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MONEY MATTERS 
 

By Mary Seltzer, Finance Secretary 

Finance Committee Member 
 

Cokesbury United Methodist Church just ended a 

very Christ-centered, meaningful and significant 

year!   
 

2014 - Throughout 2014 we were involved in 

many, many mission and outreach endeavors, short 

and long term, that made a difference locally and 

around the world. I wonder how many benevolences 

we did participate in?  My guess would be 75 to 100. 

Most certainly there were too many to name here!  
 

We paid 100% of our 2014 Virginia Conference and 

Alexandria District apportionments; the majority 

helped the disadvantaged in some way. 

And, we ended 2014 debt-free, while still 

maintaining our Contingency Fund. We use our 

Contingency Fund for emergencies, unexpected 

expenditures and for cash-flow purposes. If a donor 

designates monies for a church approved fund, other 

than for the general Church Operations and Ministry 

fund, those monies are used according to the donor’s 

wishes. For example, if a donor specifically 

designates $7 to our Shoebox Ministry and $9,993 to 

our Endowment Fund, that’s exactly how 100% of 

that donation would be expended.  

So, you ask, what happens in months when our 

expenditures exceed our offerings? i.e. how do we 

pay the utility bills, which run about $1,460 per 

month, or buy custodial and office supplies, which 

run about $400 per month or pay the Pastor’s and 

staff’s salaries? We do NOT “dip” into our 

designated funds!!  That’s a “No! No!  

The Contingency Fund is used when expenditures 

exceed revenues and then replaced when revenues 

exceed expenditures. At the time of this writing, the 

last financial report I have seen was the November 

30th one. Expenditures were 2.18% under our year-

to-date budget; however revenues were 4.04% under 

our year-to-date budget. I had not thought about this 

before now, but if anyone feels led to donate 

specifically to the Contingency Fund, that would be 

a  help---it would be a tax deductible, contribution.   

 

Presently the Fund has an amount just over 10% of 

our budget.  Finance advisers say 10% of budget 

should be the Fund’s minimum and should have 

upward of 30% or enough to cover 3 months of 

expenditures. 

Besides all the above, we have also kept our 

property maintained.  Our general Church 

Operations and Ministry budget includes such 

ministries as Vacation Bible School, Christian 

Education, Worship, Music Ministry, Family Care 

and Stewardship, but also such things as lawn 

mowing, kitchen supplies, light bulbs, copier usage 

and service, fire extinguisher service, insurance, pest 

control, security system, elevator inspections etc.   

Plus, over the past (5) five years, we have performed 

some major maintenances, such as replace: Furnaces 

and air conditioners, Fellowship Hall carpet, parking 

lot asphalt, and in 2014, our church building’s doors. 

(Do you agree that they are beautiful?) 

2015 - Give God the praise for our extraordinary 

2014 year and now in these opening days of 20l5, 

let’s ask our Gracious God in unison, to bless and 

guide us again for another year! Ephesians 5:16-17 

tells us to make the most of every opportunity and  

to understand what the Lord’s will is.  We know    

His will for Cokesbury UMC is: “Loving others… 

as  Christ first loved us!”  

After over 30 years, Mary Jane Fizer retired from the 

position of Finance Secretary on December 31. What 

a labor of love!  What a record of endurance!  When 

you see her, please, please thank her for all the years 

of service that she has given and is still giving to 

Cokesbury.  

Obviously, as new Finance Secretary, I have “very 

big shoes to fill!”  In preparation, I have read and 

studied 2012 Book of Discipline of the United 

Methodist Church ¶ 258; Finance UMC Guidelines: 

Handling God’s Money in the Church; 2013-2016 

United Methodist Church Financial Records 

Handbook and the IRS Charitable Contributions; 

Substantiation and Disclosure Requirements and 

attended our UMC Bi District Finance Workshop in 

November. This was my 6
th
 or 7

th
 year to attend this  

(continued on page 6) 



“Loving others...as Christ first loved us!” 
 

 

The Pastor’s Perspective 

 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Greetings to you. 

I pray that 2014 gave you the best memories for the experiences you had during the 365 

days that you lived through. 

A new year is dawning!  God brought you into a brand new year to better specialize in 

being God during 2015. 

I pray that your year will be filled with unlimited, fresh, new possibilities and experiences 

for you to perceive and realize God is in all that you live through.  May you see God’s 

grace in your weeks, months, and seasons that unfold during this year. 

This is a time to remember that God who was with us during the past will give us hope to 

see morning by morning great and marvelous mercies. 

Cokesbury United Methodist Church was blessed in 2014 with your giving, sharing, and 

blessing God through your prayers, presence, witness, service, gifts and tithes. 

This new year gives us many more chances to praise God, give God the glory, and 

experience God’s grace! 

