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                 „tis the Season! 
 

Christmas came early to our neighborhood this year.  Bright lights and bright colors began showing up in 

October, but Cokesbury didn't begin festivities until November 30th when the worship and family care 

committees led the "greening of the church."  Members came together to put up Christmas trees and to decorate 

the sanctuary, narthex, and fellowship hall.  It began to look a lot like Christmas! 

Pastor Russ began a four-week Advent study entitled ―The Scriptures Sing of Christmas,‖ studying the songs of 

praise found in the Scriptures of Christmas and looking at the sense of wonder associated with Christ’s coming 

into the world.  Classes are on Sundays at 9:45 a.m., Tuesdays at 10 a.m., and Thursdays at 7 p.m.    

Operation Christmas Child, sponsored by Helping Hands, completed its collection of shoebox gifts for children 

worldwide.  Many thanks to all who participated and provided gifts to children so needful of joy and love.      

The UM Men are selling fruit again for the 35th year.  Be sure to get your order in early so you will receive your 

fruit in time for Christmas gift-giving. 

Helping Hands always hastens the Christmas spirit with their Christmas party on the first Sunday of December. 

There will be a catered ham dinner, so members come and enjoy the fellowship, good food, games, and prizes.   

It begins immediately following the 11:00 worship service on December 4th.                  

If you haven’t yet baked your Christmas cookies, you can fill your cookie jars with wonderful goodies made      

by Cokesbury members.  The annual cookie sale sponsored by worship and family care committees is on 

December 10 from 9 a.m. to noon. You can also help by baking up some cookies to donate to this worthwhile 

event and enjoy the wonderful smell of Christmas baking! 

The Cokesbury Youth Group will celebrate at a progressive dinner on the 11th with youth from St. Paul UMC.  

Sounds like a great way to celebrate – with good food! 

The UM Men and UM Women always give us a chance to dress up, eat a great meal, and share a lot of laughs.  

This year will be no different. You are invited to join other members of the church for this annual Christmas 

party on December 12.  Food will be catered by Carrabbas Italian grill. There will also be a fun-filled ornament 

exchange. 

What would Christmas be without a children’s Christmas pageant? This is always a very special time for 

children. The Christmas program and party are scheduled for Saturday, December 17, at 4 p.m. and Santa usually 

makes an entrance to the children's thrill and surprise. 

The candlelight communion service on Christmas Eve is the ultimate observance of Christmas. The amazing 

message of Christmas, as delivered by Pastor Russ, and the beautiful sight of the sanctuary are truly awesome. 

Services will be held both at 7:00 and 11:00 p.m.   

On Christmas morning there will be only one service (there will not be an 8:30 service) so that you may share 

the early morning joy with your family, particularly small children.  Join us at 11 a.m. for a magnificent 

Christmas Cantata, ―A Christmas Musical Experience,‖ sung by our chancel choir and directed by Melissa Clark.  

It will lift you up for the remainder of your Christmas day and beyond.   

More details on all these events appear elsewhere in this newsletter. 



 

 

                

          Advent: A Renewal of Expectation 

 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  The spirit 

of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 

might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  His delight shall be in the fear of the 

LORD.  He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with 

righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike 

the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  The wolf 

shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling 

together, and a little child shall lead them.  The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie 

down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  The nursing child shall play over the hole of 

the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.  They will not hurt or destroy on 

all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the 

sea.  On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of 

him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.     
Isaiah 11:1-10 

 

The Christian Church has its own calendar.  Well, not so much a calendar as a rhythm of faith that 

flows along a predictable path.  Unlike our secular calendar with its new year starting in January, the new 

year according to the church calendar starts four Sundays before Christmas.  The first season of this 

calendar is called Advent.  This year Advent started on Sunday, November 27
th

. 

 The above scripture passage from the prophet Isaiah speaks of a time when peace will fill the earth 

in a way that we have never before experienced.  A peace that not only brings an end to warring nations, but 

is so pervasive that all of nature itself is in harmony with one another and with God.  The prophet talks of  a 

shoot that will come from the root of Jesse, referring to Jesus’ lineage and his family tree that goes back to 

King David.  Therefore, Jesus coming into the world signifies the establishment of a ―new‖ kingdom of 

God. 

 Clearly, the nations and the people of today are not yet experiencing the all-encompassing peace that 

the prophet describes.  Nations are at war.  Countries experience a variety of natural disasters from droughts 

to tsunamis and earthquakes.  People fret over the loss of employment and fear they may lose their homes; 

while others struggle with health concerns, addictions, or grief.  Yet, the promise of scripture is that an all-

inclusive peace will come in the fullness of time:  on that special day when Christ comes once more into our 

world, not as a newborn babe, but as the victorious Prince of Peace. 

