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Celebrating the Easter Season 

By Mary Jane Fizer 

                                   

                   Pastor Nelson at the Sunrise Service                      The beautiful Easter church 

What a wonderful experience the Easter season was at Cokesbury!  It all began with the Sunday before Palm 

Sunday when the sermon was from Ezekiel about the dry bones.  Pastor Nelson left the pulpit and did the 

sermon from the center aisle of the sanctuary and, as he talked about the bones moving around, he made 

sound effects that made us feel as if we were there with the dry bones!  When he got to the place where the 

bones were becoming connected, he was acting it out so meaningfully that he had everyone’s full attention!  

Many are still talking about this wonderful worship experience.  

On Palm Sunday, the sermon was again delivered from the center aisle with palm branches laid on the floor 

of the aisle as the people did when Jesus was coming!  This, also, was impressive and memorable. 

Then, on Maundy Thursday, we began the service in the sanctuary, then stripped the altar and proceeded 

upstairs to the fellowship hall for communion.  There, a large table covered with a red tablecloth, was 

beautifully set with places for thirteen, the twelve disciples and Jesus, and with thirteen candles on the table.  

There was a large circle of chairs surrounding the table where members sat.  The candles were lit on the table 

and the rest of the lights in the room dimmed and twelve were invited to sit at the table for communion at one 

time.  When they finished, another twelve took their places at the table until all were served.  At the end, this 

table was stripped and the service ended. 

Easter Sunday began with a very chilly sunrise service facing the cross on the hill.  Many people participated 

and Holy Communion was observed.  The UM Men followed the sunrise service by providing a continental 

breakfast before we proceeded with worship at both 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

At both Easter services, the choir presented beautiful, inspiring music and the sermon was outstanding, 

telling us how Christ rose from the tomb and that we, too, can rise from the tomb!   

I feel certain that many of us will remember these special services for a long time.   
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Pastor’s Perspective 

 

We have just completed the Lenten Season, Easter Sunday and now are in the 

midst of the season of Eastertide.  I hope you had a magnificent and blessed 

celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Easter Sunday or Resurrection Sunday lifts your faith to a higher celestial 

level.  The Church of Jesus Christ as well as individuals has been given the 

gift of the resurrected Christ to deepen our faith, trust God, renew our hope 

and seek the glory of God in our daily living. 

During Lent, when we take on more of Christ, we rise with Christ in our faith. 

The Resurrection of Christ is central to our faith and calls us to trust in God 

more deeply.  As God raised Christ, we have the hope that in our living we 

will be raised by the power of God through the Holy Spirit to see what God is 

doing and about to do.   

The tombs in our lives have God who will roll the stone away and we can go 

into the glory of our next moment of life and living. 

Jesus rose to affirm and confirm our belief, hope and trust in God!  

HALLELUJAH HE AROSE!  

Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered 

him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because 

you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 

believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come 

to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 

believing you may have life in his name.   (John 20:27-31)  
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What Does It Mean To Be a Member 

of United Methodist Women? 

By Mary Wright 

United Methodist Women is a faith based 

membership organization of lay women within 

The United Methodist Church. When you join 

a local organization of United Methodist 

Women you experience many joys of 

membership in your personal life. UMW 

brings women together to grow in faith, hope 

and love in action…  

Women experience Fellowship in small 

groups, and programs, Mission giving, 

Partnership in a community of likeminded 

women, Social action networking and 

connectional ministries. 

United Methodist Women experience personal 

transformation as they deepen their 

relationship with God. Through the Reading 

program women learn and grow in 

understanding if mission including mission as 

advocacy for justice. The Reading program 

books, the response magazine and the New 

World Outlook magazine challenges members 

thinking on cutting-edge issues that impact 

women, youth and children. 

In recent years United Methodist Women 

members have been working for racial and 

economic justice, fair labor practices, 

immigrant and refugee rights, stewardship of 

the environment, and rights for victims of 

domestic violence and human trafficking, and 

for peace. The organization has approximately 

800,000 members (and is the single largest 

organization of any group) and raised more 

than $25,000,000 in 2012-2013. United 

Methodist Women extend services to and 

leadership training to women, youth and 

children in partnership with 97 national 

projects and about 300 international projects. 

Members equip themselves for mission 

through spiritual growth mission education, 

and training. 

United Methodist Day at the Virginia General 

Assembly was started 20 years ago by a 

United Methodist Woman. 

United Methodist Women have been working 

to make a better world for women, youth, and 

children 145 years, come join us.  

