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After 58 Years, Still  

“We Are The Church, Together” 

 
 

On Sunday, August 27, Cokesbury United Methodist Church Celebratory Worship Service and Program 
was unequivocal proof that 58 years later we are still the church, TOGETHER.   
In song, dance, sermon, puzzle and fellowship, the message was made evident over and over again. 
With the recognition of our guests, charter members, the sharing of many God given gifts of talents, the 
tithing and special offerings, we exemplified a church together. 
Pastor Taylor Mertins set the celebratory tone by welcoming all who had journeyed here to witness this 
historical church event. He welcomed those who remembered what this church was like 58 years ago, 
what it had become, and painted a panoramic mural of what we envision it to be in the future. He made it 
clear that the goal was to ensure that we remained a church together.  Most importantly, he reminded us 
that while this celebration was necessary, we must not forget that in order for the church to remain 
together, to grow, and to make disciples, there is still ‘much work to be done’. 

One cannot capture the spirit of this day on paper, but here 
is a snap shot view of the essence of this wonderful day. Our 
guest minister of music, Dr. Teel, our music director, Sonja 
Allen King, and the Chancel Choir moved us from a solemn 
“Heal Our Land” to a toe tapping, hand clapping, “Hallelujah, 
Our Salvation” to our congregational hymn and program 
theme, “We are the Church”.  It was difficult to sit still…so 
we did not! 
Pastor Robin BeMiller, a former member of Cokesbury, 
delivered her ‘We are the Church, Together’ sermon. Her 
message highlighted her faith journey at Cokesbury, the role 
it played and continues to play in her life, and ended with a 
cautionary note of our challenge as a church to ourselves, 

our church family, as well as our global community. She could not resist engaging the church once more 
in the words of the hymn, “we are the Church together”. 
Our celebration continued with our children and youth wishing Cokesbury a Happy Birthday and 
presenting their gifts to the church.  Two of our teens, Audrey and Tennel, received a standing ovation 
after courageously singing “When we Believe”. Long after the ceremony, we unashamedly admitted how 
grateful we are of the many gifts our children and youth share with us.  
The congregation further illuminated the theme by puzzling Cokesbury together. Each person was given 
1 of a 150-piece puzzle of Cokesbury and was challenged to find their piece on the puzzle board. In less 
than 20 minutes, the congregation had assembled the face of Cokesbury, representing a collective ‘We 
are the people together at Cokesbury’. The excitement of this activity reverberated with laughter and 
fellowship, mimicking a mini church reunion. The excitement defied the fact that we did this last 
Founders’ Day with as much enthusiasm as this time.
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The culminating event of the service was the 
sacred dance performed by Elder Freda 
Briggman which was the epitome of “Glory” the 
word was displayed on one of her unfurled flags 
used in her ceremonial dance.  This dance truly 
brought about a sense of together, and a sense 
of adoration to a higher power. As she 
performed, quietness engulfed the room, and 
except for the music, our youngest persons were 
mesmerized by this sacred artistry. 
There is nothing that we Methodists know of that 
ends a celebration like this, other than a free 
scrumptious and delectable southern style 
catered meal that awaited us in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
One hundred and fifty plus members, friends, 
and guests joined us in our Fellowship Hall 
decked in yellow and green tablecloths, napkins, 
floral arrangements, table runners and covered 
chairs with green bowties. The tables were set 
with gold charger plates and white china and 
crystal-like water glasses. There were 
comments as, “It feels like we are dinning at a 
Hilton’s formal dinner” and “this is absolutely 
beautiful”. 
If you think the dinning décor blew all of us 
away, the Southern Style served luncheon took 
your taste buds and propelled us to a ‘feast that 
was’.  On the menu were southern fried chicken, 
smoked chicken, potato salad, mac and cheese, 
green beans, tossed green salad, apple and 
peach cobbler topped with vanilla ice cream; not 
to mention southern style extra sweet tea. There 
were folks who uttered phrases of “I am not 
ashamed that I overate on this meal, or “I know 
that I have eaten enough calories for a whole 
week, and “this is too good to throw away so can 
I have a take home container?”  
This celebration of ‘we are the church’ was a 
feast; a feast of song, dance, his holy words, 
fellowship, and of food.  It does not get any 
better than that!! 
Summarily, on behalf of the Founders’ Day 
Committee, we thank Pastors Mertins and 
BeMiller, the Chancel Choir, our children and 
youth, Elder Briggman, Dr. Teel, Charter 
members, church members, friends and guests 
for your presence at our 58th Cokesbury 
Anniversary Celebration. 
 
Eunice Bonner, 2017 Founders’ Day Committee 
Chairperson  
 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ,  

 

 I made a comment in worship recently about 

how I’ve been with Cokesbury for just over two 

months and after the service someone shouted 

(on their way out the door), “It feels like it’s 

been a lot longer than two months!” and I’m not 

sure whether to take it as a compliment or not! 

From my perspective, it does feel like I’ve been 

here longer than I actually have and I attribute 

this feeling to the many ways all of you have 

surrounded me (and my family) with love, joy, 

and grace from day one. It hasn’t taken long to 

feel like I’m part of the Cokesbury family, and 

for that I am grateful.  

In the coming weeks and months, we have a lot 

of exciting things prepared for the church. First, 

we are starting a new Sunday School class 

focused on Rob Bell’s “Nooma” series. Each 

week we will watch a short video (10-15 min.) 

and then have a discussion. The study is 

designed in such a way that anyone can drop in 
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at any time to participate. If you’ve never 

participated in Sunday School, or any bible 

study, this is a great opportunity to see what it’s 

all about.  

Second, throughout the month of October we 

will spend time each Sunday talking about one of 

the things we do as Christians. There are many 

aspects of Christianity that we take for granted 

simply because “that’s the way we’ve always 

done it” and the hope of the series is to ask the 

question: “Why do we do what we do?” The 

topics will include worship, bible study, prayer, 

generosity, and service.  

Third, in addition to our October sermon series, 

we will also have a month-long fundraiser geared 

toward paying our apportionments. Every 

Sunday there will be two buckets by the altar, 

one for SAVE and the other for SHAVE. A 

number of men from the congregation have 

agreed to put their facial hair on the line 

(including Emmett Wright!) and if there’s more 

money in the SHAVE bucket at the end of the 

month all of us will shave (and I will let the 

youth shave off my beard after worship!). Please 

consider contributing to this fundraiser as our 

apportionments allow us, and other churches, to 

really do the work of discipleship.    

I am thankful to be the pastor of Cokesbury 

Church, but I am particularly grateful to God for 

calling all of us together in this place to serve the 

kingdom. If there is anything I can do to better 

serve your needs, or the needs of our community, 

place don’t hesitate to let me know.  

