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Cokesbury has been very active this past year.  We have an ongoing Thursday night 
bible study lead by Barbara Horne and Sunday morning adult Sunday school led by 
Pastor Clyde Nelson. The Annual Founder’s Day Celebration.  We have an annual 
Vacation Bible School during the summer for the community led by our members/. We 
are trying to revitalize our Children’s Ministry. The children through the children’s time 
in worship gave their offerings to the No More Malaria campaign.  Celebrated baptisms, 
celebrated life and resurrection into eternal life and rest.  The United Methodist Men 
and United Methodist Women in action. We have a very active older adult ministry 

Helping Hands. We have supported Rising Hope, the Envoy Center, Hilda Bard Homeless Shelter and 
the Lords Table and I’m sure that I missed something. 
We had the Raising of the Roof campaign to raise funds to put on a new roof in the Sanctuary and the 
newest part of the church. Which is amazing that we go this done in record time.   
We have had a dedicated group participate in the Shift Campaign which focuses on hospitality and 
worship. 
Cokesbury has been active as God’s grace and love flows through us. 
 

 
 

Palm Sunday March 20 
 

Easter Sunday March 27th 
 

Sunrise Service 6:30 w/Communion 
 

Worship 8:30 w/Communion 
 

Worship 11:00 Easter Cantata 
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    Founder’s Day 2015Founder’s Day 2015Founder’s Day 2015Founder’s Day 2015                 
by: Eunice Bonner 

Cokesbury 56th birthday.  It seemed as if it 
were only yesterday that we were celebrating 
fifty years of its ministry. We think that speaks 
to how busy and committed we are to carrying 
out the will of God, of serving, and being 
obedient servants. It is evident that our 
ministries reach out to the larger communities 
locally, nationally and intentionally; to the 
unserved and underserved; and better serve 
the already served.  As we continue our mission 
orientation, we graciously and humbly share our 
clothes, food, hospitality, fellowship, praise and 
devotion, mosquito nets, school supplies, and 
our unconditional love. Most importantly, as we 
embrace our 56 years of serving, we ask of our 
Savior Jesus Christ to bless us so that our 
actions continue to reflect His teachings more 
and each day.  

This past year we celebrated on Saturday with 
an Ice Cream Social, Praise and Devotion 
Extravaganza with the Cokesbury Praise Band. 
Missing this event was like missing the first 
double rainbow of the summer=..you will go all 
summer long wishing that you had not missed 
this incredible church event.  

On Sunday we experienced a memorable 
special sermon by the Rev. Bonita Darby and 
music by the musically talented Dr. Ronald 
Teel, a pianist who has shared his musical gifts 
a few times.  Our fearless leader who plays 
both the piano and organ surprised us with 
special music. The musical program did not end 
there, for the Fizer family honored us with 
music that spans the spectrum. On the organ 
we had our own organist, Mrs. Mary Jane Fizer, 
who played the prelude with her grandson on 
flute; her spouse, Harry Fizer, with his 
melodious voice sang a favorite of the 
congregation, His Eye Is On The Sparrow; and 
their grandson, Rylie Sullivan, with a solo on 
the flute and later accompanied by his Uncle 
Tim on the Bass Guitar.  It didn’t get any better 
than that!!!  

And not to be outdone, the children and youth 
of the church honored the church and its 
founders by proclaiming a few known facts 
about the church; presenting their colorfully 
designed money bags filled with pennies, 
nickels, and dimes for “Save the Roof 
Campaign”; and ending with a “Happy Birthday 
Cokesbury” salute in honor of its 56 years.  

 

                                Connect Connect Connect Connect CardsCardsCardsCards                                             
by Emmett Wright, Chair Evangelism 

The purple Connect Cards were introduced this 
past April. This was one of the goals of the Shift 
coaching program of more effective ministry in 
the church.  This was a Cokesbury 
congregation participation project. 

There are several purposes for using these 
cards: One is to register member’s attendance, 
to update phone numbers and to get or update 
email addresses. 

