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Happy Anniversary to the Flea Market for 25 Years! 
By Dave Woodman, Co-Chair 

The flea market was started in 1989 as a community service program and has made Cokesbury the main 

attraction in our neighborhood on Saturdays.  We’re working hard to bring everybody back on Sundays.  

Please prayerfully consider how you can help make our 25th year the best ever! 

Many customers rely on the flea market for clothing and shoes for their children for school.  Others for the 

tools they need around the house or in the garden.  Fresh produce is also available.  Some of the vendors 

make their spending money by selling unneeded items; others sell items left by the passing of a family 

member.  Some of the vendors treat it as a business.  There is always a reason to buy or sell and we 

accommodate the needs of many.  The concession stand also allows a reasonable lunch for many of the 

vendors and customers while shopping or selling. 

Whatever you need or want is available at the flea market sometime during the season which runs from the 

first Saturday in April until the first or second Saturday in November, depending on the weather.  The only 

Saturdays we are closed are for rain or a special church program, which takes precedence.  With a limited 

amount of customer parking, traffic control is a challenge, but one we have been able to conquer.  

Occasionally, the parking lot is filled and customers have to try again a little later.  It can change in five 

minutes.  Some drive around the block, return, and enter.  Recent regrading around the pavilion will allow 

better usage of space this year. 

New friendships are made every Saturday by customers, vendors, and workers alike.  Flea market hours are 

officially 7 a.m. until 2 p.m.  Workers start at 3:30-4 a.m. helping with parking and setup for the concession 

stand.  Customers start coming in around 6:30 a.m. to search for the best selections.  By 2 p.m. you can’t 

believe it was there.  Everyone is gone except for a few workers cleaning up.  Additional participation is 
always welcome by vendors, customers and workers. 

The flea market funds a portion of every mission that Cokesbury participates in.  Each committee that 

provides the concession workers receives a portion of the proceeds to benefit their ministries.  Some of the 

groups host many flea markets to allow them to do more for the church and the community.  Many of the 

vendors have become a part of Cokesbury and are regulars at the flea market almost every Saturday, selling 

their wares to patrons who also come every Saturday in search of that special need or super value.  Stop by 
and join in the fun.  If you have any questions, you may call Barb Firth, Flea Market Co-Chair, at 703-491-7539. 

 

                                   Holy Week Schedule   

          April 13, Sunday  8:30 & 11 a.m.   Worship Service, Palm Sunday 

          April 27, Thursday 7 p.m.    Maundy Thursday Service 

          April 18, Friday      Good Friday 

          April 19, Saturday 9 a.m.    Bunny Breakfast 

    10 a.m.    Easter Egg Hunt 

          April 20, Sunday  6:30 a.m.   Easter Sunrise Service 

    7 a.m.    Continental Breakfast 

    8:30 & 11 a.m.   Worship Service, Easter Sunday 
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Pastor’s Perspective 

 

GREETINGS TO YOU, IN THE NAME OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, 

JESUS THE CHRIST! 

 

IN THE UNITED METHODIST HYMNAL,  

A SERVICE OF WORD AND TABLE I  

(1989, The United Methodist Publishing House)  

THE PROFOUNDITY AND SIMPLICITY OF  

THE DEPTH OF GOD LOVING US DURING THE LENTEN                  

AND EASTER SEASONS ARE CAPTURED IN THIS  

PROCLAMATION AND ACT:  

 

“AND SO, IN REMEMBERANCE OF THESE  

YOUR MIGHTY ACTS IN JESUS CHRIST… 

AS WE PROCLAIM THE MYSTERY OF FAITH, 

 

CHRIST HAS DIED; CHRIST HAS RISEN;  

CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN!” 
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Mission Moment 

Finance 
Presented by Donna Sapp 

My name is Donna Sapp and I am the chair of 

Finance.  Members of the finance committee 

were asked to stand and were recognized for 

their hard work in being good stewards of your 

money and the church’s. 

Committee members are Pam Herin; Billie Lou 

Wertz; Michael Obeng; Emmett Wright; Rick 

Clark, treasurer; Mary Jane Fizer, financial 

secretary; Jack Jewell, Bob Kucharuk, Dave 

Woodman and Pastor Clyde Nelson. 