- Rev. Taylor Mertins   

 

Cokesbury Founders’ Day 
Sermon: 

 
“We Are The Church TOGETHER” was the title 
of Pastor Robin BeMiller’s sermon on 
Cokesbury’s 58th Anniversary. Which she agreed 
to share with us in print. She admits that this is 
what she wrote but confesses that a few words, 
here and there, were changed in the spirit of the 
moment.  We are blessed that the spirit did not 
alter the integrity of the text; it only added to the 
richness and texture of the sermon. With her 
permission, here is the sermon: 
 
It is good to be invited home for this celebration 
of 58 years in ministry with and in the 
Woodbridge community.  Thanks be to God for 
faithful servants like you…  For those who do 
not know me, I first attended Cokesbury in 
November 1992 where I was nurtured along the 
discipleship trail until I left in February 2011 to 
serve my first church, Accotink United Methodist 
Church in Fairfax County.  When I first received 
your gracious invitation, I immediately began to 
pray and ask God to provide the message and 
God did provide.  I am not sure how your pastor 
reflects and puts together his sermons, but for 
me, it is always an amazing experience.  For this 
Sunday, as soon as Eunice said, the theme for 
this special day is a song that has been a part of 
several Founder’s Day at Cokesbury over the 
years…God immediately brought to my mind the 
many times we sang that song in worship.  I am 
the church, you are the church, we are the 
church together. All who follow Jesus, all 
around the world, Yes, we are the church 
together…. Sing this with me…. I am the 
church, you are the church, we are the 
church together.  All who follow Jesus all 
around the world, Yes we are the church 
together.  Ok God So what does that mean?  I 
am the church, you are the church we are the 
church together.  So, I prayed some more and 
as I prayed God brought to my memory the first 
Disciple Bible Study, one of the first Bible 
Studies I participated in, led by Pastor Carl.  As 
part of our lessons on Paul’s letters, we were 
encouraged to write a letter to someone who 
influenced our faith walk.  I wrote a letter to 
Meda Farlling, my middle school Sunday school 
teacher who was also my piano instructor.   You 
see, I was an obnoxious middle schooler, the 
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kind who rolled her eyes at everything that was 
said to me and Meda, wouldn’t give up.  She 
would walk up to my friends and I when we were 
hanging out at the local diner after school.  She 
would start by inviting everyone to church asking 
me if I had read my Bible that day.  She 
embarrassed me and I must admit I did not 
welcome her presence.  BUT after I had walked 
away from the church, I remembered her 
lessons…I remembered the Scripture she 
taught.  I remembered her caring for me and 
loving me despite my obnoxiousness.  I needed 
to tell her how much her presence and 
encouragement in my life meant to me.  I 
needed to tell her that I remember those lessons 
she taught me.  I sent it and did not think much 
about it until several years later when my mother 
called to ask me if I wrote a letter to Meda.  The 
letter meant so much to her that she asked that 
it be read at her funeral with an addendum 
written by her that encouraged those gathered to 
continue to invest their time and energy in the 
faith lives of those around them.  As I reflected 
on that experience, God provided yet another 
gift…One more piece, the last piece of the 
puzzle as I opened my prayer journal.  In my 
prayer journal, I rediscovered a letter my dad 
wrote to his church.  When my dad passed away 
last year, one of the items that my mom gave to 
me was a letter my dad wrote to his church in 
the same manner as the letter I wrote to Meda.  
He wrote to tell them that his generation is 
passing on…. their race has been run and it is 
up to those coming behind to continue the race.  
He encouraged them to take up the mantle of 
leadership and mission in the church because 
God is counting on them.  You see, it is 
important to hear words of encouragement along 
your discipleship journey. 
 
As I continued to pray and reflect on the hymn, I 
am the church, you are the church, we are the 
church together, God brought it all together…. 
write the people of Cokesbury a letter…tell them 
how they have impacted your life and the life of 
the congregations you serve.  It is time they hear 
what they have meant to those who have 
passed through this congregation and be 
encouraged. 
 
So Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, you might 
not know this but when I came to sit amongst 
you in 1992, I was a Christian in name only.  

Yes, I was raised in the church and yes after a 
brief period of turning away from the church, I 
was a regular church attendee but that was it.  I 
was checking the box…I came to church but it 
did not influence my life outside these walls.  I 
thought that to be a good Christian all I had to 
do was show up on Sunday morning and 
through your presence in my life, I discovered 
that I was wrong. 
 
When I came here, I never imagined how my life 
would change.  You welcomed me in; you 
shared your life with me and put me to work.  It 
wasn’t long before I was put to work…. chairing 
the flea market committee, chairing the missions 
committee, joining the feeding ministry at St. 
Paul’s, leading 3 mission trips to Red Bird, 
working with the youth, the children, leading 
various Sunday School Classes, facilitating Bible 
Studies…. the prayers, the conversations, the 
love….  You challenged me to study, to examine 
my actions and my beliefs.  You encouraged me 
along this path of discipleship.  You all have 
touched my life in so many ways.  You taught 
me how to lead, how to serve, how to love.  And 
if my story stopped there, your work would have 
been a success…. but my story doesn’t stop 
there because God called me to a different 
ministry….to continue my faith journey as a 
clergyperson. 
 
You do not know how hard it was to leave you 
all in 2011.  I sat in the choir loft on Christmas 
Eve, singing for the worship services….and 
crying because I knew it was going to be my last 
time experiencing Christmas Eve at Cokesbury.  
But God was calling me on.  I went to serve 
brothers and sisters at another church.  I missed 
you all terribly but felt your presence with me 
through your prayers, and your words of 
encouragement.  Your phone calls, your cards, 
the many ways you supported me in this 
ministerial role.  You might not know this….and 
your pastor might not tell you this, but being a 
pastor can be very lonely.  Your words of 
encouragement came at just the right time and I 
tucked your words of encouragement away for 
when life was rough.  Your love and 
encouragement has helped me be the pastor 
that God has called me to be and to serve the 
congregations I serve with love as you have 
shown me God’s love. 
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The churches I serve have all been blessed 
because of your love and encouragement 
throughout the years as well as the leadership 
skills I learned here at Cokesbury.  Every Bible 
Study I lead, every conversation I have, every 
hug, every smile…. has roots here at 
Cokesbury.  Every song I lead…. that’s what 
happens when you don’t have a choir in your 
church and often no strong singers, every song I 
lead, I thank God for my time in the choir here at 
Cokesbury where I learned to sing out, even if I 
wasn’t always on key…. yes, all that I have 
become has roots here at Cokesbury.  And if my 
story stopped here, your work would be a 
success…. but my story doesn’t stop here 
because God continues to call me to serve in 
various ways in the local church, in the 
Rappahannock River District and within the 
Virginia Conference and it all has roots here in 
Cokesbury. 
 
I thank you and praise God for all you have done 
to touch my life BUT Your work is not done…. I 
am the church, you are the church, we are the 
church together…. there are people sitting here 
amongst you who need your love and 
encouragement…. there are people in your 
neighborhood, in your community who need 
your love and encouragement.  There are 
people in this nation and this world that need 
your love and encouragement.  I am the church, 
you are the church, we are the church 
together……yes, we are the church 
together….so go out there, into the mission 
fields and be the church.  Amen! 
 