This also helps us to see when a member who 
has been regularly attending misses a Sunday.  
We then can call and see how you are, if you 
may be sick, out of town or whatever the case 
may be. Just to say that we missed you.  Or 
you just forgot to fill out a Connect card.  

Second the Connect cards also help us to see if 
you would like the pastor to contact you, or if 
you want to be sent the prayer concerns, or 
announcements. 

Third if you would like to know what ministries 
Cokesbury has to offer and see if you are 
interested in participating in one or more 
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ministries at Cokesbury. This information helps 
Cokesbury get to know you and you to know us 
and where your interests lay.  

Surprisingly, we are getting requests from 
members who want to be on the email list, who 
want to be emailed the prayer concerns, or who 
want to know what the ministries of Cokesbury 
are, and some who want to serve in one or 
more ministries of the church.  

These Connect cards also help Evangelism in 
the case of first time guests to Cokesbury who 
may want to join the church or speak with the 
pastor. This helps fulfill the purposes of 
Evangelism and that is to grow the church by 
getting more people to come to church where 
they can hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ, grow 
in their faith because faith comes from hearing 
the Word of God. This helps bring about all the 
other aspects of being a Christian, in our 
service, with our presence, our witness, and our 
love of God and one another as Jesus 

taught.                     

 

               
 

 

Coupons for the MilitaryCoupons for the MilitaryCoupons for the MilitaryCoupons for the Military    
By. Mary Beth Jewell 

 

 As many of you know Cynthia Rohlfs was in 

charge of getting countless boxes of coupons 

mailed out for military families overseas to use.  

Please help us to continue her legacy by placing 

your already clipped coupons in the box in the 

narthex marked "Coupons for Military 

Families Overseas."  They are sent to the 

Director of Family Services at the Marine Corps 

Base in Okinawa. There they are made available 

to individuals and families on the island. They 

are able to use the coupons up to 30 days after 

the expiration date in military stores 

overseas.  Thanks for your support of this 

important ministry! 

 

 

God's WingsGod's WingsGod's WingsGod's Wings    
 
An article in National Geographic several years 
ago provided an interesting picture of God's 
wings. After a forest fire in Yellowstone National 
Park, forest rangers began their trek up a 
mountain to assess the inferno's damage. One 
ranger found a bird literally petrified in ashes, 
perched statuesquely on the ground at the base 
of a tree. 
 
Somewhat sickened by the eerie sight, he 
knocked over the bird with a stick. When he 
gently struck it, three tiny chicks scurried from 
under their dead mother's wings.  
 
The loving mother, keenly aware of impending 
disaster, had carried her offspring to the base of 
the tree and had gathered them under her 
wings, instinctively knowing that the toxic 
smoke would rise. She could have flown to 
safety but had refused to abandon her babies. 
Then the blaze had arrived and the heat had 
scorched her small body, the mother had 
remained steadfast.  
 
Because she had been willing to die, those 
under the cover of her wings would live. "He will 
cover you with his feathers, and under his 
wings you will find refuge." (Psalm 91:4)  
 
Being loved this much should make a difference 
in your life today. Remember the One who 
loves you, and then be different because of it. 
 

 
This is the place to say thank you    
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Cokesbury United Methodist Cokesbury United Methodist Cokesbury United Methodist Cokesbury United Methodist     
WomenWomenWomenWomen    

 

UMW Purpose: 

The organized unit of United Methodist 

Women shall be a community of women 

whose PURPOSE is to know God and to 

experience freedom as whole persons   

through Jesus Christ; to develop a 

creative, supportive fellowship; and to 

expand concepts of mission through 

participation in the global ministries of 

the church. 

 
Come join us for fun, fellowship and food.  We 
meet on the second Sunday of the month at 
12:15 in the conference room after the 11 am 
service.   

All All All All ladies of the church are ladies of the church are ladies of the church are ladies of the church are 
welcome.welcome.welcome.welcome.    

The United Methodist Women are women who 
love and enjoy doing mission and ministry work. 
The UMW are very active in helping the needs 
of women and children locally and throughout 
the world.   
 
We also have the opportunity to grow spiritually, 
to engage in mission service and advocacy and 
in leadership development. Where ever your 
passion is the UMW will give you that 
opportunity to fulfill your desire. 
 