God brought you into a brand new year to give us the gift of time and to do what God  

does best and  that is during 2015 God will be with us and be God!  

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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"Soup-er" 
Luncheon 

 

The soup and salad luncheon put on each 
February and November by the Helping Hands 
(older adults) is coming soon!  Members of the 
group make their specialty soups for their family 
(Cokesbury family).  You can expect brimming 
pots of clam chowder, French onion, split pea, 
vegetable, potato, chicken noodle, broccoli‐ 
cheese, and more!! Along with those wonderful 
homemade soups there are crackers, a beautiful, 
delicious salad, homemade desserts, and 
beverages. 
 

The luncheon is all‐you‐can‐eat, as long as food 
lasts. You are asked to take only one soup at 
first, but you may come back and fill up as often 
as you wish. Cost is only $5 per person. Proceeds 
go to church projects through the Helping Hands 
group that sponsors the luncheon. 
 

The next luncheon will be on February 5, follow-
ing the 11 a.m. worship service. No need to rush 
home to prepare lunch.  Lunch is served in the 
fellowship hall. Be sure to mark your calendar. 
You won't want to miss it! 
 

 

 

By Mary Jane Fizer 

The annual cookie sale was a tremendous success.  

We raised the most money ever raised before at 

our sales!  This would not have been possible 

without your generous contributions of so many 

baked goods to sell and also your purchasing 

cookies and other goodies. 

Thanks to everyone for all your support. 

 

Aluminum Can Ministry 
               By Don Dorton 

  
The Aluminum Can Ministry has been a part of 

the Cokesbury Outreach Ministry since 1990.  It  

was started in early 1990 by Doug and Leola 

Phelps  Later Bob and Molly Gallagher assumed 

this ministry until 2008. 

Money raised from the sale of aluminum cans 

goes to support the Operation and Maintenance 

Budget.  The aluminum cans you recycle today 

could help heat our church in winter and keep us 

cool during the summer. Money earned from this 

ministry is also used to support many other 

ministries at Cokesbury.  Since 2006 the 

Aluminum Can Ministry has raised $3,923.27 to 

support these various ministries and continues to 

grow in volume and scope. 

All kinds of aluminum beverage cans as well as 

other aluminum food containers are acceptable but 

should be separated from the aluminum beverage 

cans. Cans are crushed, bagged and then stored 

until sufficient cans are collected. Periodically 

collected cans are taken to Davis Industries in 

Lorton and sold. 

In addition to saving all of your aluminum cans, 

there are a number of other ways that you can 

support this program:  

      Do not squeeze cans in the middle. The current 

methods being used to crush cans works best if 

cans are not squeezed in the middle but left intact. 

     If you  have a can crusher please be sure to 

crush them completely flat. 

      Separate aluminum beverage cans and other 

aluminum products. 

      Encourage your friends and neighbors to save 

their aluminum cans and deposit them in the 

collection bin in front of the UMM Fruit Shed. 

      Please put your cans in the church recycling 

bin and not in the County Recycling Trailer. Cans 

and other aluminum products put in the county 

trailer are lost to the Cokesbury Can Ministry. 

      Volunteer your time to come and help crush 

and bag cans. Thank you for your continued 

support of this ministry and for helping Cokesbury 

“Go Green”. KEEP SAVING THOSE CANS! 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bec-foods.com/images/menu_cookiesholiday.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bec-foods.com/pages/holidaycookies.htm&h=253&w=500&tbnid=1bRK_a94ngivOM:&zoom=1&docid=yuc-TA4H2nEh3M&ei=Rb-qVIPxBs32gwTcjIT4Cw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFUQMygqMCo&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1233&page=2&start=28&ndsp=36
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United Methodist Women 

 
Mary Wright, UMW President 

 

Faith . Hope . Love . In action 
 
 God welcomes us to mission. The story 

begins with God welcoming us into creation, into 

life. We experience love and welcome in Jesus 

Christ. God’s welcome motivates us and compels 

us to extend this same welcome to others. 

 United Methodist Women and the General 

Board of Global Ministries of The United 

Methodist Church welcome you as partners in 

God’s mission; we experience God daily in our 

spirits and our work. And, when the going gets 

tough, we are renewed and refreshed by a 

reminder of God’s welcome.  The experience 

propels us to action - to share the same welcome 

with God’s people - through mission service.  

Education, leadership, and development, medical 

aid, food security, women’s empowerment, youth 

and children’s work, Bible studies and spiritual 

formation are just a few ways we do the 

welcoming work of mission. We are strengthened 

by the mission opportunities God sends us to us, 

and in turn we learn what it means to receive.  

     United Methodist Women of Cokesbury 

UMC welcome you individually and collectively 

to fellowship with us as we strive to live out our 

purpose, to know God. 

