident that David 

displayed when he faced the giant Goliath.  Everyone 

advised David to forget about confronting the 

enormous giant, saying, "He's so huge, there is no way 

you can win."  To which David replied, "He's so huge, 

there's no way I can miss."      

 

 

 

Cokesbury United  

Methodist Women 
By Gayle Urban, unit president 

703-494-2963 

Saturday, May 7:  UMW volunteers at the Flea Market; 

two shifts (6 a.m.-10 a.m./10 a.m.-2 p.m.).  Any amount 

of time is helpful.  Also, we will have a Bake Sale that 

day;  items such as cookies, cakes, fudge, brownies, 

cupcakes, etc. are popular. 
 

Sunday, May 8:  Mother’s Day; UMW will sing the 

anthem, at both 8:30 and 11:00 worship services; attire is 

white blouse and black pants or skirt.  Also, during the 

worship time, the candle will be lighted in honor and 

memory of loved ones designated through the UMW 

Candleburning giving.   
 

Monday, May 9:  UMW Circle meetings:  Ruth Circle 

meets at 1 p.m. and Evening Circle meets at 7:30 p.m.  

All women of the church welcome. 
 

Can you sew cloth tote bags, for the school kits which 

UMW are putting together again this year?  Our goal is 

100 bags, and they are needed by June 5.  A pattern for 

the bag is available; it should be of sturdy material, with 

strap handles, and a Velcro closure.  Please contact 

Gayle Urban or Peggy Dorton if you are able to sew 

some bags.  Thank you so much for any sewing that you 

are able to do.  Material can be provided. 

 

 

 

Philippians 4:8  “Finally, brethren, whatever is true, 

whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything 

is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.  

Whatever you have learned or received or heard from 

me, or seen in me—put into practice.  And the God of 

peace will be with you.” 
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 1 Ronnie Hawes 

 2 Natalie Clark 

  Barbara Horne 

 5 John Garrett 

  Matthew Surdam 

 6 Virgil Ohene-Djan 

 7 Jack Jewell 

 9 Kenny Johnson  

  Jordan Schultz 

  Tilchia Danquah 

  Jory Lawson 

 12 Steve Nelson 

 15 Lisa Harper 

 18 Eric Obeng 

  John Kelly 

 19 Jessica Hall 

  Christine Smith 

 20 Marci Villanueva 

 21 Bob Kucharuk 

  Kinley Urban 

 22 Shane Gallagher 

 23 Stephanie Reynolds 

 25 Mollie Gallagher 

 26 Tinuade Adekambi 

 27 Roy Arredondo 

 28 Milah Ash 

  Nancy Miller 

 30 Virginia Neyhouse 

  Robert Deyerle   

  Bunny Mahar 

 31  Billie Lou Wertz 

  BeckyByrum 
 
Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and 

that all may go well with you, even as your soul is 

getting along well."   (3 John 1:2) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

  

 1 Jenny & Keenan Carter 

 10 Mollie & Bob Gallagher 

 13 Laverne & Jay Beck 

 17 Gayle & Russ Urban 

 21 Leta & Robert Deyerle 

 25 Bernadette & JJ Biaden-Amissah 

  Paula & David Simensen 

 30 Grace & Olin Bockes 

 31 Diane & Dan Haggart 
   
 

May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for 

each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for 

you.    (1 Thessalonians 3:12 ) 

 

 

 
 Pizza Fundraiser 

 

Cokesbury UMC and Wesley Housing will hold  

a Pizza Hut Pizza Partners fundraiser on Monday, 

May 23rd from 4:00 to 10:00 p.m.  Participating 

Pizza Hut is located at 4306 Dale Boulevard, Dale 

City, and will include dine-in, carry-out or delivery. 

Cokesbury UMC and Wesley Housing's affordable 

housing mission will each receive a percentage of 

the sales made on this day during the specified time. 

You must present a Fundraiser Ticket for your 

purchase to count.  Fundraiser tickets must be 

presented to your server or delivery driver.  Tickets 

exclude alcohol, tax, and delivery charges. 

(Coupons/ discounted pizzas are not valid on 

fundraisers.)  Tickets are available from Pam Herin.  

Every-body loves pizza - what better way to help 

the church raise much needed funds. 
 