These are just a few of the things that we do-  
We make school kits for the children who are 
less fortunate.  These are delivered to the 
annual conference.  Last year we made 101 
kits.  We do the Father’s Day Brunch.  We 
participate in the worship service for Mother’s 
Day. We have an annual Mini Retreat at 
Cokesbury.  With the churches help we have a 
Candle Burning Ceremony. We have a World 
Thank Program, We collect dimes to help 
Blackstone Retreat Center and pennies go to 
Church Women United.  And if you love reading 
we have a reading program where you read 
inspirational books and get recognized at our 
annual Alexandria District meeting.  
 

Come join the fun and fellowship with ladies 
from our church for just over one hour each 
month. 

Donna Sapp 
President 

 

EXPLANATION OF GODEXPLANATION OF GODEXPLANATION OF GODEXPLANATION OF GOD    
 

It was written by an 8-year-old named Danny 
Dutton, who lives in Chula Vista, CA. He wrote 
it for his third grade homework assignment, to 
'explain God.'  

(And he had such an assignment, in California, 
and someone published it... 
I guess miracles do happen!) 
 
EXPLANATION OF GOD: 'One of God's main jobs is 
making people. He makes them to replace the ones 
that die, so there will be enough people to take care 
of things on earth. He doesn't make grownups, just 
babies. I think because they are smaller and easier 
to make. That way he doesn't have to take up his 
valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He can 
just leave that to mothers and fathers.' 
 
'God's second most important job is listening to 
prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since some 
people, like preachers and things, pray at times 
beside bedtime. God doesn't have time to listen to 
the radio or TV because of this. Because he hears 
everything, there must be a terrible lot of noise in his 
ears, unless he has thought of a way to turn it off.' 
 
'God sees everything and hears everything and is 
everywhere which keeps Him pretty busy. So you 
shouldn't go wasting his time by going over your 
mom and dad's head asking for something they said 
you couldn't have.' 
 
'Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I don't 
think there are any in Chula Vista. At least there 
aren't any who come to our church.' 
 
'Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work, 
like walking on water and performing miracles and 
trying to teach the people who didn't want to learn 
about God. They finally got tired of him preaching to 
them and they crucified him. But he was good and 
kind, like his father, and he told his father that they 
didn't know what they were doing and to forgive 
them and God said O.K.' 
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'His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had 
done and all his hard work on earth so he told him 
he didn't have to go out on the road anymore. He 
could stay in heaven. So he did. And now he helps 
his dad out by listening to prayers and seeing things 
which are important for God to take care of and 
which ones he can take care of himself without 
having to bother God. Like a secretary, only more 
important.' 
 
'You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to 
help you because they got it worked out so one of 
them is on duty all the time.' 
 
'You should always go to church on Sunday 
because it makes God happy, and if there's anybody 
you want to make happy, it's God! 
 
Don't skip church to do something you think will be 
more fun like going to the beach. This is wrong. And 
besides the sun doesn't come out at the beach until 
noon anyway.' 
 
'If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, 
you will be very lonely, because your parents can't 
go everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can. 
It is good to know He's around you when you're 
scared, in the dark or when you can't swim and you 
get thrown into real deep water by big kids.' 
 
'But...you shouldn't just always think of what God 
can do for you. I figure God put me here and he can 
take me back anytime he pleases.  
 
And...That’s why I believe in God.' 

 

 

Prayers for Joys or Concerns 

Please tell of your joys or concerns.  We 
will only put names in for concerns, unless 
you say that it is ok to list your concern like 

an illness.  And we would love to celebrate 
your joys like a birth, new job or graduation.   

We have a prayer group that meets every 
Monday night at 6 o’clock. We also have an 
e-mail prayer group. 

We have prayer warriors who pray every 
day for our joys and concerns. 

If you would like to be a part of this ministry, 
please let us know.  Please e-mail the office 
and Louise will pass on the information to 
the prayer ministry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bishop Cho asks that as part of the prayer 
covenant that we commit ourselves to at least 
one of prayer daily.  If you would like to join the 
prayer covenant, please see Emmett Wright or 
call the office. 

