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Easter Bunny Breakfast 

& Egg Hunt 

The annual Easter Bunny Breakfast & Egg Hunt 

will be held on April 4, 2015.  Much work and 

planning are required to feed all the children who 

want to share their breakfast with the Easter 

Bunny.  If you can help in any way with this 

popular and fun-filled event for the community, 

please indicate your willingness to help. 

Volunteers are needed to hide eggs, donate coffee 

cakes, and assist with the cooking in the kitchen. 

The breakfast menu of pancakes, eggs, sausage, 

juice, milk, coffee and tea will be served at 9 a.m.  

The egg hunt will begin at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, 

April 4.  There will be a charge of $3 for adults, 

$2 for children.   

 

 

 

Installation of Church Leaders 
 

On Sunday, January 25, Cokesbury's officers and 

ministry leaders for 2015 were installed by Pastor 

Clyde Nelson.  They included officers of the 

United Methodist Men and Women, the Board of 

Trustees, and the members of the Church Council.  

The Council is comprised of the chairperson(s) 

from each of our commissions and committees, as 

well as other designated at-large members. 

We greatly appreciate those who are willing to 

serve and to lead us in ministry for the upcoming 

year.  We have been blessed by wonderful people 

who faithfully share their gifts and talents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Barb Firth 

The hungry in our county need us!  Our contri-

butions for ACTS have dropped off drastically.  

Please remember the less fortunate when you 

come to worship.   

Suggested items for the ACTS basket for February 

are canned soups.  Your help is exceedingly 

important to those who are cold, lonely and 

hungry. 

A Very Special Time 
In the seasons of Lent and Easter, the church focuses 

on remembering, retelling and participating in the 

story of the suffering, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ.  

Lent, the period of 40 days before Easter (excluding 

Sundays), begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at 

sundown on Holy Saturday, the evening before 

Easter. 

During Lent, we enter into a season of preparation, 

self-reflection and repentance when we seek to 

literally “turn around” and realign our lives and 

focus toward God. It is a time to give up things as 

well as take on new life-giving practices, helping us 

rid ourselves of distractions and our own selfish 

desires. By doing so, we seek to live and love as 

more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

The Easter Season, also known as Eastertide or the 

Great Fifty Days, begins on Easter Day and ends on 

Pentecost. Focusing on Christ's resurrection and 

ascension and the sending of the Holy Spirit 

(Pentecost), the Eastertide is the most joyous and 

celebrative season of the Christian year. 

During the Easter season, we celebrate the good 

news that in Christ’s death and resurrection we, and 

all creation, are continually being made new by 

God’s love and saving grace. 

(from UMC.org, official online ministry of the 

UMC) 



“Loving others...as Christ first loved us!” 
 

  

The Pastor’s Perspective 

 
This is the second month of the year.  January went so fast for many of us.  I hope you 

have a good beginning of 2015. 

 

During the month of February 2015, some highlights are: 

 

1. Black History Month 

2. Shrove Tuesday/Fat Tuesday 

3. Ash Wednesday 

4. Lenten Journey 

5. Sunday School 

6. Study on John Wesley 

7. United Methodist Women 

8. United Methodist Men 

9. Prayer Comforters 

10. Music Ministries 

11. Ushers Ministries 

12. Can you think of some more, any more to add? 

 

We will be going into the Lenten Season which causes us to explore and discover the 

deep grounding of our faith in Jesus Christ and anticipate our spirits rising into the 

Resurrection on Easter Sunday Morning. 

 

As you start your Lenten journey, it is a time of taking on more of God, Jesus Christ and 

the Holy Spirit in your life and living.   

 

When you start the first day of Lent, God is ready to lead you through the second day and 

beyond until you experience and complete the forty days of Lent…. 
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          MONEY MATTERS 

By Mary Seltzer, Finance Secretary 

Exciting News! 
 

Sixty-nine Cokesbury UMC households gave at least 

one contribution during the first three weeks of 

2015.  As your new Financial Secretary, I find this 

fact extremely encouraging! Do you know why?  
 

This indicates that each member is striving as able, 

to make a difference!  Yes, we all yearn for more 

money to do more, but thankfully, we do not have 

three or four big dictating donors; we have a whole 

community of individuals serving God together! 
 

“Put Another Nickel In” was a 1950 #1 pop song.  

