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 New Choir Robes Dedicated 

 
   

On Sunday, December 25th, Christmas Day, the 

choir wore new robes that were consecrated 
during the worship service. In the dedication, Pastor 
Russ reminded that "making music in the congre-

gation for the glory of God is a ministry that 
requires devotion and discipline, and we are grateful 
for all the choir members who give so generously 

of their time and talent. … may they always know 

the abiding presence of Christ who clothes every 

follower in his robes of righteousness and love." 

In the new robes and stoles which were the 

product of many generous donations and fund-

raisers, the choir blessed us with a Christmas 
Cantata entitled "A Christmas Musical Experience." 

Directed by Melissa Clark, members of the choir 

who participated in the cantata were Rick Clark, 

Robert Deyerle, Peggy Dorton, Vera Edmonds, 

Pam Herin, Harry Fizer, Jane Henshaw, Allen 
Jewell, John Jewell, Laurie Jewell, Grace Nesiama, 
Paula Simensen, Kamah Thoronka, Bunny Wirick, 

and Emmett Wright.  The music was beautiful and 

inspiring and a wonderful way to share the 

Christmas promise.   
 

Christmas Eve 

On Christmas Eve the church was filled with those 
who wanted to celebrate Christmas in a spiritual, 

heart-warming way. The candlelight communion 

service at both 7:00 and 11:00 p.m. was a true 

blessing. God's presence was evident in the carols, 

the communion and the powerful message, and 

long after the service ended. The church was 

ablaze with candles and beautiful red and white 

poinsettias. Children were happy to be there and 

shared children's time at the 7:00 service 

enthusiastically, as you can see from the photo 

below. 

 

 

UMM Prayer Breakfast 
 

Join the UM Men on Saturday, January 14, at 9:00 

at the Old Country Buffet for brunch and prayers.  

Guest speaker will be Joe BeMiller, friend and 

former member of Cokesbury and an officer with 

the Metropolitan Police Department. You will 

want to hear what he has to say.   
 

 

 



"Loving others…as Christ first loved us!" 

 

  

               From the Church Council  
 

By Walter Blair, Chairman 

―Leadership begins at the bottom.‖ My first boss at my first job told me that, and I thought he had it back-

wards. Shouldn't the leader set the course and guide the way? Shouldn't the leader take the reigns and 

determine the path? Shouldn't the leader decide what needs to be done and tell me how to do it? Well,       

sort of.  

The leader may have a wider view and know the general direction we should go. He may possess certain 

skills or talents that lend him the knowledge to determine the best route to take for a given course. He may 

have specific qualities which allow him to discern the correct approach, based on a wide variety of ―input‖, 

to take in a certain situation, or the ―right‖ answer for a question. 

The good leader also knows there may be no ―right‖ answer, no correct path, or no ―best‖ answer. They also 

know they cannot do everything themselves, or on their own, or for very long. Of course, ―very long‖ is a 

relative term. Some people can do and serve on and on and on and never seem to slow or tire or stop. Some 

need to stop and go to recharge their batteries so they can continue. Some just have to stop. The good leader 

recognizes this. 

Cokesbury UMC is blessed with good leaders. 2011 proved to be a challenge for us all on many fronts. It 

seems everyone's resources were taxed – but the leaders at Cokesbury continued our tradition of thinking 

outside the box and not just continuing, but extending our missions and ministries. Through their foresight, 

dedication, and service, our programs grew; through their selflessness and cognizance of the strains on 

everyone, including our finances, they remained within the confines of our income, and other limits. 

Our leaders today have been harvested over time from the congregation. They began by answering a single 

call. Cokesbury UMC does not just work on Sundays, although that is when we come together and refocus 

our faith; it is a yearlong ministry, 24/7/365. It takes a lot of work, and a lot of hands and hearts. When you 

hear a call, answer it; when you see a need, fill it. It is how tomorrow's leaders begin. Today. 

On behalf of the Church Council, and Cokesbury, I would like to extend Mary Seltzer a monumental 

THANKS. In no small part thanks to her guidance and vision as Treasurer these past 5 years we have 

worked our way out of dire financial straits. She has made the church financials more accessible, and 

palatable. And on that note, I'd like to welcome Melanie Westog as the incoming Treasurer. ―Welcome, 

Melanie, thanks for stepping up.‖ We wish her the best in this new undertaking. 

To you and yours, Happy New Year 2012! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

35th Annual Fruit Sale 
 

The Cokesbury UM Men continue their fresh 

fruit sales through February.  The deadline for 

the next order for red grapefruit, navel oranges, 

tangerines, and Honeybell tangelos is January 9.  

