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Welcome to 

The Reverend Clyde T. Nelson 
 

The Reverend Nelson has served churches in Richmond City, Winchester, and 

Falls Church, VA during his ministry. He has served five years at his present 

church, Market Street United Methodist Church in Winchester, VA. His 

undergraduate degree from the University of Maryland was a Bachelor of Science, 

majoring in Special Education and minored in Elementary Education.  He received 

a Master of Divinity degree from Duke Divinity School, Duke University, 

Durham, North Carolina. 

In the Winchester District, he is on the District Committee on Ordained Ministry.  

This committee reviews all candidates who are moving through the licensing or 

ordination process.  Reverend  Nelson also serves on the Board of Trustees for the 

Virginia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church.   

Reverend Nelson’s mother is the matriarch of the Nelson Family who keeps the 

family focused on the awesomeness of God.  He has one brother, two sisters, three 

nieces, two great nieces, and one great nephew.  He enjoys playing the organ, piano, traveling, fine dining, 

theatre, a “lil cooking,” music, museums, reading, lifelong learning, spirituality and anticipating how and when 

God will be moving toward us.   Reverend Nelson looks forward to joining with you in the service of Christ 

through Christ’s Holy Church, known as The Cokesbury United Methodist Church. 

Kids Fest 2013 
The Kids Fest 2013 was a booming success.  Donations included coupons, 

candy, treat bags, Frisbees, duffle bags, water bottles from local businesses 

and small toys from individuals.  Many of the Cokesbury family donated 

their time to ensure the success of the event. Our Hispanic congregation 

(IPDC) were among the many volunteers.  Leaders of this successful 
community activity were Cheryl Petitt and Jarlene Phelps. 

Some of the activities included a Fish Pond, a Sweet Walk, crafts of every 

description and difficulty, face painting, and a juggler/clown, “Big Shot.” 

Children were asked to participate in community service projects by tying 

gleaning bags, writing notes to residents of Envoy Nursing Center and 

Service personnel and making placemats for Rising Hope.  The placemats for Rising Hope have already been used at 
a lunch served there.  John Jewell reports the added placemats brought smiles and appreciation. 

In the parking lot, there were BP checks and health information from Sentara Northern Virginia Medical Center 

Mobile Health Clinic, an OWL fire department engine, a police car, some local high school football players, and 

water balloons that were sometimes aimed at Pastor Russ.  Everyone had a good time!! 
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I greet you in the name of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus the Christ! 

I hope you are having a great summer and   

enjoying your summer activities with the 

people you love! 

It is a joy to be here at Cokesbury United 

Methodist Church.  I anticipate great power 

from the Holy Spirit to be present in the 

ministries of God’s church. This is my first 

month, all I am able to do is to observe how 

you love the Lord and give God thanks for 

you being the church of Jesus Christ. I 

welcome meeting and greeting you, sharing in 

our faith journeys, singing and praying 

together, studying the Scriptures and looking 

to the resurrected presence of Jesus being real 

to us as God blesses us with life and the 

Resurrection. 

I welcome knowing you and sharing in 

ministry with you as God moves us closer in 

making the Kingdom of God becoming real in 

Cokesbury Church. 

Enjoy your summer and the presence of God 

in Cokesbury United Methodist Church! 

Shalom, 

Clyde T. Nelson 

 

 

Summer praises you, God: Birds sing, trees 

clap their hands, the sun beams, rain 

showers announce your goodness — and we 

join in. Hallelujah! 

 

 

     

 

 

 

Allen Jewell & Kyle Korniack 

           Scholarship Award 

June 23 was a pretty special day here at 

Cokesbury.  It was the day to honor graduates 

from high schools, colleges, and other 

institutes of learning. A reception was held in 

honor of the graduates. 

Recipient of the scholarship awarded by the 

United Methodist Men was Kyle Kornieck, 

who graduated from Woodbridge Senior High 

School.  Kyle plans to attend Virginia Tech 

where he hopes to study accounting or 

mechanical engineering.  Kyle is the son of 

Gail and Jack Kornieck.  