Advent is more than waiting for Christmas.  It is more than celebrating the birth of Christ. It is 

waiting for the fulfillment of God’s promise that Christ will come again into this world bringing the fullness 

of God’s peace, joy, love, and hope for all humankind.   

As we await the advent of Christ’s presence in this world, we need to prepare our hearts for God.  

We do this by joining together in worship, by participating in Bible studies like the Advent study being 

offered, by sharing in family advent devotions, and by selflessly serving others through acts of kindness.  

These and other spiritual disciplines turn our focus from the materialism of the world to the majesty of the 

Word. 

Grace and peace, Pastor Russ 



 

 

Mission Moments 

"Envoy Medical Center" 

Presented by Jack Jewell 

About three years ago, the UM Men began a ministry 

to provide joy and spiritual relief to residents of the 

Envoy Rehab Center, meeting the first Saturday of 

each month at 3:00. Residents who want to attend 

arrive on foot or in wheel chairs to hear us sing, share 

a short Bible reading, and enjoy a light lunch. All of 

you are invited to join us for this meaningful event.  

In addition, we ask you to pray for the residents and 

attendants who care for and serve them.  Some have 

no families and some family members seldom visit. 

I have a number of anecdotes of interest but I will 

share this one with you. Mrs. Johnson, one of our 

dear residents, was handed a hymnal. Another resi-

dent said, "she doesn't need that; she is blind and 

can't see a thing," to which Mrs. Johnson replied, 

"Maybe I can't see, but I love to hold this book and   

I can feel the words coming right out between the 

covers." 

"Holiday Food Baskets" 

Presented by Deirdre Dorsey 

The Missions and Outreach Committee received a 

request from ACTS to gather food items each week 

to make holiday food baskets. 

A team effort by the committee members worked to 

get the message out to the congregation through The 

Colonnade write-up, bulletin board display, 

decorated food collection box, and sample holiday 

food basket. 

Over the past seven weeks, 26 bags of donated food 

items have been collected and will be delivered to 

ACTS.  Through your wonderful generosity, many 

families in our community will receive a food basket 

for a delicious Thanksgiving meal.  Thank you for 

sharing the gift of hospitality with those in need. 

"Shelter Meals" 

Presented by Marian Benson 

Twice a year we provide meals at the Hilda Barg 

Homeless Prevention Center for a total of seven 

days.  It is a family shelter where men, women, and 

children receive a hot, nutritious meal for supper, a 

sack lunch for the next day, as well as juices and 

milk for breakfast. 

To achieve this, we need a variety of help from those 

willing to purchase and supply items, those who will 

cook and prepare food, and people willing to set up and 

serve the food at the center.  Because you volunteer to 

make, serve, and prepare bag lunches, as many as 30 

people did not go hungry that day.  

As Christians, it is our responsibility to care for all 

because we have been purchased with a price - Christ's 

Blood!! 

"Music Ministry" 

Presented by Melissa Clark 

I have been asked many times, 'What is your favorite 

kind of music?"  That is not an easy question to answer.  

I enjoy all types of music, even rap music that I danced 

to at my wedding, country music and some hard rock I 

remember from high school days. I even enjoy some 

classical music. The song Bolero by Ravel reminds me 

of watching Torvill and Dean skate in the Olympics and 

how my mother loved Olympics skating and how she 

taught me to skate. 

What I love most about music is that every song brings 

back an old memory or creates a new one. I grew up in   

a Methodist church and learned all the traditional old 

hymns. As much as I love to hear and sing new music,    

I love the old songs. I smile when seeing them listed in 

the bulletin because I am going to particularly enjoy 

singing that day. When we sing together in church, we 

are all grounded in a community of faith. We are all doing 

something together that establishes a common foundation 

in our worship of Christ and imprints a memory that 

lives with us forever. 

Music as part of worship does not end for me on Sunday.  

I listen to Christian music in my car and it is a way to 

focus my mind and my heart.  It is difficult to yell and 

cuss at other drivers when someone is singing about how 

God loves all his children. Clearly I sing a lot of Christian 

music on Wednesdays too, and I promise this is not a 

recruiting speech for the choir, though all are welcome.  

Singing in the choir has become such an important part of 

my life, I look forward to Wednesday and Sunday all 

week and not just because I enjoy singing, but because I 
love the fellowship of the choir. I love to spend time with 
these wonderful people and love seeing what we accom-

plish and talking and laughing with them each week.  You 

are a very fortunate congregation to have such amazing 

dedicated people who enjoy what they are doing so much. 

So, is Christian music my favorite?  Sometimes, 

probably most of the time. But it is certainly the most 

important music in my life and I hope you find as much 

enjoyment in it as I do. 



 

 

 

 

By Joe Greene 

 

President - John Jewell (703-606-6804) 

Membership Chairman - Emmett Wright 

(703-730-0448) 

December is a wonderful month for the United 

Methodist Men as we look forward to being 

involved with many of Cokesbury's Christmas 

festivities. Our activities are numerous so we ask 

that all men of Cokesbury to please come, join us, 

and become a part of a ministry that not only 

serves the needs of our church, our congregation 

and our community but encourages and develops 

lifelong relationships. More importantly, our 

ministry provides each of us with an opportunity 

to develop an even closer, life-long relationship 

with our Lord and Savior - Jesus Christ. 

    So with this thought in mind, please review our 

activities and find at least one program that will 

inspire you to come and join the UMM ministry: 

  *  Annual citrus fruit program in full swing 

*  Numerous men will assist with the hanging of 

the greens 

*  Several men will install the newly purchased 

dishwasher 

*  Conducting our annual coat drive campaign 

*  Continuing monthly visits to Envoy of 

Woodbridge 

*  UMW/UMM Christmas party scheduled for 

December 12th catered by Carrabbas 

*  Serving refreshments between Christmas Eve 

services 

*  Planning a UMM Prayer Breakfast on January 

14th, 2012 to be held at Old Country Buffet.                

Joe BeMiller will be our guest speaker. 

*  Continue with the removal of shrubs and 

underbrush behind the garage area to accommo-

date additional flea market customer parking. 

    As we approach this Christmas season, let us 

take a few moments and reflect - what was the 

most meaningful Christmas gift ever given or 

received?  Well, the answer is quite simple and 

can be found in Luke, Chapter 2, Verse 11 - "For 

unto you is born this day in the City of David, a 

Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."               

 

Christmas Party Time! 
 

 
 

When:  Monday, December 12 

Time:  6:30 p.m. 

Where:  Cokesbury UMC fellowship hall 

What:  Dinner (from Carrabba’s Italian Restaurant), 
followed by Christmas hymn singing, and an 

ornament exchange for those who would like to 

participate. 

Who:  The event is sponsored by Cokesbury 

United Methodist Men and Women, and is for 

all who would like to attend. 

Cost:  $10, for the Italian dinner buffet. If you’d 

like to participate in the ornament exchange, bring 

a gift-wrapped ornament—it can be something 

elegant or eclectic, fancy or funky!  The fun is 

when the ornaments are ―swapped" and everyone 

ends up with one! 

Sign-up/payment:  Sign-up sheet is available in 

the church office; payment can be given to UMM 

treasurer Joe Greene or UMW treasurer Donna 

Sapp (checks should be made to "Cokesbury UM 

Men"). A head count is needed for the meal, so 

please sign up by December 7th, or let Joe or 

Donna know. 

 
 

Cokesbury's Annual Cookie Sale 

Saturday, December 10, 2011 

9am-12 noon 
 

Needed: Lots of cookies and bakers!! 

Bake up a couple dozen or so of your special 

recipe to donate! Come by to purchase some 

holiday treats made by our renowned 

Cokesbury Cookie Bakers. 
 

Also available: candies and breads! 
 

Sale sponsored by: 

Family Care and Worship Committees 

 

 



 

 

Cokesbury United  

Methodist Women 
By Gayle Urban, unit president 

703-494-2963 

It has been a year of many activities for 

Cokesbury UMW, as both Ruth Circle and 

Evening Circle have provided time, talent, 

financial resources, and prayers for others in a 

variety of ways.   

Through service projects we’ve sent 

school supplies, kits, and books to children and 

have provided food for Rising Hope UMMC.  

Through pledge money given by UMW members, 

we’ve sent money to District UMW, and it is part 

of the pledge money that Conference UMW 

makes available for the support of UMW mission 

work around the globe…schools, health clinics, 

clean water, advocacy, justice and mercy 

ministries, missionaries, orphanages, and so much 

more…this mission work is both in the U.S. and 

in other countries, and you can learn about it 

through UMW’s ―Response‖ magazine (copies 

can be borrowed as needed, at church; ask Peggy 

Dorton or Barbara Wagner).  Through working at 

the church Flea Market, we raised funds that 

helped with missions, and we gave $150 for the 

church parking lot to honor the men on Father’s 

Day.   

Through spiritual retreats and events, 

social action and Christian mission workshops, 

and other UMW events we have opportunities to 

be renewed and in fellowship throughout the year.  

This year’s UMW theme was ―Finding Peace.‖  

Consider how God brings peace into your 

day…and how you can share that peace. 

―Thank you!‖ to all in the congregation 

who have supported so generously in the United 

Methodist Women projects.  It is so appreciated! 
 

     A UMW “Book Review” by Linda Ennis 

This Child Will Be Great, author Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 

Shortly after the news was announced 

this fall that three women won the Nobel Peace 

Prize, I began reading the memoir of one of 

those winners—Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Africa’s 

first woman president.  Her memoir, ―This Child 

Will Be Great,‖ is as much a history of Africa and 
in particular, Liberia, where so much has happened 

over the years.  It began with description of the 

slave trade and how slaves settled in the region, 

and then told of the wars and power struggles that 

followed.  Even as I read of the tragedies of the 

people of Africa, it is hard to imagine and relate to 

their hardships. 

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf began life with the 

proclamation that ―This Child Will Be Great,‖ and 

it seems that she have lived up to expectations.  In 

her adult life, she often tried to guide leaders of 

Liberia to a healthy economy and prosperity for 

the people, but the leaders had other things in 

mind.  When she discovered that danger was 

imminent she often fled to the U.S. and worked as 

a high ranking official in places like the World 

Bank and other places where she could be an 

influence in the world, for her country.  Her 

obvious integrity not only saved her in some 

situations, but also got her in ―hot water‖ as well.  

She was not afraid to voice her opinions, which 

was often reported to the leaders who fought and 

threatened her.  Once she was offered a political 

position in Liberia, but refused because the 

―elections‖ were rigged; finally, fair elections 

were held, and she became President.  When she 

won that election, the hurdles before her were 

great but not impossible. 

++++++++++++++ 

The UMW Reading Program includes a 

list of selected books, in 5 topic areas: Spiritual 

Growth, Social Action, Nurturing for 

Community, Education for Mission, Leadership 

Development.  Our Cokesbury unit has some of 

the books available, and some can be found at 

local libraries; Cynthia Rohlfs coordinates the 

Reading Program and you can contact her about 

borrowing a book. 

 

 December 3/Saturday/9 a.m.-11 a.m.:  UMW 

Advent Breakfast, all women welcome! No 

cost. This event is a breakfast buffet and 

program, and will be held at St. Paul UMC, 

Woodbridge. 

 December 12/Monday/6:30 p.m.:  

UMW/UMM host Christmas Party at church, 

with meal from Carrabba’s Italian Restaurant; 

cost $10, and all are welcome.  Checks to 

―Cokesbury United Methodist Men‖ (give to 

UMM treasurer Joe Green or UMW treasurer 

Donna Sapp).   



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 1 Dorothy Cooper  

  Lawrence Kotei 

  Giovanni Garcia  

 2 Regina Nesiama 

 4 Bernadette Baiden-Amissah 

 5 Casey Commerce 

  Elizabeth Magruder 

 7 Landon Vasseur 

 8 Thomas Lewis 

 13 Martin Atta 

 15 Jesse Simmons 

  Becky Ash 

 16 Elvira Arteaga 

  Suzette Fulton 

  Wanda Lawson 

 18 Michael Petitt 

 20 Andrew Yoho 

  Russ Urban 

  John Obeng 

 21 Judith McCain 

 22 Debbie Clark 

 23 Terry Edmonds 

 24 Marian Gherke 

  Bill Mahan 

 26 Christopher Jeffries 

 27 Pam Herin 

  Delpha Martin 

 29 Michael Gribik, Jr. 

  Robert Schaver 
 

"Nurture your mind with great thoughts, for you 

will never go any higher than you think."                                         

Benjamin Disraeli 

 

ACTS FOOD DRIVE 

By Cynthia Rohlfs 

Thanks to your generous support, we have 

delivered 216.8 lbs. of groceries and funds to 

purchase perishables for ACTS’ Thanksgiving 

baskets.  We would like to make this an annual 

mission for the holidays.  Please continue to 

remember those in need throughout the year so 

ACTS can remain an important vital outreach in 

our community. 

 
   

   

 

 

 

 

    2 Suzie & Ronnie Hawes 

  5 Marsha & Mike Eland 

  16  Christi & Robbie Brisbane 

  19 Cynthia & Arthur Rohlfs 

   Betty & Joe Greene 

  22 Cheryl & Michael Petitt 

  27 Monica & Roy Arredondo 

  30 Musu & Daniel Gueh 

 
"Love does not consist of gazing at each other, but in 

looking together in the same direction." 

 

 
By Peggy Dorton 
 

The Children’s Christmas Program will be on 

Saturday, December 17.  The children’s choir will 

perform, along with members from Cokesbury’s 

youth group and the Chancel Choir.   
 

Please come out and support our children and 

youth, 3:00-5:00 p.m.  Program followed by a 

Christmas program. 

 

 

Think Green! 

 
300,000,000 - that is the number of shoes that 

were thrown out by Americans in 2008. 
 

Instead of tossing still-wearable shoes, donate 

them to organizations that refurbish and distribute 

used shoes.  Check out Soles4Souls.org, which 

has fixed up and given away four million pairs in 

125 countries. 
 

―Find a shoe and pick it up – all day long you’ll 

have good luck.‖ 
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Money Matters 

By Mary L. Seltzer, Treasurer 
 

Good News!  Your Treasurer is typing this 

report doing a ―happy dance‖ in her chair! Last 

month I reported that by the end of September 

we had spent $6,550 more than we had received. 

(Not good) This month I can report that by the 

end of October, we actually received $422.69 

more than we spent! Positive figures always 

make treasurers happy, but in this case, ending a 

month, year-to-date, in the positive isn’t even 

half the joy! 

What is happening in our church is nothing 

short of miraculous! It is becoming evident that 

we are becoming an even more ―happening‖ 

church, which makes a difference in lives and 

one that is pulling together with many creative 

methods of producing the funds to make it all 

happen!  We now have so much happening that 

we have ―Mission Moments‖ each week to help 

keep us informed and definitely encouraged.  I 

missed a week of church and later found out 

during ―Mission Moments‖ that an appeal had 

been given for clothing for our local flood 

victims, and that 100 items were received 

pronto! WOW!  

 Other things that I know about are that 

winter coats were being collected for three 

organizations to give to the needy, there was 

food donated and hot meals served for the 

homeless, there was food donated and meals 

served at Hilda Barg for the working poor, food 

was donated to ACTS along with some funds, 

shoe boxes were filled with toys for 

disadvantaged children and besides weekly 

church to worship there are weekly Bible 

Studies. This doesn’t begin to cover all the 

happenings. 

But how is it that we ended October with 

positive figures?  (We know that some of our 

members have been hurting financially and our 

offerings are down thousands from the same 

time last year.  Actually, we have had more 

―persons in need‖ in our own congregation this 

year than usual.  Our Pastor has used much of 

his Pastor's Discretionary Fund to help our 

members who are struggling financially.  If you 

want to help our own, you can contribute to this 

fund.)  So just how is it that more is happening 

with less? 

Well, there seems to be a sense that we are 

all in this together to worship our God and to 

serve HIM by serving others.  So when our 

budget began faltering, committees and 

commissions began to determine how they 

could help.  Several came up with paying some 

of our invoices.  Leaders and individuals started 

to become creative, too.  Some leaders shopped 

for supplies more frugally, some bought in bulk 

to save money over the entire year, some 

worked tirelessly at the flea market to produce 

more funds, some worked at collecting 

aluminum (nearly $1,000 worth), some 

winterized our doors to save on utility bills and 

some individuals, who were able, added more to 

their offerings. This list continues to grow. 

 This togetherness, this thinking-outside-of-

the-box, this creativeness to raise funds to serve 

HIM has become contagious!  We pray it 

continues to spread, so that as we enter the 

Advent season, we can with assurance, know 

that we are making a difference in lives far and 

wide. 

Yes, we will still have bills during Advent.  

There was no heat in the sanctuary, so we had to 

have our units cleaned and checked with the 

igniter needing to be replaced in one unit. That 

bill still needs to be paid, the heat bill will 

increase and other bills will appear.  However, 

as we continue to worship and serve HIM and 

make a difference in the lives of others, 

especially those less fortunate than ourselves, 

we pray that we can end the year without debt 

and attend the Christmas Cantata on Christmas 

Day with a sense of real, genuine happiness and 

fulfillment. ―Joy to the World, the Savior 

Reigns!‖ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monica Arredondo & Paula Simensen, 

Youth Leaders 

The Cokesbury / St. Paul Youth Group focused on 

Generosity as the Fruit of the Spirit in November.  

We especially had a good time relaxing on the 13
th
 

with a game nite, although it was hard to tell who 

had more fun – the youth or the adult leaders! 

Our schedule for December is below – please note 

where we will meet each week, since there is a bit of 

fluctuation.  Looking ahead, we will need groups or 

parents who are willing to provide meals for the 

month of February.  If any groups or Youth Group 

parents are willing to provide this, please let Monica 

or Paula know.  Thanks!  