To order, please call 571-762-8586 or email 

fruit@cokesburyumc.us. 

 

Thank You 
 

Cokesbury is a wonderful place to serve in ministry, 

and Gayle and I greatly appreciate all the kindness 

you extend to us.  Each day is a blessing.  All the 

cards, gifts (I never knew we could eat so many 

cookies) and acts of encouragement that we received 

mean so much.  We especially want to thank you for 

the generous gift that was presented to me during the 

Christmas Day worship service.  May God’s grace 

continue to surround us and support us in 2012. 
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"Soup-er" 
Luncheon 

 

The soup and salad luncheon put on each February 

and November by the Helping Hands (older adults) 

is coming soon!  Members of the group make their 

specialty soups for their family (Cokesbury family).  

You can expect brimming pots of clam chowder, 

French onion, split pea, vegetable beef, potato, 

chicken noodle, broccoli‐cheese, and more!! Along 

with those wonderful homemade soups there are 

crackers, a beautiful, delicious salad, homemade 

desserts, and beverages. 
 

The luncheon is all‐you‐can‐eat, as long as food 

lasts. You are asked to take only one soup at 

first, but you may come back and fill up as often as 

you wish. Cost is only $5 per person. Proceeds go to 

church projects through the Helping Hands group 

that sponsors the luncheon. 
 

The next luncheon will be on February 5, following 

the 11 a.m. worship service. No need to rush home 

to prepare lunch. Lunch is served in the fellowship 

hall. Be sure to mark your calendar. You won't want 

to miss it! 

 

"Invitation to the 

Old Testament" 
 

An eight-week study led by 

Pastor Russ that began on 

December 29 has classes 

available on Sunday mornings at 9:45 and Thursday 

evenings at 7:00. It is not too late to join the class. 

The study approaches the Hebrew scriptures (our 

Old Testament) by inviting participants to hear the 

story of God and God's calling of the people of 

Israel through the many "voices" of the biblical 

scriptures. Listing to various "voices" allows us to 

more fully understand the story of God's covenantal 

relationship with the people of Israel. 

Scholars fascinate you in weekly videos with facts 

and information that open new understanding and 

enlightenment.   

To participate, please sign upon the sheet in the 

narthex.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Monica Arredondo & Paula Simensen, Youth Leaders 
 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

The Cokesbury / St. Paul Youth Group focused on 
Patience as the Fruit of the Spirit in December, which 

was best displayed when we attended a Progressive 

Dinner on December 11 at the homes of three St. 

Paul UMC families. We enjoyed appetizers at one 

home, a yummy salad bar at the second home, and 

lasagna & garlic bread at the third house, returning 

to St. Paul UMC for dessert, all accompanied by 

singing Christmas carols.  Yummy!! 

Our schedule for January is below.  Looking ahead, 

we need groups or parents to provide meals for the 

month of February.  The meals do not need to be 

complicated – casseroles, pizza, fried chicken and 

subs are all welcome options.  If any groups or 

Youth Group parents are willing to provide this, 

please let Monica or Paula know.  Thanks!  

January 1, 2012 – No Youth Group, New Years Day 

January 8 – Youth Group, St. Paul UMC 

January 15 – No Youth Group, Martin Luther King 

Holiday Weekend 

January 22 – Youth Group, St. Paul UMC 

January 27-28 – Bowling Lock-In (more info to 

follow in emails) 

January 29 – No Youth Group, recovery from 

Bowling Lock-In! 

Thanks to all the parents for their support, & we are 

enjoying seeing your youth on Sunday evenings! 

If anyone has any questions, please call or email 

Monica Arredondo at (703) 297-2291 / 

monicadea@aol.com or Paula Simensen at (703) 

338-6119.  Peace!! 

Thanks! 
I wish to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, 

call, hugs, and kind words after the death of my 

sister.  All these acts of kindness are greatly 

appreciated and mean so much.  I also wish to thank 

everyone for the very generous Christmas  gift.

   Mary Jane Fizer 
 

mailto:monicadea@aol.com
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Cokesbury United 

Methodist Women 
 

By Gayle Urban, unit president 

703-494-2963 

Joy to you in this new year of 2012!  This year’s 

UMW program book has the theme ―Walk with 
Wholeness‖ and we will see that theme represented 
at some of the programs at our monthly meetings.  

