
 

 

 The Colonnade 
Cokesbury United Methodist Church June 2011   
14806 Blackburn Road, Woodbridge, Virginia, 22191 Volume 50, No. 6 

 

                                                                             

                                                                                       Kids' Fest 2011 
 

For the eleventh year, Cokesbury will entertain children of the community at a Kids' Fest to 
be held on Saturday, June 4th, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Kids' Fest, open to the whole 

community, is about having fun and making the day enjoyable for elementary aged 

children.  Local schools have all been notified of the event with flyers to pass on to parents 

of the fun ahead. It is always well attended by families of the community and goes on rain 

or shine. Bring your children and grandchildren and enjoy the excitement as games are played, prizes are 

won, crafts are completed, and laughter rules. 

The event will include special games, crafts and other activities. Volunteers are still needed if you can 

share some fun time.   Additionally, there will be a free community picnic at 1:00.  Picnic side dishes are 

needed and your donations would be very helpful.  The United Methodist Men will provide the burgers 

and hot dogs.   

Thanks to the Family Care Committee for all the hard work on this event. Chairpersons are Barbara 

Commerce and Cynthia Rohlfs. 
 

Vacation Bible School 

  June 27th - July 1st 

 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
 

By Melissa Clark 
 

Hear stories about Jesus' childhood from the best source of all...his mom, Mary!  Travel back to 

Nazareth and explore the town where Jesus grew up.   Jesus had a home, a family and went to church 

to read the word of God, just like we do now.  Take part in daily life in ancient times. 

Each day we will learn a new Bible point and a new Bible verse. We will play games, sing songs, 

make crafts, and learn about Jesus as a child.  This will be a fun week for all. 

Children will be able to share what they believe about Jesus. God loved each of us enough to send 

his precious son to earth.  Discover how Jesus' life impacts our lives today. 

An Adult Bible Study will meet on Sunday, June 26, through Thursday, June 30, at 7 p.m. 

All volunteers are welcome to participate. Please call Melissa Clark at 703-494-1850. 
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Pentecost: Empowering the Church for Ministry 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly from heaven there 

came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were filled with the 

Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Acts 2:1-4

On the day of Pentecost, fifty days after Jesus’ 

resurrection and ten days after his ascension into 

heaven, the disciples of Christ received the 

empowering presence of the Holy Spirit.  The 

disciples were enabled to speak boldly and to act 

decisively to further the work and ministries of 

Jesus Christ.  The disciples were transformed by the 

Holy Spirit into the body of Christ, the Church. 

Today, we believe that the power and presence 

of the Holy Spirit still resides with us, enabling us 

to envision and bring to fruition ministries that 

further God’s kingdom on earth.  At Cokesbury we 

have ministries that allow others to respond to 

God’s grace and answer God’s call on their lives, as 

well as ministries that strive to reach out and 

minister to the physical needs of people.  

For the past several months, through the 

seasons of Lent and Easter, we have been in a time 

of discernment both for ourselves and for the 

church.  We have tried to be sensitive to the 

prompting of God to determine what things should 

be stopped or changed, and what new things God 

may want us to do. 

Now, during the season of Pentecost, it is time 

to give voice to those ministries that we feel need to 

start or be continued.  If you have ideas about our 

ministries, please contact me.  I would also love to 

hear from you if you feel that God is leading you 

into a new, personal ministry area. 

Remember: we can do all things through Christ 

who strengthens us.  (based upon Philippians 4:13)   

In God’s grace, Pastor Russ 

The Virginia Annual Conference 

This year our annual conference for the Virginia UM church is in Roanoke from Wednesday, June 15, 

through Sunday, June 19.  Along with Pastor Russ, Michael Obeng will be representing Cokesbury at the 

conference.  (Gayle Urban will attend as a delegate representing the Alexandria District.)  We will be 

voting on the delegates to represent us at General Conference that meets once every four years.  We will 

receive reports from the various agencies and boards, vote on resolutions, and participate in Bible studies 

and worship. 

Special events at the conference that directly touch the lives of people from Cokesbury are: 

 The Service for the Ordering of Ministry on Friday evening, June 17, at 7:30.  If elected by the 

Clergy Session, Robin BeMiller will be licensed as a Local Pastor and Robert Weeks, Lydia 

Ferran’s son-in-law, will be ordained. 

