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54 Years of Ministry 
   By Bunny Mahar 

The picture that you see here is the steeple on Cokesbury church, 

personally built by founding member Olin Bockes and his son many 

years ago.  There were many people who took part in founding this 

new church in 1959 and who contributed to its success in the building 

and updates over the years, as well as the hundreds of programs of 

ministry to our own congregation and the Woodbridge community. 
 

Because of the importance of the folks before us and the ones who 

have subsequently been a part of this place of worship, we will mark 

54 years of Cokesbury serving Christ and the community at our 

Founders’ Day celebration on August 24 and 25.   
 

Beginning on Saturday evening, August 24, at 6:00, we will share a 

good time at an ice cream social in the fellowship hall being hosted by 

Helping Hands, with music by our praise band.  There will be lots of 

ice cream treats and time to fellowship. 

On Sunday, August 25, it will be a special worship service led by Pastor Nelson with Reverend John 

Chadsey delivering the message.  Reverend Chadsey was pastor here at Cokesbury from 1983-1987.  

During that time, the church had a vigorous youth program that included retreats, mission trips to 

Appalachia, and wonderful friendships.  We are hopeful that some of those youth will attend our 

celebration.   

During Rev. Chadsey’s tenure, the “new” sanctuary was built.  The original sanctuary was in the 

fellowship hall.  It was a big project and one that has greatly improved the worship experience here at 

Cokesbury.  In addition to a more fitting and comfortable worship area, it opened up space for our Bible 

studies, meetings, Sunday school, and social occasions, such as potluck.  It was a time of hard work and 

inconvenience for many but has proved to be of great significance. 

There will be only one service on Sunday at 10:30 a.m., after which there will be a potluck luncheon.  

What a great time to meet and greet old friends.  Please bring a main dish and a side, salad or dessert to 

accommodate the large crowd and visitors.  There will be a short program of music between the service 

and the luncheon, so you are asked to remain in your seats so that the committee may ready the luncheon 

feast.   
 

We are excited about getting together with old friends and sharing the spiritual message by Reverend 

Chadsey.     We hope you will all come and participate in the celebration. 

 

Did you know...The name "Cokesbury" is derived from combining the last names of the first two 

Methodist bishops, Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury. They were elected at the Organizational 

Conference of the Methodist Church in Baltimore in 1784. This historic conference is now known as the 

"Christmas Conference." 
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Greetings in the Name of Jesus the Christ! 

It is so hard do to believe I have just celebrated and shared four Sundays and/or weeks with the 

Cokesbury United Methodist Church so far.   

It has been a wonderful time for me and I hope for you as well. 

During this time I have worshipped through the Sacraments of Holy Communion and Baptism; 

preaching and Bible teaching, leading worship with lay liturgists; attended meetings; fellowshipped and 

dined sufficiently; oriented to the facility; observed ministries of outreach, witness, and nurture; and 

gave God thanks for God’s grace being in my life, your lives and in God’s church.  This is to identify 

just a few things thus far.  As God’s goodness has been given so far I welcome God bestowing more 

blessings and grace upon us. 

Thank you for your warm welcome and assistance thus far!  I am learning my way around Cokesbury 

United Methodist Church and it has been a fantastic learning curve for me.  I hope it has been a smooth 

transition for you too. 

In the United Methodist Church you are appointed to a ministry for a year at a time, thus, it is an annual 

appointment.  I look forward to being with you for this time and more, as we do the ministry of Jesus 

Christ through- 

 Proclaiming God’s Word 

 The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 The Sacrament of Baptism 

 Divine Worship 

 The fellowship of believers in Jesus Christ 

 The ministries of nurture, witness, and nurture 

 The ministries of administration 

 Pastoral Ministries 

 Share in the means of grace 

These are just a few to be named at this time, as I will be adding to the list as I share in ministry with 

you.  I invite you to think about the ministries of Cokesbury United Methodist Church where God’s 

grace and love flows through us and  then our  list of ministries will grow for us to  thank God  more! 

It is a joy to share in God’s, ministry, Church and people who compose the distinguished Cokesbury 

United Methodist Church! 