Sermon Reprint by Eunice Bonner 
 

 

 

 

 

Sinners in the hands 
Of A Loving God 

 
Pastor Mertins is a great story teller, so we have 
gotten permission to extract the parables that 
are imbedded in his weekly sermon and reprint 
in our Colonnade for your edification.  A thinker 
and a learner never tires of a good story 
because at every re-tell, one learns something 
new. This parable was taken from his August 20, 
2017 sermon entitled “Sinners in The Hands of 
A Loving God”. This was one of two sermons 
Pastor Mertins delivered after the 
Charlottesville’s Protest.  Let’s Read,Think and 
let Think on this one! 
There’s an old story that preachers love to tell 
about being inclusive and it goes like this: A 
church was in the middle of a worship service 
one Sunday morning.  The preacher was up in 
the pulpit, and from where he stood everyone in 
the pews looked perfect. They were all wearing 
their Sunday best, the children were all quiet 
and well-behaved, and no one had fallen asleep. 
But while the preacher was preaching, a young 
man entered the back of the church as if he had 
just come off the street. He smelled up to high 
heaven, and the congregation quickly moved 
from focusing on God’s Word to wondering if 
one of the ushers was going to usher him out. 
But the young homeless man walked down the 
center aisle and took a seat on the floor right in 
front of the pulpit. The congregation sat stunned 
while the oldest usher made his way down to the 
front and instead of berating the young man, he 
slowly made his way to the floor and sat next to 
him. 
The preacher, witnessing all of this, said to the 
church, “You all can forget everything I say 
today, but don’t ever forget what you just 
saw happen here at the front.” 

Thursday Night Bible Study Resumes 
October 5th 

 
Our new class selected winner is Adam 
Hamilton’s “Revival”.  It is a journey through 
England tracing the life and message of John 
Wesley and will assist us in a revival of our hearts 
and souls.  Please join us at 7:00 pm for 
fellowship and personal insights on our faith 
journey.  All are welcome any Thursday.  Please 
contact Barbara Horne with any questions at 
babshorne@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:babshorne@gmail.com
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It’s a nice story, right? We can all imagine 
ourselves in a church setting like that. It even 
makes us all warm and fuzzy to think about 
witnessing a holy moment in front of a pulpit. 
But the problem with a story like that one is the 
fact that it makes the church out to be the kind of 
people who do all the accepting, instead of 
giving thanks to God for being the One who 
accepts us in the first place. 
It results in us worshipping ourselves 
instead of worshiping God. 
It is a radical and unnerving Word to those of us 
with modern sensibilities, whether we’d like to 
admit it or not, but in God’s kingdom… everyone 
has a place, including us. 
Who we are as Christians is not about what we 
look like or whom we spend our time. It’s about 
loving God and loving our neighbors. God 
doesn’t even care what church we go to, though 
Cokesbury is the best one around, God simply 
hopes for us to live our lives in such a way 
that we honor and protect every person 
created by God.  
And there’s the challenge with being an 
inclusive church; being inclusive puts all of 
the power in our hands. But God is the one 
who invites people to the mountain; God is 
the one gathering them, not us… because if 
it were left up to us, we would fail.  
Only a God who would give his only Son to 
change the world could prepare a place 
where all are welcomed. Only a God of 
impossible possibility could invite people 
like us into the fold. Only a God of mercy 
could open the house of prayer for all 
people. Amen. 

Parable Reprint:  Eunice Bonner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Amazing Journey of a 

Simple Shoebox Gift 
 
Dear Cokesbury Church Family: 
Helping Hands Senior Ministry has a tradition of 
joining with the Samaritan’ Purse International 
Relief better known to us as ‘Operation 
Christmas Child’, in providing filled shoeboxes 
that are sent around the world to children.  This 
year’s National Collection Date is November 13-
20. 
Bunnie Wertz and Blanche Lowery, our 
Operation Christmas Child Coordinators, will be 
sharing more information the next few Sundays 
on how to pack a shoebox, what goes in them, 
the cost for shipping and handling and the local 
deadline. 
To begin the process, here is what the process 
looks like and is entitled, The Amazing Journey 
of a Simple Shoebox. For those of you who have 
joined us in the past, we welcome your 
continued support. For those of you who are 
new to Operation Christmas Child, we ask that 
you join us in this outreach mission.  We can 
make a difference! 

Packing 

From children to seniors, people pack shoebox 
gifts each year to bless children in need around 
the world. Parents often use the project to teach 
their kids about giving. Year-round volunteers 
support these efforts across the country. 

Collecting 

Churches and groups of all sizes collect boxes 
from their communities. Some churches also 
serve as drop-off locations for shoeboxes the 
third week of November every year. 

Shipping 

Thousands of volunteers serve annually 

inspecting and preparing shoeboxes for 

international shipping. Every hour work stops for 

a few minutes to pray for the children who will 

receive the boxes.  

Please submit articles, 

Thank you notes, Poems, 

Scripture, 

Joys and Prayer concerns. 

This is your church 

Newsletter.  We want to 

celebrate and pray for 

everyone. 

 
 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/volunteer-year-round/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/project-leader/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/drop-off-locations/
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Worldwide Distribution 

Long before shoeboxes arrive in more than 100 
countries, volunteer National Leadership Teams 
train pastors and community leaders who want 
to share the message of the Gospel and bless 
children. The leaders learn how to host child-
friendly outreach events, and how to implement 
The Greatest Journey follow-up discipleship 
program. 

Outreach Events 

Pastors around the world host shoebox 
distributions in places where people may not 
know Christ and invite them to follow Him. Other 
churches use the boxes as resources for 
outreach in orphanages and other at-risk areas. 
In many places, they also offer The Greatest 
Gift, a Gospel story booklet Samaritan’s Purse 
developed for shoebox recipients. 

Discipleship & Multiplication 

As a result of what they learn in The Greatest 

Journey, boys and girls grow in Christ and share 

with friends and family. The students also invite 

others to their graduations where the Gospel is 

shared. This often brings parents, siblings, and 

friends to accept Christ and become active 

members in the local church. Families are 

reached, churches grow, new churches are 

started, and communities are transformed. 

It all starts with you!  

Join what God’s doing and pack a shoe box. We 

look forward to sharing more information about 

Operation Christmas Child. 

Submitted by Cokesbury Helping Hands Senior 

Ministry 

 
 
 

S U N D A Y S C H OO L  
 
 

 
 
Sunday School with our children is upon us and 
the children have been learning the Lord's 
prayer and its meaning--in a way that they can 
understand and relate to.   
 
We’ve also been studying bible scriptures, for 
instance Psalms 23, “The Lord is my shepherd, I 
shall not want. He maketh me lie down in green 
pastures.”  Kids need the interpretation found in 
the Deep Blue kid’s bible: e.g., “The Lord is my 
shepherd and I lack nothing. He lets me rest in 
grassy meadows.”  
 
We follow Pastor Mertins’ weekly worship 
scriptures when appropriate for the children.  
Pastor Mertins has been very helpful to our 
Sunday School program. His Children’s moment 
talks are very informative to our young people. 
 
Songs are sang, and instruments (“coffee can” 
drums, “beans-in-a jar” tamborees) are played 
by the youth--so they can have fun while 
learning the stories and passages from the 
Bible.  Future activities will include stories, 
cooking and much more.  Parents--please stop 
by to see what the children are doing.  Helpers 
are always welcome. 
 
New children are attending all the time and we 
are glad to have them!! 

 
 
 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/eternal-impact/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/eternal-impact/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/eternal-impact/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/the-greatest-journey/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/the-greatest-journey/
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The Cokesbury Helping Hands 
Senior Ministry 

The Cokesbury Helping Hands Senior 
Ministry has been operational for over 29 years; 
the first 26 managed by the late Bunny Mahar, 
one year by Barbara Firth and Bunnie Wertz, 
and the last 3 years of the ministry chaired by 
Eunice Bonner.  

Many of the activities and events started by the 
founders continue and are now traditions.  We 
still meet monthly as a committee, we host 
monthly luncheons and programs, take on select 
community projects, and acknowledge birthdays 
and anniversaries. We pray for the sick and 
shut-ins, announce future activities, and 
welcome new members and guests.  

Twice a year, February and November, we host 
a soup and salad fund raiser. We highlight our 
social calendars with 2 to 3 theatrical/musical 
events at the Riverside Center in 
Fredericksburg. Our average attendance for our 
monthly luncheon and program is about 50 
members and guests. Our ministry continues to 
grow and meet its mission goals and objectives.  

Helping Hands Committee Members are: Eunice 
Bonner, Barbara Firth, Marian Gherke, Blanche 
Lowery, Bunnie Wertz, Mary Jane Fizer, Elaine 
Copeland, Mary Crist and Marian Benson and 
ad hoc is Pastor Taylor Mertins.   The committee 
meets the third Tuesday of each month to 
review and plan, and fellowship one with 
another.  

September Luncheon:  September was an 
exciting month for us. This was our ‘Back to 
School Luncheon’ which was held on the first 
Sunday of the month, September 3rd, 2017 at 
12:15pm.  Luncheon was brown bag style with a 
variety of sandwiches, chips, fruit cups, carrot 
sticks, cookies, Capri sun drinks, as well as tea 
and water.   

                     

This was also our back to school supplies 
project month.  Helping Hands contributed 
approximately one hundred dollars’ worth of 
supplies, supplemented by donations by many 
of our helping hands members. The supplies 
were plentiful and will be donated to 
Featherstone Elementary School located across 
the street from Cokesbury.  Donna Sapp, who is 
our school liaison will present our school 
supplies and gifts to the school.  

Despite the fact this was Labor Day weekend 
when most people get out of town once more 
before hunkering down with loaded plates of 
school and work and volunteerism; there were 
34 attendees.  

The program activity was an icebreaker game 
called “The Colors of Life” where the 6 tables 
consisting of 4/6 members were given a cup of 
M&Ms.  Each cup had 6 colors of the candy that 
represented a ‘getting to know you concept’. 
Each person had to pick a color from their cup 
and share something about themselves based 
on the assigned color concept. Once they 
finished, they could eat their color.  The goal of 
the game was for us to get to know each other 
better.  It, ironically, complemented the message 
from Pastor Mertins’ Sunday morning 
sermon.  HH recognizes that some of us do not 
know each other’s names, and we do not take 
the time to get to know each other for many 
reasons.  We are hopeful that this game served 
as a beginning catalyst for people to know each 
other names and a little about them (hobbies, 
talents, skills, education, careers, passions, faith 
journeys, family, best friends, happy moments, 
sad moments, likes/dislikes, etc.). It certainly 
generated a lot of fun and a plan to share more.  

Grandparents Day:  HH recognized National 
Grandparents Day with a bit of history regarding 
its beginning and its original purpose.  HH 
Grandparents took sunburst cards and wrote 
their ‘grandparent/s names’ given to them by 
their grandchildren and great grands, 
etc.  Check out the HH Bulletin Board and you 
will see some of those names we have been 
given out of love and admiration.   

Decorations were done in red and white checker 
tablecloths with school supply boxes wrapped in 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Church+People+Clip+Art&FORM=IRBPRS
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same color/design as tablecloths.  The boxes 
containing school supplies served as 
centerpieces for the tables. Simple, cute, and 
appropriate for our theme……also, time 
consuming but well worth the expended energy.  

Praise Band Worship and Ice Cream 
Social:  Helping Hands Ministry plays a vital role 
in the church’s annual Founders’ Day activities. 
On Saturday August 12, HH provided ice cream 
refreshments and toppings for the Cokesbury 
Praise Band Worship Service Event. There were 
63 members, guests and friends who enjoyed 
generous servings of a variety of ice cream, sing 
along hymns with the Band and fellowship with 
each other. Pastor Mertins, although far from 
being a senior, added another level of energy to 
the band with his drums. HH assisted with the 
setup, decorations, cleanup and breakdown, and 
program design.  What a night!     

Birthday and Anniversaries:  August and 
September birthdays and anniversaries were 
recognized at our September Luncheon. August 
birthdays were Dave Woodman, Emmett Wright 
and Barbara Woods.  September birthdays were 
Charles Burke, Donna Sapp, Mary Wright, 
Shirley Watjen, Joan Freeman, Ellen Kuvaszko, 
and Barbara Horne.  There were no September 
anniversaries on our list.  Please know that 
Elaine Copeland, our Hospitality Coordinator 
ensures that each person gets a card.  

Special Prayers:  HH Hospitality sent out 
sympathy cards to the Adjei and Shaw families; 
surgery cards to Crist, Durham, and Marques; 
and thinking of you cards went to Leo B, Donna 
B, Joan F, Sharon L, Jesse S, Louise G, Virginia 
N, Glena D, Sonja K A; Happy to see you cards 
went to Ruebsamen, Keen, and Lutman.  

Special Leadership Thank You Cards:  HH 
addressed and distributed 34 thank you cards to 
members who hold leadership positions in the 
church. We hope that all recipients know how 
much we appreciate all the work they do for 
Cokesbury and our church community.  

Colonnade Contribution and Distribution:  HH 
mailed 21 September Colonnade Newsletters to 
inactive and shut-in members. HH members 
provided all of the articles for the September 

publication except for 2(front page was written 
by one of our teens and the other one written by 
our 29-year-old pastor).  

Property Inventory:  Our youth, Wendy Lamptey, 
is assisting HH to inventory all HH linen, dishes, 
decorations, silverware, etc. We are almost 
done!!  

Job Announcement:  Eunice Bonner is 
announcing opening for Chairperson for Helping 
Hands Senior Ministry effective January 2018. 
Resumes can be submitted to HH who will then 
forward to The Nomination Committee. Please 
know it is an amazing ministry for which sharing 
your gifts and talents is just the beginning!  

New Members:  Diana Delozier, Vera Edmonds, 
Grace Neisiama, & Carlos & Ellen Kuvaszko 
joined within the last few months; please 
continue to welcome them.  

Transportation:  HH continues to provide weekly 
transportation to Mary Jewell. Effective this 
month, we are providing transportation for Diana 
Delozier each Sunday on a consistent 
basis.  Thanks Glenn Vinson for stepping up to 
the plate.  

Thanks:  Helping Hands Ministry thanks our 
pastor, faithful members and guest for all your 
continued support.  

Report Submitted: Eunice Bonner, 2017 HH 
Chairperson 

 

A Book Review by Alexandria DS 
Rev. Jeff Mickle 

In the Alexandria District Newsletter September 
2017, Rev. Jeff Mickle recommended this book 
hoping that it might ‘appeal to churches seeking 
helpful resources for group study or for 
individual reflection’. It sounds like a great book 
to buy or check out at our local library. If 
someone has already read it, let us know what 
you think. 
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The book is entitled Holding Up Your Corner, by 
F. Willis Johnson (Abingdon, 2017). It is 
subtitled, “Talking About Race in Your 
Community.” The author is the pastor of a 
United Methodist Church in Ferguson, Missouri. 
He was thrust into the center of racial conflict 
with the events in that city in August 2014. Since 
then, he has worked diligently to be helpful to 
persons who desire to have significant 
conversations around issues of race, racism, 
racial justice, and racial reconciliation. He has 
developed a process he called EMT. It is a play 
on the familiar acronym for Emergency Medical 
Technician, which he has reframed as a method 
for healing racial divisions: Empathic Model of 
Transformation. The book concludes with 
“Practical Helps” for taking next steps to hold up 
your corner in various ways, including specific 
guidelines for facilitating conversations on race 
in your community, and a self-assessment on 
white privilege. 

Reprinted by:  Eunice Bonner 

 

KUDOS: Sometimes It Is The Little 
Things That Matter! 

 
A few years back, I had an illustrious career as a 
Drug Abuse Counselor. At my going away 
ceremony, the director shared a poem that she 
had written for and about me and the title was “It 
is The Little Things”. It was a beautiful poem 
about sharing my gifts with the residents there. It 
was that kind of poem that caused my eyes to 
rain buckets (not a pretty sight) as well as others 
in the room.  As I was mulling over how I should 
approach my thanks, this poem came to mind.  
While I do not remember the specifics lines, I do 
remember it was filled with thanks. My prayer is 
that when we all read this, we will feel the thanks 
wrapped around this article. Just wanted to 
share my observations, excitement and most 
importantly, my/our thanks to those who are 
actively practicing their faith. And yes, there are 
so many more Cokesbury members who are 
faithful and will be highlighted each month…. 
until there is nobody left! 
For the last several months, our Aluminum Can 
Two Door Receptacle had been sporting a 
missing door. It was unsightly and I looked at it 

with dismay, but did not have the energy or 
know how to fix it. However, about 2 weeks ago, 
I witnessed a man kneeling over it with tools 
appearing to be taking the ‘fix it task’ very 
seriously. I drove my car a little closer and 
thanked the man who was doing something that 
I could not/did not do. I greeted him with a big 
smile and even bigger thank you for using his 
God given talents and skills to make God’s 
earthly surroundings better.  Since that time, the 
brass door knobs have been polished, plumbing 
issues have been fixed, fence railings have been 
touched up with paint, serves as a Flea Market 
Volunteer, and more. Oh, did I mention that his 
mobility is aided with a walker? Kyle Keen, thank 
you and may God continue to bless you as you 
continue to bless us with your gifts!! 
One Saturday morning when I was feeling 
overwhelmed by 2 equally important and 
demanding tasks at the church; much to my 
chagrin, I made an executive decision that I 
could only do 1 of those very important tasks 
and do it well. As I was finishing up with the 
preliminary tasks of the morning, I noticed that 
somebody had assumed my other 
responsibilities without my asking or them 
asking me.  They knew that this task was related 
to the church and they ‘were the church’ so they 
just did it.  When I inquired about this person’s 
voluntary action, the person responded with a “I 
don’t mind, and it is for the church, ain’t it?”  I 
smiled, thanked him and said that he was right, 
it was all for the church. I don’t worry about this 
other equally important task anymore, because I 
know that God is taking care of it through 
another faithful servant.  Leroy, you are truly a 
blessing to God, God’s house, and to all of us. 
There is this other person who hangs around the 
church who does ‘just those little things’, those 
little things that don’t get noticed until they 
become those big things.  As I witnessed these 
little things getting fixed or spruced up or 
checked on; I smile, sometimes silently chuckle 
and say to myself, “isn’t that nice and thoughtful 
and farsighted for these things to be done before 
they get to be big things.”  I know others here 
say thanks a lot, but I just wonder if this person 
really knows how much we love him, how much 
we appreciate him, how difficult it would be for 
him to be absent in our lives??  I wonder who 
would, without being asked, take up the banner?  
From hauling mulch, to fixing serving carts, to 
taking out trash, to checking if any help is 
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needed anytime, to sharing his accumulated 
wisdom of all things important; I wonder if he 
knows how necessary he is?  Tom Taylor how 
do you do it?  I am not sure why I asked the 
question because I really do already know. Tom 
loves Cokesbury and all that it is and all that it is 
not. My face lights up every time I see him and 
my smile gets broader than ever. Tom, our hugs 
for you will keep coming and coming and our 
appreciation will continue to grow bigger and 
bigger. 
And finally (only because the deadline for my 
article is fast approaching) there is this recent 
member who typically attends both services as if 
he cannot get enough of God’s words.  He does 
not say much and he tends to sit somewhat by 
himself in church, but when I approach him, he 
has the widest smile you ever want to see. He is 
not real polished (and neither am I) and has not 
gone to the latest grooming academy, but boy is 
he genuine. he is who he is and he is definitely 
one of God’s children. He loves to contribute any 
way he knows how; and when it comes to 
Helping Hands Senior Ministry Luncheon, he 
makes sure he signs up for the needed 
tomatoes for a green salad that all Cokesbury 
members have a keen addiction to.  We never 
worry about him not bringing them… for his 
commitment is like that of the Rock of Gibraltar. 
Solid!!  Tom Fabricius, please know that we are 
so glad that you made Cokesbury your home 
and we are glad to be part of your church family.  
Stay with us, even when our manners are not 
the best!! Stay with us even when our faith is not 
the strongest. Stay with us because we need 
each other and God wants and needs us ALL! 
Just one more! Four years ago, I saw her often 
at church.   I introduced myself to her and her 
family who are always polite and gracious. She 
graduated from high school about a year ago 
and is now attending a local college. She does 
not come to church as frequently now and I 
wonder what she needs from Cokesbury that we 
are unable to provide her?  One day I was again 
overwhelmed with work, this time with volumes 
of paperwork, and I decided to ask her mother’s 
permission to ask her daughter for help in 
organizing the many documents I had.  Her 
mother assured me that I could absolutely ask 
her and she would absolutely help.  I did and for 
three long days we organized voluminous 
amounts of paper work and in the process, she 
and I chatted over paperwork and chatted over 

lunch. She was always respectful and helpful 
and stayed until the task was completed.  
 
Her polite demeanor and pleasant personality 
led me to ask for help again just 2 weeks ago.  
This time to organize Helping Hands large 
inventory of linen and decorations used for 
luncheons, parties and repasts.  Again, she 
gladly worked me into her paid work schedule. 
Today she and I were continuing the organizing 
of other HH linen and when I mentioned how 
fortuitous our organizing was last week for the 
two boxes matched, counted and color 
coordinated were the very 2 boxes of linen we 
needed to prepare for Miss Juanita Brown’s 
Family Repast. Because of the organizing that 
this young lady had helped with, I knew exactly 
where the needed items were and it took me all 
of 5 minutes to retrieve them and hauled to the 
car for laundry and pressing. Had the need to 
have this linen occurred prior to our organizing, 
it could have taken hours.  She and I laughed 
uncontrollably as I shared my unabashedly 
honest gratitude and reflected on how sharing 
her God given talents had saved the day!  
Wendy, I/we are so grateful for youthfulness and 
your willingness to share your special gifts with 
Cokesbury and God in your own unique way.  
Please know that you do matter! 
 
Please accept our thankfulness 
Submitted by Eunice Bonner 
 
 
 

 
 
 
United Methodist Women 
Condemns Hate and Violence in 
Charlottesville 
 
United Methodist Women condemns the racism, 

anti-Semitism and bigotry that bred the violence 

and loss of life connected to a white supremacist 

rally in Charlottesville, Virginia.  We also lament 

the blindness of too many to the historical reality 

that the United States has from its very 



“Loving others...as Christ first loved us!” 
 

12 
 

beginning been a multiracial country, built by a 

diverse population, not a “white nation” in need 

of being “taken back.”  We decry the dog 

whistles of hate embedded in too much of 

today’s public discourse, which embolden and 

nod to the sort of hate and violence that was 

openly on display in Charlottesville. 

Even now we are encouraged by the many 

people of faith who joined with an interfaith 

group and others of good will to counter the hate 

that came to Charlottesville.  We are 

encouraged by the many political leaders from 

all parties who named and spoke out against the 

viewpoints and the actions of the racist hate 

groups that organized the rally. 

We urge United Methodist Women and the 

entire church to speak out and resist fear, hate 

and scapegoating.  This is our Christian witness.  

The Hebrew prophets declared God is 

“appalled” at silence in the face of injustice 

(Isaiah 59:14-16).  Speaking up, participating in 

responses with others, standing without fear, 

living out our faith as we insist on racial justice is 

an essential component of our identity as United 

Methodist Women and as United Methodist 

Christians.  As stated in the resolution, 

“Speaking Out for Compassion and Against 

Hate.” 

“At a time of rising vitriol, racism, hate, and 

violence in the world born of deep economic 

crisis and global shifts, it is time for the church to 

speak out.  If we do not, God will be appalled.  

We feel compelled to raise a prophetic voice 

challenging the climate of distrust, distortion of 

truth and fear, shifting the conversation to our 

common future, in many places, the level of 

anger has crossed a line in terms of civility.  

Whatever the disagreement about policy or 

program, this behavior is unacceptable.  It 

represents a spiritual crisis that calls for us to 

respond by deepening our understanding of 

God’s call and filing our own deep yearnings for 

spiritual wholeness, that can empower us to love 

and compassion without giving up our 

responsibility to speak out for justice.” 

We urge United Methodist Women members to 

speak up for compassion and against hate and 

to organize against bigotry in their communities. 

Posted or updated 8/13/2017  

Excerpt Submitted by 

Mary V. Wright 
Spiritual Coordinator 
VA Conference United Methodist Women 

 

United Methodist Women Stamps 

for Mission Celebrates 35 Years. 

 

Can a used 

postage stamp 

benefit mission?  

The answer is 

yes, and it’s an 

initiative that the 

Virginia United Methodist Women (VAUMW) 

began 35 years ago. 

Over this period of time, the stamp initiative has 

raised thousands of dollars for the United 

Methodist Committee of Relief (UMCOR); a non-

profit organization dedicated to alleviating 

human suffering around the globe.  Their work 

includes programs and projects in disaster 

response, health, and sustainable agriculture 

and relief supplies, to name a few. 

As part of this initiative, stamps that are 

collected are sold with 100 percent of the 

proceeds being donated to UMCOR. 

By saving cancelled stamps you can be a part of 

this Mission Initiative. 

1. All stamps from just a few to an entire         

collection cancelled or uncancelled are 

useful: older ones are extra good. 

2. Trim paper around used stamps attached 

to envelopes ¼ inch paper border around 

the stamps. 

3. If you have postcards, turn in the whole 

card: don’t tear the stamp off the card. 
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(generally, post cards do not contain 

private information) 

4. Leave rows of stamps intact. 

5. You can hand over your stamps to any 

United Methodist Woman or place them 

in Box 24 upstairs over the coatrack 

outside the Fellowship Hall.  

Submitted by 
Mary V. Wright 
VA Conference UMW 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
 

 
 

Cokesbury’s United 
Methodist Men’s 
Group 
 

President Gordon Freeman 
 
The United Methodist Men meet on the second 
Sunday of each month following the 11 am 
service.  All men of the church are encouraged 
to attend.  

 
 

 United Methodist Women 
 President Donna Sapp  

  

The United Methodist Women meet the second 
Sunday of each month following the 11 am 
service.  All women of the church are members 
of this group and are invited to attend these 
meetings.  The UMW are in mission.  We 
advocate for women and children. 
 

The topics and programs that we will be 

covering are Pledge Service, Prayer and Self 

Denial, World Thank Offering, Candle Burning 

Service just to name a few. 

 

Please join us at our monthly meetings to see 
how you can be a part of the United 
Methodist Women.    

        

Pat Cole, Mary and Tom Taylor, Kyle and Peggy 
Keen, Mark Young, Mary and Roberta Deahl, 
Donna Sapp, Doug and Kylie Carter, Virginia 
Neyhouse, Harry and Mary Jane Fizer, Pam 
Herin’s mother Ducky, Edie Miller, mother of 

Kasey Miller, Cindy Lutman, Barbara Firth, Louise 
Galucci, Donna Bailey, Jesse Simmons,  
Helen Azzano, Marian Gherke, Our Church, Pastor 
Taylor Mertins and his family.  
 
If you have a prayer request please let us know and 
we will publish it in the Colonnade.  If you don’t 
want it published please let us know as well.   

We would like to list the concerns for prayers if that 
is ok. Either way let us know.  Thank you from the 
Monday night prayer group and the Colonnade 
Staff.  
 
 
 

 

We meet every Monday 
evening at 6pm. All are 
welcome to come and 
pray with us!  

  

We pray over all the  
prayer cards that have been turned in during 
Sunday’s worship service and those that have 
been called in to the church.  
  

So, if you have a prayer concern please let us know.  
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Teddy Bear Brigade 2017 

 “Around the world, children suffer. The emotional pain that comes with 

fear, malnutrition and starvation may never heal. When a child receives 
a stuffed animal (along with the food, water and medical supplies), they 

also receive a friend. This is a friend that they can express their fear 

and anxiety to. These soft toys alleviate suffering by giving children an 

outlet to cope with emotional pain.”   Quoted from 

www.teddybearbrigade.com 

 
 

                    
  

Please consider donating new or gently used Stuffed Animals to be sent 

to children around the world that need comfort.  *No battery operated 

or oversized Stuffed Animals. 
October 1st through 15th ONLY- Donations may be placed in the basket 

labeled Teddy Bear Brigade located in the narthex.  

Missions & Outreach Commission will provide shipping costs to send the 

Stuffed Animals.      

Thank you Cokesbury! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.teddybearbrigade.com/
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The Cokesbury Flea Market 
Unsung Heroes. 

 
When the day starts at the flea market it is very 
early morning. Before 4 AM there are vendors 
starting to set up their spaces with tables, tents, 
chairs etc. as well as the merchandise for sale. It 
will be a long day for them as most will not leave 
until after 1 PM. They are thankful for the food 
and drinks available and the restrooms. Many 
take the time to chat with other vendors with 
whom they have become friends over the years 
or who have just started to come. Many 
purchase items from each other, help each other 
set up and tear down at the end. Help is always 
available when a vehicle won’t start or someone 
locks their keys in the car or truck. Over the 
years I have made many good friends of the 
vendors. We greet each other, swap stories and 
offer help when we can. If someone gets out of 
line, there are always those who will help set 
them straight. Without them, I would not enjoy 
being there. 
The church people who are working at the flea 
market are also a special group. Starting around 
4 AM there is a lot to set up and get ready. 
Barrels to control traffic, trash and recycling 
containers, cones to mark traffic control, 
banners for traffic control, signs for parking, 
tables for concession stand, equipment for food 
items, coffee pots, extension cords, chairs for 
the helpers, cash register, etc. You get the idea. 
Without help, the flea market would not exist or 
survive. Many people are here every week to 
provide their services. Cashiers, food handlers, 
runners, collectors, parking attendants, and 
traffic control are all necessary for a good day. 
Customers are coming in as soon as it is light 
outside. Some come for breakfast on their way 
to work, some to get the best selection, some to 
visit with friendly vendors, some because they 
have a specific need. Whatever the reason, we 
are happy to welcome them. Many of them have 
become good friends, some even help with 
traffic control. They are what keeps the flea 
market going.  
 
When God helped start the flea market, there 
were a lot of questions. Now there are a lot of 
answers. All for the glory of God. Our flea  
 

market is open to all as is our church. Come and 
join in the fun and fellowship. 
 
Dave Woodman 
Co Flea Market Chairman 
 
 
 

Car Wash Project Sponsored by 

Cokesbury Young People 

On August 8th, a car 

wash was held at the 

Cokesbury parking lot.  

Four young people 

participated in the car 

wash: Wendy Lamptey, 

Randy Lamptey, Robert 

Lamptey, and Brandon Grabher-Meyer.   Gloria 

Baltimore, Emmett Wright, Eunice Bonner and 

Leo Bonner provided adult support for the young 

people.  We all had a good time and made over 
$200.   

We plan to wait to have another car wash when 
the Flea Market is closed for the season.  
Given our location, car washes will work better 
in the morning when the Post Office is open.  
We plan to hold car washes every Saturday in 
November 2017 and March 2018, from 8am to 
noon weather permitting.  Our goal is to raise 
$1000 each Saturday.   
Please bring your car to be washed in 
November and March. We encourage you to 
help us get the word out regarding the car wash 
that is being sponsored by our young people 
during these 2 months of the year. 
This is a great way to contribute to the financial 
health of Cokesbury and to help our young 
people grow in their faith as they learn to share 
their God given talents and skills. 
 
Submitted by:  Leo Bonner, Fund Raiser Task 
Force, 2017 
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“Technology Redo” Program 
 
The Cokesbury UMC 
Fundraising Task Force 
has established the 
“Technology Redo” 
program! The Task Force 
is now receiving previously 
used technology and 
electronic items for 

donation & resale and we are asking for your 
support. If you have any used technology items 
which are no longer in use, please consider 
donating them to Cokesbury UMC for resale.  
 
Just leave the item at the church marked 
“Technology Redo” and include your contact info 
& useful info about the item (condition, known 
issues, does it work?). Sale proceeds will go to 
Church Operations and Ministries and we will 
provide you with a charitable donation receipt. 
 
A few items to consider before donating: 
1)  Suggested items are smartphones, 
computers (usually for parts), laptops, tablets, 
misc. computer parts, DVD or Blu-Ray players, 
streaming media players, network routers and 
adapters, cable modems or routers, cameras, 
camcorders, memory cards, USB flash drives, 
GPS units, calculators, etc. If you are unsure 
whether an item is acceptable, please ask 
before donating, 
2) Donated items should fit inside a 12”x12”x12” 
shipping box. Larger items such as monitors, 
printers, and TVs are normally too large to 
package & ship. Donated computers will usually 
be disassembled and sold for parts, 
3) Smartphones and tablets must be 
disconnected from your carrier account prior to 
turning them in for them to be resalable. You 
should also clear out your personal data and 
factory reset your phone before donating (we 
can do the factory reset, but you do need to 
back up your data). Even if your phone is 
damaged or not working, it can usually still be 
resold for parts, 
4) We will do a clean wipe of all computer/laptop 
hard drives, but you should back up any and all-
important pictures, documents, and other files 
before donating, 
5) Any items not sold will be properly disposed 
of. 
 

If you are not sure how to do any of these steps, 
or if you need any help, let us know! 
 
Please contact Walter Blair with any questions 
via email at 
Technology@CokesburyUMC.church. 
 

 
The Cokesbury Praise Band 

 
The Praise Band started at Cokesbury UMC 
after a “Walk to Emmaus” in 2003. After the 
‘Walk’, we organized a Potluck and Praise Band 
event on Saturday evening from 6 p.m. until 8 
p.m. This truly became a wonderful tradition for 
all to enjoy. 
The event would begin with everyone forming a 
circle, joining hands, praying and asking the 
Lord to bless our food. We would then have our 
meal and fellowship until seven o’clock. After our 
meal, the Praise Band would render about 
twelve songs with a break in between. We would 
share devotion, sometimes with light hearted 
humor added by Joe BeMiller, our band leader. 
Speaking of our band leader, this is a good time 
to introduce our Praise Band members, the 
instruments they play, and their role in the 
Cokesbury Praise Band.   
Joe BeMiller is our band leader who plays the 
acoustic and lead guitar.  
Emmett Wright serves as the Band Coordinator, 
plays the acoustic/ electric guitar and frequently 
support and enhance the lead guitarist with 
syncopated chords.  
Jim Herin plays the bass electric guitar which is 
the foundation of our music in addition to 
providing the fundamental support chords in the 
bass register, better known as the cleft.  
Ed Horne plays both the acoustic and electric 
guitar as well as provides the embellishments for 
the entire group.  
Marian Gherke, our 90-year-old charter member 
and master gardener, plays the autoharp. This is 
a beautiful instrument which gives the melodies, 
that otherwise would be missing, in the total 
musical picture. 
Our newest member of the Praise Band is 
Pastor Taylor Mertins who plays the drums with 
cymbals. This is quite noteworthy as the drums 
in American Music provide the rhythm and 
timing for the entire band.  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=rJG/Gjh9&id=6316BABB988B5530955FF6AE9A661393724631AB&thid=OIP.rJG_Gjh9V_ceYBOtI4JwlQEsEX&q=computers+clipart&simid=608029167218658370&selectedIndex=119
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Our projectionist and comptroller of our 
electronic equipment is Pam Herin who 
oversees the synchrony of the singing and 
playing of the instrument. We would be lost 
without her. 
Our band takes advantage of every opportunity 
to play at various events. What a blessing it was 
for our band to play at the Cokesbury’s 
Founders Day event on Saturday, August 12, 

2017 beginning at 6 p.m. in the Cokesbury 
Fellowship Hall.  
There was a great turnout of around sixty people 
ranging in age of one to 90 years old! This event 
reminded me of a Cokesbury Family Reunion 
because there were many faces we 
remembered from times past who joined with 
new faces.   
Hope to see even a larger group come and 
participate at our next Praise Band and Worship 
Service. What a blessing it was to sing along 
with the music, fellowship with friends and 
guests, and of course have multiple servings of 
delicious ice cream provided by Cokesbury 
Helping Hands Senior Ministry. 
Remember, there is no love more sincere than 
the love of food and music. We pray that our 
music will bring us back together once again to 
celebrate another Cokesbury Anniversary!! 
 
Respectfully Submitted:  Emmett Wright, Praise 
Band Coordinator 
 

Here's another Golden Oldie!! 

 

If you're spiritually alive, you're going to love 
this! 
 
If you're spiritually dead, you won't want to read 
it. 
 
If you're spiritually curious, there is still hope! 
 
A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a 
newspaper and complained that it made no 
sense to go to church every Sunday. 
 
He wrote: "I've gone for 30 years now, and in 
that time I have heard something like 3,000 
sermons, but for the life of me, I can't remember 
a single one of them.  So, I think I'm wasting my  

time, the preachers and priests are wasting 
theirs by giving sermons at all". 
 
This started a real controversy in the "Letters to 
the Editor" column. 
 
Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for 
weeks until someone wrote this clincher: 
 
"I've been married for 30 years now.  In that 
time, my wife has cooked some 32,000 
meals.  But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the 
entire menu for a single one of those meals. 
 
But I do know this: They all nourished me and 
gave me the strength I needed to do my work.  If 
my wife had not given me these meals, I would 
be physically dead today. 
 
Likewise, if I had not gone to church for 
nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!" 
 
When you are DOWN to nothing, God is UP to 
something! 
 
Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible & 
receives the impossible! 
 
Thank God for our physical and our spiritual 
nourishment! 
 
IF YOU CANNOT SEE GOD IN ALL, YOU 
CANNOT SEE GOD AT ALL ! 
 
B. I. B. L. E. simply means: Basic Instructions 
Before Leaving Earth! 
 
When you are about to forward this to others, 
the devil will discourage you. 
 
So go on! Forward this to people who are DEAR 
to you and TRUST GOD.  
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“LOVING OTHERS...AS CHRIST FIRST LOVED US!”                                                                                    SEPTEMBER 2017 

THE COLONNADE… 
NEEDS YOU!!! 

 

 

 

DO:   
WE NEED EACH AND EVERY MEMBER OF 
COKESBURY UMC!! 

what? 
your articles [what should I write about??] 
 

DO:   
EXPRESS YOURSELF 

GOSSIP ABOUT YOUR MINISTRY 

SHARE YOUR ACTS OF KINDNESS 

SAY THANKS, JUST BECAUSE…. 

BE BOLD AND CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY AND 
ANNIVERSARY 

CREATE A PIECE OF POETRY 

BOAST YOUR FAITH 

MAKE HISTORY 

TAKE US DOWN AN UNTRAVELED PATH 

LET US GET TO KNOW YOU BETTER 

UN-HIDE YOUR GIFTS AND TALENTS 

SHOW YOUR LOVE FOR YOUR COMMUNITY 

 
 

WHEN?   
articles due the 15th of each month 

due dates for the remainder of 2017 
Friday, September 15th, 2017 
Sunday, October 15th, 2017 
Wednesday, November 15th, 2017 
Friday, December 15th, 2017 

 

WHERE?   
Send your articles to: 

1. Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 

2. OR e-mail them to: 

donnajosapp@hotmail.com or 

cokesburyumc@gmail.com 

 

 

WHY?   
The Colonnade is a way to keep us 
connected with God’s Word between 
Sundays and to also keep us 
informed about what’s happening in the 
life of Cokesbury Church. 

  
 

“EACH ONE SHOULD USE WHATEVER GIFT HE HAS RECEIVED TO SERVE OTHER, 
FAITHFULLY ADMINISTERING GOD’S GRACE IN ITS VARIOUS FORMS” 1 PETER 4:10 

mailto:cokesburyumc@gmail.com
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2.     Robert Piepenbrink 
4.     Tom Taylor 
5.     Orlando Parrilla 
6.     Kris Mirabile 
        Sean Rodriguez 
7.     Skylar Hawes 
        Vicky Lutman 
8.     Michael Obeng Sr. 
9.     Helen Azzano 
10.   Mary Crist 
         Kenneth Kerton 
11.   Puanani Aquino 
         Shelby Wilson 
12.   Lauren Parilla 
13.   Audrey Astore 
14.   Audrey Burbage 
16.   Beulah Green 
         Danielle Haggart 
        Michael Obeng 
17.  Victor Amole 
        Karen Raver 
21.  Paula Menacho 
22.  Leo Bonner 
23.  Felicia Akowuah 
26.  Tracy Solomon 
26.  Blair Wilson 
30.  Rebekah Gribik 
        Wenona Marques 
31.  Paula Alvey 
       Vera Edmonds 
     
   
                          

  
 
                   
 

     

                                                               

 

 

O 

C 

T 

O 

B 

E 

R 

4.    Carl & Patsy Armentrout 
        Chad & Melanie Westog 
18.  Cory & Gwendolyn D”Alutolo 
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Colonnade Staff  
Services 8:30 AM & 11 AM  
Nursery available at both services.  
The 11 a.m. worship service features a 
children’s worship for elementary school 
aged children.  
Sunday School at 9:45 AM  
(for children, youth, and adults)  
See the web site for more information: 

http://www. CokesburyUMC.church.

The Colonnade Staff 
Editor: Donna Sapp 

Postal Coordinator: Vacant 
Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 15th 

of each month for the next month’s edition. 
Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to: donnajosapp@hotmail.com or 
cokesburyumc@gmail.com 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 

 



1 8:30 Worship 2 6:00 Prayer Group 3 6:30 Girl Scouts 4 6:00 Youth Choir 5 7:00 Bible Study 6 7 6-2 Flea Market

8 8:30 Worship 9 Columbus Day 10 6:00 Finance Cmte 11 9:30 Prayer 12 7:00 Bible Study 13 14 6-2 Flea Market

15 8:30 Worship 16 6:00 Prayer Group 17 10:30 Helping Hands 18 6:00 Youth Choir 19 7:00 Bible Study 20 21 6-2 Flea Market

22 8:30 Worship 23 6:00 Prayer Group 24 6:30 Girl Scouts 25 9:30 Prayer 26 9:30 Food Distribution 27 28 6-2  LAST FLEA 

29 30 6:00 Prayer Group 31 Halloween 1 2 3 4

5 Daylight Saving 6

https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/printable-calendars.html

Ends    

6:30 Girl Scouts

10-12 Recovery
7:00 Adult Choir

11:00 Worship 6:00 Youth Choir
9:45 Sunday School Shawls/Comforters 7:00 Bible Study MARKET  (ADMIN)

12:15 Missions & Outreach 7:30 Willowbrook HOA

(Helping Hands)
11:00 Worship 6:30 Girl Scouts 10-12 Recovery

9:45 Sunday School Planning Committee 7:00 Adult Choir

NO UMM

10-12 Recovery
12:15 UMW 7:00 Adult Choir

11:00 Worship 7:00 Admin Council 6:00 Youth Choir
9:45 Sunday School 6:00 Prayer Group 6:30 Girl Scouts Shawls/Comforters (Missions & Outreach)

12:15 Helping Hands

(UMW)
11:00 Worship 10-12 Recovery

9:45 Sunday School 7:00 Adult Choir

OCTOBER  2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W T F S
1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

September 2017
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

November 2017

https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/printable-calendars.html
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