On behalf of the finance committee, I would 

like to say thank you for your pledges, tithes, 

and offerings for 2013. 

For our 2014 stewardship campaign, we have 

had only commitments of just over $71,622, 

with our budget for the year of  $227,179.  With 

that said, many people give but don’t commit.  

This is your pledge, tithe, offering commitment 

to God and the Church. 

We want you to take a step in your giving, but 

you do need to give.  With that said, that is why 

I am here today. 

A church, like any organization, has expenses 

that are required to keep it operating.  We right-
fully talk often about the mission and benevolence 
work that Cokesbury does, but as a church there 

are costs to maintain and operate our church. 

I want to take time to talk about some of these 

expenses.  The cost to maintain the church and 

pay utilities, which like your home, are water, 

electricity, gas, phone, trash service, and 

insurances, averages $2,700 a month.  

Salary for the pastor and staff, social security 

taxes, and benefits run $11,337 per month. 

Our apportionments that we pay to the district 

and Virginia conference are $3,684 per month. 

Office supplies, custodial supplies, of which 

some items are toilet paper, paper towels, trash 

bags, and kitchen supplies, average around $500 

a month. 

 

 

So, before we do any mission work, education 

or benevolence, the church needs $18,271 to run 

the operations of the church. 

We have some income that offsets some of these 

costs such as the flea market and moneys received 

for use of the church building.  The amount the 

church needs just to operate comes down to 

$3,500 each week before we do any mission 

work or anything extra. 

For the month of January, in offerings we 

averaged $2,840 per week or $660 below what 

is needed to just operate the building. 

We just finished a year where offerings were 

below budget by $17,000, but we were able to 

end the year with only a $500 deficit due to a 

strong flea market income and some strong 

fiscal restraints by all the church committees. 

I hope that each of us can prayerfully consider 

what we each can do to ensure the continued 

strong financial condition of Cokesbury United 

Methodist Church. 

Thank you on behalf of the finance committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Group 
 

Cokesbury has a prayer group that meets each 

Monday evening at 6:00.  The group is very small 

and hopes to encourage more people to come out 

and lift up prayers for our church family, friends 

and personal prayers of your own. 
 

Prayers will also be lifted up for those who names 

appear on the prayer cards on Sundays during 

worship service. 
 

Come out and feel the power of prayer and get 

connected with God in a very special way.  You 

will not only receive God’s grace but will share it 

with others. 
 

“And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 

will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son.  If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will  

do it. “              John 14:13-14 
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Update on the Door Program 
 

To date we have installed four single doors and 

one double door.  The next step is the front 

entrance door.  This door has to be special made 

and has already been ordered.  However, the 

finishing plant has experienced production 

difficulties and we will not be able to receive 

shipment before Easter.  

So much for the bad news!  We have been able to 

negotiate the price to where we can live with it.  

So please be patient with us.  The funds have 

already been set aside for the front door.  The 

program to date has depleted the PIRMM account, 

so we need to bring that account up again in the 

even we have any type of major breakdown. 

We are so pleased with all the donations that have 

already been received to support the door program 

and we thank you all very much.  We are a small 

committee with a myriad of responsibilities.  We 

also have a new property chair that has attacked 

her job with vigor.  Let’s all chip in and help her 

with volunteering and funding to keep the PIRRM 

in robust health for years to come. 

 Thanks again, 

 Your Friendly Property Committee 

 

Spring 
 

Dawn stretches across eastern sky in all its glory. 

The Lord is King! Let the earth rejoice! 
 

 

The warmth of spring awakes the resting seeds   

     and trees. 

The Lord is King! Let the earth rejoice! 
 

Birds return, build their nests, cheering us with 

     their songs. 

The Lord is King! Let the earth rejoice! 
 

Golden and white daffodils celebrate in glorious   

      splendor. 

The Lord is King!  Let the earth rejoice! 
 

A mighty wind combs dead twigs and limbs from  

     the trees. 

The Lord is King! Let the earth rejoice! 
 

The crescent moon peeks through passing clouds  

     then fades with the dawn! 

The Lord is King! Let the earth rejoice! 
 