Making the service even more special was   

that Allen Jewell led the service and delivered 

an outstanding, inspirational message. Allen 

graduated recently from Potomac High School 

and will be entering the Navy on July 9th at 

Great Lakes Navy Base, training to be an 

operation specialist.   

All good wishes go with our graduates as they 

begin a new life adventure.  “Life cannot take 

us anywhere God hasn’t been first. 

Furthermore, he walks beside us on every 

winding path and around every corner.”  

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93074482
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By Joe Greene 

 

John Jewell, President (703-606-6804) 

Emmett Wright, Vice-President (703-730-0448) 

 

UMM Mission: To help men grow in Christ so 
others may know Christ 

June's meeting of the United Methodist Men was 

sparsely attended but the meeting was quite 

significant. 

We expressed our good wishes to both Allen 

Jewell and to Pastor Russ. Allen has enlisted in 

the U.S. Navy and will shortly depart for his 

initial "welcoming" by his soon to be favorite 

uncle. Knowing that Allen will present himself as 

well as he has during the so many years of his 

involvement in Cokesbury's ministries, the U.S. 

Navy will be a fortunate recipient of Allen's 

services. 

Each of us expressed our sincere appreciation to 

Pastor Russ but words cannot express how 

grateful we are for his support and for his 

involvement with the many activities of our 

ministry. We hope and pray that his departure is 

not a final good-bye, but just a different path until 

we are fortunate to meet again. 

The business portion of our meeting included the 

following activities: 

* John Jewell will coordinate the construction of a 

handicap ramp. 

* Initiated a new visitation program - Wounded 

Warriors (more information to follow) 

* July 1 - Delivery of parking lot gravel.  Dave 

Woodman will coordinate this delivery plus enlist 
volunteers to spread the gravel. 

* July 8 - UMW/UMM ice cream social. Men will 

provide the ice cream and the UMW will provide 
the toppings. 

* July 21- Sunday morning Anthem and UMM 

fellowship hall meeting. (Speaker/topic - TBA) 

John has requested we of the UMM, encourage 

others to attend our meeting and discover what our 

ministry is all about. So, if you are asked to join 

us, please don't say no but attend at least one 

meeting and see for yourself if this is a Cokesbury 

ministry that touches you in some way. If you 

attend a meeting and decide this is not for you, 

that is ok, but at least give us a chance. 

June's puzzle: "Margie, who was just learning to 

drive, went in the wrong direction of a one-way 

street. She did not break the law. Why?" Answer: 

She was walking. 

July's puzzle: "How much dirt is in a hole nine 

feet deep with a diameter of three feet?" 

 

      Cokesbury United         

      Methodist Women       

     Upcoming UMW Events: 
 

Reminder:  There are no Circle meetings in July 

or August. 

 Monday, July 8, 7 p.m.:  Cokesbury  

UMW/UMM have their annual Ice Cream 

Social, in the fellowship hall.  Men provide 

the ice cream, women provide the toppings, 

etc.  Also, plan to bring donations of jars of 

peanut butter, or jelly, to be given to the 

food ministry at Rising Hope UMMC.  Plan 

to come and enjoy the fellowship and ice 

cream! 

 September 14 (Saturday):  Spiritual Life 

Event for women in the Alexandria District.  

Where:  Sudley UMC.  Coordinator, Mary 

Wright (Spiritual Growth Coordinator for 

District UMW).  Contact Mary for details.  

This annual event is open to all women and 

the dynamic and inspirational speaker is 

Reverend Jan Prentace. 

 If you are reading books through the UMW 

Reading Program, write down the names of 

those books, and give the information to 

Cynthia Rohlfs by August1.  The 

information is then turned in to the District 

UMW Coordinator of Education and 

Interpretation, and the recognitions are given 

at UMW District Day (October 5, at 

Lincolnia UMC). 

 Sept. 28:  UMW works at the Flea Market. 