Of course, this love song was talking about putting 

another nickel in the jukebox.  However, it appears 

that some at Cokesbury are practicing, “Put Another 

$5, $10, $20 or $40 In.”  It seems that one Sunday of 

the month their whole planned amount is “Put In,” 

and the other weeks they “Put In” extra as able.  
 

This observation has given me a new, living 

appreciation of Jesus’ widow’s mite lesson in Mark 

12 and Luke 21. Here we learn that small sacrifices 

mean much to God, but why?  Our Cokesbury 

friends are demonstrating that these sacrifices are 

backed with a heart for ministry, service and love   

of God! That’s the answer! 
 

Another indicator of our 2015 robust start is that 

during the first two weeks, 22 groups met, excluding 

Sunday School and Worship services.  Some went to 

Bi-District training, some to UM Women District 

meeting, at least a dozen attended both our UM Men 

and UM Women meetings, sixteen (16) attended our 

UM Men Prayer Breakfast, a group served at Rising 

Hope, Thursday evening Bible Study attendance 

increased, and Choir, Comforters, Helping Hands, 

Prayer Group and more groups started their new 

year. 
 

At our January Finance Committee meeting, Rick 

Clark, our Treasurer, reported that our December 

2014 offerings were greater than December 2013’s, 

even though there were five Sundays in December 

2013!  He also reported that 2014 Total Revenues 

surpassed our Total Expenditures by $148.96.  

However, he still expected a few straggling 2014 

invoices. 
 

We have been blessed with some volunteers for 

offering-counters; a few more would be nice, so that 

each would just serve an hour a month. 
 

One of the offering-counters this past week relayed 

this story to me. When he was growing up, there was 

a sign in his UM church that said, “The Leaders of 

This Church are its Members Assisted by the Pastor 

and Staff.”  With so many striving to serve God with 

their gifts and talents, this is exactly what we have at 

Cokesbury---a church community of Leaders! 
 

Contribution Processing Changes 
 

Have you heard the word “ICON” in church lately?  

This is not new jargon or church-speak; ICON 

Systems is our cloud-based accounting software. 

When I began to work with Cokesbury’s finances, 

we were using 2002 Quick Books, which they 

stopped servicing after a number of years. Then, 

Cokesbury UMC switched to ICON for part of our 

financial needs. Now in 2015, we are beginning to 

utilize ICON’s contribution piece, also.  
 

 ICON is designed for church-only accounting and 

management.  They report that they service 1000’s 

of churches globally and are encrypted with the 

strongest data encryption available, similar to online 

banking systems. 
 

If you have a checking account, your finances are 

online, whether you log in or not. To illustrate, if 

you write a check to Cokesbury UMC on Sunday,  

on Monday your contribution is electronically pulled 

out of your account and deposited in Cokesbury’s 

account at the United Methodist Credit Union in 

Richmond. 
 

The IRS states that contribution receipts can be sent 

to donors by email.  In about a month, after I get our 

email addresses imputed, our ICON system will 

send you instructions as to how you can log into 

your Cokesbury contribution account at any time to 

view it or print off your own contribution report.  
 

ICON can send contribution receipts by email or 

print them out on a printer in batches. When they are 

printed out, it involves the cost of paper, ink jets, 

envelopes and time to fold, stuff and seal envelopes. 

To save costs, hopefully, many will enjoy receiving 

their contribution statements by email. 
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THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
 

By Barbara Horne 
 

Are you interested in learning more about the 

Methodist faith and your church's role in your 

life and the lives of others? Join us at 7:00 on 

Thursday evenings for a study, “The Wesleyan 

Way.”  Class includes videos and an accom-

panying book.    

 
 

Pastor Nelson leads the Adult Bible Study on 

Sunday mornings at 9:45 a.m. The topic of the 

class is “Acts” by Craig S. Keener.  Defined as a 

journey inside the pages of Scripture where you 

will meet a personal God who enters individual 

lives and begins a creative work from the inside 

out.  It helps explore emotional, spiritual and   

intellectual needs of your personal faith.  

 

Did You Know… 
 

We recycle batteries, cell phones, ink cartridges, 

and plastic tops from bottles?  Containers 

available outside the church office.  Plastic tops 

can be put in basket in the kitchen. 

    Thank you, 

     Barb Firth 
 

 

 

 
 

To everyone who has given Christmas 

decorations to Cokesbury over the years, we 

thank you. Also, we thank the families who let 

us borrow needed Christmas items last year. 