   Marian H. Gherke 

   Written: 4-2002 

 

 

 Random Acts of Kindness 
 

By Jack Jewell 

One day last fall as I sat in my easy chair, watching 
a baseball game, fat, dumb and happy, the door-

bell rang.  My reaction was “what are they selling 

now?”  I would like to say I leapt from my chair 

and bolted to the door.  You all know that’s not 

possible, so I finally struggled out of my chair and 

staggered to the door.  To my surprise and delight, 

I saw an old friend, Mr. Joe BeMiller.  I invited 

him in but he said he just dropped by to let me 

know I had a flat tire.  That was news to me but I 

thanked him for the heads up.  Before I could 

figure my next move, Joe said, “If you have a 

spare, I will change it for you right now.”  He got 

out his tools and proceeded to change that tire 

right in the dooryard.  I did appreciate that deed so 

much I can’t really express how much it meant to 
me.  This was a selfless act by a real Christian man.   

When you see Joe again, thank him one more time 

for me. 

 
 

Pastor &  

The Cokesbury United Methodist Church 

 

Pastor-In-Charge 

We would like to express our sincere thanks 

and love to all the Cokesbury family of 

Virginia for their support during the 

thanksgiving of Beatrice & Lawrence Kotei. 

Your cards, time, strength, encouragement, 

prayer and all that made the occasion good 

& successful.  You will always be 

remembered. 

The family of Beatrice & Lawrence Kotei 

now on vacation in Ghana says thank you 

for your sincerity. 

Yours faithfully, 

(1) Lawrence Kotei    

(2) Beatrice Quartey 

P.O. Box KY104 

Eastern Region 

Ghana, West Africa 
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          2      Andrew Clark  

 3 JJ Baiden-Amissah 

  Elaine Copeland 

  Chrissie Edmonds 

 5 Bunny Wirick 

 6 Melissa Clark 

 8 Chad Tyrrell 

  William Amponsah 

  Bonnie Birk 

  Connie Dutton 

 9 Tom Fabricius 

 10 Mark Fulton 

 12 Michael Obeng, Jr. 

 13 Leslie Medina 

 14 Geraldine Berry 

 15 Wayne Heatwole 

 16 Jesse Gallagher 

  Carl Armentrout 

  Victor Wertz 

 17 Louise Young 

  Robert Tyrrell 

  Pius Amponsah 

 19 Denise Elliott 

  Stefanie Mowrey 

 20 Grace Bockes 

 21  Robbie Brisbane 

 22 Kimberly Smith 

 23 Patrick Dutton 

  Jose Soriano 

 24 Allen Jewell 

  Matthew Ritenour 

  Ashley Birk 

 25 Michael Cotter 

 26 Leanne Gribik 

  Neil Dutton 

 28 Tony O’Brien 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

17   Suzette & Mark Fulton 

 21   Carmen & Jose Soriano 

 
 

     

ACTS   
By Barb Firth 

 

Suggested food items for April are sweet 

potatoes, yams, and corn.  Remember the 

hungry when you come to worship.  Help with 

their Easter dinner. 
 

Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2
nd

 Annual 

Health & Wellness Fair 
Potomac Place 

2133 Montgomery Ave., Woodbridge 

703-494-3817, PotomacPlace.com 
 

Saturday, April 12, 

10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Complimentary Lunch & Door Prizes 

 

 Health Screenings 

 On-site Mammography Van* 

 Oral Cancer Screening 

 Balance Checks 

 Rehab Consult 

 Hearing & Vision Screening 

 and More 
 

*Book your mammogram exam by April 10 

at 703-494-3817, and speak to Marilyn. 
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The adult Lenten study will continue until 

Easter Sunday, April 20.  The turnout for this 

class has been wonderful, and I think we have all 

been blessed through our reading, our discussions, 

and the video segments we have watched together. 

 I am looking forward to leading more adult 

classes, and hope that each of you will consider 

participating!  If anyone has suggestions for future 

classes, please let me know.  You can email me at 

monicadea@aol.com, or call me at (571) 535-

1220.  Blessings!!   

Monica Joy Arredondo 

 

The Lord's Table  

Calling All Cooks! 
By Deirdre Dorsey,  

Missions & Outreach Chair 

Missions & Outreach Commission will be hosting 

The Lord's Table on Thursday, April 24th at St. 

Paul UMC. 