(Faith), Experience Freedom as Whole Persons 

(Hope), Expand Concepts of Mission 

 (Love) and Participate In Global Ministries (In 

Action).   

 Beginning January 2015, Cokesbury 

UMW will meet on the second Sunday after the 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service (about 12:15 p.m.), 

Room 4.    

Friends, I welcome you to join a group of women 

who have been in mission since 1869.  

                 

Adapted: 2015 Prayer Calendar 

 

 

 

 

THURSDAY EVENINGS 
 

By Barbara Horne 
 

Are you interested in learning more about the 

Methodist faith and your church's role in your 

life and the lives of others? A new Thursday 

Bible Study is scheduled to begin on January 8.  

The class is entitled "The Wesleyan Way-

following Christ from a Wesleyan perspective". 

It will be 8 weeks of videos and an 

accompanying book.  Please prayerfully 

consider coming for the great fellowship, 

learning and discovering how you can make a 

difference in our church's life. 

Contact Barbara Horne for any inquiries.  

   

 
Pastor Nelson has resumed the Adult Bible Study 

on Sunday mornings at 9:45 a.m. The topic of the 

class is “Acts” by Craig S. Keener.  Defined as a 

journey inside the pages of Scripture where you 

will meet a personal God who enters individual 

lives and begins a creative work from the inside 

out.  It helps explore emotional, spiritual and intel-
lectual needs of your personal faith.  

This study stands firmly on Scripture and helps 

you explore the emotional, spiritual, and intel-

lectual needs of your personal faith.   

 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://trondhjemlutheran.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/bible_1680c.jpg&imgrefurl=http://trondhjemlutheran.org/tag/bible-study/&h=1450&w=1686&tbnid=lg-HQEVZ4mm3fM:&zoom=1&docid=GJixd7HYPTgkDM&ei=dOeqVMjgBoObNr2zhPgD&tbm=isch&ved=0CD0QMygTMBM&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=930&page=1&start=0&ndsp=20
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  2 Mark Young 
   John Baiden-Amissah 
   Nathaniel Lamptey 
   Patricia Oppang 
  3 Ama Obeng  
  4 Pearl Bickersteth 
  5 Terence Quaye 
   Mike Cowan 
  6 Doreen Johnson 
   Naomi Shaw 
  9 Melanie Irby 
  10 Hannah Simensen 
  11 Rita Johnson  
  12 Kathryn Nelson 
  14 Rennie Nsuase 
  15 Laura Ash 
  17 Wendy Lamptey 
  18 Patricia Cole 
   Roberta Deahl 
   Hunter Wertz 
   LaShanda Patrick 
   Sara Edmonds 
  19 Glenda Lawson 
  22 Diane Haggart 
   Beatrice Quartey 
   Alexandria Westog 
  24 Peggy Dorton 
  25 Virginia Rodriguez 
  26 Heather Johnson 
  27 Keenan Carter 
  28 Greg Harper 
   Doreen Addison 
   Lee Stanford 
  29 Brent Fortenberry 
   Eric BeMiller 
   Karen Pierce 
  30 Kimora Fabien 

         
      
   
 
  
 
 
   2 Linda & Mike Alvey 
   14 Linda & Carl Ennis 
   19 Winnie & Chuck Hogan 
    Su & Bob Kucharuk 
   21 Donna & Roshier Bailey 
     30 Mary & Jack Jewell 

 
 

Do you need a  

Christian tune-up? 
 

If so, here are five tune-up 
specials for you: 
 

1. Adjust your lights so others may see your 

good works. 

2. Set your timing so as to be at the meeting on 

time. 

3.  Adjust the brakes on your tongue. 

4. Align your direction so that you may stay on 

the straight and narrow. 

5.  Anti-freeze your heart and be fervent in 

spirit.  Above all things, love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and soul and mind. 

 
 

 
Committee chairpersons are reminded 

that it is your responsibility to attend the 

monthly meetings of the Admin Council 

on the second Tuesday of each month.  

January’s meeting is scheduled for 

Tuesday, January 13.  Please plan to be 

there. 
 
 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95122008
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MONEY MATTERS (Cont’d) 

workshop, however this year was the best yet.  Carol 

Draper from Virginia Conference Treasurer's Office 

was our keynote speaker with a jam-packed 19-page 

Power Point presentation on Local Church Finance.   

One belief that I have is:  Offerings that you give to 

the church are between you and God only, and 

therefore, must be kept confidential. Along these 

lines, I’ve heard three or four complaints that the 

same people are counters practically every week.   

Counting the offering is a needful and necessary job 

and we can be thankful that a few are serving in this 

way. An appeal for more counters has been in our 

weekly bulletin for several months, with minimal 

response. The UMC Finance Guidelines, page 36 

says, “ Preferably, the counters should be rotated 

from one week to the next.”  Optimally, it would be 

good to have individual counters, count just once a 

month. We need 3 or 4 counters each week.  This 

means we need at least 8 to 12 more counters.  