In 2014 it had become apparent that we saved 

entirely too many decorations and were unable 

to use them all. We had become quite the 

collector of decorations. In keeping with "less is 

more" and "simplifying,” we found a home for 

our excess, and the less fortunate benefited. We 

hope to keep Cokesbury's Christmas decorations 

to a minimum. Everyone may not be aware, but 

the storage under the stairs is limited and is little 

more that crawl space. In the future, if we have 

a specific need we will let folks know.  

Our Hanging of the Greens Sunday is a 

wonderful time for fellowship and working 

together.  So keeping this in mind, and due to 

our simplifying the decorations in 2014, 

Christmas 2015 should prove to be more 

organized and volunteer friendly. 

We encourage everyone to come join in the fun 

and fellowship. Even if you are unable to 

decorate, please join us for breakfast and enjoy 

the company! The casseroles, and the Pastor and 

Glenn's pancakes were a delicious treat! Thank 

you all who contributed. We couldn't do it 

without you :) 

Happy Healthy New Year 2015! 

2014 Property Chairman Barbara Firth 

Worship Committee Co-Chair Melanie Blair 
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“Loving others...as Christ first loved us!” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
  1 Wayne Wirick                     
   Andrew Kucharuk 
  3 Mary Seltzer                
  4 Tony Miller 
  6 Mildred Nelson 
  7 Joey Galbraith 
   Steven Ash 
  8 Maureen Johnson 
   Alex Surdam 
  9 Al Embrey 
   Ed Horne 
   Brad Senecal 
  10 Olin Bockes 
  11 Wendy Curry 
   Dickson Adjei 
  12 Kyle Keen 
  !3 Skyler Curry 
  15 Brenda Johnson 
   Barbara Firth 
  16 Cameron Tyrrell 
   Gwendolyn D'Aiutolo 
   Lisa Dyson 
  17 Barbara Wagner 
   Lydia Ferran 
  18 Walter Blair 
  19 Valli Cowan 
  20 David Durham 
   Monica Arredondo 
   Chad Westog 
  21 Layla Dyson-Arteaga 
   Malena Dyson-Arteaga 
  22 Danielle Astore 
   Colin Tyrrell 
  25 Tim Wirick 
  26 Rutherford Berry 
  27 Donna Bailey 
   Keenan Carter 

         
      
   
 
  
 
 
  

            2     Dickson & Victoria Adjei 

 14   Rosemary Bessey & Solomon Odai, Sr. 

 17 Mary & Emmett Wright 

 23 Pam & Stephen Tyrrell 

   Donna & Chuck Robinson 

 25 Kamah & Ishmael Thoronka 
 

     
 

 

 
 
 
Many, many thanks to all of you for the very 
generous gift presented to me at Christmas time.  
I appreciate your generosity very much. 
    Mary Jane Fizer 
 
 
Thank you everyone at Cokesbury for the special 
recognition and your generous gift.  I really 
appreciate it.  It really is a joy to play each week.   
Thanks again and God bless you all. 
    Love, Bunny Wirick 
 
 
Thank you everyone for the birthday cards that 
you sent to Roberta Deahl on her recent birthday.  
She received a bevy of cards and was very happy 
and excited to hear from so many of her 
Cokesbury friends.  You brought her a lot of joy 
on her big day. 
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Some Thoughts… 
 
By Joe Greene 
 

During these long, cold and dreary winter months,     

I am sure the winter doldrums are upon most of us 

and who among us is not counting the days until 

we feel the warmth of those summer rays. 

 

And, of course, with these doldrums comes some 

real physical issues that none of us should have to 

face alone. Some of us are not feeling well, some 

of us have received unsettling medical news 

concerning ourselves, our friends and more 

importantly, our very special loved ones. Maybe 

we are having a hard time making ends meet, still 

looking for a job or struggling with some other of 

life's enormous challenges. 

 

But you know you and I do not have to struggle 

alone. Here are some remedies all of us can share 

with one another whether you are the one under 

the weather or are among the fortunate ones 

enjoying life's simple pleasures: 

 

Don't go through another day with lonely or 

depressed feelings. Sometimes friends or family 

members don't recognize the hardships you are 

facing. So reach out because there is always 

someone who cares. 

 

Every now and then pick up the phone and call 

someone.  Let them know you are thinking about 

them - a simple “hi, how are you” is sometimes 

the only thing you need to say.  

 

On Sunday mornings, give someone a very special 

hug and let them know you care about them. 

Don't be afraid to tell friends and loved ones that 

you love them. There might come a day we won't 

have that opportunity. 