Everyone is welcome to join us to provide a 

delicious hot meal for approximately 65 homeless 

adults and children. Menu Items are Baked 

Macaroni & Cheese, Baked Ham, Mixed Greens 

Salad with dressing, Dinner Rolls with butter, 

Applesauce, Iced Tea, Cranberry Juice and Jell-O 

Cake. Sign-up poster for meal item donors and 

meal servers will be available in the Narthex. 

 Monetary donations will be used to purchase food 

items as needed - Please place in offering plate in 

an envelope marked "Homeless Shelter Feeding". 

 Your support for this Food Ministry is much 

appreciated! 

 

Easter 

 

By Melissa Clark 

The choir will be performing special music on 

Easter Sunday.  We are excited to be able to share 

these new songs with the congregation and look 

forward to celebrating the day of resurrection with 

our Cokesbury family. 

Name That Room! 
Recently the old choir room was cleaned out 

and is now used for storage.  Workers moved, 

rearranged, and cleaned out an awesome 

menagerie of equipment and “stuff.”   

The Admin Council believes that the newly 

organized space should have a new name.  It is 
home to tables, chairs, sewing machines, flowers, 
medical equipment and holiday decorations.   

What would you call it?  Put your suggestions in 

mail slot 14.    

 

Bunny Breakfast   

Easter Egg Hunt 
 
The Family Care Committee’s 

annual Bunny Breakfast and Egg 

Hunt are scheduled for Saturday, 

April 19.  Much planning and work are required to 

feed all the children who want to share their 

breakfast with the Easter Bunny.  There is great 

excitement about his arrival with loads of Easter 

eggs and candy.  While waiting, we will celebrate 

him with a breakfast of pancakes, sausage, eggs 

and beverages.  Everyone is welcome, particularly 

children, to participate in the egg hunt following 

breakfast.   
 

Before his arrival, the Easter Bunny will be busy 

hiding eggs from the children and will leave them 

in age group categories - 2 and under, 3-5, 6-8, 

and 9-11.  There will be great fun searching for 

the eggs.  (Volunteers are needed to help hide 

eggs and assist with cooking and serving.  This is 

a big event for Family Care.   Please offer your 

help.) 

Cost for the event is $3.00 for adults and $2.00 for 

children.  Children under 2 are free.  Be sure to 

mark this date on your calendar so you won't miss 

this thrilling event.  Breakfast will be served at 

9:00 and the egg hunt will begin at 10:00.  Be sure 

to bring your camera so you can have a lasting 

memory of your child's meeting with the Easter 

Bunny.  

 

 

mailto:monicadea@aol.com
tel:%28571%29%20535-1220
tel:%28571%29%20535-1220
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SAVE the DATE…SAVE the DATE   
 

VBS 2014 is Monday Aug 4th- Friday Aug 

8th in the morning 

 Adult VBS is Sunday Aug 3rd to Thursday 

Aug 7th in the evening- Leader Monica 

Arredondo 

WOW Workshop of Wonders theme verse is 

Psalm 77:14a, “You are the God who works 

wonders.” And…WOW  thank you for all who  

have volunteered!!!  Your support is uplifting and 

exciting as we plan to turn the ordinary to Extra-

ordinary with God  We are still in need of a 

“puppeteer” for Rivit for opening and closing 

program, a music leader and an assistant for 

registration. 
 

 

GPS at Cokesbury  Grow, 

Proclaim Serve                                                                                
Children’s Christian Education  during 

11 o’clock service                                                                    
Grow your Faith by Leaps and Bounds! 

We continue to travel to Easter and beyond with 

the March scripture verse, “The Lord really has 

risen!” (Luke 24:34) 

 And the Leap of Faith of   I know that Jesus 

lives!  

We will study: 

April 6 Peter’s Denial Bible Story, Luke 22:54-62 
April13 Palm Sunday Bible Story,  Luke 19:29-40 

April 20 Easter  Bible Story,   Luke 24:1-12 

April 27 Road to Emmaus Bible Story, Luke 

24:13-35 

We re-enacted the last Supper with sitting on the 

floor and low tables but wait til Easter!!!  There 

will be joyous celebration...we may be loud and 

we will surely be having party food…. so 

parents...be prepared  

….and thanks to the generosity of anonymous 

donors...the furniture in the Classrooms is getting 

an update with some child friendly stuff that can 

be converted/used to adult size 

 

Know HIs Design for service                                                              

Co-coordinators  Jarlene Phelps and Sharon Lasko 

                                                                    

KIDS, a mission group for 2nd through 

6thgrade, connecting our children with the 

mission opportunities ongoing at Cokesbury. 