M

A

Y 
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Home Dedication…a Passing On 

of God’s Love 

By Gayle Urban 
 

On April 9th friends, family, and faith came 

together in a meaningful way in front of the long-
time home of Doug and Leola Phelps in Woodbridge 
for a home dedication ceremony led by Pastor Russ 

Urban.  

 Four generations of the Phelps family were 

there for the occasion on a cool spring morning.  

Jarlene Buzzell and Doug Phelps, Jr. shared some   

of the great memories of their family times growing 

up in that house.  After their parents had passed 

away,  Jarlene learned about Good Shepherd 

Housing Foundation and its mission to provide 

housing for persons in need, and the Phelps children 

felt it was a helpful way to pass on God’s love to 

another family.   

Good Shepherd Housing Foundation has a 
partnership with Prince William County Community 

Services, and GSHF is dedicated to providing 

permanent and transitional supportive housing or 

supportive solutions, to persons with chronic low 

income due to various situations. The GSHF vision 

is to provide a foundation for families and 

individuals to reach their highest potential.  

(www.goodshepherdhousing.org) 

Jarlene and Doug, Jr. learned from their parents 

the value of helping others, and that one person can 

make a wonderful difference.  During the home 

dedication ceremony, the young family that recently 

moved into the house expressed their gratitude and 

gave thanks to God for a new home for their three 

small children.  Pam Kovach, from GSHF, spoke of 

the foundation’s mission and gave examples of how 

lives have been transformed through new housing 

options. 

“The Phelps House” 

stands as a reminder of that 

transforming hope for the 

future. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

By Linda Alvey 

The Missions & Outreach Committee will start 

raising funds to provide scholarships to Camp 

Highroad. This year the committee does have a 

youth interested in Camp Highroad. If you would 

like to make a donation to this program,  please 

indicate on your check or envelope "A Child’s 

Dream Times Twenty."   

Please continue to save your box tops and 

Campbell’s soup labels.  The collection box is in the 

narthex.  The box tops are given to Featherstone 

Elementary School and the Campbell’s soup labels 

are mailed to Henry Fork Center in Rocky Mount, 

Virginia. They need 361,946 more labels for the 

vans they wish to purchase.  So please take a 

moment to save the label from the can or box before 

tossing in the recycle bin. 

Cokesbury UMC is responsible for the food at 

the Hilda Barg Homeless Prevention Shelter May 

22-25.  Please see the sign-up sheet in the narthex.  

Food and help are greatly needed for this important 

project. The Lord’s Table should be coming up in 

the next several weeks also.  The new schedule has 

not been posted by St. Paul’s UMC.   

Our next meeting of Missions & Outreach will 

be May 15th, so please be sure to mark your 

calendars to join us at 12:15 in an upper education 

classroom.  

 

Kids' Fest 
On June 4

th
, Cokesbury sponsors Kids' Fest to treat 

elementary-aged children to a day of fun.  There 

will be craft tables, face painting, 

games, prizes, and other activities for 

kids to participate in.  There is much 

work to be done.  A planning meeting 

will soon be held.  Please plan to help. 

For more information, contact Barbara 

Commerce or Cynthia Rohlfs. 

 

 

http://www.goodshepherd/
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School will be out before you know it.  Mark 

your calendars for Vacation Bible School - June 

24th through July 1st, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  The Bible 

School theme will be "The Road to Nazareth." VBS 

is always fun for the children!  For questions, more 

information, or offers to help, please contact  

Melissa Clark, 703-494-1850.   

 

 

Rising Hope Celebrates  

        15 Years 

In June 2011, Rising Hope will begin a year-

long celebration to mark its 15 years in ministry 

serving the most vulnerable along the Route One 

Corridor. Mark your calendar and join in some of the 

activities. 

- Sat., June 15 - Annual Fun Fair 

- Sun., June 26, 11 a.m. - Worship Celebration 

- Sun., Jun 26, 7 p.m. - Service of Recognition 

Special events will be held all year.   

 

Meals for Homeless Shelter 

Cokesbury is scheduled to provide food for 

meals, prepare and serve meals at the Hilda Barg 

Homeless Prevention Center on Sunday, May 22, 

through Wednesday, May 25.  Meals include dinner 

in the evening with breakfast items and bagged 

lunches for the next day.   

Please check the sign-up sheet in the narthex if 

you can help provide food items for this outreach 

project.  Servers and helpers are also needed.  For 

more information, please call Marian Benson, 703-

590-8841. 