 

If someone wants to talk about their rough times, 

be sure to listen. We might not be able to help but 

it sure will ease their pain to know someone is 

willing to lend an ear. 

 

Next time you are at 7-11 purchasing that cup of 

coffee, buy the person's cup who is standing 

behind you. Who knows, maybe just seeing the 

look of surprise or gratitude on their face might be 

the catalyst that lifts you and that person to the 

point of saying “Ok, I am ready to face this 

wonderful day.” 
 

Remember friends, sometimes it seems life is just 

one big struggle, but keep this thought in mind: 

"Even Moses was once a basket case." 
 

Get Ready, Get Set… 

Cokesbury has already begun getting ready for the 

upcoming flea market season 2015. 

For 25 years our flea market has been successful 

because of the men and women who recognized 

the need for this ministry, as well as those who 

continue to carry on.  Planning meetings have 

already begun.  It may seem early to ask for your 

help with the flea market, but help with planning 

or checking out your calendar for dates you can 

offer your service will be tremendous. 

More help is always welcome, so if you are wil-

ling to get involved in such a worthwhile project, 

please contact Dave Woodman, 703-494-6552. 

 

Pure love for Jesus 
 
Jesus has always had many who love his heavenly 

kingdom, but few who bear his cross. He has 

many who desire consolation, but few who care 

for trial. He finds many to share his table, but few 

to take part in his fasting. All desire to be happy 

with him; few wish to suffer anything for him. 

Many follow him to the breaking of bread, but few 

to the drinking of the chalice of his passion. Many 

revere his miracles; few approach the shame of the 

cross. Many love him as long as they encounter no 

hardship; many praise and bless him as long as 

they receive some comfort from him. …  

 

Those, on the contrary, who love Jesus for his 

own sake and not for any comfort of their own, 

bless him in all trial and anguish of heart as well 

as in the bliss of consolation. … What power there 

is in pure love for Jesus — love that is free from 

all self-interest and self-love!  

 

—Thomas à Kempis, The Imitation of Christ  
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Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at both services. 

The 11 a.m. worship service features a children’s 
worship for elementary  school aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM  
(for children, youth, and adults) 

If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship 
service that day begins at 10:30 AM and there is no 

Sunday School. 
See the web site for more information: 

http://www.CokesburyUMC.us 

 
 

 

 

             The Colonnade Staff 

                       Editor: Bunny Mahar 
Postal Coordinator: Joe Greene 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 20th  
of each month for the next month’s edition. 

Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 
OR e-mail them to: cokesburyumc@gmail.com 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Ash Wednesday – Feb. 28                                          February 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
8:30/11:00  Worship 
9:45 Bible Study
12:15  HH Soup & Salad
1:30-5:00 IPDC

2
6:00 Prayer Group
7:00 IPDC

3
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00  Finance Mtg 

4
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 IPDC

5
7:00 Bible Study
7:00 IPDC

6
7:00 IPDC

7
10:00 Recovery, Inc.
2:30 UM Men to Envoy 

Nursing Center

8
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Bible Study
12:15  UMW Meeting
1:30-5:00 IPDC

   

9
6:00 Prayer Group
7:00 UMM
7:00 IPDC

10
6:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 Church Council

11
10:00 Cokesbury Comforters
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 IPDC

12
7:00 Bible Study
7:00 IPDC

13
11:00 UM Men to 
      Rising Hope
7:00 IPDC

14
10:00 Recovery, Inc.

15
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Bible Study
12:15  UMM Valentine Dessert
   in Fellowship Hall
1:30-5:00 IPDC

16
6:00 Prayer Group
7:00 IPDC

17
6:30 Girl Scouts

18  ASH WEDNESDAY
6:30 Children’s Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 Imposition of Ashes
7:00 IPDC

19
7:00 Bible Study
7:00 IPDC

20
7:00 IPDC

Colonnade Deadline

21
10:00 Recovery, Inc.

7:00-10:00 IPDC
Sanctuary/FH

22
8:30/11:00 Worship
9:45 Bible Study
1:30-5:00 IPDC

23
6:00 Prayer Group
7:00 IPDC

24
6:30 Girl Scouts

25
10:00 Cokesbury Comforters
6:30 Children’s Choir
7;00 Chancel Choir
7:00 IPDC

26
7:00 Bible Study
7:00 IPDC

27
7:00  IPDC

28
12:00-4:00  Reserved 
(Edmonds) FH/Kitchen