UMW information is available at 

www.novaumc.org (Alexandria District 

UMW) and at www.vaumw.org (Virginia 

Conference UMW).    

tel:%28703-606-6804
tel:%28703-730-0448
http://www.novaumc.org/
http://www.vaumw.org/
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My Top Ten Reasons  

Why I Love This Church 

By Pastor Russ Urban 

#10:  Where else can you find so many men 

willing to work.  Only problem is it takes 10 men 

to change a light bulb: 

1 to determine that a new light bulb is needed. 

1 to develop a plan to change the light bulb. 

1 to worry that the plan won’t work. 

1 to make the coffee, which no one drinks. 

3 to decide how to best set up the ladder. 

1 to climb the ladder. 

1 to get the bulb to the person who                   

climbed  the ladder. 

And 1 to determine that the job is a                   

success. 

#9:  Where else can you go to a potluck and find 

more desserts than main courses and side dishes.  

(And this is our over-50 age group, who should be 

eating sensibly.) 

#8:  Where else can you go and have fudge be its 

own food group. 

#7:  Where else can I count on getting a piece of 

homemade coffee cake every Sunday morning. 

#6:  Where else can you call on Mary or Marian 

and half  the women will answer, and if you call 

on Bunny or Peggy the other half will respond. 

#5:  Why I love this church… When other 

churches say “bring us your trash,” they are 

talking about your sins and forgiveness.  But, we 

really mean your garbage… your old cell phones, 

your old computers, your worn out batteries, the 

rings off your soda cans, used postage stamps, box 

tops, expired coupons, your cardboard, and your 

cans, but only those aluminum cans processed to 

exacting specifications.  Then, we call it recycling 

and use it for ministry. 

#4:  Just when you get used to your regularly 

scheduled worship time, it changes to 10:30. 

#3:  Why I love this church, when someone refers 

to the conference room, you know they really 

mean the copier room; and when they say the 

choir room, they really mean the storage room;  

 

and the door to the elevator says “storage room.”  

(Is the elevator really that slow?) 

#2:  Where else can the pastor talk to you like you 

are a 4 year old, and get away with it by calling it 

children’s time. 

#1:  And the number one reason why I love this 

church… Where else can you get a hot dog for 

breakfast every Saturday from April to November.  

Thank you, Flea Market! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Louise Young, Education Chair 

If ever you felt you would be willing to help with 

the nursery, but didn’t want to miss the service, 

your time has come! 

There is now a speaker in the nursery so you may 

enjoy the church service while helping with a vital 

ministry in the church, which is the nursery.   

Many willing workers spread the work and lighten 

the load.  Please contact the nursery coordinator, 

Jenny Carter at 703-220-4494 or Louise Young, 

703-494-5749, or the church office at 703-494-

5400, to indicate your willingness to serve. 

 

 

Mark your calendar for 

the weekend of August 

24th and 25th.  Cokes-

bury will celebrate its   

54th anniversary with 

praise music and an ice 

cream social on 

Saturday, August 24, and a potluck luncheon on 

Sunday, August 25.  There will be a guest speaker, 

Reverend John Chadsey, former pastor of 

Cokesbury.  We are hoping to see some former 

members return for the celebration.   
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 1 Melanie Westog 

  Barbara Matthews 

  Paige Fortenberry 

  Pia James 

  Rebecca Kinson 

  Terry O'Brien 

  William Amponsah, Jr. 

 2 Mike Eland 

  Roshier Bailey 

  Jenny Carter 

 3 Maurice Patrick 

 5 Mary Beth Patane 

  Linda Irby 

  Joshua Garrett 

  Patrick Elliott 

  Donna Motley 

 6 Amanda Kinson 

  Don McCormick 

 9 Winston Gilmore 

  Conal D’Auitolo 

 10 Musu Gueh 

 12 Jeffrey Ash 

 13 Patsy Armentrout 

  Kimberly Kerton 

 14 Victoria Adjei 

  Jennifer Garcia 

 16 Sean Stead 

  Keenan Carter, Jr. 