Nov.27 – No Youth Group, Thanksgiving Holiday 

Dec.4 – 4:00-6:00, Bi-District Youth Ice Skating / 

Broom Hockey @ Prince William Ice Center.  We 

are still working out transportation for this event.  

Cost is $10 per person (includes skate rental and 

admission), plus money for snacks.  Please bring a 

canned good donation to benefit a local food bank. 

Dec. 11 – 5:30 – 7:30, Progressive Dinner; meet at  

          St. Paul UMC 

Dec. 18 – 5:30 – 7:30, Youth Group @ Cokesbury  

Dec. 25 – No Youth Group, Christmas Day 

Jan. 1 – No Youth Group, New Years Day 

***EXTRA!!  EXTRA!!  Peggy Dorton has invited 

any of the youth who would like to sing in the 

Children’s Christmas Performance, scheduled for 

Saturday, December 17.  If any youth are interested, 

please contact Peggy Dorton for information.  

Thanks!! *** 

Thanks to all the parents for their support. We are 

enjoying seeing your youth on Sunday evenings! 

If anyone has any questions, please email or call 

Monica Arredondo at monicadea@aol.com, (703) 

297-2291 or Paula Simensen at (703) 338-6119.  

Peace!! 

 

 

Church Training Day, 2012:  

 “Turbo-Charge the Tradition: Claim 

It and Live Into It!” 
 

An event for Alexandria and Arlington District 

United Methodist Churches.  Calling all United 

Methodists! 
 

This annual training event is an opportunity for all 

United Methodists to come together to learn, grow 

as disciples, and develop more effective churches.  

Several from Cokesbury UMC will be attending, 

and if you’d like to attend please contact Pastor 

Russ.   

When:  Saturday, January 7, 2012 

Time:  9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

What:  Short worship/Dynamic workshops/ 

Lunch provided/Bookstore open 

 Where:  Floris United Methodist Church (13600 

Frying Pan Road, Herndon, VA, 20171) 

Registration/Cost:  Registration forms avail-able 

from the church office or you can register online 

by following the links from our website:  

www.cokesburyumc.us; cost is $30 before 

December 18;  later cost is $60.  If you register 

before December 18, Cokesbury will pay your 

registration fee. 

 

Over 40 workshops are available, and you will 

have time to attend 3;  register early to get the 

workshops you want.  You’ll find a variety of 

workshop topics—music, social media, prayer, 

VIM teams (Volunteers in Mission), trustees, 

stewardship, Methodism, small group ministry, 

Taize worship, lay leaders, training for SPRC, 

storytelling in teaching, equipping parents, and 

other topics. 

 

Keynote speaker for the training event, Reverend 

Jorge Acevedo, is an elder in the Florida 

Conference.  He states that Wesleyan Christianity 

is ideally suited to speak to the concerns of our 

age; creating a church that is at once committed to 

Jesus and His kingdom as well as hands-on 

ministry in the world is the genius of Wesleyan 

tradition.  Reverend Acevedo will also participate 

facilitate in some of the workshops. 

  

mailto:monicadea@aol.com
http://www.cokesburyumc.us/


 

 

By Barb Firth 

Our Soup & Salad 

luncheon was held on 

November 13th and good 

soups in many varieties 

were enjoyed by all who 

attended.  Thank you for your support.  This 

fundraiser made the purchase of the church’s new 

dish-washer possible.  Thanks to Dave Woodman, 

Don Dorton, Kyle Keen, and Tom Taylor for their 

help in the purchase, delivery, and installation. 

Operation Christmas Child was again well 

supported; 100 boxes were filled and delivered.  

Many thanks to Peggy Dorton and her crew for 

making this happen. 

December 6th will be our ―Yuletide Celebration‖ 

after the 11:00 service.  A ham dinner will be 

provided – not a potluck.  In lieu of a gift 

exchange, we will be taking a special offering for 

the parking lot fund. 

Bunnie Wertz and Barb Firth wish to thank 

everyone for their support, kind words, and 

appreciation of the programs this year.  Mary Crist 

will be continuing on with Bunny Mahar and 

Mary Wright. 

 

By Bunny Mahar 

We appreciate all the hard work and interesting 

programs that were provided for the Helping Hands 

by Barb, Bunnie and Mary during the past year.  

They had a very successful year and have passed on 

some good ideas. 

We were able to meet our charitable commitments, 

provided camping gear for All God’s Children Camp, 

and purchased a new dishwasher, among other 

things. We learned a lot about the friends in our 

group and even had some meals that we didn’t have 

to cook for. 

