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A Cokesbury Christmas 
By Bunny Mahar 

As always, Christmas at Cokesbury was beautiful and awesome.  There were all the usual aspects of the 

traditional Christmas but there were some new and wonderful surprises. 

Beginning with the Hanging of the Greens on the first Sunday of Advent, many members joined here at 

the church to do the decorating.  Before the labor began, the UM Men provided a Continental breakfast 

to provide the energy for the work ahead.  A short worship service, including Holy Communion, took 

place after the decorating was complete.  Those of us who weren’t up to the decorating were here in time 

to participate in worship.  The camaraderie was excellent and the Christmas spirit was evident!  Children 

spent their class time making Chrismons for the tree in the sanctuary.  Members of the congregation 

were asked to write prayers on colored papers and put them in clear ornaments to decorate the tree.  Add 

to all this the poinsettias we later received and the sight was amazing! 

On the 22
nd

 of December, the Chancel Choir presented their Christmas Cantata entitled “Did You Hear 

What I Hear?”  It was a beautiful program and received a standing ovation. The final song had the whole 

congregation tapping and clapping to the music.  Thanks to director Melissa Clark, accompanist Mary 

Jane Fizer, sound techs Donna Sapp and Louise Young, narrator Joe Greene, and the members of the 

choir, it was a memorable performance. 

On Christmas Eve, there were the traditional candlelight communion services at both 7:00 and 11:00.  

Surprise again – the children provided a puppet play entitled “Happy Birthday Jesus” at the 7:00 service.  

What a lot of hard work went into this!  They had learned their lines and sang their sings with incredible, 

marvelous enthusiasm.  To further inspire, the children served communion to the congregation in the 

pews – bread in baskets and juice in tiny glasses.  No bread was lost or drinks spilled.   It was an awe-

inspiring sight!  During the candlelight part of the service, children delivered candle light to the 

congregation (glow sticks to those under 5) and processed to the exit.  What a magnificent sight it all 

was.  (Thanks to Jarlene Phelps and her army of helpers, including parents, for the incredible message 

we received.) 

At 11:00 p.m., the Christmas Eve candlelight communion service was delivered by adults in the usual, 

breathtaking, traditional way.   

We hope that you were all able to share in some part of these special times here at Cokesbury to renew 

the message of Christmas in your heart. 
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State of the Church Report 
(Condensed from the Charge Conference Report, October 2013) 

Cokesbury UMC continues to be a church where one can experience friendly and meaningful worship, grow 

in one’s faith and discipleship, make lasting friendships and be in ministry to others.  The following provides 

an overview of Cokesbury’s ministries that touched the lives of an increasing number of people. 

- The average weekly attendance for 2013 was 135.5, a 4.5 person increase over last year to date. 

- A great strength is missions and outreach.  2013 apportionments are 100% paid. 

- About 30 small groups meet quarterly, monthly, bi-weekly or weekly with some taking the summer 

off.  We have averaged nine groups meeting per week : 

o Prayer Group, meets every week and prays for received concerns and for church. 

o Bible Study Groups – Children’s weekly worship, two concurrent Disciple classes as well as 

Advent and Lenten studies, adult and children VBS 

o Music Groups – Chancel Choir, Praise and Worship Team, Children’s Choir 

o Mission Groups – Missions and Outreach Commission, Envoy worship team, Rising Hope 

worship team, Homeless Shelter teams, Flea Market team, Lord’s Table team, Comforters 

and KiDS (children doing service projects). 

- Outstanding improvements in children’s programs.  

o Children’s worship time started GPS (Grow, Proclaim, Serve Curriculum) and KiDS 

(children learn about service). 

o Family Care had an Easter Bunny breakfast and egg hunt for children 

o Kids Fest in June, for our church and surrounding community. 

o Free Vacation Bible School, including non-member families.   

- Pastor Russ Urban was appointed to another parish of ministry and we welcomed Pastor Clyde 

Nelson as our new minister.  Staff Parish Relations Committee followed the UM Discipline and 

change was conducted with utmost professionalism. 

- Saturday Flea Market as an outreach to the community and also provided a substantial financial 

benefit to the church. 

- UM Youth, UM Men, UM Women and Helping Hands (older adults ministry) offer beneficial 

programs for the laity to grow spiritually, to connect socially and to be in ministry locally and 

globally. 

o Church building is well used.  Besides our church and all its meetings and services, the 

building is also used by a Iglesia Puerta Del Cielo which has many meetings and services 

also.  We also contribute meeting room to the Girl Scouts and Recovery, Inc. 

o Our church facility is well maintained by various church members who render their time and 

expertise, materials and other valuable services.  Included installation of a door-opening 

device for sanctuary front door and replacement of fellowship hall entrance and kitchen door. 

Despite the economic hardships that many have faced  these past years, Cokesbury is stable financially.  It is 

debt free and has a contingency and to absorb fluctuations of cash flow.  We are currently on track to end the 

year with our income exceeding our expenditures. 

We look forward to improving and strengthening our spiritual growth and discipleship in the years ahead, 

trusting the power of the Holy Spirit to work within us all. 

Joe Greene, Co-Lay Leader           Peggy Dorton, Co-Lay Leader         Mary Seltzer, Church Council Chair 
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Some New Names in 2014 

We begin a new year of service here at 

Cokesbury.  Though not new to us, there are 

some new names in positions of leadership.  To 

keep you informed of some changes in our 

roster of officers: 

Dave Woodman replaces Mary Seltzer as 

Council Chairperson 

Secretary to the Council will be Linda Irby 

replacing Gail Kornieck 

Emmett Wright replaces Joe Greene & Peggy 

Dorton as Lay Leader 

Missions & Outreach Committee will be led by 

Deirdre Dorsey replacing Helen Azzano 

Property Committee Chairperson will be Barb 

Firth to replace Robert Deyerle 

Nemata Bickersteth will replace Paula Simensen 

as Chairperson of the Staff and Parish Relations 

Committee. 

We greatly appreciate the hours of time and 

service provided by each of the outgoing leaders 

of the church, as well as those who will continue 

to serve in jobs they have already been doing.   

As well, we thank the new leaders for taking on 

the responsibilities that are required in these 

important positions of leadership.  We’re 

looking forward to a grand 2014!!  

 

 

 

 

 

J-CONNECTION! 
 

Cokesbury Congregation: As part  of our 

youth group collaboration with St. Paul and 

Ghana Wesley, Cokesbury has been assigned to 

provide snack type suppers to help distribute the 

snack supper responsibility.  Below is the 

schedule that provides our dates that are still 

open and snack suppers are needed.  We have 

been averaging 12-18 youth and leaders.   

 

 

Please let me know if any one (individual/ 

family/group) would be willing to provide meals 

for our meetings.  The meals do not need to be 

complicated – casseroles, pizza, fried chicken  

and subs are all welcome options.  I encourage 

any help you can provide with this part of our 

youth group as an additional way to support our 

youth and to be a part of our youth ministry.  

January meeting dates are Jan. 5 & Jan. 12, 

5:30-7:30 at St. Paul UMC.  On Jan. 18, from 

10:30 p.m. to 7 a.m., there will be a Bowling 

Lock-in & Rallies at Springfield UMC and 

Edsall Road Bowl America.   

Cokesbury Snack Supper Schedule: Jan. 12,  

Mar. 9, Mar. 30, May 4            

Please contact Paula Simensen Cokesbury 

Youth Coordinator at 703-338-6119 or email 

pasimensen@abelsupply.com if you have any 

questions.  Thanks everyone in advance for all 

of your encouragement and prayers for our 

youth and our youth ministry! 

 

 

Time-Tested Beauty Tips 

For attractive lips, speak words of kindness. 

For lovely eyes, seek out the good in people. 

For a slim figure, share your food with the 

hungry. 

For beautiful hair, let a child run his fingers 

through it once a day. 

For poise, walk with the knowledge you’ll never 

walk alone… 

People even more than things, can be restored, 

renewed, revived, reclaimed and redeemed.  

Never throw out anybody. 

Remember, if you ever need a helping hand, 

you’ll find one at the end of your arm. 

As you grow older, you will discover that you 

have two hands.  One for helping yourself, the 

other for helping others. 

                           - Sam Levenson 
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 2 Mark Young 

  John Baiden-Amissah 

  Nathaniel Lamptey 

 3 Ama Obeng  

 4 Jacqueline Elliott   

  Pearl Bickersteth 

 5 Terence Quay 

  Mike Cowan 

 6 Will Astore 

  Doreen Johnson 

  Naomi Shaw 

 9 Melanie Irby 

 10 Hannah Simensen 

 11 Rita Johnson  

 12 Eileen Moore 

  Kathryn Nelson 

 14 Joseph Elliott 

  Rennie Nsuase 

 15 Laura Ash 

 17 Wendy Lamptey 

  John Watjen 

 18 Patricia Cole 

  Roberta Deahl 

  Hunter Wertz 

  LaShanda Patrick 

  Sara Edmonds 

 19 Glenda Lawson 

  Richard Derr 

 22 Diane Haggart 

  Beatrice Quartey 

  Alexandria Westog 

 24 Peggy Dorton 

 25 Virginia Rodriguez 

 26 Heather Johnson 

 27 Michael Gribik 

  Keenan Carter 

 28 Greg Harper 

  Doreen Addison 

  Lee Stanford 

 29 Brent Fortenberry 

  Eric BeMiller 

  Karen Pierce 

 30 Kimora Fabien 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   2 Linda & Mike Alvey 

   14 Linda & Carl Ennis 

   19 Winnie & Chuck Hogan 

   Su & Bob Kucharuk 

   21 Donna & Roshier Bailey 

    30 Mary & Jack Jewell 

 

 

 

38th Annual Fruit Sale 
 

The Cokesbury UM Men continue 

their fresh fruit sales.  The deadline 

for the last order of red grapefruit, 

navel oranges, Honeybell tangelos and the variety 

pack is January 9.  Pickup dates will be January 

24 & 25.   To order, please call 703-606-6804 or 

email fruit@cokesburyumc.us.   
 

Thank you for supporting the mission and 

ministries of the United Methodist Men. 

 

 

 

Celebration of Leadership 

On Sunday, January 12, Cokesbury’s officers 

and ministry leaders for 2014 will be installed. 

They include the officers of the UM Men and 

UM Women, Board of Trustees, and  members 

of the Church Council.    

The Council is comprised of the chairpersons 

fromeach of the commissions and committees as 

well as other designated individuals. 
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Mission Moment 

December 15, 2013 
 

Presented by Barbara Wagner 
 

My daughter sometimes calls me the “bag lady” 

because I am always carrying some type of bag to 

carry my needed things for the day.  Here, at 

Cokesbury, I’ve probably become known as the 

“card lady” because for the past five years I have 

come before you twice a year asking for you to 

sign either Easter cards of Christmas cards for our 

Virginia Conference missionaries.  Today I’m 

removing that “hat” as this is the last time I’m 

serving as your card lady.  We have lots of 

younger, more vibrant men and women now on 

the Mission & Outreach Team and I’m stepping 

aside for one of them to take up the charge to 

honor our Virginia Conference Missionaries.  

Whether he or she decides to continue sending 

cards of maybe find another way to honor these 

missionaries is the Team’s decision.  Before I 

leave I’d like to read the names of these 

missionaries.  You always sign the cards, but I 

address the envelopes and have come to feel like I 

know them.  They are as follows: 
 

Clara Biswas – Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Esther Karimi Gitobu – Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

John Elmore – Angol, Chile 

Jacques Akasa Umembudi – Kinshasa,  

 Democratic Republic of Congo 

Poto Valentine Shutsha, Kinshasa, Democratic 

 Republic of Congo 

Dr. Elma T. Jocson – Monrovia, Liberia,  

West Africa 

Jeremias Franch – Maxixe-Inhambane,  

 Mozambique 

Dieudonne Karihano – Maputo, Mozambique 

Kip Robinson – Freetown, Sierra Leone 

Nancy Robinson – Freetown, Sierra Leone 

Kim King Torres – Florida City, FL 

Steve Claris – Philadelphia, MS 

Donald Edwards – Roanoke, VA 

Elizabeth “Lisa” Nichols – Rocky Mount, VA 

Rebecca Parsons, Roanoke, VA 

Mark Stansky – Chilhowie, VA 

Rev. Pat Watkins, Annandale, VA 
 

May God continue to bless these men and women 

as they spread His word both far and near.  Thank 

you for your support of this project the past five 

years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acolyte Announcement   

By Hannah Simensen 

Hello everyone!  I'm putting out this announce-

ment for anyone who interested in becoming an 

acolyte.  It's always nice to try new things and 

step up to new responsibilities in the community 

of the church. I invite all who are interested in 

being an acolyte or learning more about it to 

contact me, Hannah Simensen, at 

simensenh@yahoo.com or call 703-494-9983. 
  

 

“SOUP-ER” LUNCHEON 
February 2, 12:15 p.m. 

(following 11:00 worship service) 

$5.00 per person 

 
 

Homemade Soups 
Clam Chowder  French Onion 

Vegetable Beef Broccoli Cheese 

Chicken Noodle  Chili 

Bean Soup   Cabbage Soup 

Potato   Split Pea 
 

Crackers, Salad, Desserts, Beverages 
 

(All you can eat as long as food lasts.  Take only  

one bowl of soup at first, but come back as often  

   as you wish.) 
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Spiritual Giving 

(from UMC Foundation eNewsletter) 

 

“I think and think and think, I’ve thought myself 

out of happiness one million times but never 

once into it.” – Jonathan Safran Foer 

 

It is easy to talk ourselves out of doing, saying 

or trying new activities.  The burning fear rises 

up in us, scalding any molecule of courage we 

might have had. 

 

We think and think and think ourselves out of 

trying something new or old or different or 

exciting.  We miss out on many opportunities in 

life.  Not just base-jumping and skydiving, but 

also business opportunities, the house of your 

dreams, a boyfriend or girlfriend, or other 

opportunities. 

 

Our class literature is replete with characters 

that delay decisions.  Margaret Mitchell’s 

famous character Scarlett in Gone with the 

Wind echoed this sentiment  in one of her most 

famous lines:  “I can’t think about that right 

now.  If I do, I’ll go crazy.  I’ll think about that 

tomorrow.”  Gone with the Wind, Margaret 

Mitchell. 

 

In John 4, Jesus sits down at a well where a 

Samaritan woman appears.  In the Old Testa-

ment, women and men who eventually marry, 

often meet each other at a well (Isaac and 

Rebekah, Jacob, Leah and Rachel and Moses 

and Zipporah).  However Jews and Samaritans 

did not associate with one another, let alone 

give each other a drink from the well. 

 

Despite being tired, and the social norms of his 

time, Jesus didn’t think himself out of place by 

reaching out to this woman, and ultimately 

attracting many followers from the Samaritan 

town. 

 

Have you talked yourself out of participating 

with your church in helping those less fortunate, 

or checking on your neighbor with a serious 

health issue?  One area that Americans  

 

 

procrastinate about the most is their estate plan.  

If you have not completed an estate plan, or 

need to revisit an existing one, we are here to 

assist the process and make it easy.  The 

happiness that eludes Jonathan Safran Foer, just 

might be found in what you take time to do for 

others. 

 

For more information on how to support UMC 

ministries, give us a call at 615-340-7144 or 

send us an email to info@umcfoundation.org or 

visit our website, www.umcfoundation.org. 