There are two Circles that meet monthly, on the 

second Monday of the month:  Ruth Circle meets 

at 1 p.m. in Room 4, and Evening Circle meets at 

7 p.m. in Room 4.  You can attend which ever 

Circle is more convenient for you. 

All women of the church are welcome to attend 

and participate.  UMW does not have dues; 

members can give a pledge amount for the year.  

Pledge money goes to the mission giving through 

the district, and supports missionaries and mission 

projects all around the world, both in the United 

States and overseas.  In addition to pledges, our 

Cokesbury Circles also raise funds by working at 

the church flea market. 

December was a time of festivity and inspiration 

for Cokesbury UMW.  Several from Cokesbury 

attended the annual UMW Advent Breakfast, 

which was hosted this year at St. Paul UMC.    

We gathered with 75 women from other local 

Methodist churches, and enjoyed breakfast and a 

musical program of scripture, singing, and piano, 

by Reverend Jack Martin and his wife Marianne.  

The annual Christmas party at Cokesbury was a 

time for us to celebrate the season along with the 

Methodist men and friends, with dinner, 

Christmas carols, and an ornament swap.     

Mark your calendars! 

Saturday, March 10—Women’s Mini-Retreat, in 

the Cokesbury fellowship hall, from 12:30-4 p.m.  

The theme is ―friendship‖ and coordinators are 

Gayle Urban and Robin BeMiller. Cost is $5, and 

all women of the church are welcome. 

Cokesbury UMW unit officers for 2012: 

President:  Gayle Urban 

Vice president:  Mary Wright 

Secretary:  Barbara Wagner 

Treasurer:  Donna Sapp 

Cynthia Rohlfs is the Reading Program coor-

dinator.  The UMW Reading Program has five 

categories:  Spiritual Growth, Education and 

Interpretation, Social Action, Nurture and 

Outreach, and Leadership Development.  Books 

on the UMW Reading Program list focus on these 

five areas.  We have some of the books available 

to borrow, and you can also find some of the 

books at the local library or through other options. 

If you can donate fabric for the tote bags we make 

(the bags are for school kits, which are delivered 

in June), please contact Gayle Urban or Barbara 

Wagner.  The fabric used for the tote bags needs 

to be a medium-weight durable cotton fabric.  

Thank you so much! 

 

 

 

 

By Barb Firth 

 

 

We ended our year with a Yuletide Celebration, 

enjoying a ham dinner and two talks on their 

"fondest Christmas memory" by Peggy Dorton 

and Emmett Wright.  Special music was presented 

by Allen Jewell and Ed Horne.   

In lieu of a gift exchange, a collection was taken 

for our parking lot fund in the amount of $717.   

Our meeting for January will be on January 8 for 

a potluck luncheon.  See you there. 
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 2 Mark Young 

  John Baiden-Amissah 

  Nathaniel Lamptey 

 3 Ama Obeng  

 4 Jacqueline Elliott   

  Pearl Bickersteth 

 5 Terence Quay 

  Mike Cowan 

 6 Doreen Johnson 

  Naomi Shaw 

 9 Melanie Irby 

 10 Hannah Simensen 

 11 Rita Johnson  

 12 Eileen Moore 

  KathrynNelson 

 14 Joseph Elliott 

 15 Laura Ash 

 17 Wendy Lamptey 

  John Watjen 

 18 Roberta Deahl 

  Hunter Wertz 

  LaShanda Patrick 

  Sara Edmonds 

 19 Glenda Lawson 

  Richard Derr 

 22 Diane Haggart 

  Beatrice Quartey 

  Alexandria Westog 

 24 Peggy Dorton 

 25 Virginia Rodriguez 

 26 Heather Johnson 

 27 Michael Gribik 

  Keenan Carter 

 28 Greg Harper 

  Doreen Addison 

 29 Brent Fortenberry 

  Eric BeMiller 

 30 Kimora Fabien 

 
 

5th Sunday Potluck 
 

On Sunday, January 29, there will be only one 

service at 10:30. Following the worship service, join 

your church family for a potluck luncheon in the 

fellowship hall. Everyone invited! 
 

 

 

          

 

   

 

  2 Linda & Mike Alvey 

  12 Naomi & James Shaw 

   13 Bunny & Glenn Wirick 

   14 Linda & Carl Ennis 

   19 Winnie & Chuck Hogan 

   Su & Bob Kucharuk 

   21 Donna & Roshier Bailey 

    30 Mary & Jack Jewell 

 

 

 

 

By Barb Firth  

 

 

Thanks to all for your help with the recycling of 

cardboard.  We were able to purchase a few 

additions for the facility.  Please continue to 

"think green" and put your cardboard out for your 

recycle Prince William County representative.  