 

United Methodist Men 
By John Jewell 
 

These last four months have been busy for us, 

with the church clean-up, Valentine’s Day 

Dessert, Sunrise Service breakfast, and our 

first flea market.  Our participation is down.  I 

know we are all busy, working, our families, 

etc., but at our last meeting I saw why I 

continue and many others do too.   

Mary Wright was there for our meeting 

because the other UM women had the flu.  Are 

you willing to give up one hour for the Lord?  

Are we?  Please consider this faith, 

fellowship, and family. 

In May and June we are very busy.  At this 

time, we will be involved with: 

May 3, 2:30-3:30 - Envoy Nursing Center 

May 9, 12:00-1:00 – Rising Hope  

May 10 - Flea Market—VOLUNTEERS    

      NEEDED, 6:00-10:00 and 10:00-2:00 

May 11- Mother’s Day Brunch - Men    

     needed at 7:00 am 
May 12, 7:00 – UM Men’s monthly mtg 

May 18, 11:00 - singing anthem at worship  

June 7, 2:30-3:30 – Envoy Nursing Center 

June 9, 7:00-8:00 – UMM Cookout  

June 13, 12:00-1:00 -  Rising Hope 

June 14, Flea Market—VOLUNTEERS  

    NEEDED 6:00-10:00 and 10:00-2:00 

June 15, Father’s Day—men serving at both 

worship services - Need volunteers to sing, 

usher, etc.   Scholarship to be awarded. 
 

As Pastor Clyde said, “Jesus rose from the 

dead.  Will we get out of our pews?  Will we 

be leaders?” 
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1 Ronnie Hawes 

2 Natalie Clark  

Barbara Horne 

5 John Garrett 

 Matthew Surdam 

6 Virgil-Ohene-Djan 

7 Jack Jewell 

 Sofia Soriano 

9 Kenny Johnson 

 Tilchia Danquah 

 Jory Lawson 

 Nick Pierce 

11 Anthony Wilson 

12 Steve Nelson 

14 Doris E. Price 

 Maria Medina 

15 Lisa Harper 

18 Eric Obeng 

 John Kelly 

19  Jessica Hall 

      Christine Smith 

 Tennel Thoronka 

21 Bob Kucharuk 

22 Shane Gallagher 

 Corrine Stanek 

23 Stephanie Reynolds 

25  Mollie Gallagher 

26 Tinuade Adekambi 

27 Roy Arredondo 

28  Milah Ash 

 Nancy Miller 

30 Virginia Neyhouse 

 Robert Deyerle 

 Bunny Mahar 

31 Billie Lou Wertz 

 Becky Byrum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1  Jenny & Keenan Carter 

10  Mollie & Bob Gallagher 

13   Laverne & Jay Beck 

21   Leta & Robert Deyerle 
25   Bernadette & JJ Baiden-Amissah 

       Paula & David Simensen 

26    Shelby & Anthony Wilson 

30    Grace & Olin Bockes 

31    Diane & Dan Haggart 
 

     

ACTS   
By Barb Firth 

 

Suggested food items for May are fruit and 

cereal.  Remember the hungry when you 

come to worship.  Thank you. 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE…SAVE 

THE DATE 
By Jarlene Phelps 

VBS 2014 is Monday, August 4th – Friday, 

August 8th, in the morning.  Adult VBS is 

Sunday, August 3rd to Thursday, August 7th, 

in the evening. 

WOW Workshop of Wonders theme verse is 

Psalm 77:14a, “You are the God who works 

wonders.”   And…WOW, thank you for all 

who volunteered!!  Your support is uplifting 

and exciting as we learn to turn the ordinary to 

extraordinary with God.  We are still in need 

of a puppeteer for Rivit for opening and 

closing program, a music leader, and an 

assistant for registration. 
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By Barb Firth, Property Chair 

Thanks to the UM Men for holding a 

workday.  Much was completed:  

 Grounds raked 

 Gardens cleaned 

 Gutters cleaned 

 Trees cut up 

Many UM Men and Women, plus the 

Hispanic men, joined in to make it a success. 

The closet in the work room is being 

reorganized.  Youth leader Paul Simensen 

has taken their games and play equipment to 

St. Paul’s for storage since they meet there. 

Tables and chairs in classrooms A & B will 

be replaced.   This was made possible 

through a gift to the Children’s Ministry.  It 

will give the room a “kid friendly” 

appearance, yet still be adaptable for use by 

adults. 