Please, prayerfully consider serving in this 

important, offering-counting capacity. You could 

ask 2 or 3 of your friends to join you and then do 

something together afterwards. The offering is 

counted after the 11 o’clock service and takes about 

(1) one hour.  It is a sit down job and only involves  

filling in blanks of the offering reconciliation sheet.  

Please let Bunny Mahar, Church Office; Donna  

Sapp, Finance Committee Chair; or myself, Mary 

Seltzer, Finance Secretary know that you will help. 

My aim for all church financials is to be in confor-

mity with all UMC and IRS financial guidelines; use 

accounting best practices; and to be transparent and 

open to our members. This is why I agreed to bring 

back this column, Money Matters.  If you have any 

questions or comments concerning Cokesbury UMC 

finances, please let me know personally, by email 

(mlseltzer@comcast.net) or leave me a message in 

Box 8 by the Fellowship Hall.  

Our Church Council approved the 2015 budget of 

$228,453 at their December meeting, which is an 

average of $19,038 per month. This is an annual 

reduction of $226 from 2014. Our HVAC inspection 

and insurance invoices are paid in one annual pay-

ment, for cost savings. These come due in January 

and shortly thereafter. Plentiful contributions will 

certainly help  us avoid using our Contingency Fund 

for cash-flow purposes in January. 

So, with enthusiasm, let’s see what God will be 

doing through us in 2015?!   

 
By John Jewell, President  

The United Methodist Men are having Mend-

a-House guest speakers at our meeting on 

January 12 at 7 p.m.  They will speak to us on 

how we can help their program and how they 

can help us as a church.  All are welcome. 

On January 17, 2015 the UMM are sponsoring 

our Fourth Annual Prayer Breakfast with 

District Superintendent Jeff  Mickle as guest 

speaker.  Event will be at the Old Country 

Buffet in Woodbridge.  Cost is $10 per 

person.    Please come.  All ages are welcome.  

  

 

mailto:mlseltzer@comcast.net
https://www.google.com/search?biw=1510&bih=850&tbm=isch&q=united+methodist+men+logo+download&revid=1644476506&sa=X&ei=Dv6qVImVC8WegwScu4HQCw&ved=0CCAQ1QIoAA
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Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at both services. 

The 11 a.m. worship service features a children’s 
worship for elementary  school aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM  
(for children, youth, and adults) 

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship 
service that day begins at 10:30 AM and there is no 

Sunday School. 
See the web site for more information: 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us 

 

 

             The Colonnade Staff 

                       Editor: Bunny Mahar 
Postal Coordinator: Joe Greene 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 20th  
of each month for the next month’s edition. 

Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 
OR e-mail them to: cokesburyumc@gmail.com 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Cokesbury United Methodist Church

ANNUAL PRAYER BREAKFAST – Jan. 17 January 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
7:00 IPDC

2
7:00  IPDC

3
10:00 Recovery, Inc.
2:30 UMM to Envoy

4  
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Sunday School Kickoff 
12:15  Helping Hands
1:30-5:00 IPDC

5
6:00  Prayer Group
7:00 IPDC

6
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Finance Meeting

7
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

       

8
7:00 IPDC

9
11:00 UMM to 

Rising Hope
7:00 IPDC

10
10:00 Recovery, Inc.

7:00-10:00 p.m.
    IPDC Sanctuary

11    
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Adult Bible Study
9:45 Trustees Meeting
12:15 UMW Meeting
1:30-5:00  IPDC

12
6:00 Prayer Group
7:00 UM Men Meeting
  w/guest speaker
7:00 IPDC (sanctuary)

13
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Admin Council

    

14
10:00  Cokesbury 

Comforters
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

15
7:00 IPDC

16
7:00  IPDC

17
10:00 Recovery, Inc.
UMM 4th Annual Prayer 
Breakfast, Old Country 

Buffet

18  
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Adult Bible Study
1:30-5:00 IPDC

19
6:00  Prayer Group
7:00  IPDC

20
6:30 Girl Scouts

Colonnade Deadline

21
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00  Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

        

22
7:00 IPDC

23
7:00  IPDC

24
10:00 Recovery, Inc.
1:00-6:00  Reserved
FH/Kitchen (Lynn Lewis) 

25  
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Adult Bible Study
1:30-5:00 IPDC

26   
6:00  Prayer Group
7:00 IPDC

27
6:30 Girl Scouts

28
10:00  Cokesbury 

Comforters
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00  Chancel Choir
7:00  IPDC

29
7:00 IPDC

30
7:00 IPDC

31
10:00 Recovery, Inc