Scott thanked us and said only one-third of what 

can be recycled is - and the rest is still going in 

our landfill. 
 

 

Blood Drive  

Cokesbury will sponsor a blood drive here in     

the fellowship hall on Tuesday, January 10, from      

2-7 p.m.  To sign up or for more information, 

please call Cynthia Rohlfs, 703-878-8737. 
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Money Matters       
By Mary Seltzer, Treasurer 

 

WOW! What an amazing year 2011 has been! Even 

though there is still about a week left as I write this, 

I believe I can confidently predict that unless some 

large unforeseen expense comes in, we, Cokesbury 

UMC, will end 2011 debt-free with our Church 

Operations and Ministry Fund in the positive! God 

is Good! 

And, Cokesbury UMC accomplished more things 

than usual in 2011 including:  Excellent attendance 

at discipleship type classes; participation in nearly 

ninety outreaches, local and far-and-wide; accom-

plished major property improvements (new carpet   

in fellowship hall, repaired our furnaces and raised 

2/3 of the funds needed for our parking lot repair); 

paid our staff salaries and 100% of our District and 

Conference apportionments, besides accomplishing 

some new endeavors like the drama, ―Is It I?‖ 

complete with costumes and décor. 

One would think that after accomplishing all of     

the above and more that Cokesbury UMC would    

be ―flat broke‖---not true.  What happened was     

that when severe shortfalls appeared, a contagious 

attitude of togetherness spread among our commit-

tees, commissions and individuals, whereby many 

creative ways to save money were instigated and 

many creative ways to raise money were found.    

For instance, the flea market season was extended 

two weeks, and our children even helped to spread 

the love of Christ in clear and tangible ways by 

donating $438.00 over the course of the year.  

Now, we can carry God’s messages of Hope, Peace, 

Joy and Love, signified by the flames of our Advent 

candles, on into 2012 with much faith, confidence 

and enthusiasm. In Christ we find the Hope of trans-

formation, the Peace that follows justice, the Joy of 

a faith community, and the Love that fulfills our 

deepest desires.  In Christ we find light and life, and 

the courage to be like him. Come help us answer 

His call and follow in His footsteps, thereby making 

a difference in many lives again, in 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Moments 

"Greeting Cards for Missionaries" 

Presented by Barbara Wagner 

As a member of Missions and Outreach Commission,   

I'm in charge of getting cards signed at Easter and 

Christmas to send to the Virginia Conference 

missionaries serving in foreign countries of Brazil, 

Cambodia, Chile, Congo, Liberia, Mozambique,    

and Malaysia. In the United States they serve in 

Florida, Mississippi, Kentucky, and Virginia. 

I'd like to tell you about one of those missionaries. 

After you sign the cards, they are sent to the 

missionaries.  Late this summer, I realized that on 

the missionary list on the VA UMC website, Elma 

Jocson was serving in Liberia, but I had an address 

of Marikina City, Philippines.  I had been sending 

her card to the Philippines for the past two years   

and they were never returned as undeliverable, so    

I e-mailed her to resolve the address confusion.      

I'd like to share her response with you. 

"Thank you for your e-mail.  I am indeed in Liberia 

since September last year, but I did get your 

wonderful card because my sister scans them and   

e-mails them to me.  She, too, is very encouraged   

by the cards that are sent to me. I thank you for   

your sweet partnership with me, and I really value 

the prayers that support and keep me standing.  

Thank you again for e-mailing me and for all the 

cards (and love that goes with them)." 

Her reply made me realize that the names on the 

address list represent REAL PEOPLE, and the time 

it takes you all to sign these cards does have an 

effect on these REAL PEOPLE who are living and 

working so far away from us here in Woodbridge.  

Elma is actually Dr. Elma Jocson serving in Ganta 

United Methodist Hospital in Monrovia, Liberia, 

West Africa. 

Many of you signed the Christmas cards and I thank 

you for that. Please keep the remarks made by Dr. 

Jocson in your heart as you spend your few minutes 

signing the cards to the missionaries.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! 
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Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at both services. 
The 11 a.m. worship service features a children’s 

worship for elementary school aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM  
(for children, youth, and adults) 

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship 
service that day begins at 10:30 AM and there is no 

Sunday School. 

For more information: 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

            

The Colonnade  
Editor: Bunny Mahar 

 
Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 20th  

of each month for the next month’s edition. 

Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to: office@cokesburyumc.us 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 
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