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For 52 years, Cokesbury has provided worship and 

outreach ministry to the citizens of Woodbridge and, 

with the Methodist connection, to the whole world.  It 

is exciting to be part of this ministry that reaches 

across the world. 
 

On August 30, 1959, in a small farm house on 

Featherstone Road that had been used to   house 
chickens, the congregation of Cokesbury Methodist 
Church met for its first service.  As you can imagine, a 

lot of work was required on the old building. By 

Charter Sunday, December 6, 1959, service was held 

with 70 founding members.  The church was named 

Cokesbury for two pioneer bishops in American 

Methodism:  Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury. 
 

As the numbers grew and the building became more 

congested, the congregation began meeting at 

Featherstone Elementary School in January 1962 

where rental fee for use of the school was $31 per 

Sunday. By 1962, Cokesbury had purchased a 

parsonage on Forest Lane as a home for its pastor for 

$17,000, a steep price to pay when the average income 

of church members at that time was $6,000.   
 

The current church building had its ground-breaking 

ceremony on June 16, 1963. Church services began in 

the newly constructed church less than a year later. 

Cokesbury Methodist Church became Cokesbury United 

Methodist Church when the Evangelical United 

Brethren Church and the Methodist Church united in 

April 1968.  

Cokesbury entered the “electronic age” in 1981 with 

both a copier and a telephone answering machine. On 

the church's 23
rd

 anniversary in 1982, with the mortgage 

paid in full, the church building was dedicated with a 

note-burning service.   
 

Since the church’s inception, 12 pastors have served 

here and several others were called to begin their 

candidacy for ordained ministry from Cokesbury, the 

most recent being Robin BeMiller at Annual 

Conference in June of this year.  
 

The years have seen many changes in our area since the 

church began, but the church continues to serve the 

community. Cokesbury hosts community events for all 

ages during the year, holds a flea market from April to 

November, and serves as a meeting place for a number 

of local organizations. In addition, members 

participate in providing food and service to the 

homeless shelter and the Lord's Table, have sent a 

mission team to poverty areas elsewhere in the U.S., 

and contribute time and resources to local charity 

causes.  Many important ministry and outreach 

programs are led by the UM Men and UM women, as 

well as Helping Hands,  the Missions and Outreach 

Commission, Family Care,  and many other groups 

within the church. 
 

Cokesbury’s 52nd Founders’ Day celebration will be 

on August 28 at a single service at 10:30 a.m.  A 

special message will be delivered by Ruth Ann and 

Denny Wissinger, former members who contributed 

greatly to Cokesbury as we know it. "One Voice," an 

inspirational music group, will provide music during the 

service and a short program afterward as the 

committee readies the food table in the fellowship 

hall. You are asked to please remain in your pews 

until the musical program is concluded.    
  

Old friends and former members are invited to share 

the celebration. In order to ensure that there is enough 

food to serve a crowd, we ask that you bring a main 

dish and either a side dish, salad or dessert. We are 

looking forward to sharing this important date in 

Cokesbury's colorful history. 
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                                  Seasons 

“Let us fear the Lord our God, who gives the rain in its season,  

the autumn rain and the spring rain,  

and keeps for us the weeks appointed for the harvest.” Jeremiah 5:24 

 

The voice of Jeremiah the prophet was one that constantly warned the people of God to turn from 

their sinful ways, chasing after the powers and idols of this world, and instead turn to their God, the 

Lord.  He called upon them to place their hope and trust in God and that God would be their salvation. 

In the verse shown above, Jeremiah speaks of honoring God with the respect that is due to the One 

who brings order to the seasons with the refreshing rains of the autumn that revive the dying and the 

new rains in the spring that cause new life to spring forth.  Jeremiah implies that our very lives are 

ordered to fit within the seasons that God has appointed, and that in the fullness of time as God 

determines, our lives will bear the fruit of the harvest. 

Whether speaking of the solar seasons (summer, autumn, winter, and spring) or the liturgical 

seasons of the church (Advent, Lent, Easter, Pentecost), there is something reassuring in the patterns and 

rhythms of life.  In fact, people of faith from the very beginning have seen the hand of God creating and 

guiding the things that give and nurture life.   

In the same way, the church, with its worship and ministries and missions, has trusted that God is 

guiding and empowering its activities. 

At Cokesbury, as in all churches, we follow the seasons, both solar and liturgical.  As the calendar 

moves through the summer and into autumn and as young families gear up for back-to-school, the 

church starts to do again what has been done before.  We will celebrate Founders’ Day, people will be 

nominated to leadership positions for 2012, next year’s budget will be formulated, the next Disciple 

Bible Study will start, the flea market season will come to an end, and so on, and so on. 

In some respects, the traditions of a church can be so ingrained and unchanging that one might 

think that God himself has ordained that it would happen exactly in that way.  Yet, in all honesty, 

traditions are good.  Having a pattern and rhythm to the things we do can be reassuring and life giving.  

Traditions allow us to honor the people and events that have come before.  It helps us to understand that 

we are part of something bigger and greater than ourselves and our own desires. 

At the same time, however, the things of God are life-giving.  So our traditions should not prevent 

us from seeing the possibility of the new.  We, as the church, perhaps more than anywhere else, should 

be looking for the new way that God is working within our lives and within our church.  We should be 

risk-takers who are willing to embrace the new. 

I pray that our church will always be able to balance the new with the old, the fresh and exciting 

with the comfortable and the stable. 

In the fullness of God’s grace, Pastor Russ 

Live as one who has received God’s grace, love as one who shares God’s grace. 
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Money Matters    

By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer 

 

Cokesbury UMC continues to make a difference 

here and abroad. A few of the local things 

presently happening are:  

 Helping Hands is working on gathering 

clothing for kids of incarcerated parents to 

attend summer camp at Camp Highroad in 

Fairfax County; 

 UM Women are gathering kids books for 

needy children in southern Virginia;  

 Missions and Outreach Commission had a 

pizza party for the homeless at St Paul 

UMC’s Lord’s Table; 

 Friends of the Parking Lot had a rummage 
sale to help fund the repair of our parking lot;  

 A Blessed Teddy Bear or a knitted comforter 
is available for those enduring a tough time; 

 UM Men provides light refreshments, sings, 

prays and reads scripture with the residents 

of Envoy Nursing Center on a regular basis. 

Our worship attendance and finance figures are 

down; however, the quality and quantity of our 

worship and ministries seem to be high. We are 

trying to live our motto, as printed each week in 

our church bulletin, “Loving others…as Christ 

first loved us!”  
 

During this time each year, offerings are 

traditionally low.  However, the economic 

slump seems to have hit Cokesbury UMC 

especially hard this year, as offerings are about 

$6,200 less this year than last year at this time. 

Our Income to Expenditures is in the “red” 

about this amount, too.  “Not good!” 
 

Summer is here!  I know, because one can hear 

a low humming that sounds like $$$$$$$$$$$$?  

It’s those seven machines that make the air in 

our church pleasantly comfortable during our 

rich and rewarding worship services, church 

office endeavors and ministry functions.  To 

produce good quality conditioned air, those 

machines needed some repairs recently and 

during the months of June, July, August and 

September, they cause our electric bill to go 

over $1,000 each month.  However, these 

needed expenses are just one small part of our 

Church Operations and Ministry budget. 
 

Dave Woodman, Flea Market Chairman, and his 

small team have been working extremely hard  
to remedy our church’s shortfall and to financially 

assist many of our ministries as well as to be a 

huge outreach to the community. To illustrate 

the mammoth-ness and useful-ness of the flea 

market, let’s analyze the June 26
th

 and the July 

17
th

 flea market statistics. 
 

The UM Men are continually performing ministry 
outreaches and therefore need funds. So they 

volunteered to run the concession stand on both 
of these Saturdays. There were 76 and 62 vendors 
on these days respectively; our parking lot was 

packed! For each of these vendors to turn a profit, 

lots and lots of customers were needed! And a 

lot of helping these many customers get in, 

parked, and get out quickly was needed! And a 
lot of organization to keep things running smoothly 
was needed! On each of these Saturdays, about 

$480 was grossed selling concessions.  That was 

lot of hot dogs and snacks to produce and sell! 

However, the results were that for those two 
Saturdays alone, Church Operations and Ministry 
netted $1,982.57 and the UM Men netted $887.72 
for their myriad ministries and outreaches. 
 

The really nice thing about the flea market is 

that besides being a ministry in itself, it provides 

funds for many, many other ministries, all with-

out taking money from our members or the 

church; however, it does require the time and 

energy of more than a few. 
 

It is beginning to appear as if our church may be 

able to crawl out of this financial slump, with 

the flea market’s help and if we increase our 

offerings a little bit.  Please pray that this may 

be possible and that Dave Woodman and his 

flea market team receive more physical help to 

complete the flea market year.    
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United Methodist Women 
By Gayle Urban, unit president 

703-494-2963 

This summer UMW is productive in a variety of 

ways, and continues seeking ways to put faith, 

hope, and love in action through the outreach of 

UMW.  The unit is active in financial giving,  

event participation,  mission-focused programs, 

awareness of issues through the Reading Program, 

service projects and kits, prayer support for 

mission workers, racial justice and social action 

awareness, and other goals which fulfill the 

purpose of the UMW “Mission Today” u 

Children’s books which so many of you donated, 

will be enjoyed by boys and girls at the Wesley 

Community Center in Portsmouth, VA.  The 

Center is a place of support and hope in children’s 

daily lives, and the books were requested as the 

Center is renovating a room that will be the 

library.  Thanks to all who donated books!  We 

delivered them to the Center’s director, through 

Mary and Emmett Wright, as they attended the 

School of Christian Mission recently. 

Nineteen jars of peanut butter and 22 jars of jelly 

will make lots of sandwiches! Your donations     

of PB & J were delivered to Rising Hope United 

Methodist Mission Church, and this food will  

be a blessing for their food pantry ministry.  

They were very appreciative. 
 

One parking spot was paid for, through the 

donations of $150 from UMW and $150 from 

UMM, towards the church parking lot project this 

summer. 

Reminder:  Educational school stickers; cancelled 

or new postage stamps are being collected by 

UMW; place in Box 24 by church office. 

 Readers: UMW readers, you should give your 

list of UMW books read to Cynthia Rohlfs by 

August 31. 

September 10:  Spiritual Life Event, by District 

UMW, at Dumfries UMC. 
 

 

 

 

 

By Joe Greene 

 

 

The UM Men and UM Women joined together for 
our annual ice cream social and what an outstanding 
event it was.  A larger than usual crowd attended 

because we knew a delicious, cold dish of ice 

cream with many of our favorite toppings would 

allow us to temporarily forget about the current 

trend of hot weather, or maybe we just wanted to 

spend some time with our wonderful friends for an 

hour or so of fellowship. 

Sometimes a Bible verse better sums up an event 

like this more so than any human could ever attempt:  

"And you shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and 

with all your strength,"  the first commandment. 

And the second is this:  "You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.  There is no other com-

mandment greater than these."  (Mark 12:30-31) 

For those who don't fully participate in UMW/ 

UMM activities, we urge you to contact either 

Gayle Urban or Emmett Wright and learn how 

you can take part in ministries that not only spread 

the Word of God with very meaningful activities 

and loads of fun-filled events, but our ministries 

also give us ample opportunity to socialize and get 

to know one another on a more personal basis. 

With summer in full swing and many families on 

vacation, this often dictates a lesser schedule of 

activities, but the UMM manages to keep a pretty 

good schedule of important and meaningful events: 

 *  Hosted a visit to a Potomac Nationals baseball 

game to enjoy a night out but, more importantly, 
Allen Jewell was to sing our National Anthem prior 
to the game. Sadly the game was postponed so we 

will select another night for the occasion. 

*  Managed the concession stand for the flea market. 

*  Co-hosted the ice cream social. 

*  Continued with visits to the Envoy of Woodbridge 
Rehabilitation Center. 

*  Sang the anthem for a Sunday morning worship 

service. 
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Helping Hands 

By Barb Firth 

 

First things first! Our first event in August is 

manning the flea market on August 6th. Help is 

needed for concessions and also parking.  Please 

get in touch with Barb or Bunnie to sign on to 

help. We are counting on you! 

Suffering through these hot, hot days? Think cool, 

good and delicious Helping Hands ice cream 

social on August 20 at 7:00 p.m. Bring your 

favorite topping and enjoy. 

Our collection of clothes and socks was a huge 

success for All God's Children summer camp.  

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Fun Night was well attended and a good time was 

had by all. Join us again on September 17th at      

7 p.m. 

Anyone interested in taking a boat ride from 

Occoquan to Tim's Rivershore, please call Mary 

Jane Fizer and let her know, 703-494-6552.  

September date to be announced soon. 

Mark your calendar for our annual Graves Mt. trip 

on September 25. 

September 3rd will be our regular potluck 

meeting, "Childhood Memories & School Days."  

Please bring a photograph of yourself from those 

good old days. 

Thank You 
Dear Cokesbury friends, 

"With special thanks for making our day a little bit 

brighter in every way!" 

We want to thank you for all the beautiful cards 

you sent for our 60th anniversary.  We were so 

surprised that our daughter-in-law did that. We got 

so many.   

We are adjusting well in our new home. Everyone 

is so nice and from all over the country, so we 

have learned a lot of new things. There is a lot to 

do here, if you want to do it. We went on trips to 

Winchester twice. 

We have been attending a church in town.  It is 

friendly like Cokesbury but we do miss all our 

Cokesbury friends.  Thank you again. 

   Anita and Bill 

   God is good - all the time. 

 

Missions & Outreach 

By Linda Alvey 

 

The Missions and Outreach committee once again 

fed the Lord’s Table on July 7th. Pizza was served 

along with salad, fresh fruit and cookies. Please 

mark your calendars as the next Lord’s Table 

should be September 1st, although the official 

schedule from St. Paul’s has not been received.   

Please continue to cut those box tops and remove 

those Campbell’s Soup labels and leave in the box 

in the narthex.  We did receive a thank you note 

from Henry Fork Service Center in Rocky Mount, 

Virginia, thanking us for the Campbell’s labels.  

They are 84%  to their goal of 1,600,000 labels to 

receive a new 7 passenger van.  They would love 

to reach their goal by the end of 2011. In addition, 

there are three new products that  participate with 

the Campbell’s Soup Labels Campaign. They are 

Bic office supplies, Pop Secret Popcorn, and Post 

cereals. Some of these do not have the labels for 

education, but they are good so just send the UPC.   

We were fortunate to have the flea market 

concessions on June 18th.  Several of our previous 

flea markets were rained out. Our next flea market 

concessions are August 27th and October 1st. I 

hope you will mark your calendars to come out 

and help for a few hours. The funds we make at 

the concession stand are used to help our com-

munity projects.  We need your help. 

The next meeting for the Missions and Outreach 

will be August 21st at 12:15 in one of the upper 

education classrooms.  Please mark your calendar 

to join us. 
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 1 Steve Herin 

  George Johnson 

  Kevin Kornieck 

 2 Deborah Stead 

 3 Juanita Brown 

  Peggy Embrey 

 6 Jonathan Harris 

 7 Winnie Chiweshe 

 8 Jimmy Harris 

 9 Cheryl Yoho 

 10 Louise Gallucci 

 11 Prince Amponsah 

  Dave Woodman 

 20 Hazel Alvarado 

  Mabel Obeng 

 21 Krista Kmety 

 22 Kelly Rodriguez 

 23 Esther Addy 

  Preston Elliott 

  John Derickson 

 24 Emmett Wright 

      Darlene Seyler  

         25     Anna Callender 

  Robert Gallucci 

 27 William Burkett 

         Barbara Woods 

 28 Rose Palmer 

  Audrey Agyin 

 29 Melanie Blair 

      Erin Deyerle 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does 

not change like shifting shadows.”  - James 1:17  

 

By Barb Firth 

In the summer months, every 

degree you raise your thermostat reduces your cooling 

costs between 7% and 10%.  Ceiling fans can also 

help.  Stay cool!   

Cardboard collection is ongoing in spite of the 

weather.  Please put behind the fruit shed. 

 

  

  

  

  
 1 Norma & Joe Burnette 

 3 Mary Jane & Harry Fizer 

 4 Leanne & Michael Gribik 

 6 Becky & Jeff Ash 

 7 Angela & John Obeng 

 9 Rita & George Johnson 

  Alyssa & Chris Drye 

 15 Barbara & Ed Horne 

  Shirley & John Watjen 

 27 Nema & Christopher Bickersteth 

 25  Connie & Patrick Dutton 

 27 Debra & William Clark 

  Peggy & Kyle Keen 

 29 Peggy & Don Dorton 

 

Thanks! 

Dear Cokesbury family, 

Thank you for all your thoughts, prayers, cards, visits, 

rides, and concerns during my recent illness.  Thank 

you also for the assistance and moral support that you 

gave to Bunny while she was alone, for making some 

small repairs, and coming to her aid after the 

windstorm. The Lord has certainly blessed us with 

your friendship and love.  

Bob Mahar 

Aluminum Can Ministry    

Don Dorton, 703-494-7616  

DonDorton@hotmail.com   

Thanks to the wonderful participation of our "going 

green" Cokesbury members and friends, the volume of 

aluminum cans being deposited in the collection bin 

continues to grow each week. Just since June, eight large 

bags of aluminum cans have been collected, crushed and 

bagged. The new method being used to crush cans works 

best if cans are not squeezed in the middle as previously 

requested. If you have a can crusher and wish to crush 

your cans, please make sure to crush them as flat as 

possible. 

A special note of appreciation to Reginald "Reggie" 

Puifory, Mike Haman, Kyle Keen and Tom Taylor who 

have been helping crush and bag cans while I am away. 

They have been a great help and their support for this 

program has been outstanding. 

If  you would like to help with the aluminum can 

ministry, please call me or email me to schedule a 

crushing session. Your help will be much appreciated. 
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Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at both services. 
The 11 a.m. worship service features a children’s worship 

for elem.  school aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM  
(for children, youth, and adults) 

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship 
service that day begins at 10:30 AM and there is no 

Sunday School. 

For more information: 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us 

 

 

            

The Colonnade Staff 
                       Editor: Bunny Mahar 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 20th  

of each month for the next month’s edition. 

Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to: office@cokesburyumc.us 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cokesburyumc.us/


Founders’ Day August 28                             August 2011 
Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

1 
 

 

 2 
 7:00 Family Care 

 

 3 
 7:00 Chancel Choir 
 7:30 Book Club 

4 
7-9:30 IPDC 

 

5 
7:00-9:30 IPDC 
 

6 
6:00-2:00 Flea Market   
    (Helping Hands) 
10:00  Recovery Inc 
 2:00  UMM to Envoy 
 

7 
8:30/11:00 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School 
1:30-5:00 IPDC 
 

8 
6:30 Prayer Group 
7:30 – UMM 

 

9 
7:00 Finance Mtg 
 

 

10 
10:00 Prayer Shawls 
7:00 Chancel Choir 

 

11 
7:00-9:30 IPDC 
 
 

12 
7:00-9:3 IPDC 

13 
6:00-2:00 Flea Market 
    (UM Men) 
10-12  Recovery Inc. 
 

 

14 
8:30/11:00 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School 
9:45 Endowment Mtg 
1:30-5:00 IPDC 

15 
 
 

16 
7:00 Admin 
Council 
 
 

 

17 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
 
 
 

 

18 
7:00-9:30 IPDC 

19 
7:00-9:30 IPDC 

20 
6:00-2:00 Flea Market 
      (Evangelism) 
10-12 Recovery Inc. 
3:00-6:P00 IPDC 
7:00 HH Ice Cream Social 
 

Colonnade Deadline 
 
 

21 
8:30/11:00 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School 
12:15 Missions & 
     Outreach Mtg 
1:30-5:00 IPDC 
 
 

22 
 

23 
 
 

 

24 
10:00 Prayer Shawls 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
 

 

25 
7:00-9:30 IPDC 

 
 

26 
7:00-9:30 IPDC 
 

27 
6:00-2:00 Flea Market 
(Missions & Outreach) 
10-12 Recovery Inc. 

 

28 
10:30 Worship 
11:45 Potluck Lunch 
1:30-5:00 IPDC 
 

  Founders’ Day 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
7:00 Chancel Choir 

  

 