Pastor Clyde 

 

"And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose." (Romans 8:28) 
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Helping Hands Update 
 

By Bunny Mahar 

Helping Hands, our older adult ministry for those 

over 50, has been very active.  The last meeting 

held was on July 7th. We were happy to extend a 
welcome to Pastor Nelson and his mother, Mildred 
Nelson, to our meeting and our always- delicious 

potluck lunch. 

On May 18th, members had a good time at a 50’s 

party with decorations, memorabilia, music, 

dancing and costumes.  The meal was a typical 

home-style meal of the time. Everybody had a     

lot of fun. 

A very successful flea market endeavor on June 

15th added dollars to the treasury.  Having done   

so well, members agreed to contribute $600 to    

the new computer required for the pastor’s office 

and also made a contribution to SPRC, host of     

the reception for the new pastor. 

Members attended a rousing performance of 

“Ring of Fire,” a musical about Johnny Cash, at 

the Riverside Dinner Theatre on July 14.  It was 

delightful. 

Once again, Helping Hands will host the flea 

market on September 21st.  There will also be       

a bake sale which is always well received.  The 

favorite last time was bread – white bread, banana 

bread, zucchini bread, and pumpkin bread.  

Cookies are always a favorite too. 

With Founders’ Day coming up on 24 & 25 August, 
Helping Hands has given up its annual ice cream 

social in order to host an ice cream social on 

Saturday, August 24.  The evening will be shared by 

the church’s praise band and is an invitation to the 

entire congregation, as well as former members.  

As preparations are made, you may be asked to 

bring one of the toppings for the social.  Please   

be willing to help us make it a great success. 

There will also be a special service and potluck on 

Sunday, August 25, to celebrate Cokesbury’s 54 

years here in Woodbridge serving the community.  

We hope to see everybody there.  Please bring a 

generous dish to share as there may be a large 

number of visitors. 

Next Helping Hands meeting will be Sunday, 

September 1st.   

 

Money Matters 
 

By Mary Seltzer, Church Council Chair 
 

Time changes and so does the United Methodist 

Church! The General Council of Finance and 

Administration (GCFA) of the United Methodist 

Church has recently created UMCmarket, with   

the goal of helping local churches generate non-

traditional revenue streams. 

The UMCmarket program is an online tool that 

creates micro-donations that go to local churches 
without any cost to the church.  GCFA has partnered 
with over one thousand stores, like Amazon.com, 

Sears, Wal-Mart, Best Buy, 123Inkjets, Petco etc., 

which donate 1% to 9% of our purchase prices to 

Cokesbury UMC, plus the travel sites donate up to 

15%.  For example, Petco donates 6%. 

I wondered, “How does this work?”  So, since I 

needed some supplement refills, I signed up for    

an UMCmarket membership, which is free and 

fast.  Then clicked on stores and then 

Amazon.com.  The supplements were less in price 

than locally;    I got free shipping when I chose 

standard shipping, and I didn’t need to pay sales 

tax or gasoline money; so I definitely saved 

money on this purchase!  AND, an equivalent of 

4.5% of my purchase will be donated and 

forthcoming to Cokesbury UMC! 

How to Join UMCmarket 

Go to www.UMCmarket.org. 

Click on Join or the How it Works Video and 

follow instructions. 

(The only frustrating part in joining was finding 

the correct Cokesbury UMC.  There are a number 

in the United States, so be careful to choose 

“Cokesbury Woodbridge, VA”). To have micro 

donations made to Cokesbury UMC from your 

online purchases, you will need to log in on 

UMCmarket first and choose your store or 

Download the UMCmarket browser. 

By slightly changing our purchasing behaviors, 

we can make a difference in CokesburyUMC’s 

ministry and financial stability. 

… whoever gathers money little by little makes it 

grow.  Proverbs 13:11b   (NIV)  

http://www.umcmarket.org/
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     God & Zombies  
(from UMC Foundation eNewsletter) 
 

Our society seems to be obsessed with 

zombies.  Historically, tales of zombies 

were told in reaction to grave-robbing 

and the use of lead drinking cups.  