The winner of the “Name that Room” 

(former choir room) contest is “Resource 

Room.”  The sign for the new name will be 

installed soon. 

The property committee will be photo-

graphing all the rooms and their contents in 

the next month. If various committees want 

something specifically photographed, please 

let Barbra Firth know what it is and where. 

THE SAND AND SALT ARE PUT 

AWAY!!!! 

Happy Spring! 

 

 

 
 

Family Care Committee 
 

Blanche Lowery, Cynthia Rohlfs, co-chairs 

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you 

to everyone who helped with the Easter Bunny 

Breakfast on April 19.  Both children and 

adults enjoyed the event.  It is truly an act of 

love to bring some joy to others and we 

couldn’t have done it without some very 

special people. 

On Saturday, August 30, Family Care and 

Worship Committees are hosting the flea 

market.  Family Care would like to use our 

share of the proceeds to purchase some new 

items for the Hanging of the Greens. As we 

are a very small committee, we could really 

use some help from the congregation to work 

the concession stand.  If you can work an hour 

or two between 6 a.m. and 1 p.m., we would 

be so grateful. 

 

      Random Acts of Kindness 

One day this past winter, I awoke to hear my 

radio inform me that we had ten inches of 

snow.  My first thought was to get out the 

board games and hunker down for a few days. 

As Mary was preparing breakfast, we heard a 

weird scraping sound and what sounded like a 

lawn mower running.  When we looked 

outside, we saw Kyle Keen and Tom Taylor 

with a snow blower, digging out our driveway.  

It was still snowing and they were cold, even 

though they were bundled up as best they 

could be.  This happened on several other 

occasions this winter. 

These men are something special.  They reside 

in our town, they go to our church, and they 

bring special meaning to the term “acts of 

kindness.”  I could never tell about all the 

things they do for Cokesbury; let’s just say 

they are our special angels.  When you see 

them at church, on the street, in the mall or 

any chance meeting, don’t forget to thank 

them for all they do for this church and this 

community. 

With Christian love, Mary & Jack Jewell 
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Thank You 
For several weeks I have more or less been 

“quarantined” following surgery. I appre-

ciated the hospital visitors I saw when I 

opened my eyes (even if I didn’t recognize 

you).  I am also thankful for my Cokesbury 

family and friends who helped make the days  

less long and lonely by the unbelievable 

kindnesses shown to me when I got home.   

Thank you for the beautiful cards, friendly 

phone calls, lovely flowers, inspiring prayers, 

thoughtful gifts and constant encouragement.  

My days were also filled with delicious foods 

and friendly visits.  Time has gone by quickly. 

Thanks to Louise Young who has been filling 

my place in the church office so efficiently.  I 

am doing well and hope to be able to return to 

the church soon.   

Thank you again for all the kindnesses offered 

to me during this time of convalescence.  

Thank you for sharing your love so freely.  

In God’s love, Bunny Mahar 

 

Know HIs Design for service                                                                                    

Coordinators:   Jarlene Phelps & Sharon Lasko                                                                                          

KIDS is a mission group for 2
nd

 through 

6
th

grade, connecting our children with the 

mission opportunities ongoing at Cokesbury. 

We meet the 4
th

 Sunday at 12:15 p.m. to 

1:30 p.m. in the Sunday School classroom. 

Younger children are welcome with an adult 

or teen helper. Everyone is welcome to help 

or see what we are doing.                                                                                       
Mission project for April 27th                                                                                                                              

1.  Cutting out bags for school supply bags 

and thank you to Donna Sapp who will sew 

them                                                   

2.  Hilda Barg-bag spoon and napkins for 

lunch bags                                                                                           

3.  Decorate Aprons    

 

 

GPS at Cokesbury   

Grow, Proclaim Serve                                                                                
Children’s Christian Education during 

11 o’clock service                                                                    
Grow your Faith by Leaps and Bounds! 

We continue to travel to Easter and beyond 

with the March scripture verse, “The Lord 

really has risen!” (Luke 24:34) 

 And the Leap of Faith of I know that Jesus 

lives!  
 