    
 

Mary & Jack Jewell Peggy & Kyle Keen 

Cheryl Petitt Mary & Tom Taylor 

Mary & Emmett Wright Pat & Rick Martin 

Juanita Brown Jeanne Todd 

Mark Young Joan Freeman 

Allen Jewell For the unchurched 

Guidance, love, peace, 

to all this day. 

For shut ins  

For the elderly  Care givers 

For those in the 

hospital 

For our country and the 

world 
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Real Discipleship SurveyReal Discipleship SurveyReal Discipleship SurveyReal Discipleship Survey    
From the Shift Program 

 
These are the results from the survey that was given in church.  Please take a moment 
to visit the fellowship hall and see this display.  
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Angela Obeng 

 

4    Angela Obeng 

 5    Carl Ennis  

 6    Betty Greene 

 9      Rick Clark 

 12    Scott BeMiller 

 15    Innocent Omuoha 

        19    Kasey Kerton 

         Sharon Lasko 

 20   Dexter Armentrout 

        Kelly Cox 

 21 Jeremy Yoho 

       Bridget Acheampong 

 22 Alyssa Drye 

       Nicole Elliott 

 25  Margaret Palomares 

 26  Julie Mahan 

 27  Slolmon Odai, Jr. 

       Kevin Brooks 

 28  Marian Benson 

 29  Dan Haggart 

       Sussie Amponah 

 30 Gloria Baltimore 

 31  Michele Surdam 

  

        

                    
  Bunny Breakfast at 9:30 

               Easter Egg Hunt at 10am 

              Saturday March 26 at 10am 

M 

A 

R 

C 

H 

 

4    Bonnie & David Birk 

7    Frances & Robert Powell 

      Denise & Patrick Elliott 

      Sheillaa & Daniel Nsuase 

8    Felicia Akowuah & William ponsah   

  

  2    Dickson & Victoria Adjai 

  5    Lauri & John Garrett 

 12   Bruce & Elizabeth Magruder 

        Kwasi & Catherine Addo 

 16   Karen & David Pierce 

 31  Rosina Lartey & Nathaniel Lamptey 

   

 

 

 



“Loving others...as Christ first loved us!” 

 

8 

 

 

 March 2016 
 
1st Girl Scouts meet @ 6:30pm every Tuesday 
 Finance meet @ 7pm 
 
2nd Choir meets @ 6/7pm every Wednesday 
 IPDC meets @ 7pm every Wednesday 
 
3rd Bible Study @ 7pm every Thursday 
 IPDC meets @ 7 pm every Thursday 
 
4th IPDC meets @ 7pm every Friday 
 
5th  Recovery meets @ 10am every Saturday 
 HH set up for Luncheon on Sunday 
 UMM go to Envoy @ 2:30pm 
6th HH luncheon @ 12:15pm 
 
11th UMM go to Rising Hope @ 11am 
 
20th Palm Sunday  
 
26th  Easter Bunny Breakfast @ 9:30am 
    Egg Hunt @ 10am  
 
27th Easter Sunrise Service @ 6:30am 
 Continental Breakfast 7am 
 Worship Service @ 8:30 and 11am 
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Sunday Worship ServiceSunday Worship ServiceSunday Worship ServiceSunday Worship Service    
8:30 am & 11 am 

Nursery available at both services. 
The 11 am worship service features a children’s worship 

for elementary school aged children.  
Sunday school at 9:45 am 

(for children, youth, and adults) 
If there is a 5th Sunday in the month, the worship service 

that day begins at 10:30 am 
And there is no Sunday school. 

 
See the web site for more information: 

http://cokesburyumc.church/ 

 
 
Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 15th 
of each month for the next month’s edition. 
 

Place articles in mail box #3 or e-mail them to 
donnajosapp@hotmail.com 
Donna Sapp 703-494-5907 
Church office 703-494-5400 

 

The Colonnade StaffThe Colonnade StaffThe Colonnade StaffThe Colonnade Staff    
    

Editor:  Donna Sapp 
Postal Coordinator: Joe Greene 