Lead poisoning would frequently place 

an individual in a state of shock and 

paralysis that was mistaken for death. 

Without a coffin in a shallow grave, the undead 

would pop up out of the dirt disoriented and 

stumbling around.  In fact the phrase “dead ringer” 

originated from wealthy families placing a bell   on 

the tombstone with a string attached to the inside of 

the coffin.  Many families held a vigil   at the grave 

of their loved ones hoping they would be “saved by 

the bell” or a “dead ringer” of their dearly departed. 

Lately there seems to be a demand for zombie 

movies, books, and games.  Why are we so 

fascinated by zombies?  

According to popular lore, zombies come back to 

life with an insatiable desire to consume anything 

and everything.  They have a raw appetite that 

hungers but is never satiated. 

But want is all it is.  They don’t need to consume to 

“live.”  They don’t die again if they don’t eat.  They 

just continue to shuffle and want. 

Why do they want so mercilessly?  They want so 

badly because they are without life, missing their 

heart, soul, and mind. They cannot think or feel, 

laugh or cry.  So all that is left to a zombie is want. 

Could it be that we are so engaged with zombies 

because we can identify with the want, and seldom 

feel there is something out there that can satisfy our 

desire? 

Many of us feel empty inside.  We are driven to  

fill our nothing with something – wealth, fame, 

expensive cars, children, drugs, sex.  Unfortunately, 

like the zombies, the desire is never satisfied. 

So we watch zombie movies, tv shows, and read 

zombie books, perhaps looking for a cure to the 

zombie in all of us.  Rarely is there one offered.  

Things always go from bad to worse in the zombie 

stories because there is no one to show us the way 

out.  God is missing from the scene or doesn’t seem 

to care.  Eventually everyone is devoured by the 

“zombie desire.” 

Thankfully God is present.  It is in God’s love   for 

us, God’s desire for us, that we find out we are 

somebody.  We don’t have to live with the 

emptiness or constant desire to consume!  We have 

God whose Sprit is with us, in us, and around us.  If 

we only take heed to Jesus admonishment, “Do not 

fear, only believe.” (Mark 5-:36) 

From United Methodist Church Foundation Team: 

Rhodes Logan, Director of Development 

Andrew Jordan, Development Assistant 

Teresa Suarez, Donor Services Coordinator 

 
 

The Lord’s Table 

By Linda Alvey 

I would like thank everyone who helped with the 

Lord's Table to make it a success.  Although the 

count was lower than usual, low 30's....we were 

prepared to feed 50 to 60.  When planning the 

meal for the Lord's Table, I call and ask what the 

count has been in the prior weeks and ask their 

opinion on how many to plan to serve.  The next 

Lord's Table will be September 5th. I am thinking 

about purchasing pizza to serve. I will still have a 

sign-up sheet for salad, drinks, etc.  If you would 

like to donate towards the purchase of the pizzas, 
please indicate on your check or envelope Missions 
and Outreach-Lord's Table.  Depending on how 

many are anticipated for dinner, the cost for pizzas 

could be around $100.  Any donations to offset the 

cost will be appreciated. 

     Moving on to Campbell's Labels and Box 

Tops for Education.  Thank you to everyone who 

dropped labels and box tops in the box in the 

narthex.  I will be turning over 296 box tops to 

Featherstone Elementary, which turns into $29.60.  

I will be mailing 339 labels for education to the 

Henry Fork Service Center.  Great job and please 

continue to turn in labels and box tops.   

     A couple of reminders when clipping labels 

and box tops.  With the labels, try to get the bar 

code on the Campbell's Labels for Education.  