We meet the 4th Sunday at 12:15pm to 

1:30pm in the Sunday School classroom. 

Younger children are welcome with an adult 

or teen helper. Anyone is welcome to help or 

see what we are doing        

 March 23rd mission project  Thank you 

Rigo, Randy, Chrissy, Tinu and Wale for 

coming to serve others and their parents  

for making it possible for them to stay at 

church   

See the washcloth Bunnies they made at the 

Bunny Breakfast                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Sign the cards they  made for Missionaries  

on March 30th.  

Look at the Display board that Rigo put 

together.  Who is supported by the Va 

Conference and is serving in the Congo, 

Mozambique, Chile, Cambodia, Virginia, New 

York and Florida? 

Mission project for April 27th                                                                                             

1.cutting out bags for school supply bags and 

thank you to Donna Sapp who will sew them                                                    

2.Hilda Barg-bag spoon and napkins for 

lunchbags                                                                   

3. Decorate aprons to use at Hilda Barg 

dinner feeding                                                                                                   

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

Cokesbury UMC will be responsible for 

preparing and serving meals at the Hilda Barg 

Homeless Prevention Center from May 18 

through May 21.   We are also responsible for 

making bag lunches for each day.  Team leaders 

and servers will be necessary.  Please give 

prayerful consideration to your part in this 

outreach program. 
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Sunday Worship Services 

8:30 AM & 11 AM 
Nursery available at both services. 

The 11 a.m. worship service features a children’s 
worship for elementary  school aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM  
(for children, youth, and adults) 

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship 
service that day begins at 10:30 AM and there is no 

Sunday School. 
See the web site for more information: 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us 
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                       Editor: Bunny Mahar 

Postal Coordinator: Joe Greene 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 20
th

  

of each month for the next month’s edition. 

Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to: cokesburyumc@gmail.com 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 

 

 
 

 



Flea Market Opens, April 5                                                    April 2014                 Bunny Breakfast/Egg Hunt, April 19
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Finance Mtg

2
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

3
7:00 IPDC

4
7:00  IPDC

5
6:00-2:00 Flea Market
      (Council)       
10:00 Recovery, Inc.
2:30 UMM to Envoy

6  
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Lenten Study
1:30-5:00 IPDC
5:30 Youth Group, St. Paul

7
6:00  Prayer Group
7:00  IPDC

8
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Church Council

9   
10:00  Cokesbury 

Comforters
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

10
7:00 IPDC

11
7:00 IPDC
11:00 UMM to 

Rising Hope

12
6:00-2:00 Flea Market
       (UM Men)
10:00 Recovery, Inc.
7:00-10:00 IPDC
     (Sanctuary/FH)

13  
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Lenten Study
9:45 Trustees
1:30-5:00 IPDC

14
6:00  Prayer Group
1:00  Ruth Circle UMW
7:00  UMW/UMM
7:00 IPDC

15
6:30 Girl Scouts

16
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

17
7:00 Maundy
Thursday Service
7:00 IPDC

MAUNDY
THURSDAY

18
7:00  IPDC

Decorate Fellowship
            Hall

GOOD FRIDAY

19 
9:00 Bunny Breakfast
10:00 Egg Hunt
10:00 Recovery, Inc.

20        EASTER
6:30  Sunrise Service
   Continental Breakfast
8:30/11:00 Worship Svc
1:30-5:00 IPDC
5:30 Youth Group, St. Paul

21 
6:00  Prayer Group
7:00  IPDC

22
6:30 Girl Scouts

23
10:00  Cokesbury 

Comforters
6:30  Children’s Choir
7:00  Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

24
7:00 IPDC

25
7:00 IPDC

26
6:00-2:00 Flea Market
    (SPRC)
10:00 Recovery, Inc.

27  
8:30/11:00 Worship
12:15 KiDS
1:30-5:00 IPDC
5:30 Youth Group, St. Paul

28
6:00  Prayer Group
7:00 IPDC

29
6:30 Girl Scouts

30
10:00 Cokesbury 

Comforters
6:30  Children’s Choir
7:00  Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC


