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Cokesbury 58th Anniversary 
“We Are the Church” is the Cokesbury United Methodist Church 58th Anniversary theme. Come praise 
the Lord with us!  

Mark your August Calendar with three major events associated with this auspicious occasion.  All three 
events are planned so that we feel the spirit of “You/We Are the Church Together.”  

Starting Saturday, August 12th, Cokesbury Praise Band will move us to dance, sing, and witness the 
blessings of being a ‘we are the church together’. While we open our hearts and souls to hymns and 
gospel and contemporary music, we will occasionally step aside to enjoy and be refreshed by the 
country’s number one dessert…. ice cream!  

And if that is not enough, on Sunday, August 27 beginning at 10:30am, we will witness an amazing 
Founders’ Day Worship Service and Special Program. To share their God given talents and skills will be 
Rev. Robin BeMiller, the Cokesbury Chancel Choir, our Children and Youth Liturgical Dancers, and a few 
surprises.  

A Methodist event without food is like a day without sunshine.  Oh, yes, there will be food!  There will be 
food for every palette, every age, size, and plenty of it prepared by our own licensed restaurateur Ms. 
Sonja Allen-King.  

Come!  Invite your family!  Ask your neighbors to join us!  Be a true disciple and extend invitations to all 
who will come! Be Evangelist Emmett Wright in your invitational gestures!!  

Eunice Bonner, 2017 Founders’ Day Chairperson    

 
Editorial Comments 

Donna Sapp 

 
Thank you to all who helped make this past issue a success.  We did it!   
 
As you read this issue you will see that anyone wishing to submit an article is welcome to do so. All 
articles must be turned in by the 15th of each month so that we can publish it and get it out to you by 
the 1st of each month.  We want everyone to know what you are doing.  When submitting an article if 
possible please e-mail it to me, donnajosapp@hotmail.com  or put it in the mail box #3 in the hallway by 
the fellowship hall, but if you need to submit it in writing please do so. We need your input!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

mailto:donnajosapp@hotmail.com
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Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ,  

Lindsey, Elijah, and I were completely 
overwhelmed by how hospitable and kind 
everyone was for our first Sunday at Cokesbury. 
Between the encouraging comments, the faithful 
singing, and the incredible food, we feel like God 
has called us to the right place!   

As we continue to learn more about one 
another, I am eager to discover where God is 
calling the church. However, I don’t want us to 
rush into any new ministries or programs without 
taking the time to really discern God’s will. I’ve 
only been with the church for a couple weeks 
but I can feel the sense of hope buzzing in the 
air and it’s up to us to make God’s plans come 
to fruition. We can come closer to what God is 
calling us to do by patiently listening in prayer, 
opening the well-worn covers of our bibles, and 
joining together each Sunday to worship the 
living God.   

In the coming weeks, there will be a handful of 
opportunities for us to grow in love of God and 
neighbor at Cokesbury. I would like to draw your 
attention to the new Sunday School class on Will 
Willimon and Stanley Hauerwas’ book Resident 
Aliens. I will be leading the class each Sunday 
(9:45am) and copies of the book are available in 

the church office. Additionally, I will be writing a 
weekly devotional for the church that will come 
out via email every Monday. The hope of the 
devotional is to keep us connected with God’s 
Word between Sundays and to also keep us 
informed about what’s happening in the life of 
Cokesbury Church.   

If you are unable to join us on Sunday morning 
for worship you can find written and audio 
copies of the sermon at 
www.ThinkandLetThink.com   

I give thanks to God for all of you and for the 
many ways that you serve God’s kingdom 
through the ministries of Cokesbury Church. If 
there is anything I can do to better serve your 
needs, please don’t hesitate to let me know.  

-Rev. Taylor Mertins  

 

Parables Worth Thinking About....  

Pastor Taylor Mertins is a powerful story teller! 
That we know for sure. Each Sunday his 
sermons have been brought to life by the use of 
parables. Jesus was a great story teller who 
used parables to bring his message to all who 
listened.  

While Pastor Mertins’ sermons are published 
weekly for your edification, the Colonnade will 
take the liberty of publishing one of his stories 
excerpted from his weekly message.  

“We Are the Stories We Tell” was the name of 
Pastor Mertins first sermon to Cokesbury. Here 
is the story taken from that message delivered 
on Sunday, July 2, 2017:  

Years ago, there was a young man who was 
about to embark on his second appointment in 
the United Methodist Church. He had gone to 
the right seminary and learned from the best 
professors. He had served his first church 
faithfully, but the time had come for him to follow 
his call at a new church.  

However, he didn’t know much about where he 
was being sent. All he knew was the name, John 
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Wesley UMC, and the location, off in the middle 
of nowhere Georgia.  

For four years the young man had worked hard 
for his first church, he had made just enough 
mistakes to know what was right and what was 
wrong, and when he drove into town with the 
moving van full of his belongings, he went to the 
church before he went to the parsonage. Filled 
with excitement and hope he drove out on the 
old country road but when he arrived at the right 
address there was no church. So, he doubled 
back and went down the empty road until he 
found a very disheveled looking building with the 
biggest and the most hideous tree he had ever 
seen blocking the sign and most of the church.  

The place needed some work: a new roof, new 
paint, new everything really. But above all 
things, it needed to have that tree uprooted. The 
young pastor stood on the front lawn of the 
property and the wheels started clicking in his 
mind… How many people had driven past the 
building without even knowing it was a church? 
How could they let such an ugly tree blemish 
God’s house? And then he knew what he 
needed to do.  

He got in his car and went back to the 
parsonage, but instead of unpacking all his 
belongings and getting settled, he was on a 
mission for one box, the one labeled: chainsaw.   

Hours later, with sweat dripping from his brow, 
the pastor stood proudly on the front lawn with 
the church now being completely visible from the 
road. The marquee shined with a new brilliance, 
the side of the building was available for all to 
see, and the old gnarled tree was perfectly 
arranged in neat even logs stacked in the back.   

A few days passed and the young pastor 
continued to day dream about how many more 
people would be there for his first service simply 
because the tree was gone. And he was working 
on his first sermon when the telephone rang; it 
was the District Superintendent. For a fleeting 
moment, the young pastor thought that maybe 
the DS was calling to congratulate him for taking 
the initiative to beautify the church, but the DS 
said, “I hope you haven’t finished unpacking, 
because you’re being sent to a different church.”  

You see: the church was named John Wesley 
UMC for a reason. Back in the 1730s, John 
Wesley himself had planted that tree during his 
mission to the colony of Georgia and the 
community built a church around the tree to 
commemorate where the founder of the 
movement had once served. For centuries, the 
tree stood as a reminder for all the Wesley stood 
for, the roots were reminiscent of the need for a 
deep love of the scriptures, and its shade was 
enjoyed like the mustard bush from the time of 
our Lord.  

And that young, foolish, and brazen pastor had 
chopped it down to the ground.   

I haven’t been here long, but I love how we have 
these open windows in the sanctuary, windows 
through which we can see the church property. 
And I want to be clear: no trees have been 
chopped down since I arrived in town!  

Stories are remarkably important. They contain 
everything about who we were, who we are, and 
who we can be. Stories held within a community 
help to shape the ways we interact with one 
another and how we understand what it means 
to live in this world. We tell stories all the time to 
make people laugh, to make people cry, and to 
teach important lessons about life.  

We are the stories we tell. 

 

235th Session of Virginia 
Annual Conference 

 

The newly appointed Bishop Sharma D. Lewis 
officially Opened the 235th session of the 
Virginia Annual Conference on June 16, 
2017. The conference theme was “A New 
Thing.”   
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Bishop Lewis gave her first episcopal address 
as the Virginia Conference's New Bishop.    
Bishop Lewis reminded the gathering that God 
sent her to do a new thing. God said, "Behold I 

will do a new thing." Then Bishop Lewis stressed 

that: "It's time to stop playing church and to start 
being the church by demonstrating the 
transformations that have occurred within 
through our transformations through Jesus 
Christ."  

The bishop said the conference must do three 
things: Change our focus. Clarify our 
focus.  Commit to God's plan. "We must commit 
ourselves to God's plan.”   

Several churches were recognized that are 
closing this year.  And new faith communities 
were introduced. They are all in the Alexandria 
and Arlington Districts and included, Gainesville, 
Second Site, Benson McGlone - Alexandria 
District, and Ghana Wesley UM Mission Second 
Site led by Pastor John Obeng Alexandria 
District.  Bishop Lewis prayed for the new faith 
communities.  

A Service of Remembrance and Holy 
Communion was held for those who had gone 
onto glory after the last conference. Bishop 
Sharma D. Lewis led prayer for the Service of 
Thanksgiving and Holy Communion.   

A Mission Worship Service was celebrated and 
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr., Resident Bishop 
of the Mississippi Conference, gave the sermon 
titled: "Stay Focused."  

This year the conference offering will continue to 
support the partnerships with the Virginia 
Conference's United Methodist missions in 
Cambodia, Mozambique and Brazil. In the 
Virginia Conference, the special offering will 
provide funds to three areas.  

Retirement service was held for all the retirees 
with a total of 1,440 years of services rendered.   

The Rev. Tom Berlin, a member of The 
Commission on a Way Forward that was 
proposed by the Council of Bishops and 
approved by the 2016 General Conference to do 
a complete examination and possible revision of 

every paragraph of the Book of Discipline 
concerning human sexuality and explore options 
that help to maintain and strengthen the unity of 
the church gave a report. He recommended the 
book The Anatomy of Peace for all to read.  

Saturday evening featured A Service for the 
Ordering of Ministry. Bishop Lewis conducted 
the Licensing of Local Pastors, the 
Commissioning of Provisional Members and the 
Ordination of a Deacon and Elders.  

Later, the bishop announced that $113,000 has 
been collected for the conference offering. Goal 
is $200,000. Funds will still be accepted to reach 
the goal. The youth will collect money for the 
Youth Service Fund during the break.  

The bishop said, "After much prayer, 
discernment, sharing, compiling data of the 32 
sessions, our ministry vision for the Virginia 
Annual Conference is to be disciples of Jesus 
Christ who are lifelong learners, who influence 
others to serve.'"   

The district superintendents later came forward 
to fix the appointments.   

Bishop Lewis then thanked all the delegates and 
called the 235th session to a close after singing, 
"Let the Church say Amen."  
 
Submitted by,  
Michael Obeng              
Lay Delegate to VAC 
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2017 Virginia Annual 
Conference 

Some highlights, reflection, and purpose 

Submitted by: Emmett Wright, Lay Leader 

The 235th session of the Virginia Annual 

Conference was held in Hampton, Virginia from 

June 16th through 18th.   

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis who has demonstrated 

a delightful presence, witness, and service to the 

Lord. 

The Theme for this conference is, A New Thing.  

We Prayed, we sang, which I always enjoy, and 

to hear over 4,000 voices singing together in 

perfect harmony was wonderful.   

It was noted at one of the sessions that a Wesley 

Foundation was established at Virginia State 

College (which is now Virginia State University) 

which support the Virginia Methodist Homes for 

the elderly, a fund for retired clergy. These are 

among some of the work of ministry that the 

conference uses our Apportionment money for.   

Why would one attend the Virginia Annual 

Conference every year?  To confirm who we are 

as Christians, what we do, and how we are 

connected in this connectional system. One must 

come face to face with ourselves, with others, 

and with God.  

At this Virginia Annual Conference, it was 

pointed out what we should be doing as 

followers of Jesus Christ and as 

Christians.  Described as life-long learners, 

influencing others to serve the Lord. Whether it 

be in the Church on Sunday, any day of the 

week, at home, at Walmart, at the Wawa, on 95, 

at the grocery store, or in your neighborhood; 

with your neighbors who may come from near or 

far as: Pakistan, Dumfries, England, Ghana, or 

Woodbridge.   

The mission of the Church to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world 

may not involve traveling that far. You may only 

have to travel just a few feet to next door or up to 

Cokesbury.   

It may help you to learn how through Prayer, 

meditation, the Bible (Scripture), Bible study in 

your life, or at the Virginia Annual Conference.  

 

Vision 

  Our ministry vision for the Virginia Annual 

conference is to be disciples of Jesus Christ who 

are lifelong learners, who influence others to 

serve”. 

 Excerpts from Bishop Sharma D. Lewis 

“Sunday Sermon”.  

After visiting the sixteen (16) Districts of the 

Virginia Annual Conferences, holding thirty-two 

“chat and chews”, listening sessions, much 

analysis, and prayer a common theme emerged. 

She heard people say, again and again they 

wanted to learn more – about the Bible, about the 

Wesleyan way, about how to share their faith, 

about how to make disciples.  Bishop Lewis 

share with us her “Vision” for ministry of the 

Virginia Annual Conference.  She also heard 

many people talk about how important it is to the 

life of their church that they have ways to serve 

other and that they needed help in being better at 

making disciples of Jesus Christ through their 

personal witness.   

The personal passion of Bishop Lewis is to focus 

on discipleship.  She is deeply committed to 

sharing far and wide the love and power of the 

living Lord Jesus, so much more and more 

people can know the joy of following Jesus. 

“Take Jesus to the streets!” she said. She wants 

to be known as the “discipleship” bishop.   

Articulating the vision quoted above, three key 

phrases give focus to understanding it: (1) 
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lifelong learners; (2) influence others; (3) to 

serve. We are invited to focus on our learning, 

influencing, and serving; all so that we can be a 

disciple who make disciples. These three focal 

points will help us find forward momentum and 

alignment for our resources, energy, and 

prayers.   

Submitted by Mary V. Wright   
Alex District Delegate  
 

 

Those Among Us! 
By: Glenn Vinson 

The goal of this column is to 
acquaint you with people 
who attend Cokesbury 
UMC, who you may even sit 
next to on Sunday.   

Barbara Kilvington (later 
Barbara Firth) was on in 

Folsom, PA, a suburb of Philadelphia.   

Barbara says she talks to Jesus all day long; 
she grew up going to Sunday School because 
her parents made it a fact of life. Her father was 
a pianist and he played the hymn “How Great 
Thou Art” every Sunday morning, that meant get 
out of bed and get ready to go to Sunday 
School.  

Barbara’s great grandmother was ill and 
bedridden but instilled a strong religious faith in 
her.  Since she was ill, her great grandmother 
attended church vicariously through Barbara and 
Barbara would relate to her what had happened 
at church and would answer many 
questions.  Barbara says her answer to her 
great grandmother’s question - what would you 
do if Jesus came back was “I would say hello to 
him, I guess.” She says her faith has gotten her 
through a lot in life, and she has been blessed. 

Barbara lived in Folsom until she married and 
became a military wife, traveling and living with 
her husband and children to several places 
including, Valdosta, GA, San Antonio, TX, Las 
Vegas, NV, Dover, DE, and overseas to 
Germany.  

While in Germany in 1963 they rented an 
apartment from a family that had escaped from 
Czechoslovakia. The grandmother of the family 
related some of the hardships they had endured 
and impressed on Barbara the need to make 
use of items we normally throw away in the 
trash. She used to go through Barbara’s trash 
and point out that chicken bones could be used 
for soup, and other still useful items. Barbara 
learned to conserve, sew and repair her nylon 
stockings, and other such useful money-saving 
techniques.  

Barbara and her family lived among the German 
population (“on the economy”) and only had 
heat, and hot water once a week; things we take 
for granted.  For sanitation purposes, they could 
not eat the locally-grown vegetables, they had to 
exist only on food purchased from the U.S. Army 
Commissary.  

Barbara relates that she had the experience 
of taking the U.S. Army troop train and traveling 
through communist-controlled East Germany to 
Berlin, and seeing the Berlin Wall that separated 
the two Germanys. Barbara tells of her oldest 
son, at Checkpoint Charlie, waving to a little 
German boy on the other side of the wall; they 
could see each other, but were separated by the 
cold war.   

Later, while working for USAA Insurance in San 
Antonio, TX, Barbara found herself standing 
next to President Lyndon Banes Johnson who 
was in town to campaign for a local politician, 
and LBJ stepped on her foot! For the longest 
time, his foot was on her foot, finally he noticed, 
and what a relief.  But not many get that close to 
a President, even if he steps on your foot!  

1977, Barbara’s husband, now a civilian, was a 
Capitol policeman in Washington DC.  He was 
assigned to a group to protect some members 
of Congress.  Barbara interacted socially with 
some of the congressional members, receiving 
presents and invitations to events.  The biggest 
thrill for our family and grandchildren was to see 
the lighting of the Capital Christmas tree from 
the Speaker’s balcony.  

Barbara later separated from her husband and 
worked for State Farm Insurance as a licensed 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Church+People+Clip+Art&FORM=IRBPRS
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agent for 28 years. She had three children, two 
sons, Larry and Jim and a daughter, Diana.  She 
lost Larry two years ago to brain cancer.   

Barbara’s faith was bolstered by experiences 
she had when she witnessed the death of two 
loved ones. When Barbara was 12 she 
witnessed her great grandmother’s death. Her 
great grandmother raised her hands, called her 
husband’s name, closed her eyes and died.   

Her best friend who was cancer ridden died, 
Barbara was there and saw her friend’s spirit 
leave her body at the time of death.  She says it 
was something to see. Later her friend’s 
husband told Barbara he also saw the spirit 
leave his wife, but wasn’t sure if the others had 
also. Barbara believes that death is a part of life, 
and that there’s a sense of peace that comes 
over you when it’s your time.    

Barbara’s introduction to Cokesbury began in 
1992, when she was a vendor selling at the flea 
market.   She was invited to visit the church, 
loved it and has been here ever since.  She 
became the custodian for Cokesbury about 6 
years ago.  

 In 2003, she became the coordinator of our flea 
market, later joined by Dave Woodman and has 
done so ever since.  Coordinating the now 27-
year-old flea market is a monumental time-
consuming task. But she does it so willingly and 
so well.  She is certainly one of the most vital 
assets of Cokesbury United Methodist Church.   

Matthew 13:1-9; The parable that Jesus told 
about the sower casting seeds out on a path, on 
rocky ground, on sun drenched soil, then finally 
on good soil.  

 

 

 

Cokesbury Sunday School 

Lo and behold!  Last 
week, we had a full class 
of 14 children at Sunday 
School, ranging from 
ages 2 1/2 to 12, and the 
older youths, ages 12 
and up. The older youth 

were so wonderful helping the little ones.  Our 
spiritual seed must be falling on fertile soil, that 
was probably the largest class that we have had 
in several weeks  

Thanks to Ms. Kasey’s generosity, the children 
each had their own individual pot.  They planted 
seeds in their pots, sowing seeds *some flowers, 
some herbs* in garden pots, then they placed 
the pots on the window sill in the sun.  Each 
week, the children will watch their plants grow- 
just as in the scripture we heard in service = the 
sower (God) who threw the seeds wherever they 
went and trusted some would grow, and we trust 
that some of the seeds the children sowed will 
also grow.  

 Ms. Kasey, Ms. Susan, Ms. Gloria, Ms. Melanie 
and Mr. Glenn are so pleased that the children 
are enjoying the Sunday School program  

We have many other plans for activities that the 
children can participate in, including children 
cooking and maybe outdoor play, fun music and 
dancing and more.  

Mr. Glenn has been leading thoughtful 
discussions with the children and they are 
captivated by the animated videos and Ms. 
Kasey is leading the prayers and activities so 
that the children understand the messages.  

Parents, come see what all the fun and 
excitement is all about at Sunday School.  

In faith,  

The Sunday School Team, 
Ms. Susan, Mr. Glenn, Ms. Kasey, Ms. Gloria 
and Ms. Melanie. 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=bxZpZoOS&id=99AAB9D560DC076EFD44EF15646830F7AEA6C6EC&thid=OIP.bxZpZoOSIBut-h_8aWUn6gEsBz&q=United+Methodist+Women+Clip+Art&simid=607999360149685474&selectedIndex=22
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1501&bih=810&tbm=isch&tbnid=XFKacrTVutDJJM:&imgrefurl=http://www.caseysabella.com/thomas/?page_id=71&docid=PGzyaf8xqXaZQM&imgurl=http://www.caseysabella.com/thomas/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/childrens_church.gif&w=640&h=474&ei=ebeeUdXdDcKU0QHFgIGIBA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:4,s:0,i:174&iact=rc&dur=954&page=1&tbnh=189&tbnw=256&start=0&ndsp=18&tx=118&ty=77
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Cokesbury Sunday School 
Last week, the worship service scripture was 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Flea Market 2017 
By Barbara Firth 

 
Working the Flea Market on Saturdays not only 
helps our church considerably, but also affords 
time for some very rewarding conversation. 
 
Recently while working, Leo Bonner and I were 
in a conversation about his dad (a former United 
Methodist Minister).  From that I was given 
inspiration for this article.   
 
He shared with me an experience his dad had in 
Europe which led Reverend Bonner to State------ 
If you want God’s work done on earth you need 
to Supply the hands and feet. 
 
God’s work does happen at our Flea Market.  
We need you on Saturday and there are things 
to be done during the week that make our Flea 
Market happen. 
 
Yes, the Flea Market helps us financially, “BUT” 
more importantly there are many opportunities 
available to spread the Good News of Jesus 
Christ thru our example to the community.  

Please consider where you will / can help.  
Some back-ground tasks can be done the week 
prior to the Flea Market Day and require less 
than an hour of your time.  If you feel led to be of 
help in anyway, please contact Barb. Firth 703-
491-7539 or Dave Woodman 571-492-8680 or 
contact the church office. 
 
Matthew5:16 
Let your light so shine before men; that they will 
see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven. 

 
 
 

Saturday Flea Market 
Norma A. Gutierrez 

 
I have been coming to the Saturday Flea Market 
at Cokesbury United Methodist Church for over 
10 years. It all started with my parents, Francis 
and Rosalina Alexander, who were venders for 
about 8 years before they moved to Florida back 
in 2005.  During their time here, I would come by 
and help them on Saturdays.  They used to sell 
all sorts of things from CD” s, swiss army knives, 
to collectable baseball cards.  When they 
moved, I decided that I wanted to continue to go 
on Saturdays and become a vender.   
My husband and I sell used/new appliances, 
shoes, speakers and other miscellaneous items.  
Throughout the years, I have met many people 
and some turned into good friends.  Everyone 
working or volunteering from the church on 
Saturdays are always welcoming and have 
smiles on their faces.  It is well organized and if 
anyone has questions there is always someone 
there to help.  Overall, I am grateful to be a part 
of the Cokesbury United Methodist Church Flea 
market community and I look forward too many 
more Saturdays to come. 

 
 

Helping Hands Senior 

Ministry 

Helping Hands members and friends get 
together several times a year to travel to the 
Riverside Dinner Theater in Fredericksburg, VA, 
to attend shows and have dinner.  We always 

Founder’s Day 
Celebration 

Will be a combined 
10:30 am Service.  

 
 However, after 

Founder’s Day we are 
going back to two 

worship services each 
Sunday  

at 8:30 am and 11 am. 
 
. 
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have a great time, good fellowship, and good 
food. Sometimes we have as many as 37 
attendees in our party.   

The last presentations we attended were 
"Saturday Night Fever", "Million Dollar Quartet", 
and "Driving Miss Daisy".   Both the acting and 
singing were amazing.  

We form carpools and leave from Cokesbury 
UMC parking lot. Those who wish to do so can 
go on their own and just meet the Cokesbury 
party there.  

The cost is $58 which includes the show, dinner, 
and gratuity. You may add an additional tip as 
well as complete a survey of the show, food, and 
overall hospitality; if you wish.  

You do not have to be a member of Cokesbury 
United Methodist Church or even a member of 
Helping Hands Senior Ministry to attend.  You 
may reach me (Mary Jane Fizer) by calling 703- 
494-6654 or email me at mfizer5038@aol.com 
as we would love to have you attend some of 
the performances with us. We are already 
getting sign-ups for the September 
performance.    

You may pay in full by August 14th or pay in two 
installments; one on August 14th of $28, and the 
second payment of $28 is due on or before 
September 13th.  

Please note our selection of performances for 
the next several months:  

September 13 - "Seven Brides for Seven                                    
Brothers"  
December 27 - {Wednesday} - "A Christmas 
Spectacular"  
February 25 - A Broadway Musical - title to be 
announced  
Mary Jane Fizer:  Helping Hands Social 
Calendar Coordinator  
 
Mary Jane Fizer: 
Helping Hands Social Calendar Coordinator 

 
 
 
 

 Missions & Outreach Commission   

A Heart to Serve 

Members prayerfully 
respond to the needs of 
others as disciples of Jesus 
Christ by reaching out to 
persons in our community 
and worldwide.  Our mission 
is to do God’s work  by 
preparing  hot meals to 
serve to the homeless, 

joining hands in a circle of prayer at The Lord’s 
Table, giving personal care items to the needy, 
packing bagged lunches for the Hilda Barg 
Homeless Prevention Shelter, participating in 
ACTS food collection for Holiday Food Baskets, 
collecting Stuffed Animals for children in disaster 
areas, providing Bibles for prison ministries, 
funding United Methodist Advance ministries, 
supporting a missionary in Cambodia, donating 
reading books for school children, participating 
in the flea market concession stand, baking 
delicious brownies and cookies for bake sales, 
and touching lives with our presence, gifts, 
talents and prayers.  

Missions & Outreach Commission meets on the 
third Sunday of the month at 12:15 pm. You are 
welcome to join us as we learn about mission 
opportunities to serve others while enjoying 
Christian fellowship.    

Deirdre Dorsey, Chair  

 

Ms. Mary Jane Fizer’s Resignation!! 

 
I recently received a letter from Ms. Mary Jane 
Fizer informing me that she could no longer 
serve as organist/pianist at Cokesbury United 
Methodist Church.  Ms. Fizer’s letter is post 
marked 7/3/2017.  It has sat on my desk since I 
received it because I did not know how to 
respond.  
 
I searched on line for examples of letters that 
are sent to someone who is retiring, but nothing 
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seemed to fit the occasion.  After all, what do 
you say to someone who performed a job for 
fifty-three years without pay?  
.   
Mary Jane has been at the organ or piano for 
more Sundays than I can calculate.  Oh, and 
let’s don’t forget the numerous times that she 
has played at special occasions on other days of 
the week 
 
What do you say to someone who volunteered 
for 53 years?  The word, ’Thanks’ does not quite 
meet the mail.  Certainly, something poetic 
would be appropriate, but I lack those poetic 
skills.  
 
Perhaps this will suffice.  We will miss seeing 
Mary Jane sitting at that organ every Sunday 
and on other days when her services were 
needed.  She was and will continue to be a 
blessing to the church and a testimony to her 
faith.  Eventually, Cokesbury will find another 
organist or pianist but there will never be 
another Mary Jane Fizer.   
 
May God bless her and vaya con dios.  

Leo Bonner, SPRC Chairperson  

 

Car Wash, Car Wash, Car Wash  

Here is a sizzling hot 
news item.  First, the 
youth of the church are 
planning on holding a car 
wash on Aug 5th and 
12th, 2017 to raise 

money to defray church expenses.  

The youth are desperately looking for six adults 
to act as support staff during this event.  The 
adults will collect the donations given and will 
help the youth with advertisement. The car wash 
will be held after the close of the Flea Market on 
both days, weather permitting, between the 
hours of 2pm to 6 pm.    

Get your tickets now from Leo Bonner for this 
wonderful opportunity to support the youth and 
the church. Donations are now being accepted.  

Leo Bonner   

The Church Directory 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Hear Ye. 

Members of the Cokesbury lay leadership is 
working hard to bring the church directory to 
life.  Remember taking pictures for this directory 
about two years ago?  For a number of reasons, 
getting a copy of this directory into your hands 
has proven to be difficult.  But lay leadership of 
the church is still working hard on getting this 
directory for you. We owe you this directory!  

BUT, in the meantime; Glenn Vinson, Leo 
Bonner and Bob K have come up with a plan for 
another up to date directory.  This fabulous 
‘threesome’ are going to take pictures of church 
attendees and then publish our own in-house 
directory. The location of the picture taking is in 
the Cokesbury Class Room upstairs with further 
instructions to follow.   

What is important to remember about this 
effort?  Well first, this directory will be FREE! 
Second, if you already have a picture that you 
would like to have put in the directory, please 
give that picture to Glenn, Leo or Bob, and we 
will get it in the directory. Third, and perhaps 
most important, pictures of Cokesbury family 
members will be taken on the following dates 
after the 8:30 and 11:00 am services:     

      August 6th, August 13th, August 20th  

 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

This group meets on the 
2nd and 4th Wednesday of 
each month at 10:00 am 
and always welcomes new 
members of all skill levels.  
Put your talents to work 

and bless someone in a time of need and have 
fun while doing it.  Call Marian Gherke 
703.494.2764 or Barb Firth 703.491.7539 for 
more information. 
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If you would like to give or receive a prayer 
shawl, please complete a request form. 

Cokesbury United Methodist 
Church Technology Committee 

 
Cokesbury UMC Email Mailing Lists   
 

Cokesbury UMC has 
several methods in place 
to communicate with 
members and friends 
beyond our Sunday 
gatherings at the church 
and committee meetings 
throughout the week. One 

way is through email mailing lists. These make it 
easy and convenient for staff, members, and 
friends of Cokesbury UMC to communicate 
directly with members of the lists on items of 
importance to the church.  
 
We have two in place: one for prayer concerns 
and another for general concerns and 
announcements. 
  
Both are strictly monitored and access to send 
and receive emails is limited to approved 
members. If you join, you will not receive any 
spam and your email will not be shared with any 
third parties.  
 
If you are not receiving emails from “Cokesbury 
Prayers” or “Cokesbury Group,” we encourage 
you to join the mailing lists as an additional 
means of communication for prayers and 
concerns of the church. You may join the lists by 
emailing a request to 
info@cokesburyumc.church. 

 
 
 

Cokesbury’s United 

Methodist Men’s 
Group 

President Gordon Freeman 
 

The United Methodist Men meet on the second 
Sunday of each month following the 11 am 
service. 
 

July 9th. 2017 UMM held a meeting and lot of things 
were discussed, one of those was the fruit fund 
raiser.  We are putting this on the back burner for 
now.    
 
The men's storage shed is in need of repairs. In a 
couple of weeks, we are going to start this project.  
Anyone wishing to help, please let me or the office 
now.  
 
There were many ideas of fund raising suggested. 
One is that in Jan. 2018 we will be having a chili cook 
off.  More information to follow.  Start thinking about 
your favorite chili recipe.  
Gordon Freeman  703-680-4629 

 
 

 
 

United Methodist Women 

        President Donna Sapp 
 

The United Methodist Women meet 
the second Sunday of each month right after the 
11 am service.  All women of the church are 
members of this group and are invited to attend 
these meetings.  The UMW are in mission.  We 
advocate for women and children.  
 
Special thanks to all who helped with the VA 
Annual Conference School Kits.  
 
The United Methodist Women take off the 
months of July and August 
 
Our next meeting will be in September, when we 
will have our Pledge Service.  
 
 
Please join us at our monthly meetings to see 
how you can be a part of the United Methodist 
Women.   
 
 
 

Ushers Needed 
 

We need ushers for both services or if you 
would like to be a substitute usher for either 
service, please   let the office know 
or contact 
Gordan Freeman 703.680.4629 or e-mail  
gordy4hire@aol.com 

mailto:info@cokesburyumc.church
tel:(703)%20680-4629
mailto:gordy4hire@aol.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1501&bih=810&tbm=isch&tbnid=98chy7_r6VaBsM:&imgrefurl=http://www.joneschapelumc.net/umw.html&docid=n77NFHMK3rv-GM&imgurl=http://www.joneschapelumc.net/images/UNITED METHODIST WOMEN-LOGO2.gif&w=479&h=436&ei=WpieUaO_EeiC0QHf8YHgBw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:37,s:0,i:283&iact=rc&dur=662&page=2&tbnh=178&tbnw=163&start=26&ndsp=28&tx=74&ty=94
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=rJG/Gjh9&id=6316BABB988B5530955FF6AE9A661393724631AB&thid=OIP.rJG_Gjh9V_ceYBOtI4JwlQEsEX&q=computers+clipart&simid=608029167218658370&selectedIndex=119
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   Prayer Group 
 

We meet every Monday 
evening at 6pm. 
All are welcome to come 
and pray with us! 
Members are Emmett 
Wright, John Kelly, 

Michael Obeng, Mary Crist, Diane Cox and 
Donna Sapp. 
 
We pray over all the prayer cards that have 
been turned in during Sunday’s worship service 
and those that have been called in to the church. 
 
So, if you have a prayer concern please let us 
know. 
 
 
 

 
 

Ms. Juanita Brown passed away peacefully at 1:20 
pm July 7.  
Edie Miller, mother of Kasey Miller, as she recently 
suffered a fall at home. Also, please pray for Kasey 
as she copes with the situation over the many miles 
between them  
Shirley Watzen’s sister has passed away in New 
Jersey.    
Cindy Lutman, Barbara Firth, Louise Galucci,  

Donna Bailey, Jesse Simmons, Virginia  

Neyhouse, Naomi Shaw, Mary Jane and Harry Fizer, 
Helen Azzano (Margaret Palomares’ sister, Ducky 
(Pam Herin’s mother), Marian Gherke, Pat Cole, 
Jenny Carter and family, VBS, Our Church, Our new 
Pastor Taylor Mertins and his family.  
If you have a prayer request please let us know and 
we will publish it in the Colonnade.  If you don’t 
want it published please let us know as well.   

We would like to list the concerns for prayers if that 
is ok. Either way let us know.  Thank you from the 

Monday night prayer group and the Colonnade 
Staff.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Please submit articles, 

Thank you notes, Poems, 

Scripture, 

Joys and Prayer concerns. 

This is your church Newsletter.  

We want to celebrate and pray 

for everyone. 

 
 

A Thank You Note 
 

Just read the latest edition of Cokesbury’s 
Colonnade and what wonderful memories 
it brought back to me.  I just know that 
somewhere up in heaven Bunny is 
beaming with joy and is probably the most 
grateful than any of us.  God bless you 
and your team Donna for reviving the 
Colonnade and for pulling together quite 
an informative paper and I look forward to 
the next issue.  
 
All my Christian love  
Joe Greene 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1501&bih=810&tbm=isch&tbnid=DnM5Fhiop-6JIM:&imgrefurl=http://thelegacybuilder.wordpress.com/2010/11/24/what-are-you-thankful-for-this-thanksgiving/&docid=sAUBEhMisUcScM&imgurl=http://thelegacybuilder.files.wordpress.com/2010/11/godisgood.jpg&w=1800&h=483&ei=WKaeUc7KGLWj4AP0poDgBg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:19,s:0,i:206&iact=rc&dur=603&page=2&tbnh=80&tbnw=298&start=18&ndsp=30&tx=144&ty=38
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1.    Jaelyn McCormick  
        Steven Herin 
      George Johnson    
       Kevin Kornieck 
2.    Deborah Stead 
3.    Peggy Embry 
7.    Winnie Chiweshe 
9.    Cheryl Yoho 
10.   Louise Gallucci 
11.   Prince Amponsah 
 Akua Obeng 
        Dave Woodman 
16. George Sintim 
20.   Hazel Alvarado 
         Mabel Obeng 
21.   Krista Kmety 

Lisa Lan Woell 
22. Kelly Rodriguez 
23. Preston Elliott 
24.  Emmett Wright 
 Darlene Seyler 
25. Anna Callender 
 Robert Gallucci 
27. William Burkett 
 Barbara Woods 
28. Audrey Agyin 
29.  Melanie Blair 
 Erin Deyerly 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
3. Mary Jane & Harry Fizer 

 7. Angela & John Obeng 
 9. Rita & George Johnson 
 15. Barbara & Ed Horne 
 17. Nema & Christopher Bickersteth 
 25. Connie & Patrick Dutton 
 27. Debra & William Clark 
  Peggy & Kyle Keen 
 29 Peggy & Dona Dorton 

 

A 

U 

G

U

S 

T 

Spaghetti Luncheon/Carry-
Out on Sunday, July 16th  

 

Special thanks to all 

who helped make the 

Spaghetti Luncheon 

possible. 

  
The meal consisted of spaghetti and a 
selection of delicious sauces, a salad 
bar, garlic toast, ice cream, pastries, 
and beverages. Take-home containers 
were provided,  
 
We also accepted love offerings, with 
proceeds in support of Cokesbury 
Founders' Day Program Activities.  
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The Road Sign 
By Kasey Miller 

As someone who is always trying to figure out ways to serve our Lord, I find that sometimes the 
opportunity presented is right in front of you.  

I have been driving from Featherstone Rd to Cokesbury UMC for several months now. There is a 
VDOT sign about a block from Featherstone that was a blur… until a couple of weeks ago.  

It’s a VDOT Adopt-A-Highway sign. There is an invitation on the sign that asks if you or your 
organization are interested in “adopting” this stretch of road to keep it clean. The invitation asks to 
please call or email the contact on the sign.   

With the sign being so close to the church, people would see the sign that proclaims Cokesbury United 
Methodist Church is lovingly taking care of this piece of God’s earth. Then, they’d see the church. 
Could this be a way to invite folks to come in?  

I thought it would be fun to take care of this area, inviting members, friends, and future members to join 
us when we walk the roadway with our clean-up crew. What a wonderful prospect to reach out in our 
community, be visible, and maybe have a conversation about the gospel at the same time.  

Approval to take on this project was met at the Administration meeting on Tuesday, July 11th. So, this 
is how it works:  

· We commit to pick up trash 3 times a year for 3 years  

· VDOT supplies all the bags and the safety vests  

 · After we pick up trash 2 times, VDOT submits the request to have the sign show that Cokesbury     
UMC has adopted this part of the road  

We’ll put a schedule together so people can plan to attend and help. For those who are not able to be 
part of the clean-up crew, they could help put together meal (hotdogs, hamburgers, chips, etc.) for 
afterwards for a brief fellowship. Who knows, someone new that came along to help might see how 
much fun we have as Christians and want to come back for church.  

So… something so simple as a road sign can present a great opportunity for all of us to serve, help, 
and bring His message into our community. Pretty cool, huh?!    

                     VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL                                       

                                            JULY 31 – AUGUST 4, 2017 
                                               COME ONE, COME ALL 

 
Come join the fun! Monday through Friday from 9am to 12:30.
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Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at both services. 

The 11 a.m. worship service features a children’s 
worship for elementary school aged children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM  
(for children, youth, and adults) 

See the web site for more information: http://www. 
CokesburyUMC.church. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Colonnade Staff 

Editor: Donna Sapp 
Postal Coordinator: Vacant 

Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 15th  
of each month for the next month’s edition. 

Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 
OR e-mail them to:  donnajosapp@hotmail.com or 

cokesburyumc@gmail.com 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www/
mailto:donnajosapp@hotmail.com
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School Starts in PWC WEDNESDAY
12:30 Catered Luncheon PRACTICES NEXT

10:30 Worship CHOIRS RESUME
AND PROGRAM
DAY  SERVICE

10-12  Recovery11:00 Worship
9:45 Sunday School 7:00  Lord's Table 4:30 Founders' Day Cmte (UMM)

12:15(ish) UMM

6-2  Flea Market (Choir)
11:00 Worship 6:30  Girl Scouts 10-12  Recovery

9:45 Sunday School Planning Committee

Founders' Day Ice Cream

10-12  Recovery
NO Helping Hands 6-8 Praise Band &

11:00 Worship 7:00  Admin Council 4:30  Founders' Day Cmte
9:45 Sunday School 6:30  Girl Scouts to Rising Hope (UMM)

(Evangelism)
10-2  Recovery

AUGUST  2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W T F S
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

July 2017
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

September 2017


	Colonnade August 2017 final
	AUG 2017 Calendar (1) (1)