Please do not cut the small logo out and turn the 

piece in.  Turn in as much as possible of the bar 

code.  If you are unsure, please turn in the whole 

label and I will cut what is needed.  Please be 

careful when cutting the box tops that you don't 

cut the expiration date off.  In addition, I had lots 

of box tops that expired.  When you purchase 

products with box tops, you might take a look and 

see if it is close to expiring.  If it is and it is 

possible to remove, you might want to go ahead 

and cut the box top off and turn in to the church. 
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 1 Jaclyn McCormick 

  Steve Herin 

  George Johnson 

  Kevin Kornieck 

 2 Deborah Stead 

 3 Juanita Brown 

  Peggy Embrey 

 7 Winnie Chiweshe 

 9 Cheryl Yoho 

 10 Louise Gallucci 

 11 Prince Amponsah 

  Dave Woodman 

 20 Hazel Alvarado 

  Mabel Obeng 

  Patrick Duah 

 21 Krista Kmety 

 22 Kelly Rodriguez 

 23 Esther Addy 

  Preston Elliott 

 24 Emmett Wright 

  Darlene Seyler 

 25 Anna Callender 

  Robert Gallucci 

 27 William Burkett 

  Barbara Woods 

 28 Rose Palmer 

  Audrey Agyin 

 29 Melanie Blair 

  Erin Deyerle  

 
  

 ACTS Food 

Pantry 
Thanks for remembering the 

hungry when you come to 

worship.  Suggested foods for ACTS in August 

are breakfast items: cereal, oatmeal, breakfast 

bars, Pop Tarts. etc.  

Students and helpers at Vacation Bible School 

contributed 186.48 pounds of food for the ACTS 

food pantry. 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

  

 

 1 Norma & Joe Burnette 

 3 Mary Jane & Harry Fizer 

 4 Leanne & Michael Gribik 

 7 Angela & John Obeng 

 9 Rita & George Johnson 

  Alyssa & Chris Drye 

 15 Barbara & Ed Horne 

  Shirley & John Watjen 

 17 Nema & Christopher Bickersteth 

 19 Doris Price & Steven Ash 

 25 Connie & Patrick Dutton 

 27 Debra & William Clark 

  Peggy & Kyle Keen 

 29 Peggy & Don Dorton 
 

  

 

Nominations and Lay Leadership 

Development Committee 

It is time to think about church leadership for 

2014 and beyond.  To begin the process, 

members of the Nominations and Leadership 

Development Committee will meet on 

Thursdays, August 1 and August 15 at 7:00 p.m.  

The process must be completed before the 

Charge Conference in October 2013. 

Members of this committee are:  Michael 

Obeng, Melanie Blair, Peggy Embrey, John 

Jewell, Louise Young, Patsy Armentrout, Becky 

Ash, Mary Jane Fizer, and Mary Wright. 

Please prayerfully consider participating in the 

ministry of the church.  If you are offered a 

position of leadership here at Cokesbury, we 

hope you will accept. 

  

A

U

G

U

S

T 
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Mission Moment 

Church Finances 

Presented by Rick Clark, Treasurer 

As church treasurer, I wanted to take some time to 

talk about church finances.   We are a little more 

than halfway through the year, and I wanted to 

give you an update on our financial condition. 

Each year the finance committee creates a budget 

for the general fund of the church that it submits 

for approval to the Church Council.  It is based 

upon costs that we know, such as salaries, appor-

tionments, and taxes.  We also use historical date 

to come up with budgets for utilities, property 

repair, and other items required for the day-to-day 

running of a church.  We try to stay realistic and 

conservative in budgeting each line. 

For revenue, we review all the different revenue 

the church receives.  This includes your tithes and 

offering, rent of the church building, interest pay-

ments on escrow accounts, and money from the 

flea market.  As good stewards of the church’s 
money, we try to be very conservative in estimating 

revenue and try to base it on the best information 

possible and not what we hope we can bring in.  

Our budget for offerings is based on pledge cards 

we receive during our stewardship drive and the 

church’s history of giving. 

So far this year we have done a good job of 

controlling expenses.  A thanks goes out to the 

committee chairs who kept their expenses to what 

is truly needed.  Luckily we have seen no major 

unseen expenses to tax the budget. 

The flea market has been doing very well and 

looks to easily exceed the budgeted revenue for 

the general fund. 

Through special offerings not in the general 

budget, we have been able to provide $6,500       

in benevolence help through the pastor’s 

discretionary fund and $1500 to special Sunday 

offerings. 

Through six months we are lagging behind in our 

tithes and offerings.  We are currently $3,800 

below budget in offering.  Historically the church 

has had better performance in giving in the second 

half of the year, but if we repeat the first six months, 

we will end the year $7,600 short in offerings. 

 

 

As a church, we worked extremely hard in recent 

years to become financially sound through our 

get-out-of-debt and stay-out-of –debt campaigns 

to the point where we operated in the black and 

built up a contingency fund for unexpected 

expenses.  I am confident that, as a church family, 

we will end the year in the black and continue to 

be good stewards of God’s money. 

 

United Methodist Women      
Vice Pres. Mary V. Wright 

 
Hope you all have been enjoying this summer and 

staying cool as possible.   Ladies, I encourage you 

to subscribe to the UMW magazine “response” or 

share a subscription with another UMW member. 

In the May issue an article by Mr. Paul Jeffery 

“Who are the Roma?”  features multiple stories on 

this disenfranchised group of people simply 

expecting and deserving equal treatment as equally 

beloved children of God.  I mention this because   

I will be attending the School of Christian Mission 

(Mission Encounter) at Blackstone, July 26 thru 

the 28th and the year’s geographic study is “The 

Roma of Europe.”  If anyone is interested in 

learning more about the “Roma” I will be happy 

to share.  

We will be collecting peanut butter and jelly 

throughout the entire month of August for Rising 

Hope. 

Also, if you have been participating in the UMW 

Reading Program, please turn in your completed 

list categories and numbers to Cynthia Rohlfs by 

September 3, 2013. We will resume meeting on 

the second Monday, September 9 - Ruth Circle at 

1:00 p.m. in conference room (our usual place) 

and Evening Circle at 7:00 p.m.  The program will 

be “World Thank Offering,” presented by Mary 

Wright. 

The Alexandria District Spiritual Life Event will 

be hosted by Sudley UMC, 5308 Sudley Road,  

Manassas, September 14, 2013.  9:00 a.m.-2:00 

p.m.  The cost is $15.00; lunch is included. 

Reverend Jan Prentace from Roberts Memorial 

UMC in Alexandria is our guest speaker, “Plug 

into the Power,” continuing Bishop’s theme for 

the year. “Lord Teach Us to Pray.”  
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By Jarlene Phelps 

Mission Opportunity 

The Mission and Outreach committee has been 

asked to make cloth dolls, of ethnic diversity, 

that are used in therapy at SAVAS.  Previously 

these dolls were bought in pre-made kits but    

the company has gone out of business. This 

mission activity is just getting started.  Look     

for additional information in the bulletin or 

contact Helen Azzano.  Sexual Assault Victims 

Advocacy Service (SAVAS) is the Sexual 

Assault Crisis Center for Prince William County, 

Manassas City, and Manassas Park, Virginia. 

SAVAS serves both the English- and Spanish-

speaking communities. All services are provided 

at no cost to all victims of sexual assault and 

their loved ones.  

SAVAS was founded in 1983 as a private non-

profit agency dedicated to survivors of sexual 

assault, and to ending sexual assault in our 

community.  

Mission on the Move 

The orange mesh bags that Cokesbury cut and 

tied…5000+ will be transported to Society of St 

Andrew’s Winchester coordinator on August 4. 

Thank you Cokesbury Church for supporting 

this mission. Without bags, fields could not be 

gleaned for free produce for the poor. 

Mission Opportunity 

Mission and Outreach is planning a day trip to 

Winchester in the fall to glean apples. Gleaning 

opportunities are known on short notice as the 

farmers survey their produce.  Updates will be 

provided in the bulletin and in the narthex. A 

health form to include your last tetanus shot will 

be needed before going gleaning. Please contact 

Jarlene Phelps at jarlene@ameritech.net or 703-

851-6043. 

 

 

 

 

Choir News 
By Melissa Clark 

The choir may be taking a small summer break, 

but the music of the Lord never stops!!  If you 

would like to contribute a musical piece this 

summer, please contact me anytime. 

The choir will return to full practice on August 
21st at 7:00 p.m.  We will be singing on Founders’ 

Day, during the service and after, while the 

committee prepares the Founders’ Day meal. 

Anyone who would love to join the choir is 

welcome to join at anytime.  You do not have to 

read music or have any previous experience.  

All you need is the joy in your heart when you 

sing the praises of our Lord Jesus, anytime, 

anywhere! (571-247-4657) 

Amen! 

 

 

New Adventure for Wale Adekambi 

Wale will be attending school in Abuja, Nigeria 

and will be leaving this August.  Children’s 

Extended Session will be having a party for him 

on Sunday, August 11
th

.  Wale has been very 

active in Cokesbury – singing in children’s 

choir, men’s choir, acolyte, faithfully attending 

worship, and cheerfully participating in many 

service projects.  Please stop by after church to 

wish him well.  Let him know the prayers of 

Cokesbury are with him.  Children’s Extended 

Session will be a “pen pal” to him.  His updates 

will be posted in the classroom. 

 

 

  

mailto:jarlene@ameritech.net
tel:703-851-6043
tel:703-851-6043
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1259&bih=885&tbm=isch&tbnid=vyLZNX9soIe4_M:&imgrefurl=http://www.northpointcorona.org/ministries/missionsoutreach/&docid=gy2HLpxQ9RVsRM&imgurl=http://www.northpointcorona.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Missions-Outreach.jpg&w=873&h=200&ei=5vHvUYCeO8nlrgGAoICgDQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:25,s:0,i:165&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=72&tbnw=285&start=18&ndsp=23&tx=107&ty=43


“Loving others…as Christ first loved us” 

 

 

Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 1 AM 

Nursery available at the 11 AM service. 
The 11 AM worship service features a children’s worship 

for elementary school aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM  
(for children, youth, and adults) 

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship 
service that day begins at 10:30 AM, and there is no 

Sunday School. 

For more information: 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us 

 

 

 

 

The Colonnade  
Editor: Bunny Mahar 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 20
th

 

of each month for the next month’s edition. 

Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to: office@cokesburyumc.us 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cokesbury United Methodist Church

Ice Cream Social  August 24                       August 2013               Founders’ Day Service April 25 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

7:00 Lay Leadership Mtg
7:00 IPDC

2
7:00 IPDC

3
6:00-2:00 Flea Market
(Finance/Family Care)
10:00 Recovery Inc.
2:30 UM Men to Envoy

4
8:30/11:00 Worship
1:30-5:00 IPDC

5
6:00 Prayer Group

6
7:00 Finance Committee

7 8
7:00 IPDC

9
11:00 UM Men
   to Rising Hope
7:00 IPDC

10
6:00-2:00 Flea Market 
           (UM Men)
10:00 Recovery, Inc.

11
8:30/11:00 Worship
1:30-5:00 IPDC

12
1:00  UMW Ruth Circle
6:00 Prayer Group
7:00  UMM & UMW 
7:00 IPDC

13
7:00 Church Council

14
10:00 Prayer Shawls

15
7:00 Lay Leadership Mtg
7:00 IPDC

16
7:00  IPDC

17
6:00-2:00 Flea Market
(Missions & Outreach)
10:00 Recovery, Inc.

18
8:30/11:00 Worship
12:15  Missions & 

Outreach Comm.
1:30-5:00 IPDC

19
6:00 Prayer Group

20

Colonnade Deadline

21
7:00 Chancel Choir

22
7:00 IPDC

23
7:00  IPDC

24
6:00-2:00 Flea Market
          (UM Men)
10:00 Recovery Inc.
6:00-8:00 Ice Cream Social
    with Praise Band

25
10:30 Worship
(One service)
11:45 Potluck Luncheon
1:30-5:00 IPDC

26
6:00 Prayer Group

27 28
10:00 Prayer Shawls
7:00 Chancel Choir

29
7:00 IPDC

30
7:00 IPDC

31
6:00-2:00 Flea Market
(Missions & Outreach)
10:00 Recovery, Inc.


