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To Shave or Not to Shave 
To Shave your facial hair or to Save your facial hair that is the Question?  Some Men of our church put 
their facial hair on the line to help raise funds to support our apportionments during the month of October.  
Pastor Taylor, Emmett Wright, Dave Woodman and others have been brave enough to take on this 
challenge. We had two buckets, one for SHAVE and one for SAVE. 

 

                             

Pastor Taylor Mertins was brave enough to let all the children of the church after the 11 am service, have 
a chance to help shave off his beard.  It was a little tense at times when those little hands took hold of the 
trimmer.  

The men who have participated in this fun fundraiser will be clean shaven when they come to church on 
Sunday.  For some they have had their beards for a very long time.  We can’t wait to see those clean-
shaven faces, like Emmett Wright who has had facial hair for 50 years.  

As you can see the SHAVE bucket won.  We collected $743.00 in the SAVE bucket and $1519.51 in the 
SHAVE Bucket. 

A Special Thanks to all who helped make this possible.
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Grace and peace to you from 

God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 
The more time I spend at 

Cokesbury, the more I learn 

how deeply involved we are 
with caring for our local community. Whether it was 

standing with dozens of kids and parents under the 

pavilion during our Fall Festival, or witnessing the 
number of church people taking Operation Christmas 

Child boxes home with them during the last few 

Sundays, or simply the amount of money donated to 

the Shave or Save the Beard Campaign; we are a 
church that cares about others. 

 

Our generosity toward others is remarkable and on 
behalf of the greater church I want to express my 

gratitude for the work that has been done in the past, 

the mission projects we have currently, and the ones 
that we are still dreaming about. It is abundantly clear 

that you all hear the command to love your neighbors 

as yourselves and respond accordingly. 

 
I would also like to personally thank Leo Bonner for 

all of his work on the new church directory that will 

be coming out soon. If you’ve been at church at all in 
the last few months, you have undoubtedly 

encountered Leo with his winning smile and camera 

hanging around his neck. His tireless work will result 

in our ability to familiarize, and re-familiarize, 
ourselves with one another and I am excited about the 

fruit that will come from this project.  

 
Over the next month we will conclude our liturgical 

year as we eagerly await the beginning of Advent 

(Can you believe it’s almost Advent?!?!). Near the 
end of the month we will be holding our annual 

Charge Conference with our District Superintendent 

as we look back over the last year and cast visions for 

the years ahead. This is a remarkably important 
meeting and everyone from the church is invited to 

attend. Our Charge Conference is scheduled for 

November 26th immediately following the 11am 
worship service. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
I am thankful to be the pastor of Cokesbury Church, 

but I am particularly grateful to God for calling all of 

us together in this place to serve the kingdom. If there 

is anything I can do to better serve your needs, or the 
needs of our community, please don’t hesitate to let 

me know. 

 
- Rev. Taylor Mertins  

 

 
Greetings Church Family 
On Sunday, September 24th,18 Helping Hands 
members and friends had a great time at the 
Riverside Dinner Theatre in Fredericksburg 
seeing "Seven Brides for Seven Brothers" and 
enjoying a delicious meal. 
  
Again, on Wednesday, December 27, we will 
travel to the Riverside to witness the matinee’s 
performance, "A Christmas Spectacular".  This 
date was chosen because there are so many 
other activities going on just before Christmas.   
 
The cost for this performance is $58 per person. 
This cost includes a three-course dinner, the 
show, and gratuity.  Please pay $29 to Mary 
Jane Fizer no later than November 12 with the 
$29 balance due no later than December 15. 
Your other option is to pay the entire amount 
by November 12. 
 
Please, please let me know as soon as possible 
if you are interested in going so that adequate 
reservations can be made.  Early reservations 
will ensure the best possible seats. 
 
This performance is appropriate for all ages; so 
please, let's fill the house with Cokesbury 
Church Family members. This is a great activity 
for the entire family. 
 
Mary Jane Fizer, Helping Hands Social Events 
Coordinator (703-494-6654)
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Those Among Us    
By: Glenn Vinson 

  
The goal of this column is to acquaint you with 
people who attend Cokesbury UMC, who you 
may even sit next to on Sunday 
 

 
Steve Urps and Carla Robinson 

 
Steve and Carla both became members of 
Cokesbury UMC recently.  They were both 
born and raised in Alexandria, Virginia.  Both 
attended Hayfield high school in Alexandria, 
down on Telegraph Rd, (not far from the 
pastor’s high school). Of course, since he’s 
much younger than them, they didn’t know 
him. 
 