May 4 – Peter’s Declaration,  

    Bible story: Matthew 16:13-20 

May 11 – Peter & John,  

    Bible story:  Acts 3:1-10 

May 18 – Peter & Tabitha,  

Bible story: Acts 9:36-43 

May 25 – Peter in Prison, 

     Bible story: Acts 12:1-17 
 

A big thank you to the anonymous 

donor/donors who gave money to Children’s 

Extended session. The Education Team 

purchased sturdy, adjustable, child-friendly, 

colorful furniture.  We now have one table 

adjusted to K-2nd grade size and the other to 

older children and adult height. We have 20 

new chairs too!  What a blessing to have 
furniture “that fits” the children.  It enhanced 
our Easter celebration to have tables that were 

6 inches wider to accommodate “more stuff” 

on the table and still room for each child to 

work. We had 23 children on Easter Sunday, 3 

teen helpers and 3 adult leaders! 
  

Flea Market 
By Dave Woodman 

If you come to help at the flea market and it 

appears there is plenty of help, please ask if you 

can relieve someone who may have been there a 

long time or need a break.  Also check with 

Dave at the parking lot, where there is always 

room for more help. 

Parking is one of the biggest challenges we face 

with limited space.  Clean-up at the end is 

another challenge where help is always 

welcome.   



“Loving others…as Christ first loved us!” 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Jarlene Phelps 
 

May is our Service opportunity at Hilda 

Barg Homeless Prevention Center to feed 

approximately 30 people. Dinner is served 

at 7 p.m. 

Sunday May 18 

Picnic meal need someone to grill?  

Hamburgers and Hotdogs                                                                                                                                                  

Mac&cheese                                                                                                                                          

Potato Salad                                                                                                                                       

Coleslaw                                                                                                                                                    

Fresh Fruit salad 

Monday May 19 

Meatloaf                                                                                                                                

Vegetarian chili 

Mixed vegetables 

Scallop Potatoes 

Fresh Fruit 

Tuesday May 20 
Ham                                                                                                                                          

Mac&Cheese 

Baked Beans 

Green Beans 

Tossed Salad                                                                                                         

Wednesday May 21                                                                                                                                                 

Pork Barbeque on roll                                                                                                                                                            

Leftover Mac & Cheese and  
    Vegetarian chili                                                                                                                                                   

Coleslaw                                                                                                                                                              

Applesauce 
 

We are also responsible for making bag 

lunches Sun, Mon, Tues, and Wed. This will 

be done at church and bag lunches 

transported each day with evening meal. 

People are needed to donate meal items 

(cooked or ingredients), cook and serve 

meal.  Meal items that are complete and 

cooked may be taken directly to Hilda Barg 

or brought to church. Coordination of this 

will be done by team leader for that evening 

meal.   
 

We will need Team Leaders for each 

evening meal and servers also.  If you are 

unable to participate directly, a donation 

may be made to Missions and Outreach.  

Thanks so much for your prayerful 

consideration of joining in on this Mission 

Outreach 

 

 

 
 

 

Virginia’s Hurricane Preparedness Sales Tax 

Holiday is May 25-31. The tax holiday is a 

win-win for everyone: people save money 

on things they need; retailers sell more; and 

emergency management is happy that 

residents are getting ready for hurricane and 

flooding season which arrives June 1
st
.  And 

it’s smart to save money. 

 

You can do both by shopping for such pro-

ducts as batteries, food storage containers, 

generators, first aid kits, bottled water, 

radios and more.  When you do, you won’t 

pay sales tax on many useful products that 

cost up to $60 or on generators costing 

$1,000 or less.  
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“Loving others…as Christ first loved us!” 

 

 
 

J-Connection Youth Group: 
 

By Paula Simensen, Youth Coordinator 
 

May Calendar  
 

Sun, May 4 - Youth Group (Wedding 

     Themed Youth Group - Celebrating Amy  

     Phillips) 

Sun, May 11 -No Youth Group –  

       Mother’s Day 

Sun, May 18 - TBA (Possible Game Night)  

Sun, May 26 -No Youth Activities –  

      Memorial Day 
 

Throughout the 2013 - 2014 year in Youth 

Group, we have been learning the Beatitudes 

that Jesus taught us on his Sermon on the 

Mount.  We have learned these “Attitudes 
that God Blesses” and now it’s time for us 

to have an overnight to drive home the 

concepts of the Beatitudes before the school 
year and youth group year take a break for 

summer.   
 

Our Stay-treat will be an overnight at      St. 

Paul on Friday, June 13 – Saturday, June 

14.  We will have lessons, games, and some 
special fun throughout the weekend!  All 6th-

12th graders are welcome.  Bring friends 
and let’s finish off the year in a big way!  