 

The United Methodist Church Foundation Team 

wishes you and yours a blessed new year! 

 

Rhodes Logan, Director of Development 

Andrew Jordan, Development Assistant 

Teresa Suarez, Donor Services Coordinator 

 

 

 

 
 

3
rd

 Annual Prayer Breakfast 
sponsored by the UM Men 

Saturday, January 18, 2014 

9:00 a.m. 

Guest Speaker: Monica Arredondo 

Old Country Buffet 

$9.50 per person 
 

   

 

Food for the Hungry:  

Missions & Outreach will 

continue collecting food for 

ACTS.  Any donations will be 

gladly received.  For January they are suggesting 

canned vegetables and fruit.  Please remember 

the hungry when you come to church.   

 

 

 

http://www.umcfoundation.org/
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Sunday Worship Services 

8:30 AM & 11 AM 
 

Nursery available at the 11 AM service. 
The 11 AM worship service features a children’s 

worship for elementary school-aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM 

(for children, youth, and adults) 

If there is a 5
th

 Sunday in the month, the 

worship service that day begins at 10:30 AM, 

and there is no Sunday School. 
 

For more information: 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us 

 

 

 

The Colonnade 
Editor:  Bunny Mahar 

   Postal Coordinator:  Joe Greene 
 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 20
th

     

of each month for the next month’s edition. 
 

Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to: cokesburyumc@gmail.com. 

Church Office:  703-494-5400 



Cokesbury United Methodist Church

Bi-District Training, Jan. 11      January 2014 Martin Luther King Birthday – Jan. 20
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
7:00  IPDC

2
6:00 Lord’s Table 
7:00 SPRC Mtg
7:00 Disciple Study
7:00 IPDC

3
4:00 Wedding
      Rehearsal
7:00  IPDC

4
10:00 Recovery, Inc.
1:00-6:00 Wedding
    (Freeman)
2:30 UMM to Envoy

5  
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Adult Sunday School
     “Songs of the Season”
12:15  Helping Hands
1:30-5:00 IPDC
5:30 Youth Group, St. Paul

6
6:00  Prayer Group
7:00 IPDC

7
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Finance Meeting

8
10:00  Cokesbury 

Comforters
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

9
7:00 Disciple Study
7:00 IPDC

10
11:00 UMM to 

Rising Hope
7:00  IPDC

11
10:00 Recovery, Inc.
8:30-3:30 District Trng
Floris UMC, Herndon
5:00-10:00 IPDC
     (Sanctuary/FH)

12    
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Adult Sunday School
1:30-5:00 IPDC
5:30 Youth Group, St. Paul

13
1:00  UMW, Ruth Circle
6:00 Prayer Group
7:00  UMW, Evening Circle
7:00 UM Men Meeting
7:00 IPDC

14
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Church Council

15
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

16
7:00 Disciple Study
7:00 IPDC

17
7:00  IPDC

18 
9:00 UMM Prayer Brkfst
     Old Country Buffet
10:00 Recovery, Inc.
10:30 pm Youth Bowling 
    Lock-in & Rallies

19  
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Adult Sunday School
12:15 Missions & Outreach
1:30-5:00 IPDC

20
6:00  Prayer Group
7:00  IPDC

MLK Birthday

21
6:30 Girl Scouts

Colonnade Deadline

22
10:00  Cokesbury 

Comforters
6:30  Children’s Choir
7:00  Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

23
7:00  Disciple Study
7:00 IPDC

24
7:00  IPDC

25

10:00 Recovery, Inc.

26  
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Adult Sunday School
1:30-5:00 IPDC

27    
6:00  Prayer Group
7:00 IPDC

28
6:30 Girl Scouts

29
10:00  Cokesbury 

Comforters
6:30  Children’s Choir
7:00  Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

30
7:00 Disciple Study
7:00 IPDC

31
7:00 IPDC