Steve and Carla have known each other 
since early childhood; they lived a few blocks 
away from each other in Alexandria. Carla 
knows Steve’s family very well, and her 
brother and Steve were good friends.  Both 
grew up and married other people.  Carla was 
married, raised her children; her husband 
died, and she was widowed.   Steve was 
married and later divorced.   
 
Steve was employed by the District of 
Columbia Metropolitan police force for 30 
years. He was assigned to the Special 
Operations Division (SOD) and was part of 
the motorcades that transported Presidents of 
the United States and other dignitaries to 
events and activities.  His SOD assignment 
extended back to President Ronald Reagan’s 
administration.   
 

As part of his job, Steve was often in close 
proximity to Presidents, and their families, 
i.e., Clinton, Bush, Obama.  Steve had 
special clearance to visit and work at the 
White House.  Steve relates that one sunny 
day First Lady Hillary Clinton startled him as 
she rushed past him on her way for a swim. 
Steve retired 3 years ago, just before the last 
presidential election. 
 
Carla worked for the administrative office of 
the United States Court. The administrative 
office (AO) provides support for the federal 
court system throughout the United 
States. Carla worked for the AO for 32 years. 
Her entire government career was spent at 
the AO.  She started her government career 
as a clerk typist with the court and rose to be 
a branch chief. Carla says she chose not to 
go to college, but worked very hard at her job.  
She says “Young people should not sell 
themselves short, hard work gets you where 
you want to go. “ 
 
Carla’s branch was responsible for providing 
orientation regarding regulations, policies and 
protocols of the US court system to newly 
appointed judges by the President of the 
United States.  She also provided such 
services to newly hired judicial employees. 
Carla retired 5 years ago. 
 
Carla moved to the Woodbridge area 25 
years ago.  Steve lived in Maryland for many 
years in Montgomery County and 
Germantown, and moved to Woodbridge, 
where about eight years ago, they 
reconnected on Face Book, the social 
network, and began to date. 
 
They love being retired, enjoying other 
hobbies and activities.  They bowl on three 
leagues including the Cokesbury UMC  
league at Bowl America in Woodbridge.  
They met Cokesbury UMC members in the 
league, including Emmett and Mary Wright,  
Dave Woodman and others.  Emmett invited 
Steve and Carla to visit Cokesbury. They did, 
and recently became new members. 
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Steve and Carla say they joined our church 
because everyone was so welcoming and 
friendly, and they prefer a small church, with 
a close-knit family feeling. They enjoy the 
Thursday night bible study class.  They will 
be moving to their new house in 
Fredericksburg soon, but will continue to 
commute to Woodbridge to bowl, attend 
services at Cokesbury, participate in the 
Thursday Night bible study and eventually 
participate in other  
Cokesbury activities. They enthusiastically 
say they love Cokesbury UMC! 
 
They say they are still learning about our 
church and intend to join other groups and 
activities in the future.   
 
We are so very fortunate to have Steve and 
Carla among us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gordon Freeman 

 
The United Methodist Men are sponsoring 
the Friendsgiving Dinner.  They will be 
providing the turkeys. 
They are asking for members to sign up for 
the other food items needed. 
 
They will need help in setting up the tables 
Sunday morning and help with cleaning up 
afterwards. 
  

A “Friendsgiving” Dinner 
(Thanksgiving Meal Jointly Provided by Friends) 

 

When:  Sunday, November 19th 
Where: Fellowship Hall 
Time:  Following the 11 am Worship Service 
Who: Bring family, friends 
 

What is needed from you: Stuffing, Gravy, Potatoes (mashed, sweet, small or 
whole, baked), Green Beans, Peas, Corn, Bread- dinner rolls, corn bread, 

banana nut, bread pudding, Ham (for those who don’t like turkey), cranberry 
sauce, assorted desserts, beverages, salads and dressing.  If you have any 
questions, contact Gordon Freeman  
703-680-4629 or gordy4hire@aol.com 
 

 
 

 

 

mailto:gordy4hire@aol.com
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=76zlDrUJ&id=F715CB7BA3F7AEBEEACA850630038E81625F9DAC&thid=OIP.76zlDrUJPG88_DR3TN0jZQEAEs&q=clip+art+turkey&simid=608005223113297133&selectedIndex=13
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Charge Conference 

12:15pm on Sunday November 

26
th

 

Following the 11 am Worship 

Service. 

All are encouraged to attend 

this churchwide event. 

 

 
Hanging of the Greens 

Following the Charge Conference 
Come one come all to help beautify our 

church for the Holiday Season. 
Many hands make light work. 
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United Methodist Women 
President Donna Sapp   

 

Save the Date  
Advent Breakfast, December 2nd 
 

All Women of the church are encouraged to 
join and become a United Methodist Woman.  
We advocate for Women and children.  
There are NO dues, all we ask is that you find 

your passion in any one of the mission 
opportunities that we have. 