 17 Olisa Jeffries 

  Brent Simensen 

 18 Edna Plancon 

 20 Tanya Elliott 

 22 Kyle Kornieck 

 23 Andrea Haman 

 25 Leta Deyerle 

  Sarah Behan 

 26 Bruce Magruder 

  Christi Brisbane 

 27 Jared Williams 

 28 Rebecca Obeng 

  Linda Alvey 

  David Birk 

 30 Mary Jewell 

 

 

   

   
       

 

 

 

 4 Melanie & Walter Blair 

 8 Peggy & Al Embrey 

  Valli & Mike Cowan 

 13 Susan Ettenson & Glenn Vinson 

 19 Genevieve & Eugene Shingler 

 21 Pam & Jim Herin 

 23 Kimberly & Kenneth Kerton 

 24  Geraldine & Alexander Berry 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ACTS Food 

Pantry 
“Suggested” foods for ACTS in July are canned 

meats, tuna, and canned spaghetti.  Kids Fest 

contributed 140 lbs.  Please remember the 

hungry when you come to worship. 

 

Thank You 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J 

U 

L 

Y 

To my dear friends at Cokesbury Choir, 

Thank you for all your prayers, love, and 

support during this difficult time.  We would 

also like to thank you for the beautiful flowers 

at the memorial service.  Thanks to all who 

generously contributed food for the luncheon.  

You all are like family.  God bless you all! 

During a time like this we learn how much our 

friends really mean to us.  

Your expression of sympathy will always be 

treasured. 

                  The family of Glenn W. Wirick 
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My Banner is Clear 

This was reportedly found among the papers of a 

young African pastor after he was martyred in 

Zimbabwe. 

“My face is set. My gait is fast. My goal is 

heaven. My road may be narrow, my way rough 

and my companions few, but my Guide is reliable 

and my mission is clear.  

“I will not be bought, compromised, detoured, 

lured away, turned back, deluded or delayed.  

“I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice or hesitate 

in the presence of the adversary. I will not 

negotiate at the table of the enemy, pander at the 

pool of popularity or meander in the maze of 

mediocrity.  

“I won’t give up, shut up or let up until I have 

stayed up, stored up, prayed up, paid up and 

spoken up for the cause of Christ.  

“I am a disciple of Jesus. I must go until he 

comes, give until I drop, preach until all know and 

work until he stops me. And when he does come 

for his own, he’ll have no problems recognizing 

me. My banner will be clear!” 

 

A Child’s Dream Times Twenty 

By Paula Simensen 

It is that time of year again!  Cokesbury UMC 

Missions & Outreach Committee is proudly 

sponsoring our annual “A Child’s Dream Times 

Twenty” Camp Highroad Scholarship Program. 

Camp Highroad Christian Adventure Camp has 

posted its 2013 schedule and I encourage you to 

visit their website to learn more about Camp 

Highroad:  www.camphighroad.org. 

Please contact Paula Simensen at 703-338-6119 

or pasimensen@abelsupply.com if you would 

like to learn more about Camp Highroad or the 

Scholarship Program. 

 

 

 

 

 

By Louise Young, Education Chair 

We are truly blessed to have the children’s church 

led by the excited, energized, and inspiring Jarlene 

Phelps.   

We need you to help her.  She needs more adults 

to work with her because of the sheer number, 

wide age span, and various age-related needs so 

no child feels their needs are not met. 

Jarlene works out all the lesson plans and provides 

it to those willing to help – but she can’t be with 

all ages at the same time.  This also brings the 

point home about how imperative it is to have 

nursery workers, at least during that extended 

children’s time.  

If you can help with the children during the 

church service on an occasional basis, please call 

the church office at 703-494-5400. 

 

CDRB Night, Potomac Nationals 

July 18, 7:00 p.m. 

By Dave Woodman 

We have arranged for 

Coldwell Banker Residential 

Brokerage to be one of the sponsors for the next 

Community Night at Pfitzner Stadium right down 

from our office.  I will have a large block of 

grandstand tickets to be used by you, your 

families and friends, and anyone else you can 

think of !!!  THEY ARE FREE TICKETS!  This 

is a great reason to talk to all and offer the tickets.  

If you want to get voucher tickets for food and 

drinks, please let me know because the number of 

vouchers will determine the costs.   

A voucher includes a hot dog, bag of chips and a 

drink.  The cost at this point is $6.50 per voucher.  

CDRB will be recognized several times by the 

“PA” announcer during the game.  The more 

people the better, so just let me know how many 

tickets you will need.  There may be a cost for 

parking.  

http://www.camphighroad.org/
mailto:pasimensen@abelsupply.com
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United Methodist Women’s Reading 

Program:  One Outstanding Book 
 

By Mary Seltzer 

As a member of the UM Women (UMW), I have 

been participating in their Reading Program, a 

study opportunity that is meant to lead to action. 

So far, I have read 9 books from the 2013 UMW 

Reading List. One of these books that has made a 

great impact on me and one that I cannot stop 

thinking about is: Outcasts United: A Refugee 

Team, an American Town, and One Woman’s 

Quest to Make a Difference by Warren St. John.  

Outcasts United is a stunning real-life story that 

happened, and is still happening, in Clarkston, 

Georgia, near Atlanta. Clarkston was designated 

as one of the many USA refugee settlement 

centers, which are the first American home for 

families in flight from the world’s war zones such 

as Iraq, Congo, Sudan, Kosovo, Liberia, Bosnia, 

Afghanistan to name a few. Thousands have been 

brought to Clarkston from all over the world. 

Many who come here have lived in refugee camps 

for years and some children had even seen their 

parents killed or raped or they themselves 

conscripted as child soldiers.  

Luma, a soccer coach, presents a stirring lesson on 

the power of one person to transform the lives of 

many - not just refugees, but a whole American 

town also. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 the  

 

 

Luma started playing street soccer with refugee 

boys in parking lots, which led to starting 

soccerteams with players initially from 28 

countries.  She learned that some of  these 13-14 

year old boys had been in refugee camps for a long 

time and never had any schooling.  So she devoted 

part of soccer practice time to tutoring and 

learning. Many times she used her own money to 

help the refugee families. 

Warren St. John, the author, is a New York Times 

reporter. After hearing about Luma’s work with 

the refugees, he moved to Atlanta for awhile to 
interview, observe and write.  He wrote three articles 

for the New York Times plus this book, Outcasts 

United, detailing how this incredible woman not 

only coaches but also mentors, mothers, and 

inspires.  He presents Luma as a woman with tough 

love, a fiery determination and an example to 

emulate.  

After Outcasts United was published in 2009, 

donations, large and small, started coming in to 

support the soccer teams. A bus was received and 

Nike provided equipment and uniforms. Presently 
Luma has a tutoring center in rental space for about 
50 kids---girls and boys.  Recently 19 acres of 

foreclosed land were purchased and Luma is now 

fundraising $10 million to build a tutoring center 

and soccer facility for 500 refugee children, within 

walking distance of Clarkston. 

Outcasts United: A Refugee Team, an American 

Town, by Warren St. John is in the Prince William 

County library. This book is an eye-opener and 

unforgettable. 

 

 
 
 

The service opportunity for June in Children's Worship was tying knots in gleaning bags, for 

which Cokesbury has guaranteed 5,000 to the Society for St. Andrew. On Sunday, June 16, 

kids age 4 to 15 tied 508 bags! 
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Prayer Shawls 
By Joe Greene 

Please make for me a prayer shawl if someone 

doesn’t mind. 

I’d ask for it in pink, if you really have the time. 

Something bright to cheer me up when I begin to 

feel so blue, 

If you take the time to make it, may God’s grace 

be placed on you. 

Sometimes it’s a sad occasion but I’ve always a 

reason why, 

The shawl will provide some comfort when I feel 

the need to cry, 

Your shawls are made from love and always with 

thoughtful care,  

Something you love to do, what a wonderful talent 

you share. 

Sometimes you give a shawl without a written 

request, 

Somehow it’s known to you, a life just needs to be 

blessed. 

So, Lord, I ask for blessings for what these ladies 

have done, 

Some shawls and throws are finished, others have 

just begun. 
 

Bless me and other recipients and may we always 

know, 

That from every skein of yarn comes a beautiful 

shawl or throw. 

I’ll cherish this gift forever, and will think of you 

often too, 

A group of talented comforters – a prayer I’ll say 

for you. 