 The Service of Remembrance and Holy Communion will be held on Saturday evening, June 18, at 

7:30.  At this service those clergy who have passed away in the past year will be remembered in a 

memorial service.  In particular, the Reverend William (Bill) Moon, Jr., (who died in November 

2010) will be honored.  Rev. Moon is a former pastor who served at Cokesbury from July 1969 to 

June 1975.  His wife, Wise, and family members will be attending the service. 

As always, we will be in ministry to people in need as we attend conference.  We will deliver approx-

imately 100 school kits that have been prepared by the UM Women.  We will provide canned food for the 

regional food bank, and our offering will support the following ministries:  Mozambique – Leadership 

Development/Living Well Society, Brazil – Shade and Fresh Water/John Wesley Medical Boat, Eastern 

Shore – Agape Christian Children’s Community Center, and Roanoke – Shalom Zone: Grace Ministries. 
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Money Matters 
By Mary L. Seltzer, Treasurer 

 

Our church is moving forward in its effort of 

wor-shipping our Great God and its endeavor to make 

a difference in lives, in spite of our 2011 cash flow 

“nosedive.”  

We had numerous worship opportunities during 

Lent and on into the Easter Season.  One of the many 

well-attended worship events was the Maundy 

Thursday drama, “Is it I?” that portrayed Jesus' Last 

Supper presented by Cokesbury’s men’s group. We, 

the audience, were stirred by this drama; however, 

word has it that the dozen of our men portraying Jesus' 

disciples were especially moved by actually having to 

verbally say, "Is it I? Could it be I, who will betray 

Jesus?" 

Our Easter offering was $3,000. Of this, we gave 

one-half to help others less fortunate than ourselves 

(ACTS, Rising Hope and Pastor’s Discretionary).  

Recently we served at the Lord’s Table for the 

homeless at St. Paul UMC.  During the cold winter 

months, over 70 were coming to these dinners, but now 

that the weather is nicer that number has decreased.  

We served meals at the Hilda Barg Homeless Shelter.  

We continue to bring food for the ACTS food shelf 

and we had a pizza fundraiser to help our church and 

Wesley Housing.  During the cold months we had a 

winter coat drive. 

Our next “make a difference” event is Kids’ Fest 

on June 4th.  Elementary school-aged children are 

invited to come to our church and have fun with craft 

tables, face painting, games and other activities plus a 

picnic---all free.  Sometimes over one hundred children 

attend this event; so help is needed. The children will 

then be invited to attend Vacation Bible School a few 

weeks later.  As United Methodists, our mission is to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 

of the world.  We are starting with the kids right here 

in Woodbridge. 

Our flea market season has begun. The flea 

market does not take money out of our individual 

“pockets.” So if you do not have much money, you 

can still donate substantially to the church by giving 

of your time and service to help earn money.  The 

committees that run the concession stand each week 

generally use their earned monies to “make a 

difference” in some way.  It’s been very rainy this 

spring, but on May 11th we had 52 vendors.  An 

operation of this size definitely needs donations of 

time and service. 

The Church Operations and Ministry Fund at the 

end of April had a shortfall of -$11,332.10.  In 

examining our expenditures nothing was overspent. 

The culprit was our income, which was 4% under 

budget. And, our budget seems to be very realistic in 

comparison    to our church’s general operating 

expenses. 

The Church Operations and Ministry Fund is the 

financial “umbrella” over all of our church. If the 

Church Operations and Ministry Fund falters, so goes 

the committees and everything else under it.   

Some of our members and committees have 

begun to think creatively as to how to help our Church 

Operations and Ministry Fund.  For example, recently, 

when the Missions and Outreach Commission learned 

that we did not pay our apportionments in April, they 

decided that they wanted to help by giving $1,044.90 

to the World Service Fund, which is a missions and 

outreach segment of our apportionments.  

Through our apportionments, Cokesbury UMC is 

part of something much bigger than ourselves. The 

World Service Fund provides the basic support for 

most of the worldwide mission and ministry of the 

United Methodist Church. This fund supports the 

work of missionaries around the world and funds 

evangelistic outreach, establishment of new churches, 

anti-hunger projects, social justice advocacy, and 

resources for local church work with children, youth, 

singles, students, disabled persons and adults of all 

ages.  It provides basic support for the programs and 

administration of most of the general agencies of the 

United Methodist Church. 

So, with prayer, giving generously as we are able, 

and with a flourishing flea market, our church should 

recover from the negative cash flow and be able to 

continue with activities of worship, service and love. 

Please join us in prayer and support. 

 

Think Green! 
By Barb Firth 

We are still saving cardboard and continue to help 

save our environment.  Thanks to all who flatten their 

cardboard for us.  It is a real time saver. 

Much thanks to Mark Young and Mary and Roberta 

Deahl for their help in getting it to the landfill. 
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By Joe Greene 

Jack Jewell was the speaker at our May UMM 

meeting and his presentation highlighted his exper-

iences and skills gained while serving in the United 

States Military. It is no wonder the church facilities 

are so well maintained and operate so efficiently. Jack 

has the experience to focus on the problem and, more 

importantly, the knowledge to know what it takes to 

fix, replace or improve the situation.  Jack has always 

said there are two kinds of people in this world - those 
who are willing to get involved and do things and those 
who are willing to let them do it.  Well, thank the 

Lord that Jack is of the former. 

As mentioned before, we have already begun a 

very busy spring/summer of activities and we look 

forward to involvement in many more of Cokesbury's 

programs and projects.  So for all you men of 

Cokesbury seeking to participate in a church ministry 

that not only serves so many of our community but 

provides an enormous amount of fun and fellowship, 

please look at what we do and surely there is one or 

more activities just waiting for your involvement. We 

ask you to contact Emmett Wright and he will gladly 

explain our activities and share with you just how 

rewarding our ministry can be.   

 We prepare and serve breakfast for numerous 

church functions 

 We prepare and serve a very enjoyable 

Thanksgiving dinner 

 Provide a monthly anthem for a Sunday morning 

service 

 Make monthly visits to Envoy of Woodbridge 

 Assist church committees in their projects 

 Conduct an annual fruit sales program 

 Provide scholarships to deserving young adults 

 Assist in Cokesbury's summer flea market 

 Organize &  lead yearly church grounds cleanup 

 Participate in Sunday morning worship service 

when needed 

 Organize church maintenance and repair projects 

Can we imagine this as we just celebrated both 

Mother's Day and Father's Day:   that we honor each 

of them only one day of the year, but pickles are 

honored for a whole week. 

Cokesbury United  

Methodist Women 
By Gayle Urban, unit president 

703-494-2963 

 Greetings from our UMW, and “Thank YOU!” to 

the many folks who have helped with the school 

kits that we’re working on.  We appreciate all the 

sewing of tote bags, and the donations for supplies 

and school items that go into the kits.  These kits 

will be a blessing to the children who receive them, 

as the kits are distributed by UMCOR in areas of 

need.  These school kits will be dedicated on June 

12, and then taken to Annual Conference. 

 Other kits that UMW are working on include: 

children’s books for ages 3-12, which will be sent 

to the Wesley Community Service Center in 

Portsmouth, VA; and b) educational English 

encouragement stickers (that say good job, super, 

well done, good work, or similar messages), and 

these will be sent to Connie Wieck, a United 

Methodist missionary in China, who teaches school 

and gives stickers and items to her students who 

then give them to the children they work with.  If 

you have a package of stickers to donate, these can 

be placed in Box 24, upstairs near the church 

office. 

 Deirdre Dorsey and Pam Herin attended the district 

UMW’s Mini-School of Mission event at 

Annandale UMC, and reported at our May 

meeting. The confer-ence UMW holds a longer 

School of Mission event    at Blackstone, VA in 

July; Mary Wright is planning to attend, and you 

can talk to her if you want to learn more about this 

event. 

 June 19 is Father’s Day, and Cokesbury UMW will 

provide a breakfast in the church fellowship hall at 

9:45 a.m.  If you can volunteer to make a breakfast 

casserole, please contact me at 

bridge.gu@gmail.com.   

 July 9 will be when UMW works at the next Flea 

Market, and we’ll also have a Bake Sale that 

morning.  Consider helping as you can, on July 9! 

“The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by under-

standing he established the heavens; by his knowledge 

the deeps broke open, and the clouds drop down the 

dew.”  Proverbs 3:19-20 

 

mailto:bridge.gu@gmail.com


"Loving others...as Christ first loved us!" 

 

The Colonnade  5 

 

 

 

    

 

  

 

 1 Leanna Elliot 

  Solomon Odai, Sr. 