Since we won’t have another opportunity to address 

you in the newsletter before the end of the year, we 

want to remind that our next meeting and potluck 

will be on January 8
th
 because of the New Year’s 

holiday.  We hope to see many of you there.  We 

also hope to get a steering committee together to 

make plans for the upcoming year. 

Mary Wright and Mary Crist join me in wishing you 

a very merry Christmas and a blessed new year.   

 

“A Christmas Musical 

Experience” 

By Emmett Wright 

The Chancel Choir will present 

the Christmas Cantata, ―A Christmas Musical 

Experience‖ on Christmas Day, December 25th at 

the 11a.m. Sunday Worship Service as we 

celebrate the birth of Jesus.  All are encouraged to 

come, hear, and enjoy the Christmas Cantata. 

―Shout for joy to the Lord all the earth. Worship 

the Lord with gladness, come before him with 

joyful songs.‖  (Psalm 100). 

Evangelism will provide Christmas cards to the 

congregation to invite friends, relatives, and 

neighbors. 

―It is more blessed to give than to receive‖. 

Whether your gift be to the church, to others, or 

both, we wish you, your family, all your friends 

and loved ones a Merry Christmas. 

 

Thank you for 

Gifts to SAVAS Teens‟ Support Group 

Your generosity directly benefits our clients in the 

Teen’s Support Group.  Please know how much 

we all appreciate it.   SAVAS 

―To whom who got this for me, 

 ―Thank you more than ever for putting 

together this package.  I know it was lots of time 

and money.  You do not know me, but I feel loved 

for the gift.  I want you to know I HIGHLY appre-

ciate this and I will use it everyday with SAVAS 

and you in mind.  God bless.‖  A 

―Thank you for this.  It’s so Katte and cool!!!‖  

Love, B 

―Thank you for my present. I realy love the dog 

and the notebook with the color. 

Merry Christmas.‖   A 
 

―Thank you for the present.  =)  It was very nice 

of you.‖  E 

 ―Thank you. The present is cool.  Merry 

Christmas <3  Merry Christmas & Happy New 

Year <3.‖  D 

 



 

 

Cokesbury Shawl 

         Ministry 

 

By Marian Gherke 
 

The Cokesbury shawl ministry 

was founded four years ago to help bring comfort, 

healing, or to celebrate a happy event.  A name, 

"Comforters" was chosen for the group. 

Regular meetings are scheduled on a second or 

fourth Wednesday at 10 a.m. Sometimes an extra 

date is added at the group's whim. Crafters trade 

news and laughter as finished and partially 

finished projects and colorful yarns are heaped on 

the big table in the conference room. Patterns are 

shared and soon the group settles in to creating 

rows of beautiful stitches.  Our stitches become 

wraps that are interwoven with prayers. 

Mary Taylor keeps her camera handy to record   a 

finished project with its maker and Betty Greene 

keeps a history of the recipients. This also helps 

when a sewing question arises in the group.   

Anyone who would like to learn to create a piece 

of art with yarn can find excellent teachers among 

the Comforters. The requirement is "just ask."  If 

you know who needs one of these special "hugs," 

just fill out a request form from the table by the 

church office and give it to the secretary or pastor. 

December 11 is scheduled for a prayer shawl 

dedication at both worship services. 

 

A Message of Caring and 

Thankfulness 
 

By Naomi Shaw 
 

I recently received a shawl from the Prayer Shawl 

Comforters for my easy chair and what a blessing it 

is!  There are days when my health and my mind get 

me a little upset.  During my husband's long illness 

and other problems with family illness, I sometimes 

need friendly and spiritual help.  With my prayers, 

my fellow Christians and Cokesbury family, my life 

is going much better. My family is also good to me, 

especially Jan and Bill, my daughter and son-in-law. 

The best part of having my shawl is that the prayer 

shawl ladies are all here at Cokesbury and very 

dedicated in their shawl ministry.  They enjoy each 

other's fellowship as they sit and talk and keep 

making shawls and other items. 

I love my shawl and ask God's blessings and 

thankfulness to all the ladies in this group, and a 

special thank you to our minister for blessing them, 

especially mine, and to Mary Taylor (who made 

mine) and all the ladies. 

Thank you to each and every one of you and God 

bless you all. 

 

Poinsettia Orders 

Each year the church is beautified 
by placing poinsettias in the 

sanctuary in honor or memory of 

loved ones.   

An order form will be included in your church 

bulletin, but orders must be placed by December 8
th
.  

Cost of a 7‖ pot with four or more blooms is $8.00.  

Checks should be made out to Cokesbury UMC, 

indicating ―Poinsettia‖ in the memo section. 

If you wish, you may call the church office to place 

your order (703-494-5400).  Information required is 

number of plants and names of those to be honored 

or memorialized.   
 

We all look forward to the beautiful poinsettias that 

grace our sanctuary at Christmas. 

 
  

35
th

 Annual Fruit Sale 
 

Cokesbury UM Men have begun 

their 35
th
 annual fruit sale.   

The first order was delivered on November 13 and 

14.  The second order, just in time for Christmas 

gift-giving, will be due between November 26 and 

December 5, to be delivered on December 16, 17 

and 19. Pick-ups are convenient between 6 &8 p.m. 

on Friday and Monday evenings or on Saturdays 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Most fruit is available by the box or half-box and 

consists of red grapefruit, Florida navel, Honeybell 

tangelos, temples, tangerines, and a variety pack 

(half box only) that consists of red grapefruit, 

tangerines, and navel oranges.  

Orders may be placed by calling 571-762-8586 or 

email fruit@cokesburyumc.us.  Flyers with a com-

plete list of types, order and pick-up dates and costs 

are available for your convenience or to distri-

bute to your friends, neighbors and co-workers. 

 

mailto:fruit@cokesburyumc.us


 

 

Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at both services. 
The 11 a.m. worship service features a children’s 

worship for elementary school aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM  
(for children, youth, and adults) 

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship 
service that day begins at 10:30 AM and there is no 

Sunday School. 

For more information: 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

The Colonnade Staff 
                       Editor: Bunny Mahar 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 20
th

  

of each month for the next month‟s edition. 

Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to: office@cokesburyumc.us 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 

 

 
  



Cokesbury United Methodist Church 
 

  Children’s Christmas Program:  Dec 17  December 2011  Christmas Cantata:  Dec 25 
Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

 

   1 
7-9:30 IPDC 
7:00  Advent Study 

2 
7:00-9:30 IPDC 

3 
10:00 Recovery Inc. 
2:00  UMM to Envoy  
 FH Reserved 

(Kamah Thoronka) 

4 
8:30/11:00 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School & 

Advent Study 
12:15 HH Christmas        
1:30-5 IPDC 
4:00 Youth Ice Skating & 

Broom Hockey 

5 
7:00 IPDC 

6 
10:00 Advent Study 
6:30 Girl Scouts 
7:00 SPRC 

7 
6:30 Children’s Choir 
7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 IPDC 

7:30 Book Club 
 

 

8 
7:00 IPDC 
7:00  Advent Study 

9 
7-9:30 IPDC 

10 
9:00-12:00 Cookie Sale 
10:00  Recovery Inc. 
 

 
11 
8:30/11:00 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School & 

Advent Study 
12:15  Missions & Outreach 
1:30-5:00 IPDC   
5:30 Youth Group 

Progressive Dinner, 
St. Paul UMC 

12 
6:30 UMM/UMW 
Christmas Party 
 
 

 

13 
10:00 Advent Study 
6:30 Girl Scouts 
7:00 Finance Comm. 
 

 

14 
10:00 Prayer Shawls  
6:30 Children’s Choir 
7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 IPDC 

15 
7:00 IPDC 
7:00  Advent Study 

16 
7-9:30 IPDC 
7:00  Youth Group 

Christmas 
Party, St. Paul 

17 
10:00 Recovery Inc. 
4:00-5:30 Children’s 
Christmas Program and 
Party 

 
18 
8:30/11:00 Worship 
9:45 Sunday School & 

Advent Study 
1:30-5 IPDC 
5:30 Youth Group, 

Cokesbury 

19 
7:00 IPDC 

20 
10:00 Advent Study 
6:30 Girl Scouts 
 
Colonnade Deadline 

21 
6:30 Children’s Choir 
7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 IPDC 

 

22 
7:00 IPDC 
7:00  Advent Study 

23 
7-9:30 IPDC 

24 
10:00 Recovery Inc. 
7:00 & 11:00 – Christmas 

Eve Candlelight & 
Communion Svc  

 
25 
11:00 Christmas Cantata 

(one worship service) 
1:30-5:00 IPDC 
5:00-8:00 IPDC Christmas 

Dinner, FH 

26 
7:00 IPDC 

27 28 
10:00 Prayer Shawls 
7:00 Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 IPDC 

 

29 
7:00 IPDC 
7:00  Disciple Bible 

Study:  Intro to 
Old Testament 

30 
7:00 IPDC 

31 

 

 