Please contact Paula Simensen at 703-338-

6619 or pasimensen@abelsupply.com if you 
have any questions.  Additional details will 

be provided as we get closer to the event day 
and we look forward to seeing you there!  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Wow! 
By Monica Arredondo 
 

The Adult Lenten study, using Adam 

Hamilton’s 24 Hours That Changed the World 

(book and video) was a great success!  We had 

an average attendance of 16 participants, and 

really enjoyed digging into the learning about 

the time between the Last Supper and the 

Resurrection.  Thanks to all who helped make 

this class so special:  Louise Young, for 

supporting me in this new endeavor, and the 

following participants:  Army Wirick, Barb 

Firth, Blanche Lowery, Bunny Wirick, Chuck 

Robinson, Donna Sapp, Emmett Wright, 

Glenn Vinson, Jarlene Phelps, Marian Benson, 

Marian Gherke, Mary Crist, Mary Beth 

Patane, Mary Wright, Pam Herin, Patricia 

Cole, Rita Johnson, Sharon Lasko, Vera 

Edmonds, and Wenona Marques!!  Your 

participation made this class a wonderful 

success!! 
 

The present study began on Sunday, April 27, 

and focuses on another Adam Hamilton book 

and video entitled The Way.  In this book we 

will explore Jesus’ life, beginning with his 

baptism by his cousin John the Baptist 

until…you guessed it, his crucifixion and 

resurrection!  I’m excited about the 

opportunity to lead this class and hope that 

each of you will consider joining us.  It is a 

seven-week class, running from April 27-June 

11, and will be held during the Sunday School 

hour in the Fellowship Hall.  If you have any 

questions, please call or email me 

(monicadea@aol.com or 571-535-1220). 
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Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at both services. 
The 11 a.m. worship service features a children’s 

worship for elementary school aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM  

(for children, youth, and adults) 
If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the 

worship service that day begins at 10:30 AM 

and there is no Sunday School. 

For more information: 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us 

 

            

The Colonnade Staff 
                       Editor: Bunny Mahar 

Postal Coordinator: Joe Greene 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 20th 

of each month for the next month’s edition. 

Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to: cokesburyumc@gmail.com. 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

  

 

 



Cokesbury United Methodist Church

Mother’s Day:  May 11 May 2014 ACTS Food Suggestion:  Cereal & Fruit
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
7:00 IPDC

2
7:00  IPDC

3
6:00-2:00 Flea Market 

(Finance)
10:00 Recovery, Inc.
2:30 UMM to Envoy

4  Native American
    Ministries Sunday
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Sunday Study Series
12:15  Helping Hands
1:30-5:00 IPDC
5:30 Youth Group

5
6:00  Prayer Group
7:00 SPRC
7:00 IPDC

6
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Finance Meeting

7
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

       

8
7:00 IPDC

9
11:00 UMM to 

Rising Hope
7:00 IPDC

10
6:00-2:00 Flea Market 

(UM Men)
10:00 Recovery, Inc.

11    Mother’s Day
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:30 Mothers’ Day Brunch
9:45 Sunday Study Series
12:00-2:00 FH Reserved 

(Obeng)
1:30-5:00 IPDC

12
1:00  UMW, Ruth Circle
6:00 Prayer Group
7:00  UMW, Evening 

Circle
7:00 UM Men Meeting
7:00 IPDC

13
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Church Council

    

14
10:00  Cokesbury 

Comforters
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

15
7:00 IPDC

16
7:00  IPDC

17
6:00-2:00 Flea Market
       (Evangelism)
10:00 Recovery, Inc.

18  
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Sunday Study Series
12:15 Missions & Outreach
1:30-5:00 IPDC
5:30 Youth Group

19
6:00  Prayer Group
7:00  IPDC

Colonnade Deadline

20
6:30 Girl Scouts

21
7:00  Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

        

22
7:00 IPDC

23
7:00  IPDC

24
6:00-2:00 Flea Market
        (UM Women)
10:00 Recovery, Inc.
3:00-9:00  IPDC FH
        (Youth Conference)

25  
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Sunday Study Series
12:15 KIDS
1:30-5:00 IPDC

26   Memorial Day
6:00  Prayer Group
7:00 IPDC

27
5:30-8:00 VBS meeting
6:30 Girl Scouts

28
10:00  Cokesbury 

Comforters
7:00  Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

29
7:00 IPDC

30
7:00 IPDC

31
6:00-2:00 Flea Market 

(Sponsor Needed)
10:00 Recovery, Inc

NO CHILDREN’S CHOIR PRACTICE DURING THE MONTH OF MAY

Meals for Homeless Shelter