 

ACTS Wish List 

ACTS is a community organization whose 

mission is to alleviate hunger, homelessness, and 

domestic violence, and to help people achieve self-

support in the Prince William Area.  To help fill the 

food pantry shelves or contribute hygiene articles, 

clip this article and take it on your next shopping 

trip.  If everyone brings a single item to church each 

week, the ACTs basket in the narthex will fill 

quickly. 

Items Needed:  baby wipes, wash cloths, toothpaste, 

peanut butter, cereal, spaghetti sauce, canned meat, 

instant potatoes, macaroni and cheese, napkins, 

plastic ware, diapers, pillows/blankets, sheets, 

laundry detergent, cleaning supplies, oatmeal, 

noodles, dry beans, soup, powdered milk, paper 

cups & plates, paper towels, zip lock bags, 

shampoo, jam, baby food, tuna, rice, canned fruit, 

general office supplies, self-opening food items. 

 

Spring Awakes What  

Autumn Puts to Sleep 

Submitted by Mary Deahl 

A garden of asters of varying hues, 

Crimson-pinks and violet-blues, 

Blossoming in the hazy Fall 

Wrapped in Autumn's lazy pall - 

But early frost stole in one night 

And like a chilling, killing blight 

It touched each pretty aster's head 

And now the garden's still and dead 

And all the lovely flowers that bloomed 

Will soon be buried and entombed 

In Winter's icy shroud of snow 

But, oh, how wonderful to know 

That after Winter comes the Spring 

To breathe new life in everything. 

And all the flowers that fell in death 

Will be awakened by Spring's breath - 

For in God's plan both men and flowers 

Can only reach "bright, shining hours" 

By dying first to rise in glory 

And prove again the Easter Story. 

 - Helen Steiner Rice   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.actspwc.org/
http://www.actspwc.org/
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Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at both services. 
The 11 a.m. worship service features a children’s worship 

for elem.  school aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM  
(for children, youth, and adults 

)If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship 
service that day begins at 10:30 AM and there is no 

Sunday School. 

For more information: 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us 

 

            

The Colonnade Staff 
                       Editor: Bunny Mahar 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 20th  

of each month for the next month’s edition. 

Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to: office@cokesburyumc.us 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



UM Women Sunday:  May 8 May 2011 Pizza Night:  May 23
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1  Easter Cantata
10:30  Worship Service
11:45  Helping Hands
1:30‐5:00 IPDC

2
7:00  IPDC

3
6:30 Girl Scouts

4
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7‐9:30 IPDC
7:30 Book Club

5
7:00 Jesus in the Gospels
7:00 IPDC

6
7:00‐10:00 IPDC

7
6:00‐2:00  Flea Market

(UM Women)
10:00 Recovery Inc.
2:00 UMM to Envoy

8  Mother’s Day
8:30/11:00 Worship
  UM Women Sunday
9:45 Sunday School
1:30‐5:00 IPDC

9
1:00  Ruth Circle
7:00  IPDC
7:30  UMM/UMW

10
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Finance Meeting

11

10:00 Prayer Shawls
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00‐10:00 IPDC

12
7:00 Jesus in the Gospels
7:00 IPDC

13
7:00‐10:00 IPDC

14
6:00‐2:00  Flea Market

(Missions & Outreach)
10:00 Recovery, Inc.

15
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
12:15 Missions &
            Outreach
1:30‐5:00 IPDC

16
1:00  Ruth Circle
7:00  IPDC
7:30  UMM/UMW

17
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Admin Council

18
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00‐10:00 IPDC

19
7:00 Jesus in the Gospels
7:00 PDC

20
7:00‐10:00 IPDC

21
6:00‐2:00  Flea Market

(UM Men)
10:00 Recovery Inc.

22
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
1:30‐5:00 IPDC

23
4:00‐10:00  Pizza Night 
7:00  IPDC

24
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00  SPRC Meeting

25
10:00 Prayer Shawls
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 IPDC

26
7:00 IPDC

27
7:00‐10:00 IPDC

28
6:00‐2:00  Flea Market

(Finance/Stewardship)
10:00 Recovery Inc.

29
10:30 Worship Service
1:30‐5:00 IPDC

30 Memorial Day
7:00  IPDC

31
6:30 Girl Scouts

Hilda M. Barg Homeless Prevention Center Meals

Cokesbury United Methodist Church