 

UMW Purpose 
 

United Methodist Women shall be a 
community of women whose PURPOSE is to 
know God and to experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus Christ: to 
develop a creative, supportive fellowship: and 
to expand concepts of mission through 
participation in the global ministries of the 
church. 

 
 
Hospitality 
Family Care Commission 
 

Sign Up for Hospitality Time: 
 
We have fellowship following the 
8:30 worship service in the 
Narthex. We need volunteers to 
help provide the refreshments.  
 

You would provide a snack and juice, coffee 
is in the kitchen to be made with the 
condiments and paper products needed. 
 
After fellowship, you would need to clean up 
and take everything upstairs to the fellowship 
hall. 
 
There is a notebook in the narthex on the 
podium by the door for folks to sign up. 
 

If for some reason you can’t set up, but would 
like to provide the refreshments that would be 
great, just let us know. 
 
If you have questions, please contact 
Blanche Lowery at 703-491-2049. 
 
 
 

Hospitality after the 11 am 
Service. 

 
We are also looking into 
having refreshments after 
the 11 am service, but we 
need your help in doing this.  
So, if you think you may be 

interested in helping with this, please let the 
church office know or Blanche Lowery. 

 
 
Missions and Outreach  
Commission 
 

A Special 
Thank You to 
all that 
participated in 
the UMCOR 
Sewing Kits 
mission project! 
Sixteen sewing 
kits were 
donated, 
blessed and are 

on their way to needy women around the 
world. 
 
An opportunity to learn to sew, as the  
women mentor one another, may provide a 
means of income for their families. You will 
touch many women's lives with your 
generous gifts and bring smiles to their faces! 
 
Missions & Outreach Commission 
Deirdre Dorsey, Chair 
 
 
appdj@pwcs.edu) 

tel:(703)%20491-2049
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1501&bih=810&tbm=isch&tbnid=98chy7_r6VaBsM:&imgrefurl=http://www.joneschapelumc.net/umw.html&docid=n77NFHMK3rv-GM&imgurl=http://www.joneschapelumc.net/images/UNITED METHODIST WOMEN-LOGO2.gif&w=479&h=436&ei=WpieUaO_EeiC0QHf8YHgBw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:37,s:0,i:283&iact=rc&dur=662&page=2&tbnh=178&tbnw=163&start=26&ndsp=28&tx=74&ty=94
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Help Celebrate this Holiday 
Season 

One of the wonderful opportunities of the year 
is approaching when we can honor and 

remember loved ones 
while beautifying our 
church at the same 
time.  We all look 
forward to the beautiful 
poinsettias that grace 
our sanctuary at 
Christmas.  There may 
be a shortage of plants 

this year, so orders must be made very early. 

Cost for 6” pot with one plant with four or 
more blooms is $7.00.   

Please provide information to the church 
office as soon as possible.  You need to 
provide your name, the number of plants 
you'd like, whether they are in thanksgiving, 
honor or memory of someone and indicate 
the special person(s) or reason(s) if 
desired.  You may request a red, white, pink, 
marble, or no preference and we'll try to 
honor the request.  Checks may be made 
payable to Cokesbury UMC, indicating 
“Poinsettia” in the memo section.  The church 
office phone number is 703-494-5400. 

Last date to place orders is 
NOVEMBER 14, 2017 

 
Flowers may be taken home following the 
Christmas Eve service. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                               
    
 
                    
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Save the Date 

Annual Cookie Sale 
 

Date – Saturday, December 9 
Time – 9 to noon  
Place – Fellowship Hall 
 
We are asking for donations of 
home baked goodies. While baking 
for your family this season why not 
make extra for the bake sale. 
 
 Come by and pick up some 
delicious cookies to share with 
family and friends. 
The cost is only $6 a dozen. 
 
Please let us know if you would like 
to donate cookies.  Please label 
your items. 
 
The Worship Commission will be 
calling members for donations. 
 
Thanks in advance for your support. 
 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Fs/d4jWZ&id=1BFB4DAF5F4988740E7260FF9B82E486C3B4EB80&thid=OIP.Fs_d4jWZ7-A7sX3c1HqS2gEREs&q=pointsettia+clip+art&simid=608033780330463462&selectedIndex=6
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1    Suzie Hawes 
      Gail Kornieck 
      Lew Sutter 
3    Jennifer Clark 
      Elizabeth Obeng 
      Mary Taylor 
4    Glenn Vinson 
5    Adewale Adekambi 
6    Tina O’Brien 
      Deirdre Dorsey 
7    Michael Hamman 
8    Estelle Nsuase 
9    Laura Johnson 
10  Alana Lewis 
11  Danielle Garrett 
12  Lady Diana Berry 
15  Mary Jane Fizer 
      Matthew Harrell 
      David Ruebsamen 
      Emily Ruebsamen 
     Tamani Thoronka 
16  Hana Yaa Obeng 
      Brandon Eland 
17  Robert Matthews 
      Laurie Westog 
     Ted Kelley 
18  Linda Ennis 
      Jay Beck 
19  Sheridin Nsuase 
22  Susan Ettenson 
23  Holden Hawes 
24  Jim Herin 
26  Damian Kelley 
29  Brian Haman 
 

N 

O 

V 

E 

M 

B 

E 

R 

8    Danielle & Will Astore 
17  Elizabeth & Michael Obeng 
25  Emily & David Ruebsamen 

 

 

 
Joan Freeman, Mary Baker, Ellen 
Kuvaszko, Pat Cole, Mary and 
Tom Taylor, Kyle and Peggy 
Keen, Mark Young, Mary and 
Roberta Deahl, Virginia Neyhouse, 
Harry and Mary Jane Fizer, Pam 
Herin’s mother Ducky, Edie Miller, 
mother of Kasey Miller, Cindy 
Lutman, Barbara Firth, Louise 
Galucci, Donna Bailey, Jesse 
Simmons, Marian Gherke, Mark 
Young, Our Church, Pastor Taylor 
Mertins and his family.  

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Fs/d4jWZ&id=1BFB4DAF5F4988740E7260FF9B82E486C3B4EB80&thid=OIP.Fs_d4jWZ7-A7sX3c1HqS2gEREs&q=pointsettia+clip+art&simid=608033780330463462&selectedIndex=6
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Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 AM & 11 AM 

Nursery available at both services. 
The 11 a.m. worship service features  

a children’s worship for elementary school aged 

children. 

Sunday School at 9:45 AM  
(for children, youth, and adults 

See the web site for more information: 
http://www.CokesburyUMC 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Colonnade Staff 
Editor: Donna Sapp 

Postal Coordinator: Vacant 
Articles for the Colonnade are due by the 15th 

of each month for the next month’s edition. 
Place articles in Church Mailbox #3 

OR e-mail them to: donnajosapp@hotmail.com or 
cokesburyumc@gmail.com 

Church Office: 703-494-5400 
 

 

http://www.cokesburyumc/


29 30 31 Halloween 1 6:00 Youth Choir 2 7:00 Bible Study 3 Operation Christmas 4 10-12 Recovery

5 Daylight Saving 6 6:00 Prayer Group 7 5:15 Girl Scouts 8 9 7:00 Bible Study 10 10:30 UMM & 11 Veterans Day

12 8:30 Worship 13 6:00 Prayer Group 14 5:15 Girl Scouts 15 9:30 Prayer 16 7:00 Bible Study 17 6-10 Sanctuary 18 10-12 Recovery

19 8:30 Worship 20 6:00 Prayer Group 21 10:30 Helping Hands 22 6:00 Youth Choir 23 24 25 10-12 Recovery

26 8:30 Worship 27 6:00 Prayer Group 28 5:15 Girl Scouts 29 6:00 Youth Choir 30 7:00 Bible Study 1 2

3 Beginning of: 4

due to Thanksgiving

Monthly Food
Distribution will be

Friday, Nov 17th

Hanging of the Greens
CHARGE CONFERENCE
12:15 CHURCH ANNUAL

11:00 Worship
9:45 Sunday School 7:00 Adult Choir

NO Missions & Outreach
Dinner (sign up for sides)

12:15 "Friendsgiving" 7:00 Willowbrook HOA
11:00 Worship 5:15 Girl Scouts

9:45 Sunday School Planning Committee 7:00 Adult Choir

(J. Young)
12:15 UMW DISTRIBUTION
12:15 UMM NOV. FOOD7:00 Adult Choir

2-11 FellowshipHall/Kitchen
11:00 Worship 6:00 Youth Choir Fellowship (J. Young) Women'sFellowship

9:45 Sunday School Poinsettia Orders Due Reserved Men'sShawls/Comforters

12:15 Helping Hands
11:00 Worship 7:00 Adult Choir

9:45 Sunday School 7:00 Admin 6:00 Youth Choir
8:30 Worship 6:00 Finance Friends to Rising Hope 10-12 Recovery

11-5 FellowshipHall/Kitchen
Reserv (Urps/Robinson)

7:00 Adult Choir Child Shoe Boxes Back

NOVEMBER  2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

October 2017
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

December 2017
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