Dedicated to your glory are the shawls presented 

today, 

Think not of yourselves – give unto others is what 

we hear you say. 

No thanks is ever requested – God’s grace is what 

you receive, 

You wonderful ladies of Cokesbury – true 

ministry one must believe. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Moment – Easter Thank You 
Presented by Barbara Wagner 

As many of you remember, in March I brought 

Easter cards to church for you to sign.  I took them 

home, addressed and mailed them, and today my 

mission moment is not going to be my words, but 

the words of Clara Biswas, one of the missionaries 

who received an Easter card from us.  Clara is a 

VA Conference Missionary working for the 

General Board of Global Ministries with the Street 

Children Ministry in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 

“We have received bountiful blessings from God 

through your kind and generous hearts… Christian 

presence is needed to uplift the quality of life for 

these less fortunate street children and their 

families.  

“At the beginning of 2013, we made new plans 

and strategies for our programs, like teaching our 

staff about policies on child protection and to 

include it in our programs for the kids because 

child trafficking is also an issue here.  We really 

feel so bad about abuse of children here because 

of poverty.  Our UMC presence is very important 

to help protect the children. 

“…With your help, we can do many things. 

“The Easter message of resurrection must still be 

preached amongst us.  …Resurrection is not a 

story of the old, it is still happening today.  I feel 

the children of Cambodia needs Jesus in their lives 

and we have to be Jesus for them: to love them 

and care for them.” 

“My friends, let us not be weary in helping others 

because your hands are reaching out to these less 

privileged and less fortunate ones.  They are the 

hands of God. 

“Words are not enough to express happiness and 

joy of these children as they receive your love.  

May God continue to sustain us with love and 

devotion as we stand with them and share with 

their pains of poverty and helplessness?  You help 

concretize God’s love to them.  Let us continue to 

help Cambodia.  The people need us. 

“Very truly yours, 

Clara Mridula Biswas 

GBGM. UMC, Street Children Ministry”
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Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at the 11 AM service. 
The 11 AM worship service features a children’s worship 

for elementary  school aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM  
(for children, youth, and adults) 

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship 
service that day begins at 10:30 AM, and there is no 

Sunday School. 

For more information: 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us 

 

 

 

 

The Colonnade  
Editor: Bunny Mahar 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 20
th

 

of each month for the next month’s edition. 

Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to: office@cokesburyumc.us 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cokesbury United Methodist Church

UMM/W Ice Cream Social:  7/8 July 2013 UMM at Rising Hope:  7/12
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
6:00 Prayer Group

2
7:00 Finance

3 4
7:00 IPDC

5
7:00 IPDC

6
6:00-2:00 Flea Market

(Finance/Family Care)
10:00  Recovery, Inc.
2:30  UMM to Envoy

7
8:30 & 11:00  Worship
12:15  Helping Hands

Meeting/Potluck
1:30  IPDC

8
6:00 Prayer Group
7:00 UMW/UMM

Ice Cream Social

9 10
10:00 Prayer Shawls

11
6:00 Lord’s Table
7:00 IPDC

12
11:00 UMM to

Rising Hope
7:00 IPDC

13
6:00-2:00 Flea Market

(UM Men)
10:00  Recovery, Inc.

14
8:30 & 11:00  Worship
12:15 Missions &

Outreach
12:15 HH to Riverside

Dinner Theatre
1:30 IPDC

15
6:00 Prayer Group

16 17 18
7:00 IPDC

19
7:00 IPDC

20
6:00-2:00 Flea Market

(Missions & Outreach)
10:00  Recovery, Inc.

Colonnade Deadline

21
8:30 & 11:00  Worship
1:30  IPDC

22
6:00 Prayer Group

23 24
10:00 Prayer Shawls

25 26
7:00 IPDC

27
6:00-2:00 Flea Market

(Volunteers Needed)
10:00  Recovery, Inc.
2:00 HH Fun Day

28
8:30 & 11:00  Worship
1:30  IPDC

29
6:00 Prayer Group

30 31

6:00 to 10:00 p.m.  IPDC’s Summer Camp