  Sandra Odai 

 2 Pam Tyrrell 

  Derek Acheampong 

 4 Porshia Vaughan 

 5 Jack Kornieck 

 6 Jessica Johnson 

  Louis Spicer 

  Joseph Daniel Stead 

  Jonathan Daniels 

  Wesley Surdam 

 8 Robert Lamptey 

 10 Bob Gallagher 

  Bill Yount 

  Melanie Westog 

 11 Samantha Quaye 

 12 Amanda Motley 

 13 Jason Sapp 

  Amanda Spurlin 

 16 Lydia Blair 

  Brittany Gallagher 

 18 Winnie Hogan 

 19 Conner Tyrrell 

 20 Lance Urban 

 22 Tinabell Baiden-Amissah 

 23 Kenneth Johnson 

 24 Jessie Commerce 

 26 Stephen Tyrrell 

  Lawrencia Addison 

  Emelia Nartey 

  Grace Nesiama 

 27 Tosh Gross 

  Mildred Harris 

  Sarah Burke 

 29 Ayinde Bickersteth 

  Joshua Pierce 

 

"For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us 

anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he 

planned for us long ago."   (Ephesians 2:10) 

  

 

 

 

   

 4 Bonnie & David Birk 

 7 Frances & Robert Powell 

  Denise & Patrick Elliott 

 8 Felicia Akowuah & William Amponsah 

 9 Anita & William Yount 

 17 Sara & Terry Edmonds 

 21 Julie & Bill Mahan 

 24 Melissa & Rick Clark 

  Deirdre Dorsey & John Kelly 
   

"He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains 

favor from the Lord."   (Proverbs 18:22) 

    

 
(for those over 50) 

 

By Barb Firth 
 

We celebrated opening the picnic season at our 

get-together on May 1st.  There was lots of good 

picnic fare to satisfy your hunger and get you in the 

mood for nice weather and family cookouts.     

Thanks to all those who helped make the patriotic 

tribute so special with your personal experiences.  

Thanks also to Allen Jewell for his beautiful rendition 

of our National Anthem.  

Coming up on June 25th is our annual trip to 

Shenandoah University for the matinee performance 

of "Curtains." Thanks to Mary Jane Fizer for all the 

planning. Be sure to get back to her with your dinner 

choices.  We will have use of the Hispanic church's van. 

The Fun Night on May 21st had a small group, 

but everyone enjoyed the games and, of course, the 

snacks.  We hope to have a bigger turnout next time 

on July 16th. 

The next meeting and potluck will be on June 

5th, following the 11:00 worship service.  
  

J

U

N

E

E 
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LEAVE A LEGACY 
By Joe Greene (for Endowment Committee) 

Plan your giving while you're living; that way you'll 

know where it will go.  Why don't you consider put-
ting Cokesbury United Methodist Church in your will?  

It's a wonderful way to ensure that your ministry 
efforts of today continue on with future generations. 

 Top 7 Excuses for Not Having a Will 

1.  "I'll get to it next month."  Are you a procrastinator? 

2.  "My estate is too small." No amount given to the 

church is too small. 

3.  "My Family will carry out my wishes." Your family 

may not know your charitable intentions or love your 

church as much as you do.  And, the state has its own 

idea of how your estate should be taken care of.          

 4.  "I have no dependents." You still should give 

thought to how you want your estate distributed. 

5.  "It will cost too much."  Making a will does not 

have to be expensive; call around for estimated costs. 

6.  "I've got plenty of time to do that."  Are you 

denying mortality? Avoiding making an estate plan 

will not prolong your life one single day. 

7.  "I'm overwhelmed. Where do I start?"  For starters, 

perhaps speak to a member of the Cokesbury Endow-

ment Committee. Your lawyer or other trusted advisor 

can help. You'll rest easy knowing that you've taken 

care of a very important decision. You will have made 

a difference and left a legacy. 

Please let the Endowment Committee know that you 

have named Cokesbury in your will. And, besides 

wills, please know that any amount given at any time 

to the Church Endowment Fund will make a differ-

ence in the future 

 

Parking Lot Restoration 
 

Funds are still being collected to restore the parking lot. 

The poster in the narthex shows that funding is slow so 
we may not reach our hopeful December completion date. 
 

On June 11 and September 10, volunteers will staff the 

flea market with proceeds going to the parking lot 

restoration.  It will be done by individual volunteers as no 

committee is responsible. Help is needed for the 

concession stand and other tasks for each date.  Please 

contact Helen Azzano at 703-492-8112 if you can 

help. 

 

 Welcome! 
We welcomed the following new 

members into our church family on 

May 22
nd

.  Please make them feel welcome. 

Geraldine Berry, 7580 Orchid Court, Manassas    

23237-1046, 571-235-1309. Geraldine transferred her 

membership from Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church in 

Richmond where she attended prior to marrying 

Alexander Berry, the son of Marian Benson, and moving 

to the Woodbridge area.  

Winston Gilmore, Sr.,  11035 Wooldridge Drive, 

Manassas, 20111-2901, 703-392-3998. Winston, the 

father of Linda Ennis, transferred  his membership from 

Pine Forest UMC in Pensacola, Florida. 

Karen Pierce,  3351 Yost Lane, #101, Dumfries 22026-

3223, 571-572-0197.  Karen transferred her membership 

from First United Methodist Church of London, Ohio, 

where she attended as a child.  Karen is married to 

David, and they live with their two sons, Joshua and 

Nick. 

Nicholas (Nick) Pierce, 3351 Yost Lane, #101, 

Dumfries 22026-3223, 703-221-6175.  Nick, fourteen 

years old, joined on profession of faith and was baptized. 

 

The One Who Thinks He Can 
 

(Submitted by Emmett Wright) 
 

If you think you are beaten, you are. 

If you think you dare not, you don’t. 

If you’d like to win, but think you can’t, 

It’s almost certain you won’t. 

If you think you’ll lose, you’ve lost, 

For out in the world we find 

Success is a state of a fellow’s will, 

It’s all in the state of mind. 
 

If you think you are outclassed, you are, 

You’ve got to think high to rise, 

You’ve got to be sure of yourself 

Before you can ever win a prize. 

Life’s battles don’t always go  

To the stronger or faster man, 

But sooner or later, the one who wins 

Is the one who thinks he can. 
 

Ecclesiastes  9:11 

The race is not to the swift nor the battle to the strong, 

nor does food come to the wise or wealth to the brilliant 

or favor to the learned, but time and chance happen to 

them all.
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Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at both services. 
The 11 a.m. worship service features a children’s worship 

for elementary school aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM  
(for children, youth, and adults) 

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship 
service that day begins at 10:30 AM, and there is no 

Sunday School. 

For more information, see our web site: 

www.CokesburyUMC.us 

 

            

The Colonnade Staff 

                       Editor: Bunny Mahar 

Postal Coordinator: Joe Greene 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 20th  

of each month for the next month’s edition. 

Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to: office@cokesburyumc.us 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 

 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Cokesbury United Methodist Church

 Kids’ Fest:  June 4 JUNE 2011 VBS:  June 27-July 1   
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:30 Book Club
7-9:30 IPDC  

2
7-9:30 IPDC  

3
7-9:30 IPDC  

4
10-12:00 Kids’ Fest
12:00 Community Picnic
10:00  Recovery, Inc.
2:00 UMM to Envoy
 3-8:00 IPDC  
    (Sanctuary/FH )

5
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
12:15 HH Mtg/Potluck
1:30-5:00 IPDC 

6
7-9:30 IPDC  

7
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Family Care
    Meeting

8
10:00 Prayer Shawl
     Comforters
6:30 Children’s  Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir
7:00-9:30 IPDC

9
7:00-9:30 IPDC  

10
7-9:30 IPDC  

11
 6-2:00 Flea Market  
 (Parking Lot)
10:00  Recovery, Inc.

12
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
1:30-5:00 IPDC  

Pentecost

13
1:00 Ruth Circle
7-9:30 IPDC  
7:30 UMM/UMW

14
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Finance Mtg

Flag Day

15
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:30  Chancel Choir 
7-9:30 IPDC  

16
7-9:30 IPDC   

17
7-9:30 IPDC  

18
6-2 Flea Market  
     (Missions & Outreach)
10:00 Recovery, Inc.

19
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Father’s Day
  Breakfast by UMW
1:30-5:00 IPDC  

20
7-9:30 IPDC   

Colonnade
Deadline

21
7:00 Admin Council 
      Meeting

22        
10:00 Prayer Shawl
    Comforters
6:30 Children’s Choir 
7:30 Chancel Choir
7-9:30 IPDC   

23
7:00-9:30 IPDC  

24
7-9:30 IPDC  

25
6-2:00 Flea Market

(UM Men)
10:00 Recovery, Inc.
12:00  Helping Hands –

Shenandoah Trip
3-5:00  IPDC (Sanctuary)

26
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Sunday School
1:30-5:00 IPDC  
12:15  Welcome Back 
Reception 

27
7-9:30 IPDC   

28 29
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:30 Chancel Choir
7-9:30 IPDC   

30
7:00-9:30 IPDC  

Annual Conference, Roanoke, VA

ConConf.Confere

Vacation Bible School  (9:30–11:30 AM)

Adult Bible Study  (7:00–8:30 PM)


